
character of their fellow area 


their scriptures, or interpreted to them ay v 
of their religion• 2d. The mowl feelings o' 

society in which they move. Srtf. The Penal 
and the character of their administration. 

1st. The Timg associations which wo ^ 
in suppressing have been taught by w |’' 

as the expou... - —** *“ «» we,t y» UJ 


sacrifices and offerings. The Deity who, acc 
belief, guides and protects them is ever mantle 
by signs ; and as long as they «iu|»taad W 
signs they all consider themselves as acting 
to her will; and consequently, fulfilling h 
designs On all occasions and in ail sUuatio 
these signs to ho available if sought, after in 
faith, and with the prescribed observances; 
they are satisfied that they are truly into 
fully obeyed they never feel any dread of punis 
in this world or the next, 

2d. fho second standard to which men 







* • ' ‘ 

'Where men are taught by a 
every act which robs their folio 
of character, is a crime punish) 
are apt to believe that a death 
a justly offended God, and sees 

those crimes, they are all too aj 
dis aut. But in such well ] 
ot the vircles .in which men ku 

** »«1 u . pu»i*o,»». sure s„,l i,n»,,di«. 0> 

•nil Mi^actly d re!ltle d. The ebrtn of society ia 

Y. * ese “Ssassras by profession live aod move are conci- 
hated by their lavish e xpenditure of the booty they acquire 
expeditions, and by that amiable deportment 

he oce of ttc kyictioB while abroad, and which they oontiuuo 

f ' u , r ' a t home, where they are coroaumh ' 
mmpukto* »» “• i,„ 8e of t5leir d . . ,, • 

hie —themost liberal promt,w._ x 

the most rigid observers of evtry thing relating i 

religion. In such circles, the dreadful trade of 

whiofa they earn their incomes, even when know,? or 

a3 it commonly is, hardly ever makes them odiei 


most tempted to 
that death is yet 


*■ 


m, 

cast and 


indiah society; and as long as these assassins forbear to 
murder in and about the places where they reside, and con ¬ 
ciliate or keep iu ignorance the local police authorities, they 
are sure of being cherished as among th# dearest members of 
society. At least the most 
associations are so, for the qual 
ence over their associates are 
endear them to die circles in 


which tiiev mnv* 
,7 * ’ 
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tioii such circles of society 
In some case' « 




live and the local authorities in native states have a notion 
that they are under some supernatural influence, and dread 
the consequences of being made in any way ^strumcntal to 
their punishment. Such people oppose their arrest and 
conviction as they would oppose the killing of a snake or a 
wo'it, and in most parts of India a village community would 
lament the killing of a wolf within their boundary by one of 
the community as a great calamity though he should have 
destroyed a child a week among them. They consider the 
wolf as an instrument in the hand of God, and dread the 
consequence of any violence to it. From the same feeling 
marry village communities believe it to be impious to pre¬ 
scribe medicine for the Cholera Morbus when it rages among 
them, considering it as a means used by Davey for the 
destruction of a certain portion of the human race, and 
consequently to be averted only by prayers and sacrifices. In. 
appealing, therefore, to two out of the three great standards, 

the will of their God, and the moral «f *h~i* 

circles ot s m»o -«•*.»* fraternity feels no necessity 

whatever to cease from murder; and the tradition or legend 
that the Deity at some remote period saved them the trouble 
of bury ing the bodies of their victims by swallowing them 
herself, is, perhaps, typical of a time when no human laws 
wore in force for the protection of travellers against their 
depredations. There are many parts of India still in which 
they are accustomed to leave the bodies of their victims 
uttburied having no fear of enquiry or pursuit from the locfd 
Governments. 

3rd. From Penal laws and their administration they 
have rarely had any thiqg to fear in the Districts where they 
resided; and with their ordinary precautions seldom any 
from those in which their crimes were perpetrated. It was 
their rule never to rob before they had murdered tho person 
to be robbed: never to suffer one of a party to escape except, 
sin ■ ’d to destroy all .property that might 

’■*ir d®*" ■’ convert it into 
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money at a distance from heme, With these precautions 
they had nothing to fear but their own disclosures ; and to 
prevent these <hey adopted the most solemn oaths that their 
superstition admitted to bind each other to secrecy. In 
appealing therefore to the third great standard, they had 
little to restrain them from the prosecution of their dreadful 
trade from the fear of the criminal laws any where in force, 
since the quantity and quality of the evidence required by 
such laws for the conviction of men charged with crimes of 
such magnitude, could rarely be found. 

Freed, as it were, from all those religious, moral, and 
municipal restraints which deter men from crimes in other 
Countries, they were invited to them by circumstances 
peculiar in great measure to their own. The practice all 
over India of sending remittances in the precious metals and 
jewels whenever the rate of exchange makes it in the smallest 
degree profitable to do so by men on foot and in disguise 

~ T" to ^fond themselves, theneces 
siry o» ui'aw iX£i'UiU cor tbrui. w*—fium provinces, 

and of granting a certain portion leave to revisit their homes 
every year during the hot season, when they sot out every 
warning before daylight in order to avoid the heat of the 
sun u Wag the day. The mode of travelling on foot or on 
small poni es almost universal among those who have occasion 
to make long journeys of whatever rank or condition ; their 
mode of providing a„: 3 dressing their own food under the 
shade c f trees by the way a*!? without that communication 
with the oeaple of the towns through- which they pass, which 
could ena le their friends to trace them when they disappear; 
the long tn ts of grass and wood jungle thicugh which all 
roads p, #• the Utile appearance of road tbst is any 
where to be i tnd, and the consequent facility with which 
they are led ide by bye~patha ( Pugdundiea ) into places 
chosen for mur \r the number of such nlaces in wood and 
grass jungles, ri\ *i ( ravines, and - icj, 

every road is fo - bord-’ 


in which travellers of the same cast mix and communicate, 
and the facility with which men can feign different casts—the 
right of search every where assumed by custom house officers, 
which obliges travellers to display the nature and value of 
the property they carry—the paucity of commercial inter¬ 
course between towns along any of the great lines of road 
leading from and to the great seats of our Coni ->rid Military 
est;»hlishw alJl ' s > in a country where village produces 

what its population demands, and consumes almost «jj that 
it produces save its raw agricultural produce—the slow rate 
of the transit where all produce is carried upon bullocks, 
and, consequently, the little chance the assassin has of being 
overtaken and interrupted in his operations—all these and 
many other circumstances peculiar to the country favored 
the growth of this system, and caused it to spread from one 
end of India to the other. 


W, H. SLEEMAN* 
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INTRODUCTION. 


I have, I believe, entered in this Vocabulary 
every thing to which Thugs in any part of 
India have thought it necessary to assign a 
peculiar terra; and every term peculiar to their 
associations with which I have yet become 
•““cepminted. I am satisfied that there is no term, 
no rite, no ceremony, no opinion, no omen or \ 
usage that they have intentionally concealed 
liom me ; and if any have been accidently omit¬ 
ted alter the numerous narratives that I have 
had to record, and cases to investigate, they can 
he but comparatively nry few and unimportant. 

2. Their peculiar dialect the Thugs call Ra-j 
masee; and every word entered in this Vocabu-j 
lary is Romasee in the sense assigned to it;I 
while but few of them are to be found at all ill 
any language with which I am acquainted. 
Their verbs have all Hindoostanee terminations, 
and auxiliaries, such as Kurna to make, Lena 
t0 y \ Jana to go, Lana to bring. 




3. Different terms have often been invented 
for the same thing by different gangs, situated 
at a great distance from each other. Many of 
the members of the seven original clans who 
emigrated into remote parts of India, after their 
flight from .Delhi, had, perhaps, forgotten many 
of the terras in use among them before they had 
the means of forming new gangs out of the rude 
materials around them m their new abodes, or 
before their own children became old enough to 
obviate the necessity of raising new recruits 
from among their neighbours, and been obliged 
to adopt new ones, As the new gangs became 
too large to be satisfied with, occasional murders 
upon the roads in their neighbourhood, th -: 
extended their expeditions into remote parts, 
and had frequent occasions of meeting arid act¬ 
ing in conj unction with each other ; when it be¬ 
came necessary that all should become so fami¬ 
liarly acquainted with the different terras used 
by different gangs to denote the same thing, as 
to be able to use them indifferently and at the 
moment when occasion required. 

4. It is not perhaps above fifty or sixty years 

that the gangs of Hindoostan have been in the 
habit of frequently extending their depredations 
into the districts South of the Kurbudda; and 
to these depredations they were invited chiefly 
by the Pindaree system, w he 

roads lea# 



Nurbudda to the Gangetie provinces, and to 
Hindoostan generally, very insecure: and caus¬ 
ed the wealth to flow by those of Stirgooja and 
Sumbulpore; and by the remittances made in 
jewels and specie from Bombay and Surat, to 
Indore and Raj poo tan a after the suppression of 
that system under the Marquis of Hastings, and 
the introduction of the opium monopoly into 
Malwa; which created on extraordinary demand 

for monev to be advanced to the cultivators of 
•> 

that article. 

o. There are in almost all parts of India 
money-carriers by profession, who, though in 
the very lowest classes of society in point of 
mefsiTH’pc or/i hy merchants with 

the conveyance to distant parts of enormous 
sums in gold and jewels; and sent without a 
guard, and often without arms to defend them¬ 
selves. Their fidelity, sagacity, and beggarly 
appearance are relied upon as a sufficient securi¬ 
ty ; and though I have had to investigate the 
cases of, I may say hundreds, who have been 
murdered in the discharge of their duty, I have 
never yet heard of one who betrayed his trust. 
It was generally by these men, that the mer¬ 
chants of Bombay and Surat sent their remit¬ 
tances in gold and jewels through Kandeish 
and Malwa to Indore and Rajpootana; and from 
the he commencement of our 

'll them 



( 8 ) 


by gangs of Thugs from Hindoostan, or Conn 
tries North of the Nurbudda were immense. 
Of the following sums, we have authentic 

records. 


182b, at Chou para on the Taptee—mur- Rs. 

dor of 14 persons at one time, and 
plunder of.. • -. 25,000 


1827, Malagow in Kandeish—murder of 

7 persons at one time, and plunder of 22,000 

1828, Dhorecote in Kandeish—murder 
of 3 persons at one time, and plunder 


of . 12,000 

1828, Burwahaghat on the Nurbudda— 

murder of 9 persons at one time, and 
plunder of.. 40,000 

1829, Dhoree in Kandeish—murder of 
0 persons at one time, and plunder 

of . 82,000 

1830, Baroda—murder of 25 persons, 

and plunder of...... ... 10,000 


In the Choupara affair, 150 Thugs were engag¬ 
ed, and of these there are only 38 at large. In 
the Burwahaghat affair, 125 were engaged, 
and of these only 12 are now at large. In the 
Dhoree affair, 150 were engaged, and of these 
only 30 are now at large. In the Dhorecote affair, 
125 were engaged, and of these 23 only are at 
Iholeea am’ 

were eiff r 
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the place and shared in the booty, and of these 
only 36 are now at large.* 

6 . There are Thugs at Jubulpore from all 
quarters of India ; from Lodheeana to the Car- 
natick, and from the Indus to the Ganges. Some 
of them have been in the habit of holding, what 
I may fairly call unreserved communication 
with European gentlemen for more than twelve 
years; and yet there is not among’ them one 
who doubts the divine origin of the system of 
! Thuggee —not one who doubts, that he and all 
who have followed the trade of murder with the 
prescribed rites and observances, were acting 
under the iuvmedmtp orders arid ausoices of the 
Goddess Pevce, Durga, Kalee or Bhawanee, 
as she is indifferently called, and consequently 
there is not one who feels the slightest remorse 
for the murders which he may, in the course of 
his vocation, have perpetrated or assisted in 
perpetrating. A Thug considers the persons 
murdered precisely in the light of victims offer¬ 
ed up to the Goddess; and he remembers them, 
as a Priest of Jupiter remembered the oxen,, 
and a Priest of Saturn the children sacrificed 

* Total 136, but in reality there are only 69 of the Thugs 
engaged in these affairs now at large, as many were engaged 
in more *' them, The total number engaged 

w nt in reality there were onh be- 
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upon their altars. He meditates his murders 
without any misgivings, he perpetrates them 
without any emotions of pity, and he remem¬ 
bers them without any feelings of remorse. They 
trouble not his dreams, nor does their recollec¬ 
tion ever cause him inquietude in darkness, in 
solitude, or in the hour of death. 

7 . I must at the same time state that I have 
very rarely discovered any instance of what 
may, perhaps, be termed Iranian cruelty; that is 
pain inflicted beyond what was necessary to de¬ 
prive the person of life—pain either to the mind 
or body. The murder of women is a violation 
of their ru)® 1 * to wt.ic.I-. sttrihiitfi much of 

our success against the system, because it is 
considered to have given offence to their patro¬ 
ness; but no Thug was ever known «> offer in¬ 
sult either in act or in speech to the woman 
they were to murder. No gang would ever dare 
to murder a woman with whom one of its mem¬ 
bers should be suspected of having had criminal 
intercourse. In Bengal, Beliar and Orrissa, and 
in the countries east of the J norma and Ganges, 
they have not I believe yet ventured to violate 
this rule against the murder of females ; and in 
the countries south of the Nurbudda river they 
have rarely violated it, I am told, except In the 
case cf old women whom they could not con¬ 
veniently separate from par' or 

whom tb- 
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gangs who inhabited the countries between the 
rivers Indus, Jumna, and Nurbudda, are the only 
ones that have yet ventured to murder women 
indiscriminately ; and the belief that they owe 
their downfall in great measure to their having- 
done so, will effectually prevent the practice 
from extending to other countries. The Thugs 
who resided between the Ganges and Jumna 
did not however much scruple to participate in 
the murder of females while associa ted with the 
gangs of Bundelcund. and Gwalior in their ex¬ 
peditions to the west of the Jumna and south of 
the Nurbudda. 

8. I have never found a Thug by birth, or 
one who had been fully initiated in its mysteries, 
who doubted the inspiration of t he pick-axe, when 
consecrated in due form,—not one who doubted 
that the omens described in this work were all- 
sufficient to guide them to their prey, or to 
warn them from their danger; or that they 
were the signs ordained by the Goddess express¬ 
ly for these purposes,—not one who doubted, that 
if these omens had been attended to, and the 
prescribed rules observed, the system of Thug¬ 
gee must have flourished under the auspices of 
its divine patroness in spite oi all our efforts for 
its suppression. 

r ' reason to believe that the 

nginated 
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with some parties of vagrant Mabommuduns, 
who infested the roads about the ancient capital 
of India. Herodotus, in his Polymnia■, mentions, 
as a part of the army with which Xerxes invad¬ 
ed Greece, a body of horse from among the 
Sagartii, a pastoral people of Persian descent, 
and who spoke the Persian language. Their 
only offensive weapons were a dagger, and a 
cord made of twisted leather with a noose at one 
end. With this cord they entangled their 
enemies or their horses, and when they got them 
down they easily put them to death. Thievenot, 
in the passage quoted by Doctor Sherwood from 
his Travels, part 3d, page 41, states—•“ Though 
“the road I have been speaking of from Delhi 
“ to Agra be tolerable, yet hath it many incon- 
“ veniences. One may meet with tygers, pan- 
“ there, and Iyons upon it; and one had best 
“ also have a care of robbers, and above all 
“ things not to suffer any body to come near one 
“ upon the road. The cunningest robbers in 
“ the world are in that country. They use a 
“ certain rope with a running noose, which they 
“ can cast with so much sleight about a man’s 
“ neck when they are within reach of him, that 
“ they never fail, so that they strangle him in a 
“ trice, Sec. &c. But, besides that there are men 
‘ “ in those quarters so skilful in casting the snare 
“ that they succeed as well at a distance as near 
“ at hand, and if an ox ast 

“ belong* 
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u times it happens, they fail not to catch it by 
“ the neck.”* 

10. Now, though there is a vast interval of 
time between the Persian invasion of Greece 
and the travels of Thievenot, and of space be¬ 
tween the seat of Sagartii and that of the ancient 
capital of India, I am still inclined to think that 
the vagrant bands who, in the sixteenth century 
infested the roads, as above described, be f .,een 
Delhi and Agra, came from some wild a ibe and 
country of the kind; and I feel mv .elf no doubt, 
that from these vagrant ba r Is are descended 
the seven clans of Malic miudim Thugs, Bhys, 
Bursote, Kachunec .mttar, Ganoo, and Tun- 
del.t who, by thu common consent of all Thugs 
throughout India, whether Hindoos or Mahom- 
muduns arc, admitted to bo the *'°st ancient, 
and the great original trunk upon which all the 
others have at different times and in different 
places been grafted. Bands of these vagrants, 
under various denominations, are to be found in 
all parts of India, but are most numerous, I 
believe, to the north and west. They all retain 

*• Thiovenot was born 1621 —be died 1692, and his Trac-^ 
were published 11587. 

f Some include also t.b< Katbur clan who are alsr called 
Gimps'— -t they are considered to b» ulcre *y a 

* clans. 



in some degree their pristine habits and usages; 
and taking their families with them, th< 


llii 
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their women to assist in the murders which they 
perpetrate in their encampments; but they have 
always some other ostensible employment, and 
as the other Thugs, w ho live among and cannot 
be distinguished from other men, say, “ they 
“ live in the desert and work in 


their deeds are not known!” 
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11 . But whatever may have been the ori 
of the system, it is sufficiently manifest t 
their faith in its divine origin is of Indian 
growth, and has been gradually produced by 
the habit of systematically confounding coinci¬ 
dences of circumstances and events with cause 
ami e«Vt. This is a weakness in some degree 
inherent in ^nnao nature, and common, there¬ 
fore, in some degi«o to an »cates and 


society. The man who seriously believes that 
,, , , _ *■ 
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he is habitually blessed with good or cursed with 
had luck at cards or dice, the mother who 
believes that her child sickeus because her 
friends venture to prase its freshness or its 
appetite have it ih conmori with the poor 
IhiOOKysa of the wild tracts of India, who be- 

| ; 1 ^ iat ^ le Can c ^ iam tyger from his 
the Garpuguree w.io believes that he 
. a ^ hail storm frun fields of 

Its euih^tors, and the Tin- . . lt 
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he can inspire his pick-axe* Bat India is 
emphatically the land of superstition and in tills 
land the system of Thuggee, the most extraor¬ 
dinary that has ever been recorded in the his¬ 
tory of the human race, had found a congenial 
soil, and flourished with rank luxuriance for 
more than two centuries, till its roots had pene¬ 
trated and spread over almost every district 
within the limits of our dominions, when the 
present plan of operations for its suppression, 
was adopted in 1830 by the then Governor 
General Lord William Bentinck. 

12. For many years up to 1829 these assas¬ 
sins traversed every great and much freaueffted 
road from tho Himalsin Mountains to the JNfer- 
budda river, and from the Ganges to the Indus, 
without the fear of punishment from divine or 
human laws. There is nor now, I believe, within 

* la many parts of Bern and Malwa every village has 
its Blioomka, whose office it is to charm the tygers; and it* 
Garpuguree, whoso duty it is to keep offl the hail storms. 
They are part of the village servants, and paid by the village 
community. After a severe hail storm that took place in 
the district of Nursingpore, of which I had the civil charge 
in 1823, the office of Garpuguree was restored to several 
villages in which it had ceased for several generations. 
They are all Brahmans, and take advantage of such cala¬ 
mities to impress the people with an opiuiou of their useful¬ 
ness, Ti'<~ y. ' -re til Gonds, or people of the woods, 
w {jr * and Penates- 
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that space a single road except in the western 
parts of Itajpootana and Guzerat, that is not free 
from their depredations ; and whatever may he 
ultimately the opinion of thinking men regard¬ 
ing the general character and results of Lord 
William Bentinck’s administration, I hope all 
will unite in applauding the boldness which could 
adopt, and the firmness which could so steadily 
pursue this great measure lor relieving the 
native society of India from an evil which 
pressed on them so heavily, and on them alone ; 
for these assassins had rarely if ever attacked 
Europeans. It was not against their tenets to 
do so, hut they knew that Europeans seldom, 
travelled with much money or other valuable 
property about tfaoiV persons, ami that their 
m^ -nearance would cause much more enquiry, 
and const wently more danger to their associa¬ 
tions than tha of native travellers. 

13. So early as Am ,11810 the Commander in 
Cluei of the Army thought it necessary to 
issue an order, cautioning He native troops 
against this dreadful evil to wnl • h so many 
brave Soldiers of every Regiment in the -ervice 
were annually falling victims; but all attacks 
upon the evil itself continued to be, as here¬ 
tofore, insulated and accidental. They were 
planned and executed fay i % ' T "<H«trates 

who becomiao- by accide r .1 
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existence of the evil within their jurisdictions 
applied their abilities and their energies for a 
time to its suppression; but their different 
efforts being unconnected either in time or in 
place, and often discouraged and repressed by 
the incredulity of con tiding powers, were found 
ultimately almost every where alike unavailing.' - 


* GENERAL ORDERS BY MAJOR GENERAL 
ST. LEGER, COMMANDING THE FORCES. 

Head Quarters, Cawnpore, the 28 th April, 1810. 

« It having come to the knowledge of Government that 
“ several Sepoys proceeding to visit their families on leave 
« 0 f absence front their have been robbed and raurder- 

4 , j jjy a description of person*. agnominated Th hi**' ,uu 
„ infested the districts of the Dooab anti other parts of the 
« upper Provinces, and the insidious means by which Otey 
« prosecute their plans of robbery and assassin-,t.on having 
been ascertained, the Commander of the forces Junks it 
« pr oper to give them publicity in General Orders to the, 
„ end that Commanding Officers of Native Corps may put 
“ their men on their guard accordingly.” 

» It has been stated, that these murderers, when they 
« obtain information of a Traveller who is supposed to have 
«* money about his person, contrive to fall m with him on 
the road or in the Sarais; and under pretence of proceed¬ 
ing to the same place, keep him company, and by indirect 
questions get an insight into his affairs, after winch they 
watch for an opportunity to destroy him. This they some¬ 
times create by persuading the Traveller to quit the Sarais 
a little after nJdnmht, pretending it is near day-break^ 
^ his companions lead him 


*( 

<i 
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14. That truly great and good man the 
Marquis of Hastings, to whom India is perhaps 

“ I* appears that in the destruction of their victim they 
({ first use some deleterious substance, commonly the seeds of 
“ a plant called Duttora, which they contrive to administer 
4< in tobacco, pawn, the hookah, food or drink of the Travel- 
“ ler. As soon as the poison begins to take effect, by 
** inducing a stupor or languor, they strangle him to prevent 
“ his crying out., when, after stripping and plundering him, 
“ the deed is completed by a stab in the belly on the brink 
** of a well into which they plunge the body so iustantaue- 
<r ousiy that no blood can stain the ground or clothes of the 
s< assassin.'* 

6t As the Company’s Sepoys who proceed on leave of 
4e absence generally carry aboo* f Hem the savings from their 

r ^ *f?eoie» and tw? 1 unarmed, they are eagerly sought 
4t out by these robbers as the particular objects of their de~ 
“ predation. With a view therefore to guard against such 
'* atrocious deeds, the Commanding Officers of Native Corps 
“ will caution their men when proceeding on leave of 
u absence.” 

1 st, “ To be strictly on their guard against all persons 
“ (particularly those unarmed) whom they fall in with on the 
“ road who evince a solicitude to keep them company on 
u pretence that they are going the same way and arc ihquisi- 
“ tive about their affairs.” 

2 d. “ Not to quit the Sarais at a very early hour in the 

“ morning before the rest of the Travellers.” 

'id. u Not to receive pawn, tobacco, sweetmeat, Ac. Ac. 
“ from such persons, or smoke their hookahs, particularly if 
“ offered to them in solitary spots on the road; and lastly to 

vail themselves of the protection ^ ** (horsemeu) 

« w f£ °PP ortui '% or 
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more indebted than to any other individual 
whose character and station have had any 
influence upon its destinies, has the following 
passage in his short summary of his own admi¬ 
nistration of the Government of India ; and yet, 
grange to say, of the operations of that force 
the Gwalior Contingent, which tins iVfoiemau 
supposed to have been so effectually employed 
in the suppression of this system, there is now 
to be found neither recollection nor record either 
among the Officers who commanded it, or the 
people against whom it was employed. “ Scin- 
“ dial) had evaded producing this contingent 
« until after the destruction of the Pindaries. 



a delay, which I 
ndental, I pressed. 



« OU any other treasury 
*• their own Treasuries 
44 remit money tr° m 

v- 


JS ,n account of Sepoys wishing to 
,ae part of the country to another; 
■mity to the view? of Government 
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“ ^ iat tj&td corps should be employed in extin- 
“ guishing certain mischievous associations in 
“ Scmdiah s territories. The description ap - 
“ P iied not only to some bands of avowed rob¬ 
bers, but to a particular class denominated 
“ This nefarious fraternity, amounting, 

^3 tile first information, to above a thousand 
“ individuals, was scattered through different 
“ villages often remote from each other; yet 
“ they pursued with a species of concert, their 
avocation. Tdiis was the making excursions 
to distant districts, where, under the appear- 
“ ance °f journeying along the high roads, they 
endeavoured to associate themselves with 


“ unci claimed common 
“ ranee 



« moment, 
de- 


( 19 - ) 


“ merely because the assassinations were seldom 
“ committed within his own dominions, may 
“ afford a tolerable notion of the vitiation of 
** society in Central India before this late con- 

“ vulsion. There is reason to believe that bv 

«/ 

“ this time the pest in question has been rooted 
“ out; which, with the suppression of some 
“ bodies of horsemen under military adventurers 
“ (a service completely achieved by the contin- 
“ gent), will be no less a benefit to Scindiah’s 
“ own Government, than to adjacent countries.’ * 

* TO MAJOR STUBBS, 

Commanding the Contingent, Goona/t. 

Sie, 

Being anxious to place as far as possible on 
record in rnv Office the reels all the efforts that have 
been from time to time made for the suppression of Thuggee, 
1 shall feel much obliged if you will have the goodness to 
let me have from your Office a list of the Thugs arrested in 
consequence of the employment of the Contingent as stated 
in the enclosed Extract from the Summary of the Marquess 
tf Hastings, and the manner in which each person was dis¬ 
pensed of. 

I have, &c., Ac., &c., 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, Gcrd. Snpt. 

Julmlpore, the 13 th June, 1835. 


lO 

Sir, 


Goonuh, 3d July, 1835. 
CAPTAIN W. H. SLEEMAN, 

General Superintendent, Jubulpere. 

or to acknowledge the receipt of 

nls of any 




15 This system has now, August 1835, 

I hope been happily suppressed in the Saugor 
and Nitrbudda territories, Bhopaid, Bundel- 
cund, Bogheletmd, Eastern Malwa, the greater 
part of Gwalior, the districts between the 
Ganges and the Jumna. It has also I hope 
been suppressed hi Gandeish, Gozerut, J3ei ar, 
Rajpootana, Western Malwa, and the Delhi ter¬ 
ritories, in as far as it arose from the depreda¬ 
tions of gangs that resided in the territories 
above-named, within which little more 1 hope 
remains to he done than to collect the fragments 
of the general wreck of the system- the Thirkas, 

TJugg having been apprehended by the vontiogent iforse, 
ami I ««»., unable to furnish you with the list you 

require. 

I have no Civil authority, and cannot apprehend any one 
without orders from the Resident, excepting those detected 
plundering hy the Horse stationed for the protection of 
Travellers on the roads, but many people have at different 
times been apprehended by the Contingent and by the Native 
Aumils and made ever to the Contingent at the requisition 
of different Political Authorities : the prisoners are usually 
sent either to Gwalior, Sehore, Saugor, Kotab, or where he 
requisition comes from ; no examination or trial takes phee 
here, consequently there is no record to enable me to cant- 
ply with your wishes. 

I have, &c., Ac., 

(Signed) W. STUBBS, Major, 

Superintendent Scindiaft’s Continent. 

(True Cop ; 
w ■ 
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or fully initiated Thugs, who have as yet escap¬ 
ed us, and are capable of creating new gangs 
in any part of India that they may be permitted 
to inhabit; and that they will so create them if 
left for any time undisturbed in any place, no 
man who is well acquainted with the system 

will for a moment doubt. 

10. But that the system has been suppressed 
in every part of India where it once prevailed 
(and I believe that it prevailed more or less in 
every part) is, however, a proposition that neither 
ought nor can be affirmed absolutely , for, as 
justly observed by the able Magistrate of Chit- 
toor in 1812, Mr. W. E. Wright—“ with respect 
6i to the crime of hy 1 KugS' ui I’aiisee- 

« geers, it is not possible for any Magistrate to 
“say how much it prevails in his district, in 
« consequence of the precautions taken by these 
“ people in burying the bodies of the mur- 
« dered.”* To affirm absolutely that it has been 
suppressed while any seeds of the system re¬ 
main to germinate and spread again over the 
land might soon render all that has been done 
unavailing, for there is in it a “ principle of vita¬ 
lity” which can be found hardly in any other ; 
and unhappily there exists every where too 
great a disposition to believe that we have com- 




* * 


^cretary to the Madm Govern- 


pleted what we have only successfully begun. 
However honorable to the individuals engaged 
in if and useful to the people the duty of sup¬ 
pressing this evil maybe considered, it certainly 
is one of great labour and of most painful res¬ 
ponsibility ; and as almost all those who have 
yet devoted their abilities to the task have done 
so at a personal sacrifice of some kind or an¬ 
other to themselves, they have naturally felt 
anxious to see their part of the work completed 
as soon as possible. “ Fere libenter id, quod 
voluntjiomines, credimt/' was an observation of 
Caesar’s, the truth of which is illustrated in 
almost every human undertaking ; and though 
I do not think any public officer will declare 
this evil suppressor! witliiw his jurisdiction 
before he believes it to be so, I fear many will, 
as heretofore, believe it to be so, long before it 
really is.* There were, and I believe, still are 


* Tt has been every where found dangerous for a Magis¬ 
trate to make it appear to his native police officers, that he 
believes or wishes to believe that the crime of Thuggee has 
entirely ceased within bis jurisdiction, for they will always 
be found ready to avail themselves of such an impression to 
misrepresent cases that might otherwise lead to discoveries 
of great importance. Bodies of travellers that have been 
strangled by Thugs have, in numerous instances, been 
either concealed or represented by the police as those of 
men who had died of disease, or been killed bv tygers, and 
have been burned without forth'- "eful 

inquest by *- '■ >f ‘r&on» 




in Bimdelcund, and the districts between the 
Ganges and the Jumna some small gangs of 
these assassins who confined their operations to 
the roads in the neighbourhood of their resi¬ 
dence, and the secrets of their crimes to their 

of strangulation upon their nceks. Landholders of all des¬ 
criptions, whether ostensibly entrusted with the police duties 
of their estates or not, will in the same manner always en¬ 
deavour to conceal the discovery of murders perpetrated 
within them by these people under a Magistrate anxious to 
believe that the crime does not exist within his division, 
In some parts of India heavy penalties are injudiciously 
imposed upon landholders and police officers within whose 
estates or jurisdictions bodies of murdered men may be found 
unless they can produce the perpetrators, which is, in 
effect, to encourage the crime by discouraging the report 
of those discoveries that, might lead to the arrest and con- 
viotiou ot the murderers, 

Mr. Wilson writes to tuv luouii nuvwuacr, 1834 ,—“ ft 
“ is painful to observe that wherever the Thugs go they arc 
“ invariably protected by the Znmeendars, and the premises 
« of the Thakurs or principal l andholders are the certain 
“spots to find them in.” This observation so just with 
regard to the districts east of the Jumna, has been, unhap¬ 
pily, found equally applicable to every Other part oi India 
to which our operations have extended. The Znmeendars 

or landholders of every description havi every where been 
found ready to receive these people uider their protection 
from the desire to share in the fruits of their expeditions 
and without the slightest feeling o religious or moral M- 
possibility for the murders which tiny know must he perpe¬ 
trated tr/ •' -« fruits. Al that they require from 

tbr will nd conmit murebrs within 


own families, or to a very small circle of friends 
and associates. They were either in their in¬ 
fancy, or formed by very shrewd old men who 
saw the danger of continuing with the large 
gangs and extending their expeditions into very 
distant parts. Bukshee Jemadar, one of the 
most noted Thug leaders of his day. .who died 
in the Saugor Jail in 1832, had for some fifteen 
years ceased to accompany the large gangs, and 
was supposed to have left off the trade entirely. 
He was settled at Ckutterpore on the great road 
from §angor to Culpee, with his three sons, all 
stout young men, who were supposed by all the 
old associates of their father never to have been 
initiated in the mysteries of Thuggee. They 
were all however arrested with their father and 
brought to Saugor. A trooper of th© ioth 
Cavalry cam© u> me wu «> time after this from 
the Mow Cantonments with a piteous tale of the 
loss and supposed murder of his younger bro¬ 
ther, a iioopor in the same regiment, whom he 
had a. year or two before, while on their way 
to their homes on furlough, left in company with 
a small party of extremely civil men in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Chitterpore. The young trooper’s 
pony had beconu lame on the road, and his 
bi other and part/ went on to prepare their 
^iniier, telling him to spare his pony and come 

op slowly, as they vtould have ctwv th ittp; ready 
for iliim.by the dm* hc , " ^ 

gers y ' * 
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■« very solicitous about tbe accident to Iris pony; 

“ and promised to see him safe to the encamp- 
« ment, as they were obliged to wait for a rela- 
<* tion who was following : but his brother could 
“ never after be found. I took, the trooper at 
his request to the jail, and almost as soon as lie 
entered he put his hand upon the shoulder of 
Bukshee's youngest son, who was remarkable 
for liis large eyes, saying, “ What did you do 
with my poor brother—where did you murder 
and bury him?” and turning round while he yet 
had hold of the man, he said, “ this is one of the 
meri to whom I confided my brother. Jawa- 
hir and his brothers, who had hitherto persisted 
in denying that they had ever Wn on Thuggee, 
and wliu&c lather's nhf oaaociates, now admitted 
King's evidences, used to declare that this son, 
Jawahir, so far from having been on Thuggee, 
was such a chicken-hearted lad that the very 
name of murder used to frighten him, now 
thought the charm had been broken, and con¬ 
fessed that their father had initiated them from 
fheir boyhood ; but having limited their expedi¬ 
tions to that road, and admitted only a small 
party of associates their proceedings had remain¬ 
ed undiscovered. Some of tlie old members ol 
these small gangs have been secured and con¬ 
victed of old crimes perpetrated while they were 
associate 1 -•-* ^ >e large gangs, arid they have 
ip ?ed their operations; but 

nursuit 
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ceases unless all their principal members be 
brought to punishment. 


17. It has now become quite clear to every 
unprejudiced magistrate, that, as a general prin¬ 
ciple, he can never rely upon the landholder of a 
village either to assist him in the arrest of these 
people, or to prevent their following their trade 
of murder when they are made over to him upon 
his pledge to do so. His own particular inter¬ 
est in encouraging the system and sharing in 
the spoil, will always be dearer to him than any 
<Iiat he can hope to enjoy in common with the 
society at large by the suppression of it. When 
dri v en from <»»© part of the country they never 
j doubt oi being soon ^ secure the good will 
of such land holders in any other, for they find 
little or no difficulty in establishing themselves 
in new village communities, and in connecting 
their dreadful trade with the pursuits of agricul¬ 
ture. Left unmolested for a few years they 
gain recruits from among the youth of their 
neighbourhood; and by a lavish expenditure of 
the booty they acquire, and by that, mild and 
conciliatory deportment which they find it 
necessary to learn and observe oh all occasions 
for the successful prosecution of their trade, 
they very soon gain the good will of their new 
circle of society, and contrive — ewry 
member feel interested ‘ *j 

success 



( 27 ) 

domestic life all that is enjoined by their priests, f 
or demanded by their respective casts ; nor do * 
any men cultivate with more care the esteem of < 
their neighbours, or court with more assiduity 
the good will of all constituted local authorities. J 
In short, to men who do not know them, the | 
principal members of these associations will \ 
always appear to be among the most amiable, j 
most"respectable, and most intelligent members j 
of the lower, and sometimes the middle and | 
higher classes of native society; and it is by 
no means to be inferred that every man who 
attempts to screen them from justice knows 
them to be murderers,* 

* I will here quote i passage from a private letter of Mr. 
McLeod to me writ'in at Dholepore or the banks of the 
Chumbul, May 23d, 1833. “ I am about to send off Pimis- 

ram, Laek’s brother without irons in search of his father’s 
gang, accompanied only by a sowar, a sipahee oi two, aro. a 
chuprasseo of tn y < wn, ill of whom will be directed to con¬ 
ceal their livery, rhev will be instructed o» tiling in with 
the gang to give inteUgenoe at the unrest residence of a 
native functionary, apl be furnished with a document re¬ 
questing such functionary to have them seized as “ Compa¬ 
re ka elior,” and ^ divert'd over to his superior to whom 
application will af erwards be made for their transfer. 
Purusrarn states tin t he can, it necessary, dig up at every 
stage the bodies of men they have lately murdered to satisfy 
the scruples of stlf h as doubt his information. That he will 
find out the gang f have not the slightest doubt, and if he 
prove as f'”*' " * * '•♦ellfgent as 1 hope, we may safely 

<;a l c . To ensure hi® earnestness a* 

f ; - v utmost 

*efore 
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iwvmg Saogor made me confide 
your last you say lio ought, not « 
lected your invitations, but 1 re 
ever lia»o reached him in an 


ante 


in this respect, Bhimmee Jemadar tell 
Dureean the runaway approver joined then 
my friends you bad better cnt and run as 

,, , 11 _c rrtt__ ... i „:_ . „i 


fast 


mgs are being strung about S 
the Blackwater, which is 


those that escape are to cut muttee* for life—as to the poor 


** approvers, Sleemau Sahib is getting a large mill made, up 
“ at the Mint to grind them ail to powder.” They of course 
ali took to their heels after this. Bhimmee is a mi id 
respectable kind of man who would certainty not appear 
born for a gallowi, and 1 bop«> you win let him remain with 
I feel interested, too, for the whole of Lacks'family, 
j whom I do not think there is naturally any vice, and 
ig as their proceedings would appear at home, very 
tatty palliating circumstances evidently exist here, and we 
must be guided by what is expedient. To Lack the sentence 
of any of his brothers would be most disheartening. When 
he heard of their arrest, he repeated with great feeling a 
Hindoostanee verse to this effect. “ 1 was a pearl once 
“ residing in comfort in the ocean. I surrendered my self, 
“ believing 1 should repose in pe r sf some 

<? fair damse* " T as! the*/ 
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hundred rupees, wa£ brought in to me at Saugor 
in December 1830, he told me, that if his life 
were spared he could secure the arrest of several 

4 ■ ' ; " fc ‘* <l v 1 ,* . 

** a sting through my body, ami have left me to dangK in 
<f constant pain as an ornament to her nose/’ I will hate 
Ms narrative taken and sent to you, 

D, F. McLEOD. 

Lieutenant Thomas, a very talented officer, writes to me 
from Gualior 2d September 1835—Mimohur, the brother 
oi Lack, (cousin not brother) has voluntarily surrendered 
himself, at the persuasion of his mother, who lately sent to 
me for Lack, Upon sending him to her, I told Lack that I 
would certainly intercede with you for his brother if he 
would place himself in my custody. He is many years 
younger than Laek, and has one of the most benevolent 
countenances that I have ever seen. He looks as though he 
would rather commit suicide «non cooun^n *»»^ 1 0/0 J Quoded 
murder. H« tolls me that he can point out the homes in 
the Jypore and Jodhpore villages of many noted Sooseea 
Thugs; that Raejoo is now at his home, and that he left those 
gangs only a month since actually on Thuggee in Jodhpore. 5 ' 

G. P. THOMAS- 

Purusrara came up with his father’s gang at Alneeabas 
in the Joudpore territory, where they had been arrested by 
the fhakur who refused to give them to our guard—beat the 
old man to death and released the rest. See Geneologieal 
Tables No. 72 and 278. 

Mr. Wilson, Sept. 1835, observes of Makeen Lodhee, 
one of the approvers, that “ he is one of the best men l have 
ever known l” and I believe that Makeen may be trusted in 
any relation of life save that between a Thug who has taken 
the au c ' r% velier with something worth taking 

u r upon travellers as a sportsman 

ollect their 
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large gangs who were in February to rendez¬ 
vous at Jvpore, and proceed into Guzerat and 
Candeish. Seeing me disposed to doubt his 
authority upon a point of so much importance, 
he requested me to put him to the proof—4o take 
him through the village of Selohda, which ’ay 
two stages from Saugor ou the road to Seronge, 
and through which I Was about to pass in my 
tour of the district, of which I had recei ved the 
civil charge, and he would show, me his ability 
and inclination to give me correct information. 
I did so, and my tents were pitched, where 
tents usually are, in the small mango grove. I 
reached them in the evening, and when 1 got 
up in the morning he pointed out three places, 
kxx vrtnnh he and his gang had deposited at 
dinerem intervals die .bodies of line© parties of 
travellers. A Pundit and six attendants mur¬ 
dered in 1818, lay among the ropes of my sleep¬ 
ing tent, a Havildar and four Sipahaes murder¬ 
ed in 1824, lay under my horses, and four Brah¬ 
man carriers of Ganges water and a woman 
murdered soon after the Pundit, lay within iny 
sleeping tent.* The sward had grown over the 

favorite Belas, or places for murder, as sportsmen recollect 
their best sporting grounds, and talk of them, when they can, 
with the same kind of glee ! 

I he principal loaders of the gangs, by whom these 
Brahmins were murdered, were P 
cousiu of Ferinma, and Di> ^ 

Thugs. 
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whole, and not the slightest sign of its ever 
having been broken was to be seen. The thing 
seemed to me incredible 5 but after examining 
attentively a small brick terrace close by, and 
the different trees around, he declared himself 
prepared to stake Iris life upon the accuracy of 
his information. My wife was still sleeping” 
over the grave of the water-carriers unconscious 
of what was doing or to be done.* 1 assembled 
the people of the surrounding villages, and the 
Thanadar and his police, who resided in the 
village of Korae close by, and put the people 
to work over the grave of the Hhvildar. They 
dug down five feet without perceiving the slight¬ 
est signs of the bodies or of a grave. All the 
people assembled seemed delighted to think that 
I was become weary like themselves, and satis¬ 
fied that the man was deranged ; but there was 
a calm and quiet confidence about him that 
made me insist upon their going on, and at last 
we came upon the bodies of the w hole five laid 
out precisely as he had described- My wile, 
still unconscious of our object in digging, had 
repaired to the breakfast tent which was pitched 
at some distance from the grove; and I now 
had the ropes of the tent removed, and the 

* She bm often rmce declared that she never had a 
of * * ' * and that while asleep her soul 

mt n- "mo conscious of the dreadful 
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bodies of the Pandit and#-his six compani¬ 
ons in a much greater state of decay, exhum¬ 
ed from about the same depth, and from the 
exact spot pointed out. The Cawruttiea were 
afterwards disinterred, and he offered to point 
out others in tiie neighbouring groves, but I was 
sick of the horrid work, and satisfied with what 
he had already done.* The gangs which were 
concentrating upon Jypore were pursued, and 
the greater part of them taken; and Peringeea’s 
life was spared for his services. 

1 9. While I was in the Civil charge of the 
district of Nursingpore, in the valley of the 
Nurbuddah, in the years 18*22, 23, and 24, no 
ordinary robbery or theft could be committed 
without my becoming acquainted with it; nor 
was there a robber or a thief of the ordinary kind 
in the district, with whose character 1 had not 
become acquainted in the discharge of my duty 
as Magistrate ; and if any man had then told me, 
that a gang of assassins by profession resided in 
the village of Kundelee, not four hundred yards 

lb* proprietor of the village of Selolida connived at 
all this, and received the horse of the Pundit in a present.. 
Several of the gang resided in this village, and the rest used 
to encamp in his grove every year in passing, and remain 
there ior many days at a time feasting, carousing and mur¬ 
dering' i lie people of the village c*' 1 ’ ’—rounding 

country knew nothing of the* th* 

police of *’ ’ • 
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from my court, and,lhat the .extensive groves of 
the village of Muiulesur, only one stage from me, 
on the road to Saugor and Bhopaul, was one of 
the greatest Beks, or places of murder in all 
India ; and that large gangs from Hindustan 
and the Duckun used to rendezvous in these 
groves, remain in them for many days together 
every year, and carry on their dreadful trade 
along all the lines of road that pass by and 
branch off from them, with the knowledge and 
connivance of the two land holders by whose 
ancestors these groves had been planted, I 
should have thought him a fool or a mad man ; 
and yet nothing could have been more true. 
The bodies of a hundred travellers lie buried in 
and around the grr*>es of Mundesur; and a 
gang of assassins lived in and about the village 
of Kun delee while I was Magistrate of the dis¬ 
trict, and extended their depredations to the 
cities of Poona and Hydrabad. 

i ' 

* 20. Tlie first party of men I sent into the 
Duckun to aid Captain Reynolds, who had been 
selected by Colonel Stewart to superintend the 

* Extract of a letter from Mr. Cameron , Assistant Resident, 

Hydrabad, to Captain Reyn Ids, dated 2 1 st Sept . 1835* 

“ 1 have the honor to acquaint yon that in consequence of 
the information given by Sfhib Khan and Ramzanee, lately 
seized, ’ ’ "vjskions have been forwarded to you* 

tW a committed by Thugs 

MnpeU;. th* 
yilh the 
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employment of am means for the suppression 
of the system in the Nizam’s dominions, recog¬ 
nized in the person of one of the most respect¬ 
able iinen drapers of the cantonments of Hingolee, 

two persons lately apprehended, to pjrip<?**d to these places for 
th<* purpose of disinterring the bodies, and obtaining such 
other information as may tend to convict the parties impli¬ 
cated, as it is very probable that more of the Thugs concern¬ 
ed in these murders may he hereafter apprehended. 

it also appears that numerous Thugs have lately resorted 
to the city and its environs probably occasioned by the pre¬ 
sent active pursuit, ami the Resident is of opinion that the 
presence of an intelligent mootsuddy for sometime with a 
party of approvers acquainted with the Thugs in this part of 
the country, might be attended with advantage, particularly 
as the seizure of Thug** who can by their own testimony 
show that they were implicated 1 * nrar ders unknown until 
pointed out by themselves, may tend to convince persons as 
yet incredulous of the existence of this systematic mode of 
assassination/ 5 

Extract of a letter from, Colonel Stewart , Resident at Hydra- 
bad , to Captain Sleernan t dated 6th Get. i 835. 

Para. 4.—'“ 1 beg to observe that the recent apprehension 
of two Thugs at the place, who have made confession and 
have pointed out the dead bodies of persons lately murdered 
by them and their fraternity, close to the city, seems to have 
had a striking effect in convincing the minister of the reality 
of the existence in such numbers of these miscreants, of 
which I fear he formerly doibtetl A strong proof of this 
is the circumstance that one person in the city who was de¬ 
nounced as a Thug having made his escape, the minister 
himself sent his own people in pursuit of him, had him 
apprehended and sent to me, 1 e IJ0W 

* that there * 4 «tncf 
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Huree Sing, the adopted son of Jowahir Sookiil, 
Subadar of Thugs, who had twenty years before 
been executed with twenty-one of his followers 
at Aggnr for the murder of a party of two 
women and eight men close to the cantonments. 
On hearing that the Huree Sing of the list sent 
to him of noted Thugs at large in the Duckun 
was the Huree Sing of the Sadder Bazar, Captain 
Reynolds was quite astounded, for so correct 
had he been in his deportment and all his deal¬ 
ings, that he had won the esteem of all the gen¬ 
tlemen of the station, who used to assist him in 
procuring passports for his goods on their way 
from Bombay ; and yet he had, as he has since 
himself shown, been carrying on his trade of 
murder up to the very day of liis arrest with 
gangs of Hindustan and the Duckun on all the 
roads around, and close to the cantonments of 
Hingolee ; and leading out his gang of assassins 
while he pretended to be on his w ay to Bombay 
for a supply of fresh linens and broad cloth. 
Captain Reynolds had for several years up to 
this time had the civil charge of the district of 
Hingolee, without having had the slightest sus¬ 
picion of the numerous murders that he has now 
discovered to have been every year perpetrated 
within his jurisdiction.* 

* The following' is an extract from the narrative of this 
h* 1 -Msa, taken at Hingolee. 

**>. I was »- 'A at Hingolee, in 
hloluudauz 
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*1. / In Glide and other parts of India where 
the fields are irrigated from wells, the bodies of 

« in the Hingolee cantonments, I used before to bring 
“ cloths from Eerar to the cantonments for sale; and be- 
u came intimately acquainted with Malia Sing, Subuhdar of 
,e the Golundauzes. I told him that I should like to set up 
“ a shop in his bazar; and he advised me to do so, and got 
“ the Cotvval to assign me a place. I set up a linen-draper s 
“ shop, and I went several times with other shop-keepers to 
“ Bombay to purchase a stock of broad cloths and other 
*« articles. The people of the cantonments knew that I used 
•* to deal to the extent of several hundred rupees. 

“ When I resided at Omrowtee about seven years ago, I 
“ used to come to Hingolee and lodge iu the house of Ham 
“ Sing, Thug, who has since been seized and sent to Jubnl- 
“ pore. Sometimes I came with the gangs on Thuggee and 
“ sometimes as a merchant with cloths lor sale. When I 
•« came with cloths l used to stay for fifteen or twenty days 

at a time in the Moghul Sowar lines, and other places. 
«< After the release of Ouraagur and his gang from Hingo- 
“ lee after the Girgow murders, I, with Maunkhan, the two 
“ Nasirs, Chotee approver and others, killed three Mar- 
“ waries; and after this Imam and Chotee got seized at 
“ Saugor, and this was reported to mo by Kureem Khan and 
“ others who came to Omrowtee from the Nurbndda valley ; 
“ and 1 thought that I might be pointed out and arrested. 
“ This was my reason for leaving Omrowtee for Hingolee. 
“ When I was arrested I had determined to leave off 
“ Thuggee, and intended to go and reside at Bombay. I 
“ used to go out occasionally on Thuggee after 1 settled at 
“ Hingolee, aDd when the gangs of Thugs encamped on the 

“ tank or lodged in the Dhurumsalah, ’ - 1 ** ‘inverse 

“ with them ; but I never let th» v 1. 

“ Ismael Tl>’ 


travellers murdered by these people fire frequent¬ 
ly found by the cultivators and land holders 
who take them out and bury them without any 
report to the police, knowing that they are the 
bodies of travellers so murdered, whose distant 
friends are not likely to trouble them with any 
enquiries. In some ineturicGS we have found 
that they save themselves this trouble by throw¬ 
ing in some dead carcase in order to account for 
the offensive smell of the putrid bodies, should 
any one have the curiosity to enquire the cause. 
Such, in short, are the precautions taken by 
these people to conceal their murders both 
before and after they take place, that they may 
be every year perpetrated in the district of the 

• - me baz:u uf clie fifth Regiment, and he served Captain 
“ Scott as a Gareeivan. Molina, alias Rahman, used also to 
“ reside here sometimes. Ttahleen also used to live and 
“ work in the bazar, but they used all three to go oil ths 
“ roads, as many travellers used to pass and no one sought 
“ after Thugs. Any skilful party might have had three or 
“ four affairs every night without any one being the wiser 
“ for it. People knew not what Thuggee was, nor what 
“ kind of people Thugs were. Travellers were frequently 
“ reported to have been murdered by robbers, but people 
“ thought the robbers must he in the jungles ; and never 
“ dreamed that they were murdered by the men they saw 
“ every day about them, T never invited a Thug to my 
“ house, nor did I ever expose any of the articles obtained 
“ in Thuggee for sale. I was much respected by the people 
“.p f *onmeats and never suspected till 
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most vigilant Magistrate without his having any 
knowledge or suspicion of them ; and their sub¬ 
sequent discovery must not be considered to 
detract from his character as a public officer 
unless it can be shown that he has discouraged 
the free report of those circumstances that 
might have led to the discovery earlier. 

22. The extent of good above described has 
been effected by the arrest of above two thousand 
Thugs, who have been tried at Indore, Hydrabad, 
Saugor and Jubulpore. One hundred and fifty 
have been tried and convicted at Indore, eighty- 
four at Hydrabad; and at Saugor and Jubulpore 
above twelve hundred have been convicted, in 
one hundred and sixty seven trials, of the mur¬ 
der of nine hundred and forty-seven pvt™*.* ; 
while about two hundred and fifty have, in all 
these trials at Indore, Hydrabad, Saugor and 
Jubulpore, been admitted as King’s evidences on 
the conditions of exemption from the punish¬ 
ment of death and transportation beyond seas for 
all past offences, provided they placed all those 
offences on record when required to do so, and 
assisted in the arrest of their associates in crime. 

2,3. riiese men are commonly tried for one 
particular case of murder, perpetrated on one 
expedition, in which case all the eu nfr may have 
participated, and in which i, e 

most con’ 



of these cases have been found to occur on every 
expedition ; and every man has, on an average, 
been on more than ten of these expeditions. 
The murders for which they are tried are not, 
therefore, commonly more than a hundredth 
part of the murders they have perpetrated in the 
[course of their career of crime. In the last 
Sessions held at Jubulpore by Mr. Smith 
1834-33, thirty-six cases from Hydrabad, wm- 
mitted by Captain Reynolds, and forty-two cases 
from other parts committed by myself, were 
tried, and two hundred and six prisoners convict- 
red of the murder of four hundred and forty 
• persons. Of these persons the bodies of three 
hundred and ninety had been disinterred and 
inquests held upon them l«»»viucr milv fiftv-t' v a 
unaccounted for.* 

24. In the dominions of the King of Glide 
much lias already been done by Colonel Low 
and Captain Paton ; and I have no doubt of a 
successful result to our efforts in that quarter 


* These trials included several supplementary cases, or 
cases which had been tried before, but were brought on as 
other prisoners, who were not forthcoming when they were 
first tried, have been arrested and brought in for trial. 

As Mr. £ mith has now embarked for the Cape, and will not 
therefore be able to report himself upon the last sessions, 
1 think i* *' x te that he considered himself greatly 

of his officiating personal 

s> X T 

4 JL • 
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provided the pursuit be actively kept up in such 
of our districts as border upon them, and the 
local Magistrates continue to give the Dude 
authorities their cordial support and co-opera¬ 
tion ; nor have I much doubt of ultimate success 
in Western Malwa,* Guzerat, Rajpootana, and 
the Delhi territories. Great progress has been 
made in the extensive territories of the Nizam, 
south of the Nerbndda, by Captain Reynolds, 
under the auspices of the Resident, Colonel 
Stewart; and as the Bombay Government and 
local authorities in the conterminous districts of 
that Presidency have manifested the most anxi¬ 
ous wish to co-operate, those of Madras will 
probably do the same, and we shall have 

* fair prospect of ultimate success throughout 
the countries south of the Nerbudda. 

25. Something has been done in Behar by 
Mr. Peploe Smith, a very active and intelligent 
Magistrate, and by Mr. C. W. Smith and others, 
and what has been done may lead to more ; but 
the provinces of Behar, Bengal, and Orissa, are 
those in which my hopes of final success are 
perhaps least sanguine.f The river Thugs of 

* Indeed Major Borth wick’s great stneess in Western 
Malwa has lett but little to accomplish in tl\at quarter. 

t A party of nine sipahees and a Non-Commissioned.Officer, 
all from the. 11th Regiment JS T at ; *dered 

by a gan>- - <tos- 


•Bengal,| (a) who reside chiefly in the district of 
Bard wan, on the banks ot the Hooghly, will defy 


of May 1833, wliil® on their way to their homes on 
furlough. 4 party of eight sipalvees from the 70th and 
other regiments were murdered by the same people between 
Ghazeepore and Buxar in August last, and numerous other 
parties of the same kind have no doubt fallen victims to 
the system which has as yet received little or no check on 
the roads east of Ghazeepore* 

The returns which I have called for from all the Native 
Regiments* of the Bengal Army of the casualties among the 
men who have gone on furlough this season, will, I hope, 
bear me out in the conclusion that the roads in all the other 
pari* above described are now free from the depredations of 
these gangs. 

■*J*r II rr " -* 

TV p following communication received while these sheets 

the. opinion above expressed.--E». 

To W. H. MACNAGHTEN, Esq. 

Secy, to the Govt, of India, Fort William, 

I cannot deny myself the gratification of forward- 
inr for submission to Government, a copy ot one of the 
"V . mv circular Letter to the Commanding Officeis ot 
'JZ Native Reglm.nl. i» fuo Bengal A,written for 
Z purpose of nscertnininf U.e r.s.lt of onr operation. as for 
as regards the security of the roads to cur Native troops, 
going on and returning from furlough. 
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all our efforts unless some special measure be 
adopted by Goveriimeu for the suppression of 

With the exception of the province® into which our ope- 
Wo not extended, all the Iwnrns ja i T «o*ived 
exhibit the same satisfactory results, 

I have, &c. &c. 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, Gen Supt . 

Camp Dhanmnee, Gen. V ) 

Office, the 4th Dec., 1835. ) 

Mhotv, 24*8' November, 1835. 



X have the honor to inform you that i*>e whole of 
the Native Commissioned and Non- Commissioned GfHcers, 
Drummers and Sepoys of the Regiment under my command 
have rejoined from general leave of absence, w ith exception 
1 -««> reported su-«v utwpn], 

1 nave aiso niuen pleasure iu mentioning that not a man of 
this corps has been missing for the last four or five years, 
and such is the safe state of the roads now, that I have sent 
two servants twice from hence to Rewah and Cawnpore, and 
once from Saugor to Rewah in 1832, and they met with no 
annoyance; and so changed are the natives that one or two 
will now most willingly proceed from hence on any duty 
without the least fear of Thugs; whereas in 1829-30 when 
stationed at Saugor, no number under 20 or 30 and well 
armed, could venture a couple of miles from cantonment. 

I have, &c, &c f 

(Signed) J. S. MACLAREN, Major, 
Commanding i(Uh Regiment. 

To W. H. SLEEMAN, 

Gen. Supt., Jubulpore. 

(frue Cop” 
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their system, and we have, to promote its success, 
a combination of circumstances almost favor¬ 
able to be hoped for. They are supposed v> be 
between two and three hundred, and to employ 
about twenty boats, which pass up and down the 
Ganges during the months of November, Decem¬ 
ber, January, and February. Each boat is 
provided with a cr^ of about fourteen persons, 
; 11 Thuc:«, but employed in different capacities. 


CVl L A JLXlAii ^ w — 

Some are employed in pulling the boat along by 
a rjpe, and appear like the dandies or rowers 


»nd pullers of ordinary boats; some as Sothds, j 
or uiveiglers, follow the boats along the roads j 

I The following have been mentioned to me as the principal 


leaders of this class . 


1 4of Cast. Boats. Thugs. Remarks, 

Na*f.s. i a »*' 



pw.ilivT.fl n 2 



N9 . a ei» Saboft,.. 32 D,t0 ’“ 

fviiuruok Baboo, 35 Had, .. 
Sweater Alee,.. 40 Mo^lma» : 

Sewdceal Babot, 25 Bnbman, 
jedajHW,. s; 5wa#a >" 


2 30 

7 50 


40 ftfjtfulraaii, 0 


7 50 

_ , A V Hires a boat from 


Hires a boat from 


Khuruck Baboo. 
Hires a boat from 


Hires a boat from 


Khuruck Baboo. 



I Naraen Baboo. 
S Hires a boat * v 



of the boots gets 
| for the boat the 
^ share of oce man* 


18 22^ 


W . H, S. 



















that run parallel with the river, and by various 
arts prevail upon travellers to embark as passen¬ 
gers on board their boats, where they find many 
'jYivgs well dressed, tmd of the most respectable 
appearance, pretending to be going on or return¬ 
ing from a pilgrimage to the holy places of 
Guya,' Benares, Allahabad. &c. These are the 
stranglers and their assistant who on a signal 
given by the man at the helm on dtofe ( Hykureea)} 
strangle the travellers, break their back bones 
and push them out of a window in the side 4,to 
the river. Each boat has one of these window* 
on each side, and they are thrust out of tl@d 
facing the river. 

26. Several boats belonging to the same 
association follow «»«u uu.. _ _ v + j, 0 distance 

of from four to six miles, and when ti e tra¬ 
vellers show any signs of disliking 0 ? dis¬ 
trusting the inveigler of one, or any disincli¬ 
nation to embark at the glal where his Wat 
is to be found, the inveigler of the one in 
advance learns it by signs from the other, as 
lie and the travellers overtake him. The new 
inveigler gets into conversation witkilje travel¬ 
lers, and pretends to dislike the apearance of 
the first, who in his turn, pretends » be afraid 
of the new one, and lags behind, wile the new 
man and the travellers congratuiat each o her 
on having shaken off so so Qr 

These jin” ' 1 


mmsT/fy 



( ) 



touch them they must return and otter saenfk# | 
of some kind or other. They never keep any 
article that can lead to suspicion, as their bouts j 
are constantly liable to be searched by the 
custom-house officers. Nothing 1 believe could 
tempt them to murder a woman. This class con¬ 
tain Mahommudans and Hindoos of all casts, ana 
they go up the river Ganges as far as Benares, 
and sometimes even as far as Cawnpore it is 
said ; and they carry on their depredations as 
well going down as coming up the nyer. 1 he 
Lodahas, Moteeas, and Jumaldehee 1 hugs, who 
reside in Behar and Bengal, are all acquainted 
with them, as the principal scene of their opera¬ 
tions is along the banks of the Ganges and other 
large river, into which they throw the bodies 
of their victims. Their resting places or Iha- 
,, a a are almost always upon the banks of 
Lse rivers, where the large and most freqaent- 
ed roads approach nearest to them ; and there 
they remain for a long time together destroying 
such travellers as they car. persuade to spend 
the ni w ht with them. When they fall m w.th 
the boats, and see a chance ot a good pme, 
some of the members of their gang go on board 
and assist in the murder; and the whole so = 
shares equally with that of the boatmen m the 

spoil. < 


'•in of operations Ike 

" Till the 
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arrest of a large gang from Hindoostan on its 
return from an expedition into the Dnc&izn hy 
Captain, now Major Borthwick, Political Agent 
at Maliidpore ;* and that of another by me in 
Bhopaiii in the beginning of 1830.j These 
arrests were attended by a combination of cir- 


<SL 


* Major Borthwick, on the 7th of November 1831, accom¬ 
panied by Captain McMahon and a pavty of two hundred of 
the Jowra Cavalry Contingent, made a night march of thirty 
miles, and arrested an entire gang of forty-six of these mur¬ 
derers, with property to the value of about twelve thousand 
rupees, which they had brought home from a recent expedi¬ 
tion in which they had murdered a great many persons. His 
exertions in the cause have been unwearied, and eminently 
successful, and the gangs of Western Maiwa have been 
almost entirely extirpated by Uia auv fir* Appendix X. 

j-A gang of one hundred and five was arrested by Mr. 
Molony as they were crossing the valley of the Nerbudda 
from the Duckun after the Lucknadowu murders in 1023. 
The bodies of the murdered people were pointed out and 
taken up at the time, but the death of Mr. Molony and 
other circumstances deferred the trial till 1830. Another 
large gang was arrested en its return from the Duckun over 
the same road by Captain Wardlow in 1826, and sent to Mr. 
C. Fraser at Jubuipore. He had the bodies of a great 
number of people whom they had murdered along the road 
disinterred ; and having committed the case for trial to Mr 
Wilde’, then Agent of the Governor General at Jubuipore, 
they were all convicted, and punished. Another was seized 
by Maj, r Henley at Bhopaul; am these several seizures 
inay he "onsidered as having laid the of the sub¬ 
sequent proceedings in havin'- > rous 

sources o* 
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cumstances so fortunate, that a man might con¬ 
sider them as providential without exposing 
himself to the charge of superstition The 
feelings of every one whose feelings were of any 
importance to'the cause, from the Governor 
General Lord Wm. Bentinck and Vice Vvesx- 
dent in Council, Sir Charles Metcalfe, to the 
humblest individual, seemed to be deeply and 
simultaneously interested in promoting its suc¬ 
cess. Colonel Stewart, who was at the time 
the representative of the Government at the 
Court of Indore, tried the gang arrested by 
Captain Borthwick, under instructions from 
the Supreme Government; and he long after¬ 
wards declared “ that he considered the share he 
« had had in bringing these men to punishment 
£ ‘ as by fm tl<c rn oo<: L oi liis public 

„ life ” though few men in India have, I believe, 
had a more useful career. Mr. Smith, who was 
the Governor General’s representative m the 
Saueor and Nerbudda Territories, has felt the 
same with regard to his- share in bringing the 
other gangs to punishment. 


<>£ The Government observed upon the trial 
of the Mahidpore gang— 


<SL 


« These murders having been perpetrated in 
« territories belonging to various native chiefs, 
*« #T> > ‘rat.ors being inhabitants of 

« ’ •'oaine *■" d ; Aferent autho- 


** rities, there is no chief in particular, to whom 
“ we con’d deliver them for punishment, as their 
“ sovereign, or as the prince of the territory in 
“ which the crime had been committed.’’,,,. 

“ The hand of these inhuman monsters being 
“ against every one, and there being uo country 
“ within the range of their annual excursions 
“ from Bundelcund to Guzerat in which they 
“ have not committed murder, it appears to His 
“ Lordship in Council, that they may be consi- 
“ dered like pirates, to be placed w ithout the 
“ pale of social law, and be subjected to condign 
“ punishment by whatever authority they may 
“ be seized and convicted.’ * 

29. It IsJ It jpiiilciplo law ui* IJ/dXlOHS, 

recognized I believe by every civilized people, 
that assassins by profession shall find in no 
country a sanctuary, but shall every where be 
delivered up to the Sovereign who reclaims them 
and in whose dominions they have perpetrated 
their crimes ; and as the crimes of these assas¬ 
sins are never confined to the country in which 
they reside, and as every country in India must 
now be considered as under the protection of 

See Mr. Sporetary Swinton’s letter to Colonel Stewart 
of the 23d October 1829. To few men is the success which 
has attended these operations more atributaW* than to Mr. 
George Swinton, who was then CJ> !/ rn- 

nient and is 


•'MIW* 



the Supreme Government in some relation or 
other, that Government very properly under¬ 
took the duty which seemed to be imposed upon 
it by the laws of humanity and of nations, and 
determined to reclaim them from every State in 
which they might seek shelter.* 


*20 unhappily there are in India few native 
chiefs who have any great feelings of sympathy 
even with the inhabitants of their own territories 
beyond their own family or clan, or any parti¬ 
cular desire to protect them from the robber or 


* ft Although the justice of each nation ought in general 
*• to be confined to the punishment of crimes committed in 
“ its own territories, we ought to except from this rule 


'#*81 


“ those villains, who by the nature and habitual frequency 
“ of their crimes violate all public security, and declare 
** themselves the enemies of the human race. Poisoners, 
“ assassins, and incendiaries by profession, may be exter- 
“ minated wherever they are seized : for they attack and 
« injure all nations, by trampling under foot the found a- 
“ tions of their common safety. Thus pirates are sent to 
“ the gibbet by the first into whose hands they fall. If the 
“ sovereign of the country where crimes of that nature have 
“ been committed, reclaims the perpetrators of them in 
“ order to bring them to punishment, they ought to he sur- 
“ rendered to him, as being the person who is principally 
11 interested in punishing them in an exemplary manner, 
“ And as it is proper to have criminals regularly convicted 
■“ by a trial in due form of law, this is a second reason for 
“ delivering ur> malefactors of that class to the States where 
1“ die- mmitied. — Cattrf's Law of Nature 

an ■ : ■ 
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the assassin ; and no instance can I believe be 
found of one extending his sympathies or his 
charities io the people of any other territory. 
They have , however, all a feeling of strong pride 
iu Maiming for their own territory the privilege 
of a sanctuary for the robbers and assassins of 
all other territm, while their public officers of 
every description and landholders of every tieg rC( > 
convert this privilege, when conceded to their 
chiefs, into a source of revenue for themselves. 

31. From the time that our government 
^assumed, under the Marquis oi Hastings, its 
true and dignified position as the protector of 
the society of India generally against the savage 
inroads of the Pindary hordes, the native 
chiefs considered themselves as standing, with 
regard to us, in a relation entirely new; and 
bound to obey our call for aid and support in 
the suppression of any system prej udieial to the 
general interest and welfare of the community. 
They all knew that this system of merciless and 
indiscriminate assassination was still more gene¬ 
ral than that of the Pindaries, that it was the 
growth of ages, extended all over India, and 
being founded in the faith of religious ordimmee 
and dispensation, had become so deeply rooted 
in the soil, that nothing but the interposition, 
under providence, of the Supreme Government, 
anti the acquiescence, suppr nation 

of all its A r - 


pate it. But, as in the case of the Pindarics, 
many of these native chiefs or their officers 
and landholders, nevertheless sacrificed with 
reluctance, the revenues they were in the habit 
of deriving from these people, and w ith still 
more the pride of being thought able to afford 
to them that asylum which others were obliged 
to deny, and consequently, the refutation of 
being able to refuse with impunity an acquies¬ 
cence which others were obliged to concede to 
the Supreme Government; and such men avail¬ 
ed themselves with avidity of the indolence, or 


indifference of the European functionaries by 
whom our (iovetww^nt happened to he represent¬ 
ed. Happily they have been very rare, and 
the obstacles which they have caused very few; 
while the instances of the cordial, zealous, anc 
active co-operation of A ’”'** ; ° nnri * a liave 

been very numew‘ 19 - 

32 |p lt it must be admitted that this evil 
has prevailed in our own provinces as much as 


* In addition to the Politico functionaries already named 
I should name as having givei us their cordial support, and 
valuable aid—The Ilonorabe R. Cavendish as Resident at 
the Court of Gwalior; Ma» Alves as Political Agent, in 
Bhopaul and A gent in Eaj wtana ; Col onel Spiers as Acting 
Agent in Rajpootana apolitical Agent atNeemuch ; Mr. 
Wilkinson Political Ajent in Bhopaul ; Captain Wade, 
p o j;v ’’**eeana; Mr. Graeme and Colonel 

p * -' e Nw ■<" ’ Robin- 
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in Native States; and if i were called upon to 
state any single cause which has operated more 
than any other to promote its extension, I should 
say it was the illogical application in practice 
of the maxim, “ that it is better ten guilty men 
“ should escape than that one innocent man 
“ should suffer” It is no doubt better that ten 
guilty men should escape the punishment of death, 
and all the eternal consequences which may 
result from it, than that one innocent man should 
suffer that punishment,; but it is not better that 
ten assassins by profession should escape, and 
lie left freely and impudently to follow every 
vrhere their murderous trade thf*“ owe inno¬ 
cent man should suffer the inconvenience of tempo¬ 
rary restraint; and wherever the maxim has 
been so understood and acted upon me innocent 
have boon punished for the guilty. 

In a country like India, abounding- in associations 
of this kind, and with every facility they could 
desire to promote their success, and with little 
communion of thought or feeling between the 
governing and the gcverned, the necessity of 
prosecuting gang robbers and murderers with 
such a maxim so understood and acted upon, 


son and Johnstone as Assistants Officiating 'Residents at 
the Court of Holcar; Mr. William and Colonel Balfour at 
Barocla; Major Ross, Political Agn t at Kota; and though 
last not least Mr. Ainslie and M .„ n|a ia 

the Goverfto"’ »«t a t Bunt'- 1 
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is often found to be a greater source of evil to 
the families and village communities who have 
suffered than the robbers and murderers them¬ 
selves ; for the probability is always in favor of 
the criminals being released, however notorious 
their character and guilt to wreak their ven¬ 
geance upon them at their leisure, after the 
innocent and the sufferers have been ruined by 
the loss of time and labour wasted in attendance 
upon the Courts to give unavailing evidence. 

33. It is a maxim with these assassins that 
“ dead men tell no tales,” and upon this maxim 
they invariably act. They permit no living 
witness to their crimes to escape, and therefore 

never attempt the murder of any party until 
they j?- -i . - uemg ante u» murder the 

whole. They will travel with a party of unsus¬ 
pecting travellers for days, and even weeks 
together, eat with them, sleep with them, attend 
divine worship with them at the holy shrines on 
the road, and live with them in the closest terms 
of intimacy till they find time and place suitable 
for the murder of the whole. Having in the 
course of ages matured a system by which the 
attainment of any other direct evidence to their 
guilt is rendered almost impossible, they bind 
each other to secresy by the most sacred oaths 
that their superstition can afford ; and such 


as.. 

cl 


■sire from any government a 
- -cdations 
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than a copy of the rule, “ that the testimony of 
“ any number of confessing prisoners shall not 
« be considered a sufficient ground to authorize 
“ the detention of their associates ; ioi it the 
confessing prisoners escape the laws of the 
country, they are put to death by the laws ol 
the association. To suppress associations of this 
kind in such a country and such a society as 
those of India, a departure from rules like these, 
however suitable to ordinary times and circum¬ 
stances, and to a more advanced and a more 
rational system of society, becomes indispensa¬ 
bly necessary ; and. as they have matured their 
system to deprive all governments of every other 
kind of direct evidence to their guilt but the testi¬ 
mony of their associates, it behoves all Govern- 

meBtS) ill va vlvi i-V j. i/J i'C' »> • - Gif'* ** 1 n V nl 0 f 

able an evil, to mature another by which their 
testimonies shall be rendered effectual for then- 
conviction without endangering the safety of the 
innocent.* This I hope has now been done, but 

* In the view here given of the system, ami of the inade¬ 
quacy of the ordinary tribunals, under the ordinary rules of 
procedure, to suppress it, I have no doubt that every sensible 
Magistrate in India will coincide. T lie very able Magistrate oi 
Chittoor in his letter of the Gth December IB09> states para* 
11th, “ It is only necessary to consider the habits ot the 
“ Faseegarstohe convinced of the extreme difficulty ot disco- 
u vering and convicting them, and how inadequate the ordinary 
measures of police and the operation of the laws are 

** for effecting those objects. These 

“outoftb' wn of 




« their usual places of abode : they are sometimes absent j 
« f rom their homes for several months together, and take j 



««journeys of many hundred miles : their victims are gene- I 
<i ra iiy Travellers with whose circumstances they become 
*< acquainted at public choultries : they frequently change J 
•* their names and sometimes go by several names, the better j 
“ to prevent detection : they murder their victims at a dis- j 
«« tance from towns or large villages, in public roads leading j 
<< through jungles, or uncultivated land in which they bury j 
« their bodies : they sometimes take with them some of their 
a children (boys under twelve years of age) the less to attract 
notice and suspicion ; the head man ot the gang sometimes j 
«< r ides on a horse, and they have generally with them some 
“ Bullocks or Tattoo Ponies to carry the plundered pro- 
“ perty; and by these means they mere readily pass for 
« merchants, the character they frequently assume. A ge:.g j 
“ i s always sufficiently numerous ‘u allow of several persons 
“ belonging to it being station.a at a short distance from the 
“ places where their victims are put to death, to giv6 alarm | 
in case of the appr mh of danger ; and they never commit 
«< a robbery unaccompanied with murder : they first strangle j 
“ their victims and then plunder them.” 


!| To the causes above stated I may add the perpetual changes 

in the magistracy of districts, inseparable from our scheme of 
civil administration, which prevent any one from becoming 
well •> haracter and circumstances of the 

ne rbuiii’e. to be so. 



point of paramount importance in the nomination 
of officers to the department, Government will 
certainly not do its duty to the society . 

34. The trial of these people for murders 
perpetrated in the Hydrabad and Indore domi¬ 
nions, was with the consent, of the Nizam and 
Hole a r Governments, made over to the British 
Residents at their respective Courts, but subject 
to the revision and final orders of the Supreme 
Government. That of those charged with mur¬ 
ders perpetrated in the Oude territory, has, with 
the consent of the King, been made over to the 
Resident at that. Court. The trial of those 
charged with murders perpetrated in any other 
territory, and beyond the limits of districts in 
which our Regulations are in force, was made 
over to the Governor General’s Agent in the 
Saugor and Nurbudda territories, who has since 
for tiie time been entrusted, for special reasons 
assigned by the Resident and approved by 
Government, with the trial of those charged with 
the murders in the Hydrabad territories also. 

35. Thugs charged with murders perpetrated 

in the districts where our Regulations are in force 
were to be made over for trial to the regular 
tribunals; but, with the sanction of Government 
previously obtained in any particular case, the 
venue might be changed fro* >♦’ any 

one die-let to that of nno C. 


VIOMl i° 
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Special Commissioner for the whole, Mr. Stoek- 
well, then Commissioner of the Allahabad Divi¬ 
sion, who consented to undertake that in addition 
to his other duties, and who conducted, in that 
capacity, the trial of one of our most interesting 
and important cases committed to him by Mr. 
Wilson. 

30. When I first undertook +)>.'» duty of super¬ 
intending the operation for the arrest, of these 
gangs, and of collecting the evidence for the cases 
in which they were to be committed for trial, the 
most l aborious and painful that I have ever per¬ 
formed, I had the civil charge of tlie district of 
Juhulpore on the Nurbudda river. As that of 

eligible, ! was in January 1831 transferred to the 
civil charge of that district during t^absenceol 

Mr C. Fraser on sick leave to the lulls. On 1 is 

return in January 1832 he resumed charge of the 
revenue and civil duties, and left me the criminal, 
which X continued to discharge till January 1 835, 
while Captain I.ow continued to officiate lor me 
in the civil charge of the Juhulpore district. By 
the resolution of Government of the 10th January 
1835 my head-quarters were transferred back 
to Jubuipore ; and having the general superin¬ 
tendence of all proceedings preliminary to tna 
over the whole field of our operations, which 
- ’ ( Vom Lahore to the Carnatic, 

•p- aiher chart > 


ntoSTfiy 
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37 In May 1882 Captain Reynolds was ap¬ 
pointed to SJ,pern,tend our operates south „t 

iheNurbmHa * In September 18a-Mt- ' 

son was appointed to superintend those betwee 
the Ganges and the. .Jumna ;t and m Febiuar , 
1833, Mr. McLeod was appointed to supen nten 
those in Rajpootana, Malwa, and the Delhi ter¬ 
ritories;! and three officers with higher quali¬ 
fications, for the e. ry delicate and responsible 
... then .-ispastiw spheres of action cornu 
not, I believe, have been any where found. 



On the 10th of January 1835 Lieutenant 
Briggs, a very active and intelligent officer, was 
appointed to succeed Mr. McLeod in Malwa and 

t« -o»>a b lanforumt Elw&lb an office? 
equauy well qualified, was appointed to assist 

Captain Reynolds south of the Nurbudda ; arid 
Captain Paton, Assistant to the Resident at the 
Court of Lucknow, was withdrawn from the 
general duties of the Residency that he might 
afford Ins valuable aid exclusively to this 
department in Oude. 

|f I* 1 March 1831 a tuman. or company of 

Nujeebs§ was added to the Jubulpore local police 


12th May 1832. f 14th Sep. 1 832. | 21st Feb, 1833. 

§ 10th March 1835, i Tomandar 30 ; 1 Maqfditto 15; 
8 Dufadars 80; 85 Nujeebs 4?' I 

Behishtee « 
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corps, exclusively for employment under me in 
this duty; and in April another company was 
added to the same corps for employment under 
Captain Reynolds, sout h of the IS urbudda. The 
officer commanding the Saugor Division, Bri¬ 
gadier General O’Halloran, anxious to afford his 
aid in promoting the success of an undertaking 
of so much importance to the society of India 
generally and to the native army in particular, 
had given me the services of a detachment, 
under the command of an excellent native 
officer Rustum Khan,f in Bundlecund ; and Bri¬ 
gadier General Smith, since he succeeded to the 
command, has been equally anxious to afford 
his aid on all proper occasions. In July la3r? » 
when our means had become inadequate for the 
vast field over which our operations extended. 
Messieurs Wilson and McLeod were, under 


* 25th April 1835, of the same strength as above. 

By retaining charge of the criminal department at 
Sair mi l had the assistance of the district police for our 
operations; and that of a Kisalah (troop) of Captain now 
Major C. Smyth’s excellent corps ot local horse, to whose 
exertions X feel myself greatly indebted. 

t Ttustom Kian, Snbahdar Major of the Tj at Regiment 
•Native Infantry, was afterwards sent by r.d to assist Captain 
p Atoo J r , ijv. <* his sendees haw been again eminently 
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instruction? from Government,* allowed by th© 
officer? commanding the Divisions in which they 
were employed each a detachment of forty regu¬ 
lar dpahees under a native commissioned officer, 
and twenty troopers from the corps of local 
horse under a Dufadar, 

39. Knowing how many of their comrades 
used annually to he murdered by these assas¬ 
sins on their way home to their families on 
furlough, the pursuit after them is a duty 
which these regular sipahees very cheerfully 
perform, and are indeed extremely proud of; 
and as the knowledge which they acquire 
in the course of its discharge of their mode 
of inveigling and destroying travellers is com¬ 
municated to all the men of their regiments 
when they rejoin, their employment on this 
has been unquestionably and will continue to be 
of great advantage to the whole native army. 

40. Thus far our highest political func¬ 
tionaries have afforded their aid in the arrest 
and the trial of these criminals cheerfully and 
gratuitously. Colonel SteWart, Mr. Wellesley, 
Mr. Martin and Mr. Bax successively at 

* 40 Sipahees under a native Con.mission id Officer ■ 20 
Sowars under a Dufadar for each of those ro gentlemen. 
See proceedings of the Governor Oener 1 ’ "'««&*»},. f.ytk 

June U333. 




Indore, Colonel Stewart again atHydrabad, and 
Mr. F. C. Smith in the more laborious office oi 
the Saugor and Nurbudda Agency ; and proud 
indeed might any man feel, however exalted 
his .station, to be abie to contribute his aid to 
the great work of relieving a society ot one 
hundred millions of his fellow creatures from an 
evil so great, and so calculated from its charac¬ 
ter, and that of the deluded people among 
whom it has fallen to penetrate and poison 
every source of confidence and security between 
man and man. 

41. Among the people of India almost every 
man is married as soon as he l* ac stained the 
proper age, and parents canafford theexpenses 

of the marriage ceremonies. The younger sons of 
poor but respectable families seek employment 
in distant public establishments, Civil or Mili¬ 
tary, while their wives and children remain 
united with the family under the care of their 
father or their elder brother, and the ties of 
duty and affection between them and their 
parents are never broken or impaired by any 
length of absence, or any new interests or con¬ 
nexions. During their absence these sons sub¬ 
ject themselves to all kinds of privations in 
order that they may be able to send home the 
largest possible share of their incomes ; and 
derive their greatest happiness from the hope of 
re » ' "y and enjoying for short 
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and distant intervals, the society of their fami¬ 
lies thus united and bound together by ties so 
amiable. If any die their widows and children 
still remain with the family, and are maintained 
by the survivors ; and all “ delight to honor” 
the widow who honors the memory of her 
deceased husband. It is upon such families, 
who are to be found m almost every town in 
India., that the evil of this system of assassina¬ 
tion presses most heavily*. If the absent mem¬ 
bers do not return at the time they are expected, 
others proceed in search of them ; and since I 

* Hr. Sherwood in his valuable Papers written at Madras 

in 1810, observes— 

While Europeans have joumcvodi thyotigh ttif» extensive 
“ Territories subject to the Government of Fort Saint 

George, w ith a degree of security no where surpassed, the 
“ P atli ''the Native Traveller has been beset with perils 
little known or suspected, into which, numbers annually 
tailing, have mysteriously disappeared, the victims of 
‘ £ villains as subtle, rapacious, and cruel, as any who arc to 
** be met with in the records of human depravity. There is 

* no re &son to believe that Europeans were aware of the 
existence of such criminals as Phansigars , until shortly 
idler the conquest of Seringapatam in 1799, when about a 
Hundred were apprehended in the vicinity of Bangalore ; 

( ^ ^ ? ! ^ nofc et3 g a o« general attention, nor would it appear 
“ t l bey Werc s ^tcd to belong to a distint class of here- 
( llil l murderers and plunderers settled in various parts 
“ ot lndia> and aIike remarkable for the singularity of their 
practice, and the extent of their depredations. In the 

* ) ear 1B07f betWeen Ckittoor and Arm, several P l «»swar$ 
were apprehended belonging * 
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undertook ■ this* duty numbers have flocked to 
me to enquire after the fate of those whom they 
had long lost. Often in my court have I seen 
them listening with unobtrusive grief to a cir¬ 
cumstantial detail of the murder of their parents, 
brothers or children from the mouths of these 
cold-hloocled and merciless assassins, while the 
tears stole down their cheeks; and taking from 
my stores of recovered property some sad token 
in arms, dress, or ornaments, of the melancholy 
truth to take home to the widows and children 
of the murdered, who might otherwise doubt 
their taie of sorrow", and entertain some linger¬ 
ing but unavailing hop* of their return.* 

42. Should it be thought necessary I may 
perhaps hereafter give a more connected history 
of the system and of our operations of its sup- 

“ returned,laden with booty from an expedition to Trumncorc, 
« aa d information was then obtained, which ultimately led 
a to the developement of the habits and combinations of 
“ these atrocious delinquents.” 

* Jn January 1831, a small gang was arrested and brought 
in to me at Saugor. One of the approvers, in deposing to tho 
identity of one, mentioned that he had then on him unaltered 
the vest which they had taken some time before from Pur- 
tapa, a man whom they had murdered with his friend at the 
Gola pass, on their way from Indore to Bhopaul. I had it 
taken oil' and scu! immediately by the letter dawk to the 
Reside"* a.t Indore, Mr. Wellesley. He was absent, but 
Cai i. lit*- istant Resident, made the requi_ 



pmssion, but for the present I e»ti only offer, in 
addition to the above observations, the almost 


site enquiries and sent me the result. The reader may find it 
interesting-. In the early stage of our proceedmg&fueh occur¬ 
rences were very common, 

Indore, 2d February 1831. 

Humeerchund, Merchant of Indore, being called into 
court, gives the following statement: 

" On Sunday the 10th of the month of Poos, Sumbut 1886, 
u (20th December 1829,) my brother Purtapa and my wife’s 
4< brother Sookloll, proceeded towards Sehore with a tattoo, 
on which was loaded about 400 Rupees worth of English 
Chintz, Mushroo, &c. They also carried with them 105 
u Hhlee rupees in cash ; and m rupees of gold 

" ail d gold ornaments. Not having received any intelii- 
“ gence of them tor 25 days after their departure,, I 
“ became anxious about their safety and hired a man 
“ t0 n° to Sehore and make enquiries of my correspondents 
f< there. I ascertained that they had never reached that place. 
“ About three months afterwards my younger brother Hu&sraj, 
“ went in quest of information, and found traccsof Purtapa and 
“ Sooklall, having been murdered near the Gola pass, a short 
u distance beyond Tuppa.* 

“ Question —Do you recollect the Ungurka which your 
u brother Purtapa wore when he left Indore? 

“ Arni^er —Yes, it was made of Europe chintz and lined 
“ with blue cotton.” 

1 he IT rtgurka sent by Captain Sleernan, which correspond¬ 
ed with the above description, was shewn to the witness who 
iiumodietciy recognized it, and was so much affected as 


* Tuppa half way between AsMa and Itajpoogur, and a co0 S pucka 
th.s side of Atnla. One going from Asbta descends the ©t •• boat a 
pucka coss before he reaches TOppa. 
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literal translation of some conversations I have 
had with the approvers in revising the vocabulary 
of their peculiar dialect for the last time. These 
conversations were often carried on in the presence 

scarcely to be able to speak. He took bold of the twisted 
silk cords attached to the Ungurka and said lie had himself 
purcua-owj them for his broth** * 

Iluiisraj, brothei* of the preceding witness, being called, 
deposes as follows 

! returned to Indore from Rutlam about three months 
“ after my brother Pnrtapa was missing, and then proceeded 
“ towards Seliore for the purpose of enquiring after his fate, 
“ I ascertained that he and my relation Sooklall had stopped 
** the first night after leaving Indore at Akeypoor, and the 
* € second at Peeplia. I found they had left Peeplia on the 
“ morning of the third day, but l could trace them no further* 
“ In the course ot my enquiries at Tupt 1 *, T was informed by 
<< a Bunya that the bodies of some persons had been found 
<« about three months previously near the Gola pass, about two 
“ coss to the eastward of the town. He said that a boy, the 
c< son of aChumar belonging to Tuppa, observed a number of 
“ jackals and v ultures near the pass, and had gone there in 
•< expectation of finding some dead animal and getting its skin. 
<< On reaching the spot, however, lie found the bodies of two 
« men which had been buried under a heap of stones so im- 
4f perfectly that the wild beasts had afterwards dragged them 
f * out and almost entirely devoured them. The boy f ave notice 
“ to the villagers, who went to the pass and buried the 
“ remains of the bodies. On hearing this account. I went to 
“ the Gola pass in company with the Bunya who pointed out 
" the spot where the bodies had been found. A large stone 
“ which lay near the place had some marks of blood upon it, 
“ and on removing it I found a shoe, which I at once recog- 
u v " '*s having belonged to my brother, and I wept 


of different European gentlemen who happened 
to call in, and as they seemed to feel a good 
deal of interest in listening to them, I thought 
others might possibly feel the same in reading 
them it committed to paper ; and from that time 
I, /or several days, put down the conversations 
as they took plan© in the present form. Th»y 
form the first number of the Appendix, and will 
be found immediately after the "V ocabulary. 


W. H. SLEEMAN, 

Gail. Svpt. for the. Suppression 

of Thug Associations. 


Head-Quarters, 
Jubulpore , 8th Sept. 1835. 



“ bitterly. I took the shoo to Tndo*» wWr* it was identified 
tt by the family, and as we had no doubt that our relations had 
«« been murdered, we performed their funeral rites according 
** to the customs of oui sect.” 

The Ungarkn sent by Captain Sleetnan was shewn to the 
witness, but he said it had been made up white he was at 
Ilutlam, and that he had not seen it before. 

(Signed) P. JOHNSTONE, 

Assist, to the Resident. 

The lad who had on the rest was the son of Kaleean Sing, 
Jemadar of Thugs, and now approver. He got it in a present 
from lus uncle Dureean, and rather than, alter so pretty a 
garment he ran the risk of wearing it till he was taken 

W. H. S. 
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or signal for put 


—A Thug, in contradistinction to Beetoo, any 
; a Thug. When Thugs wish to ascertain whe- 
persons they meet are Thugs or not, they accost 
with “ Aulae Khan Salam,” if Mosul mans ; and 
Aulae Bhao Ram Ram,” if Hindoo. This to any one 
would seem the common salutation of “ peace 
i, friend/’ but it would be instantly recognized by a 
Any man that should reply in the same manner 
he quite safe. 

A(lhorBHa -~~’Any porcou who hud Separated himself 
whom the Thugs have murdered or intend to 
and thereby escaped them. 

Ghyree Chulo —“If you are come, pray de- 
e most commonly used as the J,hirnee 
g people to death, when every thing 
has been prepared for the purpose. 

Agasee —A Turban. A Thug never moves out with- 
his turban, except in Bengal perhaps. If a turban 
set on ft re, it threatens great evil, and the gang must, 
if near home, return, and wait seven days ; if at a dis¬ 
tance, an offering of goor is made, and the individual 
to whom the turban belonged, alone returns home. If 
the turban falls offit is an omen almost as bad, and requires 
the same sacrifices. 

Agasee —Is also the term given for the cry of the kite. 
Heard *n the day time, it is of little importance, and inter- 
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preted according to their rules for the Thihaoo and the 
JHUiaoo ; but heard during the Kootub, or interval 
between the first watch and daybreak, it is called the 
Kootub Agasee, a dreadful omen. If in Catap, they get 
up and fly immediately, leaving untouched any person they 
may have inveigled, however wealthy. If they hear it 
after dark, but before the end of the first watch, they are 
not alarmed, as they consider the threatened evil to pass 
away in their sleep; literally the “ omen gets suffocated 
under their sides as they turn in their sleep.” It is the 
same with almost all bad omens that take place between 
evening and the end of the first Watch. 

Ardal —Among the Ducknn Thugs, is the same as 
Adhoreea among those of Bindoostan. 

Agureea —Descendants of the Thugs, who, after their 
expulsion from Delhie, resided for a time in the district 
of’Agra, and thence spread over India; in contradistinc¬ 
tion-to those who wvnt to different parts of India without 
resting at Agra. The Bu/deems and Tundeh, two of the 
seven original clans of Musulman Thugs, did not rest 
at Agra; and they are excluded. Their tradition is, 
that one of the Emperors of the house of Gouree expel¬ 
led them all from Delhie, after the murder of a C/teyla, 
or slave of his, who had been long in league with them, 
but was murdered in consequence of a threat to betray 
them, made with a view to extort more money than 
they thought reasonable. The Emperor had them all 
marked on the posteriors with the stamp of the copper 
coin of the Empire. 

Ausootore— Literally, “tear drops.” Any shower of rain 
that falls before or after the four usual months of June, 
July, August and September, If it falls during the first 
day and nigut after entering on an expedition the gang 
must return, and open it anew. It is a|wa w •« bad 


omni and require? eaerifleer. See nlse Rukulbon- 
dee, or blood dropping. The Duckun Thug, call (hi. 

“X^orTn* among *. 

Uionder. If it thunders white open.ng an H ■ 
and beav, raio fall., it is of no .mportaoce. It or 

no rain L the on.en i. bad, and the, - 
operations : after tiro expedition ba. been opened ,t .1 

no impurtattce. 

Ankura— One thousand of any thing. 

4 , c k har —Any person maimed or deprived ot the use 
of'htumb, in Ubs sense it is peculiar to Duckun Thugs 
Among HindoosUmees it signifies any bad omen. II 
they meet with such a maimed person on the roac, the 
first day after they enter on an expedition, the gang must 

return, and open it anew. The, never kill .neh ma,med 
persons. There have been instances ot it, but the} ^ 
all supposed to have been followed by great «*lamiie>. 
s«o ilie case of Nawul Siug Jemadar. " lur vic 

Biseynee—Appendix. 

Anhw —Aqy metallic utensil for eating, drinking, or 
cooking. 

Atijuna or Anjrukna— To sleep or pass the night.. 
Acnthn —Silver money. 

Awjjhap-A term used by the Thugs ot the Duckun 
for Rehna, or a temporary burial of bodies. 

Ardjhul —Any bad omen ; the same as Khurtul. i>‘> 1 
terms are confined to Duckun 1 hugs. 

Balmeek— The author of one of the three Ramaens 
(or histories of the rape of Seeia, the wife of Ram, one 
of the incarnations of Vishnoo) which after Its author is 
called the Balmeek Ramaen. The Thugs consider Lai- 
meek to have been of their profession ; but, though they 
quote his name with reverence, they do not, I believe. 



invoke it iu their offerings and sacrifices. A sketch of 
his life is given in each of the three Ramaens. His name 
was Dqjadh,un, and he is said to have been a Brahmin by 
birth ; to have been born at Kunoje in the latter end of 
the Safjoog, or golden age; to have lost his parents when 
he was five years of age, and soon after to have joined 
some gangs o{ Bbeel robbers, who, armed with bows and 
arrows, infested the roads about Chutterkote ; to have 
married one of their daughters, and to have become the 
most noted robber and murderer of his day. From this 
course of liie he is said to have been reclaimed by a 
miracle. Seven celebrated saints, at their holy place of 
abode, learned by inspiration that a Brahmin was thus 
disgracefully employed, and proceeded to the place to 
admonish him. ffe saw them approach, and as usual 
bent his bow, and demanded their money or their lives. 
“ V/hy do you, a Brahmin by birth, follow this horrible 
trade, and rob and murder innocent travellers?” I have 
a wuc «*4* children whom I. love, an the top of yon'*— 

“ kill; they want food, ana t musi provide it tor them.” 

“ Go and ask those you love, and for whom you provide 
“ food by the murder of innocent men, whether they are 
“ willing to share with you in the crimes as well as iu the 


“ fruits.’’ “And in the mean time you will make off. Many 
a traveller has tried to escape me by similar tricks, but 
I am not to be deceived.” “ We swear to remain till you 
‘ return.” He went to his wife and children and asked 
the questions. They told him that they shared in what 
->e brought to them, but he must be alone answer¬ 
able for the means by which he acquired it. He returned 
i) me saints, with a contrite heart, and implored their 
ins ructions. they told him to tarry where he stood till 

"‘ill! L "” Ura ' ” d C °“ ,in " e “« words, 

M ‘ Mam ’ dMd, dead, dead, whirl, „„ 
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familiar to him ; knowing that he would in lime convert it 
into Ram, Ram, Ram, God, God, God ; and thinking 
that his soul was not yet fitted to repeat the holy name. 
He soon made the expected change, and continued to 
repeat Ram, Ram, Ram, for twelve thousand years, 
■when the seven saints returned. Nothing but the bones 
remained, but they were erect, and repeating the holy 
Baffle of Ram . White ants had built their hill «..r er them, 
hut on hearing their voice the skeleton assumed a form „jf 
Godlike heanfy, and burst forth, as it is said, like the sun 
from behind a dark cloud. He became a man after God’s 
own heart, and wrote his Ramaen by inspiration. Bahnee 
signifies anl hill, and the k affixed signifies horn of, and 
his name was changed tr«m j Dojadhwn to Balmeek, 

Rajeed— Safe, free from dang< ;r . when tbe Thugs 
have got their victims at tbe plat s. t |, e y j n tend 

to murder them, if the spies placed around, all 
clear, they call out one of the following names, 
and tbe work of murder goes on. Bajeed or Bafeed 
Khan, Deo or Deomun, or Deosepn. If the spies 
see a stranger approach and apprehend danger, they 
call out Sheikh Jee, or Sheikh Mahummud, or Luchmun, 
or Luchmun Sing, or Luchee Ram, or Gang a Ram, and 
the Thugs suspend operations. When one part of the 
gang advances with the travellers they intend to kill, 
and on the road meets other travellers, whom the parly 
in the rear may conveniently murder, they tell them to 
hid their friends Bajeed or Bajeed Khan, and Deo, or 
Beaman, or Deo Sing, to make haste and overtake them. 
As soon as the gang behind hear this message they 
nay tall upon and murder them, understanding by the 
signal that in advance the road is clear. 

Base or Dubaee— A frequented road. 

Baehojana—'l'o become public; viz. the bodies of 
violins or other traces of their proceedings. 



• uWrsrjf, 
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S'Ma-A mm wb. k-«« ii “ b " ° f 

H, M) If they ««» Met a P»a> Aung the first 
day of their expedition it is a bad omen, aud requires 
sacrifices. Also nubecoming the east or 

condition of the person, and likely to lead to suspicion 
and danger. They seldom murder any person who has 
j ()S j a limb, a n *l attribute much of our success against 
them o- tJ ie Nerbudda river, to the murder of JNewal 
stag, who had lost an arm, and his family at Bisey- 
nee, in 1820. See liisevnee case Sanger Sessions of 

1831-32. 

Bagh—Baffdma —Same as Phooldena, parole of ren¬ 
dezvous or meeting. 

Bayureea— A class of Thusr* *.bo reside chiefly about 
Sooper, in the Gwalior territories. They are called also 
KJiokh.urf.er"-- !aa, ' c followed the trade several gene¬ 
rations, since their intermarriage with the emigrant 
Thugs from Delhie through Agra, or Agureeas. 

Boguma —An old garment. 

Bugjana —To become aware ot the designs of the 

Thugs upon one. 

Bugna —The same. 

Brljunee —A gun. 

Btg,ha —The Thug who take the bodies of the mur ¬ 
dered person to the grave. 

Bojhae —The office of the Bojba. 

Bukote—A. strangler same us Bhuriole. 

Bukji ■—The word made use of by the Thugs when 
calling to each other to assemble after having been sepa¬ 
rated by accident or design. Bukji, Buk,h, Buk,h, oi 
come, come, come. V' 1 ■ 

Bahlecw —One of the seven original Thug clans 
There are scarcely any of this dan to be found north of 
the Nerbudda. m 


Beyl —The place chosea for baryiug the victims. 


Beenha-— Term among the Thugs of Behar and Bengal 
for a share of the spoil. From every booty they first set 
aside ten per cent, for the leaders, and five for the strang¬ 
lers, however few or many ; the remainder is divided into 
Beeghas , or shares. Their proportions are 1.2 tor jema¬ 
dar or leader—1.14 for a man who has attained the rank 
of strangler—1 for a person who has not attained that 

rank. 

j<$ e . e i/ia —A great enemy of Tbogs: also a leper, or 
mtm deprived of his nose or ear ; or any person much 
emaciated by sickness. 

Beelida —A. dog. Term peculiar to the Jumaldchee, 
Lodalia and Moteea Thugs of Behar and Bengal. 

Bykureea— The spy or scout. Terra used by the JBon- 
goos, or river Thugs, the Jumaldehees, Lodahas, and 
Moteeas for Tilha. 

Bgkuree kurna —To act as a spy or scout —or Bykuree 
“ dek,hiM,” to took out. r 

Beyl,ha. —The person who chooses the place for mur¬ 
dering. 

Beylhae .—The oih*.^ 0 f choosing the place. 

Bed Grain,— Term pecut; ar to Duckun Thugs. 

Bhalee or Bhaloo .— 1 he car. 0 f tbe jackal. There are 
three kind of calls irom which tm Thugs draw omens. 
The Bhalee, which they also call Burhohee, is me cow -c 
one jackal. The second is the general clamour of jackals, 
which people call their lamentation. This the Thugs call 
Raureen. The third, the Ekareea, or short call of a 
jackal, in which he seems to be cut short after an effort 
or two. Any one of these calls heard daring the day 
threatens great evil, and the gang i^nits the country 
in which they hear it, leaving untouched any persons 
they have inveigled, however wealthy. The Ekareea 
is bad either by night or by day. The other two calls, 
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when heard by night on opening the expedition, are 
interpreted according to the ordinary rules for the Thihuoo 
and Pi/haoo. 

BUam ,—A brass cap ; technically a place for murder¬ 
ing or burying the victims. 

Jitleea-Maryana .—laterally, to clean the brass cup. To 
choose the place for murder. 

Bilyaree. —-An extensive jnnjyfo or waste, verv conve¬ 
nient for the purpose of murder. 

Bldmodha —The bird Chirrah Q. V. peculiar to some 
classes of Thugs. 

Bame —Blood. 

Bacon Geedee Sonet Lc°dee —A proverb of the Thugs. 
f* A jackal crossing from right fo left brings gold.’’ If a 
jackal crosses the path of the Thug from the right to the 
left it promises good fortune. If from felt to right had, 

Bunyoo —The river Thug of Bengal. These men live 
chiefly in the district of Bhurdwau, on the bank* of the 
Hoogly river. They move up and down the Ganges 
during- the months of November, December, January, and 
February, always pretending to beo 0 * 0 ^ to or coming from 
holy places, such as Bunares* Allahabad, he. fcr.. They 
inveigle people on boar* their beats, strangle them, and 
throw them into ihe '••"ver, having broken their spines to 
prevent the chance of their recovering The leader of 
the gang has commonly ins own boat, but he sometimes 
hires it for the season, and the owner of the beat gets the 
share of one man. The boats have a hole on eaoh side 
through which they throw the bodies into tire river; 
but they never stab or cat them, lest there should he 
signs of blood in the water to attract the attention of 
people in the boats by which they float ot their way 
down the river. This class of Thugs is very numerous*** 
from two to three hundred. 



Bhans lena— To steal or defraud each other in the 
division of booty ; peculiar to Duekun Thugs ; same as 
Kootkurna among Hindoostan Thugs. 

Bhontee —Calling of the kite while flying. It is a bad 
omen. If they see the dung of a kite lulling in the air, 
it is considered to promise a valuable white booty, in 
silver or cloth. 

Binderee —A sword. 

Bindoo —A Hindoo. 

Bunasna or Bunas Jana— To lose any thing, but par¬ 
ticularly the road. 

Bunij—r Literally merchandize or goods ; technically a 
traveller or any other person whom the Thugs consider 
worth murdering. He is Iheir stock in trade. 

Bunij Ladlma —Literally, to load the goods ; techni¬ 
cally, to murder the travellers. 

Bunjaree —A tui, i_c a cat conwt to them at their 

lodgings at night it promises good fortune. 

Bungur —A Thug term peculiar to Duekun Thugs. 

Buneana— To stain with blood a cloth or any other 
thing. 

Buuar —Same as Baee. Bad news, untoward disco¬ 
very of the Thugs proceedings: also a road become 
unsafe for Thugs. 

Bhurtote—A strangler. 

Bhvrtotee —The nfiW or duty of stracer. Thugs 
seldom attain this rank or office till they have been or 
many expeditions, and acquired the requisite course or 
insensibility by slow degrees. At first they -.e almost 
always shocked and frightened ; bat after i time they say 
they lose all sympathy with the victims*. A Thug leader, 
of most polished manners and great eloquence, being ask¬ 
ed one day in my presence by x nati ve gentleman, whether 
he never felt cmaput uuou h murdering innocent people, 
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replied wiifc a smile, “Does any man fee! compunction m 
« following his trade; and are not ail our trades assigned 
“ us by providence.” The native g'entleman said, How 
“many people have you in the coarse ot your life killed 
“ with your own hands at a rough guess ?’ “ I have kill¬ 
er ed none! “ Have you uofc been just describing to me a 

number of murders ?” “ Yes ; but do you suppose I couiu 
“ have committed them. Is any man killed from man s 
“ killing? Admae he tnarne se hoe mirta. Is it not, 
<■ the hand of God that kills him ? and are we not mere 
,{ instruments in the hand ot God f 1 They are first em¬ 
ployed as scouts ; then as sextons; then as shumseeas or 
holders of hands; and lastly as Bhur totes. When a matt 
feels that he has sufficient courage and insensibility for 
the purpose, he solicits the oldest and most renownod 
'i hug of the gang to make him his cheyla, or disciple- I he 
Thug agrees to bt-wuie ms ywnn,, o> jpnifnal preceptor 
and when the gang falls in with a man of respectability but 
not much strength, fitted for the purpose, he tells the gocroo 
that he is prepared, with his permission, to try his hands 
upon him. While the traveller is asleep with the gang 
at their quarters, the gooroo takes his disciple into a 
neighbouring field followed by three or four old members 
of the gang. On reaching the spot chosen, they all faco 
to the direction the gang intends to move, and the gooroo 
says, 11 0,y 7v vilka-fpc, u /, ndlkttI pc, Gh JfLaleC) 3f(i- 

“ h.<ikalee, Calcutta Wake.* If it seeraeth to thee lit that 

* TheThugs, and I understand all other Hindoos, believe Kalee to have 
first appeared upon the earth in Calcutta. They believe also that after 
she had, through the means of the Thugs erected by her for the specie! 
purpose, destroyed ihe great Demin “ R-tlut betj duna” at Biodachia, 
on the eastern extremity of the Vndejra range, she carried tie body fo 
Calcutta and there buried it where her ten. pie sc • stands- That pace 
they consider to be her favorite aeat-tyfcen- she -wAs ,im /ju?atk* t»n 
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« the traveller now at our lodging should die by the bands 

“ of this thy slave, vouchsafe us the lldbaoo. 

get the auspice on the right within a certain time (halt an 

in all the rest of India. They have got a notion that in Calcutta even 
the Christians attend her worship, and make offerings to her temple ; and 
1 believe the priests have always actual!}- made offerings to her image on 
great occasions in the name of the Hon’ble Compaq out of the rents of 
the land with which Government has endowed the temple. European 
Gentlemen and Ladies frequently attend the nautches and feasts of her 
great days in the Darga Pooja ; and as these feasts are part of the 
religious ceremonies, this innocent curiosity is very liable, to be miscon¬ 
strued by people at a distance from the scene, and should not therefore 
be indulged. The Hindoos have a verse which they often repeat in their 
invocations. « ICalee J CnUvtt* wake l leva buchun najuwe Khalee. Oh 
“ Kake, great goddess of Calcutta, may thy promise never be made i» 

“ vain.” She is “ aiJ to delight in the name of Kunkalee, or man-eater, 
and to bo always drinking the blood of men and of Demons. The term 
means, 1 believe, the same thing as Kunkalm. They all believe Kalee to 
have been extremely black, and to have tv»>' *’“"*’*“** h,d ** 

ous that no mortal man coma uare to look upon them. 

When Kalee or Parbuttee appears in company with her husband, Siwa 
or Mahadeo, she is represented as beautiful and tair, and is commonly 
called Gouree, or the fair. It was only when she came to destroy de¬ 
mons, or as the Goddess of war, that she is supposed to have put on 
these hideous shapes. In a beautiful piece of sculpture at Beragur on 
the Nerbudda river, she is represented as seated on a Bull behind her 
husband, whose dress and ornaments a.c, as usual, composed of snakes, 
very gracefully twisted and suspended around him. This piece of sculp¬ 
ture is called Gouree Shunkur, after her name Gouree, and that of Ma¬ 
hadeo, Shunkur; and it is so much superior to any other they are accus¬ 
tomed to see, that the people, from the most learned to the most unlet¬ 
tered, implicitly believe that the God and Goddess came here, mounted 
as they now are, on a visit to the Nnrbudda, from the mountain Khytas, 
and got their earthly parts turned into stone as a memorial of their visit, 
and will some day resume them. 

The whole is cut out of one block of lava from a dyke in the marble 
rocks through which the Nurbuddi flows beneath the temple which is 
consecrated to them. The wall of the court in which the temple stands 
is lined all round by the statues of some three score jognies, or petty 
goddesses, who attend upon Parbuttee, about the size of life, cut out of 
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hour), ifeignifies her sanction; but if they have no sign, 
m the dJdlhmo, (or sign on the left) some other Thug 
must put the traveller to death, and the candidate for 
honor wait for another time. 

Davey’s sanction having been conveyed in the T/ohaoo t 
they return to their quarters, and the gooroo takes a hand¬ 
kerchief, and, facing to the west, ties the knot iu one end 
of it with a rupee or other piece of silver inserted. This 
knot they call the Goor Ghat, or classic knot, and bo man 
who has not been thus ordained by the high priest, is 
permitted to tie it. See Goor Ghat. The disciple re¬ 
ceives it respectfully from the high priest in his right 
hand, and stands over the victim, with a shumsem, or 
holder of hands, by his side. The travellers is roused on 
some pretence or other, aad the disciple passes }1 *»* 
handkerchief over his neck, at the signal givea by the 
leader of the g****®, and trangles him with the aid oi his 
■shumaeea. Having finished his work, he bows down 
before his gooroo, and touches his feet with botlt hands, 
aad does the same to all his relations and friends pre¬ 
sent, in gratitude for the honor he has attained. He 
opens the knot after he has heard or seen the Thibctoo, 
or auspice on the right, lakes oat the rupee and gives it, 
with alt the other silver he has, to his gooroo, as a uuznr ; 
and the gooroo adding what money he has at the time, 
purchases a rupee and a quarter's worth of goor for the 
Tupnnee, ami lays out the rest in sweetmeats. The Tuponee 
sacrifice is now performed under theueem, the mango, or 

rocks of different kinds, with various faces and in various attituues, and 
all mounted upon different Bakuns, or vehicles of birds and quadrupeds. 
They are all sadly mutilated, and the God and Goddess within :r , said 
to have been saved by a miracle from iurungebe awl his army, to whom 
these things are always attributed. At this temple an aiiana! f*. is beid 
in the beginning of November* 
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the byr, it’they are available, and if not, tinder any other 
tree except, the babul, the sirsa (mamosa series) and the 
reonja. The new disciple now takes his seat among the 
Bhurtotes around the carpet, and receives his share of 
the consecrated sugar, and the sweetmeats are distri¬ 
buted to all the members of tke gang of whatever grade. 
On his return home after the expedition he gives a feast 
to his gooroo and his family ; and if he has the means, to 
alibis relations; and he presents his gooroo with an entire 
new suit of clothe himself, and one for his wife, and 
others <i>» ids relations, if he can afford it. The gooroo 
after a certain interval, returns the compliment to him 
and his family, and the relation between them is ever 
after ia$*>ected as the most, sacred that can be formed. 
A Th J g will often rather betray his father than the gooroo 
by whom he has been knighted. 

The Bhurtote is not permitted to bathe on the day he has 
strangled any one: formerly no member of the gang was 
permitted to bathe on the clay that a murder was committed, 
but now the stranglers alone are forbidden to do so. 

Buhup, Buhupna, Buhapjma —To go, or escape; as a 
traveller from the snares of the Thugs, or Thugs from 
pursuit. 

Bara MutUe —The call of the lizard. At whatever 
time and place they hear the call of the lizard, they con¬ 
sider it a very good omen. The fall of a lizard, upon a 
Thug is considered a very bad omen ; and if it falls upon 
any garment, that garment must be given away in charity. 
If it falls upon the ground it threatens nothing. 

Baroonee ,—An old and venerable Thug woman, who 
is much respected by the fraternity. 

I have heard of only one woman who has gone herself 
on Thug expeditions, and flat is the wife of Bukhtawtir 
Jemadar,, of the Sooseea c.ass of Thugs, She and her 
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husband are still at large in the Sypote territory. She 
has often assisted her husband »n strangling ; and on 
one occasion strangled a mat! who had overpowered and 

stunned her husband. Mothers, I know, have often made 
their sons go on Thuggee when they would riot other¬ 
wise have gone, and wives on some occasions their 
husbands; and J have heard of one woman in 'be Duckun 
who kept herself a small gang of Thugs; but Bukhta- 
wm's wife is the only woman that has, as far as l can 
learn, gone on Thuggee herself. 

Baroo —A Thug of respectability either from tko cele¬ 
brity ofliis Thug ancestors, or from his own character as 
a Thug. 

Barana, Barawnee kiirna —To disperse on tht.approach 
of danger or separate into small parties to avoid suspicion. 

Birar —The fighting of cats or their screams when 
fighting. Also the Duckan Thugs term for Mmj. 

Ayaseelrirar —Thunder: a term also peculiar to Duckun 
Thugs. Ar/asee signifies turban among both Duckun and 
Hindoostanee Thugs, 

Bhurahur —A pitcher full of water. Bhurehur one 

empty. 

If on leaving their homes on an expedition they meet 
a woman with a pitcher full of water on her head, it pro¬ 
mises a safe return and prosperous journey ; if empty, 
the reverse. The pitcher full promises still more if the 
female be with child. 

Bhurka — Kupees. Peculiar to the Duckanees. 
Bhurehur —An empty pitcher, and a bad omen when 
met on the <oad. 

Bharakee —A gun. 

Bhara— Dead bodies of lie victims. Term peculiar to 
the Duckun Thugs. Hincoostaoee Thugs call them 
Ghurtjha. 


Bom-A Thug; in coxlradistimlion io Bivto-, »ny 
person not. a Thn*. This term is peculiar to 
*J«, Lodalia, MoU'a and Thugs m Debar and 


Bengal. 

Borkee— A knife. 

Borkeeana, or £or*ee Mama, or *«*««* dahia~£« 

| slab with a knife. 

I Boretahut or Bore—Loud talking, bellowing, uproar. 
H Borkee —The small deer. If a single small deer 

crosses their road frum right to left, it threatens evil. 
If from left to right, it pi.mises good ; bat its promises 
and threats are not considered important. 4 herd of 
small deer at all times and under all circumstances pro¬ 
mise a meeting with other Thugs, and is considered 
good. The Duckun Thugs consider the crossing of the 
Ingle deer either from left to right, or right to left a 

tad omen. v 

U Borcha _New clothes: term peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 

Also a bundle or load of new cloths. H'uidoostanee Thugs 


ft call it seep. 

Burauk —The omen of the wolf or wolves crossing 
their road. If from left to right it threatens great evil. 
If from right to left it is a good omen. If its call be 
1 beard during- the day, the gang must immediately quit 
| {be country in whilu *n« v ^ it. If between mid- 
1 ni crht and day light, it is bad; if between evening nod 
m midnight, indifferent; between midday and sunset, it is 
R not so bad as between sunrise and midday. They 
■ call it the weeping (Chimmama) of tha wolf, and con- 
iSglsider the sound mournful. The single wolf portends 
I more than a pair; and the Burauk is, whether lor good 
flffj or for bad, one of their most important omens. 

SS§ff Bursote .—One of the seven original clans of Thugs 

Wm w ho were all Musulmans. 
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Burg-—Any thing seen upon a man unbecoming his 
condition, and therefore likely to iead to suspicion. 

Bwffeela —An accomplice: one who knows the secrets 
of the Thugs and keeps them. 

Burka—A leader or chief of Thugs, or one thorough¬ 
ly instructed in the art; distinguished from Kab<v>la f a 
Tyroo . Also any man of rank. 

The Thugs consider a Burka as capable of forming a 
gang of Thugs out of (ho rude materials around him in 
any part of India ; and a Thug who has arri ved at this 
degree of proficiency in ought not therefore to 

be left at large. A K^o-Ja t or Tyroo , they think, could 
do nothing if left to himself, and he might therefore be 
left at large without much danger to society, if he had 
no leader to join. 

Barone —An omen from the jackal’s call —See lihalee . 

J?ti/ira-*Four travellers, or victims in the bands of 

Th tigs. 

Bees A low call or the small owl repeated three or four 
times : called also Clureya . It always threatens evil. 

B/iusmee —Fine earth or sand, particularly applicable 
to what is found in digging the graves for the victims : 
same as Iiewaroo . Flour is also called by them Bh usmee* 

Jihys —One of the seven original clans of Tt»«gs- 

Itisulpuma f o be awkwardly t«odled in strangling-: 
to have the roomal round the face or head instead of the 
neck. Soomt puma .to have it round the neck. 

Hisnee A Thug, pick-pocket, thief, or any one that 
lives by the plunder of others. 

Btsendhee Fetters. Also a Thuke or metal utensil of 
any kind. 

Bisul A person, intended to he killed, who has 
clothes round hi, neck and head, or other impediment to 
strangling. Also a man on whom the roomal Mi 
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untowardly, either on his head or face, or is otherwise 
untowardly handled in strangling. Also a Thug who has 
blood upon his clothes, or other signs of murder that may 
lead to suspicion. In all these and other senses Sosul is 
opposed to Bisuf. Any Thug in whose hands victims 
have been often Bisul, is excluded from the office of strang¬ 
ler, on (he ground of presumed unfitness for the duty. 

Bout -A large gang of Thugs above twenty-five; same 

as K/taroo . 

Heel a or Bheeta —A hundred. 

Beetoo _Any person not a Thug, in contradistinction to 

Aulcte a Thug. 

Jikiiree— A pair of travellers or victims. 

jjjloel _A body of travellers too large for th- Aha S s ' 

to manage : see j onkul. 

Hole hona —To become inveig 1 - 11 ’ ^**8 * n ^° snares 
of the Thugs; in <ontradistine*^ n to Chuk Jana oc Iter ‘ 


jana 


Chur —A Bkwhte or strangler. T«n. fmmm m ~ 

Bungoos, ^^jrf'strnngte. 

Chareeae —. r j 0 / e c, the ofl«c~ or > 

'ha —A cowan, timid TChug, one wtio shews sym- 
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pathy or fear, 

Chibilna —To be released from confinement; distin¬ 
guished from Jhur jana, to escape or br*e prison. 

Chandanee-kee-dhap—A dog seen chaging by moon¬ 
light : a very bad omen, which makes tie gang suspend all. 
operations for three days if possible, sfld make sacrifices. 

Choukana —To examine or reconnoitre secretly. 

Choukna or Chouklena —Tcsee, inspect, examine. 

Chaokadena —Same as Thbaedena . To cause to sit 
down and look up ; as travelers before strangling them. 
They direct their attentiai to the sky or some other 
object above them. 
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Chuk-- Suspicion. 

Chukbeie—A place chosen for the murder too near to 

danger. 

Chuk ho jana. —To become aware of the designs of 
Thugs and on one’s gnard ; as travellers whom they are 

trying to iavt'igle. 

Chukura— A small gold coin. This term is confined to 

Ducknn Thugs. 

Chuhib —The interval between the time when the sun 
sets and about gunfire at nigh*. Evening: Chuhib men 
Lailhna , To kill iu the evening. 

Chuttoo- Dhuneea —Same as Oorut Kauuree. 

Chamoo Jana —To be seized or arrested. 
ena — To se iz e or arrest. 

Chimmavtu ca jj 0 y wolt ; oonsiuereu a oao. 
omen at all times, Du. nar ticularly dating the day. The 

gang must immediately has*. nr go bick, and quit that 

part of the country as soon as possible. 

Ooy, • : 

C/iimmotee—Agiel. 

Ckummun—A Brahmin. 

Chumoseea—A holder nr I-*>. Term usea uj n nf> 

kun Thugs fcr shumseea. 

Chunmoseei ?—The office or duty of Chmnoxeea. 
Chumteae.—^hG office or work of the Chumeea, viz. 

setziog the victin. 

Chumeea —Theyerson who seizes, or assists the Clui- 
mosee in seizing aid keeping down the victim. There 
may be ten Chumeeai, »ut there can be only one Chumo- 

see. 

Chanda —Cloth. 

Chandoo — A.n exporiemed and expert Thug. 
Chiitfjorem —One of theiects or Bharnts of the Thug 

clans. 
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ijliiahi'i —-A boy. 

Chinguree —A clan of Moltanee Thugs ; sometimes 
called Naicks, of the Musulman faith. They proceed on 
their expeditions in the characters of Brmjaras, with 
cows and bullocks laden with merchandize, which they 
expose for sale at their encampments, and thereby invei¬ 
gle their victims. They use the rope of their bullocks 
instead of the roovial in strangling. They are ar ancient 
tribe of Thugs, and take their wives and children ou 
their expeditions. They destroy, it is said, their female 
children; and if they at any time preserve them, they 
never allow them to marry out of their tribe. 

There are, it is said, more than a hundred families of 
these Moltanees in the neighbourhood of Hingolee. 
They do not associate with the other Thugs, but they use 
nearly the same technical language, and practise ike same 
trade of murder. They have however a different ostensi¬ 
ble employment in the biro «,r lUeir bullocks, sale of wood 

and grain, fee. 8cc. 

Chingana —A boy. Term peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 

Choundli,na —To hind up in bundles booty or the dead 
bodies of victims. 

Choundh Lena— To tie on the turban. Agasee Choundh 
lena. 

Cho undhee- Chur ana — T o tie the arms behind. 

Chowan —A woman. Term peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 

Choun dhee —T u rban d. 

Cheeng —A sword. Term confined to Berar Thugs. 

Chungar—A thief of any kind. 

Cheek — A Gold Mohur. 

Cheyhur — Jungle or forest. 

Chirreya —A chirping of the small owlet, which Thugs 
consider n had omen, whether made while the bird is sit¬ 
ting of flying; it is said to be a melancholy and low sound. 
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seldom repeated. See Putloree. Jadae, Jemadar, who 
was considered to be one of the best angurers of bis day, 
lived at Mur me, a celebrated Thug village, and it is said 
tliat, returning one morning from a walk in the fields, he 
toid his friend that he had heard the Chirretja in a man¬ 
ner that indicated some great calamity at hand. That 
night or the night after Mr. Ilalbed is said to have attack¬ 
ed the village and Lieutenant Monsel was killed. It was 
1 believe in November, 1812. 

Chireeapotee —One of the sects of Thugs, su*d t 0 be 
from the Bkys clan 

Chira —The call of the Roopareel, or Muhoka (Caen- 
lus Cmtaneous), or the bird itself. Some I hugs cull it 
also the Bhinjhoda. 

Chirchera —The call of the Lizard. See Bara Mut- 
tee. 

Chireyta—~\ Pundit, or any Marhata. 

Chou uiena —To inform u. give information against 

any one. 

Charagee —A - Bvragee—term peculiar to Duckuti 

Thugs. 

Churtee-PhoUee —The time between sunrise and mid¬ 
day, see Pholkee. 

Cheesa —Any good or blessing from Heaven, but par¬ 
ticularly a rich traveller. 

Cheeot a— Rupees. 

Cheyt —Same as Cheek. A traveller who has discovered 
the designs of the Thugs. Chei/t ho Jana — Cheek-ho-jana 
in become aware of their designs and on one’s guard. 

Chutaw—A. share of the booty. 

Chutae —The same. 

Chulrte .Lena---To divide. 

heo Used for the same purpose as Bajeecl khan. 

Deo Sing—' The same. 


Daee —The road—term peculiar to Dock mi Thugs, 
Duheea—' The call or cry of the hare. They will perisli 
in the jangles, they say, after hearing it, if they do not 
make sacrifices, and the hare or some other animal of the 
forest will drink water out of their skulls : it they kill any 
one whom they have with them at the time, they will find 
no booty on him, or what they find will tend to their ruin 
■~Se» ffnapnneeit- 

Duhee Phorkana —To gargle and squirt from the 
mouth sour milk. The means by which the evil threatened 
by the Kalee kee Manj, is averted in the morning. 

Dada Dheera —A very ancient and canonized Thug of 
the Chursote class whom they invoke in drinking spirits 
at certain religious ceremonies. They do not mention 
him with Jura Naek in the Ghoor offering, or Tapon.ee ; 
but they make votive offerings of ardent spirits to Dada 
Dheera. They promise an offering of spirits, and if they 
succeed in their prayers, they drink the spirits, if their 
caste permits; if not, they throw it on the ground with the 
expression of their thanks in prescribed phrases. Dada 
Dheera s tomb is visited os » holy shrine by Thugs at 
Kumona in Koel, where he was buried. 

Dudh —A man who is not a Thug.—See Beetoa. 

Dhngal —Papers. 

Dhaga kurana or dena —To satisfy a suspecting chief 
or public functionary of the innocence of Thugs sus¬ 
pected. 

Dhaga h ana —To search out and report what they 
require to learn from travellers. 

Dhaga —An eliciting of the intentions of travellers ; or 
negoeiation with native chiefs, or any men in authority 
for protection, or for release when arrested. 

Dhagsa —Hilly or jungly country. Term peculiar to 
Duckun Thugs. 
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]}og#a —A fcookba of any kind ; also an old man. 

Dhokur _A do,!?; also a man who seizes Thugs. 

Monkee—A. police man or guard. Same as Ronlcee. 

1)kilim —A pice. ,, • ' • "' 1 ! . 

Dhoulanee —One of the sects of Thugs. 

■Dholin — An old woman—-term peculiar to Duckuu 

Xb ugs, ; ; ! *!ff . 

Dhulal —Spirit vender term to DucKuu 

Thugs. 

j Dul —Weight. 

Duldar —W eighty. 

Duller —The bead. " , 

Dullar Khan—-Same as Surlndund Khan . 

Deomun —Used for the same purpose as Bajeed Khan. 

. Dhanmut-iee-manj-The fighting of cats, daring the 
day, which is a very bad omen. The threatened evil 
must be averted by a sacrifice. 

Dhamree— Metal utensils, peculiar to Duckun Thngs. 
Dheema —The belly, 

Dheema — Goats <*r sheep, sense peculiar to Duckuu 

Thugs. ' v i: ; :S| ^?|§|| \ , 

Daniyhee — The noise of jackals fighting ; a very bad 
omen, which involves the necessity of leaving the part ot 
the country in which the gang hears it, 

Dhamdhoee —Any man employed in the pursuit of 

Thugs. $j, : H| i w 

Dunda — Term used by Duckuu Thugs for Kant a, or 

braying of an ass. ; 

Vherns-Jana — To fly or escape. 

Dbjnana— r The same. 

Dhonsana— To come to seize or arrest T hugs. Peculiar 

to the Duckun Thugs in this sense. 

Dhunieroo — The ass. The Thugs think the omen of 
the ass the most important of all whether it threatens 



evil ov p*»U« 5»»J- " *» «-* h "°\ * Dm ‘"Z. 

The ass i« equal to a hund red birds, is a nuum m t 0 

The omen of the ass is also superior to that ot a quaaiu 
peds ! if they hear it bray on the left on opening an ex¬ 
pedition ( Pilhaoo), and it is soon after repeated on the 
right \mbaoo), they believe that nothing on earth can 
prevent their success during that expeffition though it 
should last fo r years. 

Dkuneea —Breaking wind; peditum. SaeOorutRawree. 


f)lianyee —Lotah or brass pot. 

Dhooansa —Dry tobacco. 

Doona —Stocks for confining Thugs or other prisoners. 
Doonr —The loud screams of a victim for help —See 


Sen lit, 

Doonftkurna, or Doonree Lakarna —To scream lo^Hiy 
for help. 

Doeureeana— The same. 

Dapnee —A dagger. Term peculiar to Onckau - ■ 

Dhap —A dog — - “* e act ot dun S in S* 

I)/tara _Vessels of metal. 

Meree-R Surae or Village. 

pfarae— The share of the booty assigned to the leaders 
before the general division. It is generally the tenth 
article if there are ten or more of the same kind ; or one 
ana in the rupee upon the value, if there are not. After 
this deduction and the payment of a small extra allow¬ 
ance to the stranglers, grave choosers and diggers, and 
other officers, they all divide the booty m equal shares, 
as described under the head of Kotcrec. 

The Motheea Thugs about Patna and Chapra give 
their leaders, as Dhurae, a handful of rupees out of the 
booty, and divide with them the rest in equal shaves ; 
and from this they are said to derive their name, 'lheir 
Jemadars are bound in honor to sacrifice themselves for 
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the good of their follower*, whenever required to do so, 
and have the character of being more staunch than those 
of other classes of Thugs. 

Dheerna-- The belly. Term peculiar to the JDuckun 
T lings. 

Dhurdalna —To strangle. 

Dharokirr —Strangli og- 

Dhurohurkurnn—T « strangle. 

Dhurdho -—A river. 

Dautun —A police guard; any person found Expert 
edly in the neighbourhood of the Bek, or place chosen 
for the murder, whether residing there, or there merely 
bv accident. 

* Dutooa—Th* call of the hare ; if on the right, it is a 
very had omen ; all travellers with them must be let off. 

Ekareea — A single or short call of a jackal in which 
he scents to have met with a sudden check. This is coo¬ 
pered a very bad omen by Thugs all over India# 

25th May i nan */»*.* w . a «. party of Sepahees, with 
some approvers, to proceed this morning towards Gwalior 
in search of some Thugs who have lately found an asy¬ 
lum there. About 9 o'clock last night one of the Native 
Officers came to tell me that they could not move till 
afternoon to day as they had heard a bad omen. I have 
just been to the jail and discovered that this bad oinea 
was the Ekareea , heard about 8 o'clock last night. 
Nunhooa, one of the approvers, declared that on leaving 
Saug.- about three months ago for Indore he heard the 
Ekareea ; not attending to it, be got the wound, 
which he received from a sword in arresting a noted 
Thug Bhyroo, the son of Hiiamut, between Indore and 
Baroda. These men iiever go out to arrest their asso¬ 
ciates or to take up the bodies of wounded travellers with¬ 
out taking the auspices, though they rarely tell us of it. 
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Ekburda —A Teyke or -oil vender. They never 
either kill or empk>v oil venders, and if they meet one 
ou leaving: home the first day they must return. No man 
of this cast yet been admitted as a member of their 
fraternity, as far as I cun learn. The Thugs attribute their 
arrest in the Mhow cantonment, and all their consequent 
suffering 1 after the Ufaar affair, t.o their having murdered 
a Teylee, though they knew not bis cast at the time. 

Ektawhona —To assemble together ; rendezvous. 

Moo —Any single person not a Thug. 

Endh —A woman. 

Eenlab —Term used by the Duckun Thugs for Eeiuk, 
The term signifies contamination from the following cir¬ 
cumstances ; 1st, the birth of a child in a Thug family; 
2d. first courses of a Thusfs daughter ; 3d, a mar- 

na 8' e 10 a huff’s fa«“ly» a ?» „ Thucr’s family 

of any person that mas quitted the mother’s breast; 5th 

a mare foaling; 6tb, circumcision; 7th, a buff'aloe or 
cow giviug calf or dying; 8th, a goat or ewe giving 
young; 9th, a cat or dog giving young or dying; 10th, 
menses after the first time. All these involve «.ho neces¬ 
sity of sacrifice—See Appendix I» 

/&«»£ — Contamination from a wife or daughter being 
under her courses. No man can enter on an expedite 
while they are in that state, or for a certain .-amber of 
days after ; and if the leader’s wife or d--ghter should be 
in that state none of his p«»*<y c £°* a ^ so contain;nation 
from aqy of the o-bove circumstances.—See Ezntab. 

Entha-r --JUipees or money of any kind.—See Amkta . 

Etabark hawse —A serf, of Thugs derived from the Bur- 
sot c clan, 

Gobba—Tha round grave. Tins is made circular, and 
a small pillar of hard ground left in the centre. This 
they think prevent*, the dogs, jackals and other animals 
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of the jungle from digging np the bodies, and at the same 
time the ground from cracking and emitting that efltyia 
that often leads to their discovery in the Kurwa, or oblong 
orave. The Thugs about Delhi, and tu. Mother of 

Patoa, Chnpra and Gaya, and many other classes of 
Thugs, use the Gobba. The bodies are closely packed 

round the pillar of round earth. 

Godaeiuriia—God,dalna—ta perform the Godae. 

Geeda — Contaminated ; viz.aThugby the occurrence ot 
the Eentab. Also a man of the lowest cast—Duckun term. 
Ghoughee Phmkna, Mama or Dalna— lo cast lots 

ivitb cowries for the booty. 

Gugura —-A class of Thugs so called. 

Gajna —To eat, 

Goo*>«-The person who is carrying the hones^ms 

\,x the hrviv f'' ;ssr * H peculiar to the W 

Thu"S- The Hindoostan Thugs have «v peculiar term 
for such a person, though they can never murder him. 
Gad— Treasure. _ 

Ghenae— Fetters, Term peculiar to the Jumaldehu 
and Lodalut Thugs* 

Ghoeela— Pice—term peculiar to the Jmnaldeha Thngs 
of Otide. 

QoUee—CorJ.. Term peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 
Gahu Pood. 

Gcbm —Sanit ->«. Kurh, search after Thugs. It also 
means thelt according f[ 13 JCoeleeas. 

Govut —Omen of the Bhojimga (Shrike) seen dying 
from right to left, or from left to right. Both promise good. 
Jts call is not regarded by Thugs. 

Gano—A clan of Thugs so called. 

Ganoo —The man who feigns die sickness- See Gan 
karna. These • terms are peculiar to the JumcM-hee, 
lodaha , and Moteea Thugs, 


Gheyns —Noise and confusion, uproar. 

Gona —The hand : also five according to the .Dtiekun 

Thugs. 

Go nee —A shoe. 

Gomeait — A man who has lost his hand, or nose. 1 o 
murder such a man they consider very unlucky, and 
therefore rarely venture to do it, 

Gunga ram —A word of caution signifying that danger 

is near. 

Gan kurna— To feign sickness in order to bring the 
travellers into a situation and condition favorable for 
strangling them. The Ganoo falls down and pretends to 
be taken suddenly and violently ill; some of his friends 
raise and support him ; others bring water ; some feel bis 
pulse, and at last one pretends that a charm will restore 
him. All are requested to sit down, the pot of water being 
in the centre ; all are desired to take off their belts, if they 
have any, uncover their necks, and lastly to look up 
and count a certain number of stars if tlw-j to be seen, 
and in this state the roomal is thrown over their necks and 
they are strangled. 

Gunooa —Any fraud or trick of Thugs. 

Gorha —Bread. 

Gorhonee —Bread. 

Gorlina— To strangle. 

Goor Ghaunt— The knot of the gooroo or priest 
who teaches the use of the roomal in strangling. The 
Thug who has learnt from this man scientifically, as a 
mark of his college education, leaves the end of the 
roomal concealed within the knot, or Ghaunt. The 
Bhurtote or strangler who has not been so instructed, 
leaves the end out, as more secure for his less skilful 
hand. The man who has had his collegiate education is 
called the Ghoor ponch. 
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Gurkha -The neck. Gurkha men dena— To strangle. 

Gurtha —The dead body of a victim. 

Gar—A. share of spoil. 

Garbling — A share of spoil. ■ - H ■ 

Gharna —To strangle—term peculiar to the Sooseea 
and some other ft w classes of Thugs. 

Gharnakhna —The same. 

Goraret —The call of the Sarus.—See Jubltur. 

Gorgureea —A low gurgling sound made by the largo 
owl, which they sav resembles the bubbling of a huka, or 
goorgooree, whence its name; and that it always threatens 
evil. Tf the Thngs hear it on first setting out, they must 
suspend their journey for some clays. If they hear it after 
the expedition has been opened, on the left, they must 
advauce far and fast, as danger pursues in the rear. If 
on the right, they must halt as danger lies iu f ront.—See 
.Korra. Duckun Thugs pronounce it Golyuhea. 

Gota —Stones, particularly stones irom graves. 

Goto Turn used by Duckun Thugs for Bate 

hona, to fall into their snares, become inveigled. 

Gote pur ajana —To come to the aid of the strangler— 
Duckun Thugs. 

Gate —A large city. Term peculiar in this sense to 
Duckun Thugs. 

Gulhonie —A knot in a turban, or any other piece of 
cloth in which money or jewels may be concealed. 

Hukka bhur lao—“ Fill your pipe,” technically one of 
the signals or Jhiruees for the stranglers to do their work: 
peculiar to the Koelea Thugs. 

Mila —The rank or grade held by three men in every 
expedition 1st. Ihe man who chooses the place for 
murdering people and burying the bodies. 24, Tbe 
man who carries the Kusee, or consecrated pick-axe 3d. 
I he man who brings the goor or coarse sugar, for the 


Taponee, sacrifice. All these officers are supposed to 
require peculiar skill and peculiar piety. The man who 
brings the goor, must be a man of great ability to per¬ 
suade the people of villages that so large a quantity of 
goor, as he is required to purchase, is for innocent and 
ordinary purposes. Three of the most skilful thugs aic 
selected for these offices on opening every expedition, 
and they get an allowance oat of the booty acquired, over 
and above their common and equal share with the rest. 
If the gang has not prospered, two of the three are chang¬ 
ed ; the man who carries the pick-axe and the man who 
brings the goor. They name other two with certain 
ceremonies, and walk, to a certain tree or other mark 
chosen at a distance on the road. If they hear or see the 
auspice on the left, the deity is understood to confirm the 
choice. This is the Pilhaoo. If not. They must name 
other two men, and so on, till they find the deity approve. 

Hirujra _A shopkeeper. Term confined to the Dacktm 

Thugs. 

Ilandeeunih —One of the sects of thugs. 1 hey are 
Musulmans, and reside in Telingana. The Duckun 
Thugs divide themselves into five districts; those of 
Berar, Telingana, Ihiekun or Skoiapore, Arcot, Kur- 
natuk. The term Handeewul they consider as applica¬ 
ble to those of Telingana only; and to them only as 
a nickname. is a term of reproach given by the 
Agureea Thugs to the Telinganas, who are extremely 
indignant when they hear it. Sahib Khan, a Thug leader 
from Telingana, and a very respectable and pious man in 
the opinion of his fraternity, told me when I was revising 
this vocabulary, that if I intended to send it to potter n- 
mad, he hoped I would not designate the Thugs of his 
district by this odious term. It would imply that they 
had beetvjn the habit of eating food dressed in old and 
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dirty earthen pots, whereas there were really no men in 
the world more scrupulous than they were in ibis and 
all matters relating to their cast. See Appendix. 

Hurwa— A Brahman—term peculiar to Duekun Thugs. 

Buttar —Ono of the seven clans of Thugs. 

Jkawnr -—Among Bern Thugs signifies a Mahomnm- 
dan; among those of Berar and Bengal it signifies a Krt- 
wur, or the pair of jars in which the Kawrulties carry 
Ganges water. 

Jokkur —A dog. If the Thug sees u dog shake his head, 
they give up the design they have formed whatever it may 
he. If they see the dog dung on the right or left on the 
first day of opening the expedition, it is a bad mnea, and 
they return and postpone their journey three days. If 
after having opened the expedition and advanced a day s 
journey, the dog is seen to dung on the (eft, they move oa 
fast, as there is danger behind; if on the right, they must 
rest or move slowly a3 there is danger in advance. It 
they see the dog dung by moon-light, they call it the 
Chandme hee dhah, or moon-light dhak, and consider it 
a very bad omen. They must suspend operations for 
three days. If when preparing to set out from any stage, 
they see a dog dung, they call it the i\Iehh k pc dhah, 
or dhah of the tent pins; and the pins are not to be 
taken up ; that is, they are not to move that day. If they 
see the dog dung in the evening, they call it the Qaw- 
dhoor hee dhah, and consider it good and promising a 
good booty within seven days. 

Jheealoo —Same as Jyioaias. 

Jhuller —The belly. 

Jidkagura —The call of the large hill crow, while 
sitting on a tree, with a lake (tank,) cr river »u sight. 
This is a very favourable omen, and promises an imme¬ 
diate and great booty. If it calls from the back of a 



living buffaloe, pig, or from the skeleton of any kind ot 
animal, it is a bad omen. If from rocks on plain grounds 
indifferent. Some classes of Ttings consider its call 
Ifroru the back of the cow good, others consider it bad. 

1 Jalhar —The call of the Sarus. It is considered a 
v*ery important omen. It must be heard first on die left, 
on opening an expedition, and if repeated on the rigM;, it 
is very g'ood. If on setting out from any stage they hear it 
on the right., it is bad, unless preceded by the call on the 
left. If on reaching any stage, they hear it on the right, 
it is good, and if repeated on the left, they expect a 
great booty in jewels or money. If the Julhcir is heard 
bn the left after they reach any stage, it is a bad omen, 
threatens disputes and arrests. The same rales are 
applicable to almost all omens. 

I J,jvmloo —A. person left for dead but found afterwards 
v to have life in him. 

Jfieemet —The belly—term peculiar to Mollanee Thugs. 

Jhummanta— One not a Thug to whom the Thugs are 
known, and is to be avoided by them. 

Jumaldeh.ee —A. class of Thugs that are settled in Oude 
and some other parts East of the Ganges I hey are consi¬ 
dered very clever, and expert, and more staunch to their 
oath of secrecy than most other classes. They are Agu- 
reeas, or emigrants from Delhi through Agra, and sup¬ 
posed to be descendants from a man named Jfumalud 
Deen. They do not commonly allow their females to know 
their trade, nor permit their sons to join in their expedi¬ 
tions, till they have attained the age of puberty. They 
assign a full share of the booty to every member of the 
gang who has been left at home to take care of their 
families. 

Juma Idehee—X t is stated that in the time of Munsoor 
Alee Khan the Jumaldehees to the amount of some him- 
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** families, from »•“*• »“ d 

selves I. ibe p.rju.a „«*»»»». ■ «#*. X ‘'' 

lohee, untie. it. oi the Hajuh, one ol the 

ancestors of the preseat Rajah Shunker Sing to whom 
tiisj used *•) give a portion of their booty in the most 
valuuM* an{ ^ rare articles, as horses, jewels, &c. &c. 
The protection he gave them was reported to Court, and 
J,e was obliged to cxpei all the Thug families who dis¬ 
persed in different directions. Some established them¬ 
selves in other parts of Oude. Some went to Goruckpore, 
Durbbanga, Tirhoot. Those who went to the last two 
districts were from that time called Lodahas, while the 
others all retained the title of Jumaldehees. They are all 
of the same clan, and use the same Ramasee or slang 
dialect. 

lu the time of Asufod doela, some five or six families 
of the Goruckpore Thugs returned to Oude. and esta¬ 
blished themselves at Nadhee in Jugdespore, under the 
protection of Baboo Balwnnt Khan, the grand father 
of the present chief Allah buksli Khan. From live 
or si x families they increased to forty or fifty, under 
bis protection and support, when they became so notori 
ons that hi« sovereign obliged him to expell them \ and 
they dispersed themselves and settled in Kotedeb and 
Bhurtclee and Bhownlmowe in the Deorhec of Hindoo 
Sing, and Rudolee, Dureeabad, and the town of Bureea* 
foad itself, in Dotekaporwa, Tindolee in Huieeapore, 
Balahurdoee, «ssecrabad and Tholehreg. The greater 
part of the operators ot this class in Onde have now been 
secured. 

Indermun —A woman. 

iUrJana— Term used hy Ducknn Thugs for i'huh- 
jana-~~to become aware or suspicious of the designs of the 
Thugs. In contradislinctw to GoU Una or CJmh horn. 
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Jangura — A Rajpoot Term peculiar to Duckun 
Thugs, 

Jung; are Baja —Term among the Duck an I hugs for 
the responding of two large owls in their loud fat! call, 
called by them the Raja or Mahee; and Vy Hindoostan 
Thugs the Thakur; this is a bad omen, and all levellers 
whom the gang may then have w'th them must be suffered 
to escape. . A,ny vnutriloo> ,;! ''* t , who could imitate this and 
some other calls mentioned in this vocabulary, might travel 
from Lahore to Cape Comorin, without danger from Thugs. 

Jheer Dalna —To strangle. A term peculiar to the 
Sooseeas and some other classes of Thugs to the west. 
Jeerna —The same Jheernakhna. 

Jhamimr —Term among Berar Thugs for a M usulman, 
Jkirnee —The signal for strangling ; this is commonly 
given either by the leader of the gang, or the Belha, who 
lias chosen the place for the murder. 

Jkirnee dene .—To give the signal for strangling. 
Jkowar Khan —Cali of spies and scents to say that 
danger is near, and the gang mast conceal themselves. 
Jhowar dena —To conceal things from stranglers. 
J/iowar tena —To conceal or bide ones self, or any thing 
one has. 

Mora Naek—A. celebrated leader of the Multan Thugs 
and of the clan of Hurtal; his name is mentioned with 
reverence i,-j tbeir sacrifices—-" Sec '! upuna. fie was a 
M usulman and he a..a his servant Kodak Ranwaree, are 
said to have killed a man who had ii jewels and other 
articles, property to the value of me hundred and sixty 
thousand rupees laden upon a mule. They brought home 
the booty, assembled all the members of their fraternity 
within reach, and honestly divided the whole as if all had 
been present. Jora Naek, his wife and his slave, were 
all canonized in consequence. 
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Jhuramin ho, or ho Jao— R«n, Fly. 

Jhurjuntt —To run, or Ay from pursuit. 

JAunm—T Ae word made use of by spies and scouts to 
tell Hie png that danger is it hand and they must ily. 
JAurwa Kkf”" Jkurwa Shy *—*The same. 

Jkaro ~*—Tbe fugitive Thug or Thug flying from dan. 

ger, * »' ■' i -. *' r 

Jhoosa -Small or feeble u>«» Neither Thug or other 

person,) or small village. 

Jeeina, Jwtjma, Jettaepurjant *—'To take the auspices. 
"When tbe Thugs are prepared to undertake an expedition, 
they seat the most .{earned -pundit • they can get upon a 
blanket,: with their leader and four of the Thugs, the 
snost respectable ia their vocation from birth and charac¬ 
ter. The rest of the gang sit around outside the blanket. 
They place before the pundit as an offering a brass plate 
(Thaws) with some rice, wheat and two copper coins 
upon it. The leader asks tbe pundit, respectfully, what 
day will be proper to open the expedition, and he after 
doe search and ceremony, prouounces the day, the hour, 
and tbe direction. They on the day appointed fill a Lotah 
(brass jug) with water, which the leader bolds suspended 
by the month iu his right hand down by his side. In a 
clean white handkerchief they tye np five knots of turme- 
rick, two copper coins, cue silver coin and the pick-axe, 
and this the leader holds upon bis breast in b : » hand. 
He now turns to the direction iodte*^ by the priest, ami 
moves on slowly folbwed by his gang to a field or garden 
outside the village. Ob reaching the spot thought host 
adapted for the purpose, he stands with his face still in 
the direction indicated, bis left band on Iris breast, and bis 
right down by his side with the lotah ; and with ids eves 
lifted to heaven, and his mind abstracted from all earthly 
things, he says, 11 Great Goddess! universal mother l 
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if this our meditated expedition is fitting in thy sight, 
vouchsafe as help, and the signs of thy approbation !” 
All the Thugs present repeat this prayer after the leader, 
and join in the praises and worship of the goddess* If 
within half an hour they hear or see the Pilhaoo (or aus¬ 
pice on the left), it signifies that the deity has taken them 
by the left hand to lead them on. II the Thibaoo (or 
omen on the right) follows, it signifies that the deity has 
vouchsafed to take them by the right hand also. The leader 
then pnt* tho lotah ou the ground, and sits down with his 
face in the same direction. He keeps the silver and cop¬ 
per pice and turmerick during the whole expedition, 
and gives them as an offering to some poor Brahmun on 
his return; but if the expedition has been very prosperous 
he keeps them to use again in opening others. 

TLe leader remains seated in that spot seven hours, 
while ms followers bring him food, and make all neces¬ 
sary preparations for their journey. When all is ready, 
they advmce a few At * prowls R direction indi- 

catej, but aftei-^rds they may turn to the right or left as 
incentives present themselves* On arriv— 
>g at the first stage, they must hear or seethe Thibaoo 
first, and the emeu is improved by the Pilhaoo afterwards. 
Having had the auspices favorable thus far, they pro¬ 
ceed next morning to the nearest water, and there eat 
the goer and the dal which the leader takes with him. 
Any bad omen after this can be averted by the usual 
sacrifices, offerings and observance, but any bad omen 
before it involves the necessity of returning and open¬ 
ing the expedition anew. If the lotah should drop 
from the Jemadar’s hand, he must, they thiok, die 
•within that or the following year inevitably. If they 
hear any one weeping for the dead on leaving the 
village, it threatens great evil. If they meet the corps 
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of any one belonging to the village, it is a very bad 
omen. Or if they meet an oil vender, a carpenter, or 
potter, a dancing master, a blind or lame man, a fukeer 
with a bmwn waist band, or a jogee with long traced 

hair, —all threaten evil. , || 

If after eating the goor and dal, they get the Tkibaoo, 
it assures them a rich booty within a month and a half. It 
is good also to see a fair in any village but their own on 
the road. A corpse from any village but their own is a 
good omen : so also is it good to se© a party of friends 
weeping round a woman taking leave of her parental 
roof to go to that of her husband. 

They must not open an expedition in Sawan, (July,) 
Koar , (September,) nor in Poos , (December,) nor on a 
Wednesday nor a Thursday. 

Kuhita~~~Tem\ for BJmrlote or strangler a men? tire 
Jumaldehees and Lodahas . 

Kiibitae*-~~lfhe office or duty of the Kubita ♦ 

Khobba —Beef, mutton «>♦»— i&e&li jne4» Pecu¬ 

liar to Duekan Thugs. 

Kkubyha —A village or hamlet, same m 
Kuboobt —A menial servant of Thugs; or a low rav 
man on Thuggee. A Tyro, as distinguished from 
Burka, a Thug of distinction. 

Kuchnnee —One of the seven clans of Thugs, 

Khuchooa —A pick-pocket. 

Kucha-*~ On buried, or imperfectly buried , referring to a 
dead oody. Also a Thug who discloses whathe keows 
regarding his associates. 

Khodda —An old man. 

Khodeylee or Khoreylee —An eight ana piece, 

Khydura Barkundaazes, chaprasm, nujeebs, or my 
armed police men ; distinguished from ftwiffams, or 
sipahees or soldiers. 
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Koduck-bunwctree—The celebrated follower of Joora 
Naek. —See Tuponee. He was a Lodhee by cast. 

Koch —Dressed rice. Terra peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 

Kud,hooa —The head. A term peculiar to the Koeleea 
and some other classes of Thugs. 

Khuglui —Same as Khubha, village or hamlet. 

Kugura —The croaking of a large mountain crow. 
Contrary to the ordinary rules of augury, the Pilhaoo, 
in this omen, is the croaking on the right; and the 
Thibaoo the croaking ou the left, If he croaks from a 
tree either on the right or the left, it promises good ; and 
if water be in sight, it is better. See Jul-kugura, or the 
water croak. If heard from a tree while the gang are in 
camp, it promises a rich traveller on that spot, and the 
gang waits for him. If he croaks while on the back of a 
pig, or buffalo, or from any dead body, or skeleton, the 
omen is bad. If from the hack of a cow, some Thugs think 
it a good, others a bad oraen. 

Koojaoo —A Thug informer; one who denounces Thugs 
or extorts money from them. 

Kuj—K. traveller, or any man not a Thug; same as Seetoo. 

Kujjee —A woman of any kind not of a Thug family. 

Kojegt.ee —Fetters. Term confined to the Duckun 
Thugs, 

Khokkee kurna —To hawk up the phlegm from the 
throat. See Tkokkee. A signal to prepare for action, 
strangling, or marching, or doing any thing they have in 
hand. 

Khokureea—A. Bangureea Thug, applied to them by 
other i hugs as a term of reproach,' as Harndeewal is to 
the Telingana Thugs. 

Kokatee —Duckun Thug s term for the Korra, or low 
clinking sound of the large owl, which always threatens 
evil (o be averted by sacrifices. i , 
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Ka lunder ee —S vveetmeats. 

Kalee —Night. 

Kauf —A village. Term peculiar to TJuekun Thugs. 

Kaulkee —Li q uor. 

Kalee hee manj —The fighting of oats heard at night 
after the first watch, which is an evil omen. 

Kind Khosem~A barber, 

Khuttee —A Thug who conceals himself on his return 
home from the dread of his creditors. 

Khideeta —A village. Term peculiar to Koeleea Thugs. 

Kulloo —A thief. 

Kullooee— Theft. 

Kamp—A bribe for the release or ransom of Thugs. 

Khat —Is the term used by the Duckun Thugs for 
Kamp , a bribe. 

Khom-~'A door. 

Khomnsna —To rush in upon travellers when there is 
no time for the ordinary ceremonies of murder. 

Komil*— Something unbecoming one’s condition and 
east, and likely therefore to lead to suspicion. 

Kanta~— The omen of the braying of the ass. It is an 
omen of great importance, and must be heard first on the 
left on opening* m expedition, or on setting oat from any 
other stage. If on reaching any stage, or while haulting at 
any stage, it is heard on the left, they must leave the place 
and go on ; for such situations it is good on the right. If 
the ass approaches the gang, braying from the front, it is 
a very bad omen, and is calied Mat/iaphore*~*the head 
breaker. 

Kanthun — A knife. 

Kanthuna or Kanth dalna*— To cut up the body of a 
murdered person in order to prevent its swelling and 
forming cracks in the soil that covers it. Also to kill with 
a knife, a person whom they have not time to strangle, on 



ihe approach of danger, or stab a strangled person in 
order to prevent the possibility of his recovery. 

Kanee Jnd —The name of the wife of Joora Naek —See 

Tuponee. 

Khonsana —To return or Khounsana. 

Khonchkhana— Same as Tupjana. Term peculiar to 
Duckun Thugs. 

Kondoo —The belly. Term peculiar to the AToe/eraTh tigs. 

Khanjoo —A cnt parse. Peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 

Konrfnl kurna or Dalna —To pound in the earth upon 
the bodies when they are securely buried. Term confined 
to Duckun Thugs. 

Koiyid—The call of the Saurus. Term peculiar to the 
Jumaldehee, Lodaha , and Moteea Thugs of Behar anti 
Bengal, Same as Julhar. 

Kotuk —A novice or tyro in Thuggee. Term peculiar 
to the Jumaldehee, Lodaha, and Moteea Thugs of Bengal 
and Behar. 

Ki/neeleo —Tarings. goM. 

Kapsee —Corn or grain, or any agricultural produce in 
the ground, before harvest. 

Karthee kurna— Inveigling travellers, or secretly con, 
suiting about their murder. 

Karthee must kurna— To speak or consult in a low 
voice or whisper* 

Kara —-Search or enquiry after Thugs, 

Karhkurtia —To search after, or molest Thugs. 

Karhoo —Oue who searches after, betrays, or molests 
them. 

Khurtae —Any bad omen. Duckun Thugs. 

Kaivree —Breaking wind. See Oorut kawree. 

Kartheana —Same as Karthee kurna. 

Kharoo — A gang of Thugs. 

Kharoo phootna —To break up or disperse the gang. 
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Kharkuneea— The passing of a bare across the road 
in front of the gang ; a bad omen either from right to left, 

or left to right. 

Kkorae —Pice, copper coinage. 

Kkour —An army. Peculiar to the Dooab, Oude and 

Behar Thugs. 

Khorchee —-A barber. 

Kkora-~ Unlucky. 

Khontk —A horse, so called by Dor*aft Thugs. 
Khorlcanee —A. mare, ditto ditto. j| 

Kurba —Secure or perfect burial, as distinguished from 

Angjhap . imperfect burial. 

Kurbakurree —Term used by Duckun Thugs tor 
Lugha, Sexton, when the bodies are securely buried. 

Kurbakttma —To dig graves when the bodies are to be 
securely buried,—all three terms chiefly confined to 
Duckun Thugs. 

K/iurkha —Same fCanta, an ass. 

Khureyree —(See Puttmr«vJ Term peculiar to the 
JcmalMlefix. Ttooab and Behar Thugs, for the small owl. 

Khurei/nja —A nalah or ravine. Term peculiar to the 
Jemaldehae 'I hugs. 

Rhumb— Noise made by the pick-axe in digging the 
grave. 

Xorra —A low clicking sound made by the large owl. 
It always threatens evil like the Gorgureea. The Duckun 
Thugs call this Kokatee. 

Kourga —Silver. Term confined to Duckun Thugs. 
Korhnreeas —The Thugs who resided in the district of 
Korhur, between Etawa andCawnpore, after their expul¬ 
sion from Delhie. 

Kouree Phenkna, Marnu or Dalna —To cast lots for the 
booty. After defraying all extra expenses to headers and 
officers, they commonly divide the booty into three equal 
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shares and the gang into three equal parties. A cowree 
is then given to each party, -who, after marking it, puts it 
into the hand of a man, who, without knowing to which 

party the cowrees respectively belong, puts one on each 

of the three piles, and each party takes the pile on which 
its cowree has been placed, and subdivides it among the 
individuals. 

Kurwfl —The grave, made square or oblong, for the 
* bodies of the persons murdered—See Gobba. 

Kursaul _ The large male antelope. If a single ante¬ 

lope or a pair only are seen crossing the road from left to 
the right, it is a goodomeD; viz. the Tkibaoo. It from 
right to the left, very bad; viz. the Pitkaoo. 

°Khurtul _Term used by Duckun Thugs, for Kotar, 

**tiy nad omen. 

Kho&man- Term for a Musulman. 

KJiosur —The month among lUe Beliar Thugs called 

Khomur KJiosir . 

KJious _Tteturn* in co*vt*^Aivtin©t»<rm 

fcisxDCtvci —-A well. 

Kussee—T he consecrated pick-axe. At first Thugs 
were allied by Davy, according to their creed, to leave 
on tlv ground the bodies of the persons murdered, but were 
prohibited from looking back to see how she disposed of 
them. A slave on one occasion looked back, and saw her 
occupied in throwing them into the air, without any 
clothes on her body. She was naturally very angry and 
bid them in future to bury the bodies themselves; but to 
use in making the graves pick-axes d uly consecrated. On 
ascertaining from the priest or elder of the gang a lucky 
day for the purpose, the leader of the gang<5 oes to the 
blacksmiths, and having closed the door diat no other 
person may enter, gets him to make the axe in his pre¬ 
sence, without touching any other work till it is completed. 
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Ob a day fixed, either Friday, Monday, Tuesday, or 
Wednesday, they give it the clhoop or incense offering. 
The place chosen runst be either inside a house or tent, 
so that the shadow of no living thing may fall on and 
contaminate the axe. The Thug most skilled in the 
ceremonies, sits down with his face to the west, and 
receives the pick-axe on a brass dish. A pit is dug in the 
ground, and the pick-axe is washed with water which falls 
into this pit. It is afterwards washed with a mixture of 
sugar and water. Then with dehee or sour milk, and 
lastly with ardent spirits ; all falling successively from the 
pick-axe into the pit. It is then marked from the head 
to the point with seven spots of red lead, and placed on 
the brass dish, containing an entire cecoanot, some 

cloves, pawn leaves, gogul gnm (amyris a g« lu -1 

inderjon, some seed of the sesaranm, while sandal wood, 
and sugar. In a small brass cup dose bv, »a some ghee. 
They now kindle a fire from some dried cow dung, and 
some „ ...I, or fovrtx^e, and throw in upon 

it the above narnea articles, except the cocoauut; and 
T 7 h«n the flame rises, they pass the pick-axe seven times 
through it, the officiating priest holding it in bah hands. 
He now strips the cocoanm of its outer coat, and [.lacing 
it on the ground, bolds the pick-axe by the point in his 
right band, and says “ Shall l strike V’ All around reply 
yes. He then says “all hail mighty Davy, great mother 
of all!” and strikiug the cocaanut with the but end of the 
pick-axe, breaks it in pieces, on which all exclaim “ All 
hail Davy and prosper the Thugs If They throw all the 
shell t«d some of the kernel into the fire, tie up the 
pick-axe u a clean piece of white cloth, and placing it 
on the groanu u> the west, all face in that direction and 
worship it. This done they all partake of the kernel of 
.the cocoauut, and collect all the fragments and put them 
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into the pit, that they may never after be contaminated 
by the touch of any one’s foot. If after this ceremony 
the Thibaoo, or auspice on the right is seen or heard, the 
sacrifice has been approved. If the Pdhaoo, on the left, 
it is not; and if the cocoanut is not severed at one blow, 
the deity is considered to have disapproved, and another 
day is appointed for the ceremony to be performed over 
a rrain. Henceforward the pickaxe is called the Kassee, 
or Mcthee, instead of Kodak*. The Jemadar keeps it 
with great care, and before every expedition the cere¬ 
mony must be repeated. _ 

It is given to the shrewdest, cleanest and most sober and 
careful man of the party, who carries it in his waist-belt. 
While m camp he buries it in a secure place, with its point 
in the direction they intend to go ; and they believe that it 
another direction is better its point will be found changed. 
They say that formerly they ««ed to throw it into a well, 
and that it would come up of itself when summoned with 
due ceremonies ; hut since they began to do what was 
forbidden, and neglected what was enjoined, it has lost 
that virtue. They say that it has it still among some 
classes of Thugs in the Duckun who have adhered more 
rigidly to their rites and usages. No foot must touch the 
earth under which it lies buried; nor may the pickaxe be 
touched by any man in an unclean state, or by any unclean 
animal or thing. The burnt offering is repeated on certain 
holvdays, and whenever they have been long without a 
victim] After every grave made with it, it must be 
bathed with certain ceremonies. 

The oath by the Kassee is, in their esteem, far more 
sacred than that by the Ganges water or the Koran, and 
i have known men who have been in prison twenty years, 
entertain the firmest conviction that perjury on the Kas¬ 
see, when the oath has been administered with due cere- 



cony, mast inevitably cause the death of the person 
within six days, pr involve him in some great calamity. 
I have talked with hundreds who have told all their 
secrets, and I never yet met a Thug that did not, up to 
lie last moment of his existence, believe the same. They 
never under any circumstance lose their confidence in 
the Kassee ,• and if it fail them, they attribute it to acci¬ 
dental neglect of the prescribed ceremonies. In prison, 
when administering an oath to each ether in cases of 
dispute among themselves, I have known them frame the 
image of the Kassee out of a piece of cloth, and consecrate 
it for the purpose. The deponent puts his hand on it 
while he deposes, or holds it in botli hands, and after 
having sworn he drinks water in which the Kassee has 
been washed, or he goes before the image of T}avey with 
the Kassee in his hands and swears. 

If the Kassee at any <imo fills from the hands of the 
man who carries it, it is a dreadful omen, and portends 
that he will either be that year killed, or that the gang 
will suffer some grievous misfortune. The gang must 
deprive him ofbis office, return home, or change the road, 
and consecrate the Kassee anew; and no other party 
will ever encamp or associate with one whose Kassee has 
so fallen, lest they should be involved in the calamity. 
Many are the curious stories they relate to illustrate 
all this. 

Kathur —One of the sects of Thugs. They are sup¬ 
posed to derive their name from a man, who attended the 
feasts of the seven classes at Dehlie with a wooden dish 
or trencher, called Kathur —took to their trade, and left 
it as an inheritance to his descendants. 

Kautgurree —The oflice of a scoot, or spy. 

Kautgur —A scout or spy. 

Kotar—A had omen. Doekun Thugs. 


Kof uck—A novice or tyro in Thuggee. 

Keytar Ardent spirits. 

jBWom-T. °“ l " ilb lta,eller * bef ° re J 8 

in the morning- , . , . . 

Khotub— The interval between midnight and day uvea . 

KMuimen imffme—To main, in that interval- 
Kkoturna- To encamp nr lodge. Term pecul.ar to 

some classes of T bugs. . » 

Rhutana, or Khutae, or Khutae dena- To inform 
against the gang in consequence of a quarrel; or to become 

their enemies. 

Khuteeae—’ 'The doing so, or Khutkae. 

Khutowa —A Thug who informs against his associates. 

Koo l _Theft committed by Thugs among themselves 

out of the booty. Duckun Thugs call it Bhons. 

Root kur lena —To steal from the booty acquired. 

Kootha— The Thug who so steals. 

Kottar —Any bad omen—same as Ardhul. 

Kuthowa- The man who cuts np the bodies of the 
cicrimr brfom 'hey are bnried. Thin they do to prorent 
thoir emitting a an,ell, and being thereby dtscovered b, 
jackals, and dug „P and opposed. If they lea.e the 

Cdt entire, the ground that covers them cranks a, they 

decay, and the stench rises to the surface. 

Ruthae— The office of doing so. 

Rutheeana— Same as KatJina. 

Kutoree —Same as Bele- place for the murder. Kutoree 

signifies a bass cup, and when, m the healing ot tim 

victims, they apprehend that the term Bale might excite 
suspicions, they say “ Jao, kutoree manj lao -Lite- 
rally , “ go and clean the cup”-technically, go and choose 

the place for the murder. 

Kutoree Manjna— To choose a place for the murder. 
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Kutkola— A carpenter. 

Kote —Duekun term for the feast or sacrifice to Dmey t 
peculiar to Thugs, but common to all classes of them. 
Having collected goats, rice, ghee, spices, and spirits, 
they assemble on a Tuesday or Friday, in a room chosen 
for the purpose, the doors and windows of which must 
be so closed that nothing can be seen from without. 
The floor must be cleaned, and plastered with cow dung; 
and in the centre, a square is drawn of a cubit each side 
with the kokoo, or mixture of turmerick and lime. Upon 
this square is spread a white sheet, and upon this sheet, 
the rice when boiled is placed. Upon the rice is placed 
the half of a cocoanut, filled with ghee, in which is insert¬ 
ed two wicks, lying across each other, and lighted each 
at both ends, so as to give four lights. If a cocoanut 
cannot be found, a vessel of dough of the same form will 
answer. This kind of lamp is occasionally made by all 
kinds of people aud is called Chou mukk . Upon the white 
sheet is now placed the consecrated pick-axe and the knife 
of the gang*; and all the spirits brought for the feast. From 
among all the goats purchased for the occasion two are 
now selected, black, and perfect in all their parts. They 
are bathed, aud washed, and made to face to the west, 
and if they shake themselves lustily to throw off the mois¬ 
ture from their bodies, they are immediately sacrificed as 
having been accepted by Davey , or if one does so, both 
are sacrificed. If neither of them does this, it is a sign 
that she has rejected both ; aud the party eats the rice 
aud drinks the spirits, but postpones the sacrifice to 
another day, considering the feast as in the light of a 
simple meal. This they do if any other bad omen is 
observed on that day, considering the Goddess to be 
displeased with something. While the Emtak obtains 
among the gang, this offering cannot take place. 
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The goats are sacrificed after the Mahomed an form, 
having their throats cut while grace is said over them, 
if tbe'party be Mahomedans ; but if they are Hindoos, 
the goats have their heads struck off as at Hindoo 
sacrifices. If' the two goats are accepted and sacrificed, 
all ibe other goats purchased for the feast are killed and 

eaten : if not, they are kept for abetter day. A pit is 
dug in the floor into which is thrown the skins, bones, 
and offal of all kinds; for nothing brought m for this sacred 
feast must be seen by any living thing but a Thug eligi¬ 
ble to partake of it; and they believe that if any man not 
a Thug see the lamps, or any part of the preparations, 01 
any fire falls on the white sheet and burns any part of it, 
or' any animat touches the bones or offal, the leader of 
Uio 5 «.<g must aiv within the year, aud all the members 
be involved in some great calamity. 

If they are on an expedition they must take the same 
precautions, and conceal themselves and their ceremonies 
by means of curtains, if they have not walls. After feast- 
in-, they must all wash their hands and faces over the 
pit,’and then fill it up securely. The expenses of this 
feast are defrayed commonly by subscription, when it is 
called the Punchaetee Kate, aud whoever they 

choose; but most commonly in the Hooly or Dusera 
festivals, during which they may if they choose have it 
on any other d*v « well as Tuesdays and Fridays. 
Sometimes the feast is given by the leader or any indivi¬ 
dual member of a gang. No Thug is eligible to partake 
of this feast in any part of India till be has attained the 
rank of strangler, unless his family have been Thugs for 
at least two generations. I hr above is considered the 
complete ceremony, and in (he Dnckun every part is 
strictly attended to. In Hindustan some minor points, 
as the form of the lamp and fife drawing the square, are 

P 



omitted. They have no peculiar term tor the feast; the 
term they use Kurliae Jcurna c>r Kurahee dena, being 

common to all people for a least. 

jjodh _A bullock among the Thugs of Ilindoostan. 

.Amon# the Huckun Thugs it signifies blood. 

Icdaha from Lodh, a bullock—A class of Mu*uhsnm 
Thugs, either descended from or grafted upon the Juinal- 
cfehee stock of Oude Thugs. These Thugs reside iu 
Chupra, Goruckpore, Ghazeepore, Pooruneea, Dinajpoor, 
liungpore, and other parts of Bebar and Bengal, but 
now' the principal seat of them is said to be in the Tnrae, 
north east front Dhurbunga, where they occupy several 
villages on the frontier between the Nepaul territory and 
our own. The most noted of this class at present are 

Jhoulee Khan the black, and 

are, I believe, cousins. They are said to have got their 
name from loading bullocks, though it does not appeal 
that they trade in that way now. Lodhct or Lodhee, with- 
out the vowel after the ohai,, « oust of Hindoos common 
all over India, and of this cast the greater part of the 
gangs of Tlnigs between the Ganges and Jumna were 
composed. 

The Jjvhth"*™** estimated at about three hundred, 

I believe. 

Lxd>ha—A bullock. 

Lickha—A. Musulrnan. Term peculiar to Buckun 

Thugs, 

LucJmvn or Luichtnun Sing —Term made use of by 
scouts to indicate the approach of clanger—See Bajeed. 
Luchee Bam —The same. 

Iiadhna —To strangle; common to all classes of Thugs. 

JjadMa~ Goor or coarst sugar. 

Lode —Bullock among lie Hindostan Thugs ; but 
among the Buckunees it filpifies blood. 
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Ludohur —Killing. Ludohur Kama, to murder. 

Luyka —A grave digger. 

Imghae —The office of grave digger. 

Luffhouta —Dead bodies of victims. 

Lo&aree—A gun. 

Lokharna —To scream loudly when being murdered— 
See Doonr. 

Lvkeer —Fakeer, a religious mendicant. 

Lewcdee —A blanket. Term peculiar to Duckun 

Thugs. 

Jjol —The throat. Term confined to Duckun Thugs. 
Lamkun—' Tern used by the Duckun Thugs for the 
Kurkuneea, or crossing (from the right or from the left) 
of a hare on the road before them. 

Lumhheree -—-A sword. 

Lnmpochti^— Term among the Berar Thugs for a snake. 
If a snake crosses the road before or behind the gang, it. 
is a bad omen, and they dare not go on unless they can 
lull it. If they see it in any situation, it involves a sacri¬ 
fice unless they kill it. 

Lunibhereeana —To kill with a sword. 

Lendkeea—A washerman, peculiar to.Duckun 1 hugs. 

Londjilena —Tu plunder. 

Londhjihona —To be plundered. 

Lapna _To kill goats or other animals for food. Term* 

peculiar to the Duckun Thugs. 

Leepra or Leep .—Cloth in pieces, not made into gar¬ 
ments. 

Leepurna. —To strangle. Peculiar to the Western 
Thugs of Ojeyn. 

Lopna or Lop liuhna —To lie hid or asleep. 

Lopee, or Lopee Khan, or Lopee Singh—A term made 
use of by scouts to intimate that danger approaches. 
Lopee Kurna—To conceal. 
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Jsnpee. Ilona —To be concealed. - • > 

pair »f jackal crossing tin, road 

i„ Ooni of Ike S*»g <™°> «* ri S bt or fron lb<> , rf ’ 
catfiMf prison and chains; frqpi Lobar, a blacksmith, 

and Burbey, a carpenter, a very bad omen; a sing e 
jackal passing from right to left, is a good omen ; from 
left to right, bad, bat of little moment. 
hurheea —A shop-keeper. 

Lutkuneea —A very small purse, worn only by Thugs 
and thieves, and therefore a flistinotive mark. 

Jjuhtar —A dagger. 

Moeh.—h. bullock, among the Duckun Thugs. 

Muchhooa —A Bkutteeara, or keeper of a surae for 
the accommodation of travellers. The greater part of 

these people are in the interest of the Thugs, often per- 

Hitting them to perpetrate murder, in their surae,, and 
giving them useful information regarding traveler, and 

pursuers* . .. f 

Mudoreea- Name given to the Maunj or hgbtmg of 

cats, by the Koeleeas and some other Thugs. 

Mehkkee Dhap —See Jokknr or Dhap. 

* Mukkaur — A Rajpoot of whatever calling. 

Mykureea— A barber. Term peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 
Mfiufee—The man who bears home money for the 
subsistence of their families from Thugs engaged in 
distant expeditions. Peculiar to the Korhcireea and 
Lodhee Thugs. 

Mawil— A horse. 

Mcnvilee —A mare. 

jMciutee—Farole of rendezvous among the Duckan 
Thugs ; the same as Phool among the Hindoostanees. 
Maulee dena—To give the parole of rendezvous. 
Mohil— A chief. Peculiar to the Duckun Thugs. 
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Mahee— The sacred pick-axe, called also Kassee. 
The Durkun Thugs always use the term Makes, never 
Kussee , for the pickaxe. The Durkun Thugs give 
this term to the Tkakur, or full call of the large owl also. 
See Tkakur. 

Mooltaneas —A class of Thugs, all Mosulmans, who 
are said to have emigrated direct from Delhi, and not 
through Agra, and therefore not among the Agareeas. 
They are said to call themselves Naiks, and to travel and 
trade as Brinjaras. They kill the greater part of their 
female children, and never allow what survive to marry 
out of their own class. They travel with their families, 
and strangle travellers with the cords with which they 
are accustomed to drive their bullocks, and not like 
other Thugs, with the handkerchief. They are among 
the ancient Thugs, and are considered strict in their 
observances, and staunch to their oath of secrecy. 

Maaioo —One who knows Thugs, and takes advan¬ 
tage of his knowledge to betray, or to extort money from 
them. 

Maun _Th<» p face for the grove. A term peculiar to 

JJuckun Thugs— (See Be lee) Maunkurree, the man who 
selects the place for murder. 

Maun} —The omen of the cats heard fighting. If 
heard during the first watch of the night it promises 
good ; if during the night at any time after the first watch, 
it is called “ Kales kee Maunj” and threatens evil. 
If heard in the day time, it is called the “ Dhamonee kee 
Maun},” and threatens very great evil. If the cats fall 
down from a height while lighting, it threatens still 
worse. 

Maungkee —Treasure. A term peculiar to some classes 
of Thugs. Gael is the more.common term. 

Mirmkeea —A Gosaen. 
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Minuk —A Gosaea or Byragee—Hindoo religions 

mendicant. 

Mimkheh — A roan. 

Man/war —A jackal. To prevent their digging up the 
dead bodies, Thugs throw over the grave cither very 
thorny hushes or ispaghole, the seeds of the flea wort, 
to which they say jackals and dogs have a strong anti¬ 
pathy. They say that with the ispaghole there is no 
danger from any animal, but the bear and hyena. 

Maurhma —A gold xnohur. 

Morna —To go slowly ; peculiar to Ducknn Thugs. 

Mirgmaul -—A herd of deer. This at all times and 
under all circumstances is favorable, as promising a 
meeting with more Thugs. 

Morka —The extra share given to distinguished or 
principal Thug leaders, who command each a party of 
not less than twenty Thugs. If, including the jemadar, 
the party consists of twenty, they divide the booty into 
twenty-one shares, the leader takes one as his tmrka, 
aud he has another share with the icst. If there are five 
such leaders aud parties, they have five separate shares. 
This is after the deduction of the dhurae or leader’s share, 
in which jemadars, great and small, share alike. 

Margee— A cbeyla or disciple : term peculiar to 
Duckuo Thugs—A mere tyro before he becomes i»i- 
tiated. JFlindostan Thugs call them kyhoolas or leetoos, 

Mururee — A party of Thugs assembled in council. 

Mururee ktt D/iuneea —A peditum, heard from one 
of the Thugs, while they are assembled in council. It is 
considered a dreadful omen, and involves the necessity 
of great sacrifices. 

Must Katee Kama, or Kate* mmt Kurna —To speak 
softly in whispers. 

Matungee —A lizard. Peculiar to Duckuu Thugs. 
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Motheea —A class of Thugs that, reside chiefly about 
Rangpore, Dinapore, Purnea, and derive their name, 
it is said, from their usage of giving their leaders a hand¬ 
ful ( Motheea ) out of every booty consisting of rupees or 
other money, as their share over and above what they 
receive in the general division. 

They have the same dialect as the other Thugs, and 
assume like them the disguises best suited to tiroes and 
circumstances ; but, like the Thugs of Behar and Bengal 
generally, they have their Beles or places of murder, and 
Thapas or resting place, chiefly on the banks of large 
rivers or running streams, into which they can throw the 
bodies of their victims. They are almost all of the 
meaner cast or Tantooas. 

Mat,haphw« <rThe approach 
of the ass braying from the front upon the gang. It indi¬ 
cates that the gang will have their heads broken, if they 
rest at the place they had intended to halt at: they must 
go to some other. 

Mahasulee —Call of the single jackal which people call 
the Faoo. Term among Bttckun Thugs for what the Hin- 
dostan Thugs call the Shake or Baroh.ee. Bhaloo is said 
to be a term used for this call among all people in the 
Dockun, Thugs or not Thugs. It is always a bad omen 
among Duckun Thugs. Among Hindustan Thugs it is 
subject to the ordinary rules. 

Notv _The weeping of a woman. Term peculiar to 

Duckun Thugs. 

Nudh— A Village. 

Napa kur dena —To exclude from association with 
Thugs. Term peculiar to Duckun Thugs ; and among 
them peculiar to exclusion for the murder of a Sweeper, 
Cbumar. Teylee, Dhobee. Sonar, Dancing Girl, Bhart, 
Nauukpnntee, Jattaduree, Bunjara, Hatheewan (Ele- 
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pbanf driver). For the murder of any one of these 
classes, knowing him to be such, the Thug is turned out 
of cast, and never admitted hack to their society. 

j Naga Liigna~~* The occurrence of this crime, the most 
dreadful of all crimes in the estimation of a Buckun Thug! 

Nughoo —A body of soldiers. 

Nakkna—Au affix signifying Kurna, to do, in general 
use it is said with the Punjab, Multan and Kanthur Thugs. 

Nakee or Nukaree —'Sneezing. This is a bad omen on 
setting out on an expedition, or on leaving any stage ; 
and requires expiatory sacrifices. If they have travellers 
with them when they hear this omen, they must let them 
all escape, as they dare not put them to death ; all Hin¬ 
doos have the same dread of this omen on setting out on 
an expeditiou , auJ. co Uavo Mlahomnved‘>«* in spite 
of their creed. 

Nemee or Nemee Khan —A call to signify speak or 
walk slowly and softly. 

Neeamut —A traveller in the hands of Thugs: same 
as Bunj . 

Neera — W a ter. 

Narealr— The head. Term confined to the Duckrm 
Thugs. 

JSaria —Any soldier or police man. Term peculiar to 
Dackun Thugs, 

Nowvreea— A tyro or new Thug while on big first 
expedition. I he 1 hugs of the Jumaldehee and Lodaha 
dans always make the Nawureea kick the body. of the 
first person they murder on the expedition five times on 
the back, thinking that it will bring them good luck. 
The Moteeas do the same. 

Nureebnr Unsafe or disturbed, in contradiction to 
Bajeed or safe and undisturbed, i.e. the scene appointed 
for murder. 
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Nissctr -—Free from danger ; any place where the Thugs 
intend to murder, divide property or lodge, in contradis¬ 
tinction to Tikkur, dangerous —Kaul Nissar, a safe 
village. Kaul Tikkur, unsafe village, 

■ m zam Oddeen Onleea —A saint of the Sonnee sect of 
Mahoramuduns, said to have been a Thug of great note 
at some period of his life, and his tomb near Delhie is to 
this day visited as a place of pilgrimage by Thugs, who 
make votive offerings to it. Me is said to have been of 
the Ttnrsnte class, born in the month of Suffer Hidgcree,— 
March A. 1). 128t>, died Rabee Olowul 725, October 
A. D. 1325. His tomb is visited by Mahoiiimudun pilgrims 
from all parts as a place of great sanctity from contain¬ 
ing the remains of so holy a man ; but the Thugs, both 
Hindoo and Mahomrnudim, visit it as containing the 
remains of the most celebrated Thug of his day. lie 

’"* 8 °f the Sonnee sect, and those of the Sbeenh sect not* 
no dimcr. (£y in |, e i ieving that he wag o Wo . uut til0S ® 
of his own sect will n it. There are perhaps 

no sufficient grounds to pronounce him one of the frater¬ 
nity ; but there are perhaps some to suspect that he was 
so at some period of bis life. The Thugs say he gave it 
up early in life, but kept others employed in it till late, 
and derived an income from it; and the “ Dustnl Ghyb 
or supernatural purse, with which he was supposed to be 
endowed, gives a colour to this. His lavish expenditure 
so much beyond his ostensible means, gave rise to the 
belief that he was supplied from above with money. 

Oifalnn -To set out. A term peculiar to Duckun Thugs, 

O'jffur Jana■ —To escape, fly from danger. Same as 
Jhur/uitu . 

Oogmd —Old clothes, term peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 

Ogttera- A servant of a Thug or other man of rank. 
Term confined to the Duckun Thugs. 


Oondana~~To eat. Term peculiar to Duekun Thugs. 

Oorut patorm— The chattering of the small owl when 

thing. See Putoree. 

Oorutkawree —The “ crepitus ventris heard irom a 
Thug when on the road. They either change the road or 
avert the omen hy a sacrifice. They collect and burn a 
pile of caw-dung, and each member of the gang throws 
one of the burning embers at the offending party who 
runs the gauntlet among them It any 1 hug is heard to 
break wind while they are at their phur, or resting: place, 
dividing the booty, it is called “ Phur ha Dhumea, and 
considered a very bad omen. They remove the offender 
from among them, and kindle a tire upon the place where 
he sat, and quench it with water, saying. ** As the signs 
of the water disappear, so may the threatened evil pass 
ftwajv* Five blows of a shoe inflicted upon the head of 
the offending person mitigates the evil to be apprebendeo, 

but ---..ere »t altogether. It any ®» e ***** " hU 

between the point they — * <Vnm. and the brst resting 

place, it is considered an extremely bad omen. 

Ooharua —To strangle. 

Oonmla —A J.ovse: also a Shmnseea, or holder of hands. 
Term peculiar to P. <ckun Thugs. 

Pctoo —An acquaintance and accomplice of Thugs. 

Puchbheya —One of the sects of Thugs ; it is derived 
from the Bursote clan. 

Pucka kuma —To bury in a deep and secure grave. 

Puckjieyla —Paper in general—written upon or not. 

Peeacla byth lana —Same as poolakurna. 

Pyhee —Treasure in money. 

Pehloo or Pulloo —The handkerchief with which they 
strangle people—the roomal. 

Phoolhee —The time from sunrise till sunset. From 
sunrise till midday, Churtee Phoolhee. From midday 
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till sunset is the Otar lee Pkaolkee ; a bad omen during 
the first is much worse than the same daring the Churf.ee 

Fhoolkee. 

Paimee —A ring far the finger, nose, or ear. Term con¬ 
fined to the Dackun Thugs. 

Phool- —Parole or engagement to meet again at a cer¬ 
tain place when suddenly dispersed. 

Phooldena— To appoint the place of meeting --- 1 "Agra 
kee Phool deea. He appointed Agra as the place of ren¬ 
dezvous.” 

Pkoofa —The person who takes home money tor the 

subsistence of the families of Thugs. < 

Pilkaoo —The appearance or voice of the aotmals from 
which omens are tukeu, on the left. The reverse of the 
Thihaoo. If the Ptl/tao promises good according to their 
rates of augury, it is always the better from being follow¬ 
ed by the Thihaoo soon after. It it threatens evil, that 
evil is mitigated by the Thihaoo. 

Different casts and clans of Thugs have ia some few 
instances different rules for interpreting these sounds and 
appearances, and what is considered to threaten evil by 
some, is thought to promise good by others ; but on such 
occasions they all follow (he rules of the leader who opens 
the expedition, or leads the greatest number of Thugs 
associated together in ® n y expedition. 

The Pilkaoo, or omen on the left, must he observed first 
on opening an expedition, and it must be follow ed by the 
Thihaoo immediately after, or the expedition cannot he 
entered upon. It signifies that the Deity has taken the 
gang by the left arm, to lead them on; but she must give 
them the Thihaoo, to signify that she has taken them by 
the right arm also, or the party appointed to take the aus¬ 
pices returns home, and the gang waits till the omens are 
unexceptionable. 
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The Pilhaoo perceived on leaving any stage during 
the exp edition, or preparing to leave it, promises good. 
The Thitmoo threatens evil, and the gang halts. On 
reaching any stage, the Pilhaoo threatens evil, and they 
must move on without resting. The Thihaoo promises 
good, and they rest securely. 

There are some few exceptions to the general rule 
that, for th o-Pilhaoo, the omen mast be on the left. Some 
animals must be heard or seen ou the right to consti¬ 
tute the Pilhaoo , and vice versa, bat these are very few 
indeed. 

Po?a—-The sign made at a cross road to guide the 
members of the gang who are behind in the direction 
the others have taken. They draw their feet along 
the dost in the direction they have taken; and if their 
friends are to follow quickly, they leave the dust piled 
up at the end of the line where the foot stops, or make 
a hole in it with the heel. If the road affords no dust, 
they leave two stones piled one on the other in the line 
they have taken, and &t*o W a few leaves of trees along' 
the road. If their friends are to make haste, they leave 
a long line of leaves* They have other signs for the 
same purposes. 

Pofalurna —To make the signs. 

Puloee —A ring. 

Pulloo or Pehloo dena —To instal as a strangler, or 
invesf with the romal 

Panderpkulee —Pearls. Term peculiar to Duckim 
Thugs. 

Phankdena —To throw away any victim or other thing 
as worthless or unsuitable, as one or more of a party to 
be murdered, when they have more than they can manage, 
or be, she, or they are not suited for their purpose. 
Phamjola —Pearls, Among Dackun Thugs a cock. 
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Phangohe —Small gold coins. Among Ducknn Thugs 

alien, 

Phaukura —The call of the hare by night or day when 
the Thugs have travellers with them. It is a bad omen 
and the travellers must not be killed. 

Phanh —>Any useless thing not worth the keeping, but 
particularly a traveller without property. 

Puri goo —A river Thug of Bengal, who carries on his 
murders on board his boat, which he calls a A untee. 

Punpp.nra -Pearl. 

Parnakhna—T o strangle. Term peculiar, it is said, 
to the Thugs of Ojeyn and the West. 

Phoorkana —A horse. 

Phoorkanee ■—A mare. 

Phur—Any place where they murder their victims or 
divide their booty. 

Phurka Dhmteeu —A “ crepitus ventris,” heard from 
any one one while they are sitting down and dividing 
their booty : a very bad omen. See Oorut Kawree. 

Phur jiiarna —To clean the place of murder. After a 
murder has taken place at night, some members of the 
gang are left behind to remove any signs that may be 
seen when day appears. 

Phitrikttrowa —The man who is left behind for that 
purpose. 

PJmruck dena— To wave any cloth to warn associates 
of danger. 

Pur la puma— To be recognized, viz. any article taken 
from a murdered person. 

Phomrna— To fly or escape. Term peculiar to 
Ducktttt Thugs. 

Pusur —The direction or scene appointed for an expe¬ 
dition. Khous, the time of return. 

Phutakee —A gun. 


( I2<* ) 


Phuikee —A shield. ,• 

Polar a —A horse. Pofurce —A mare. 

Pool nr ant —A man on horse back. 

pooturaet-Bhurtole —The man who strangles hiru. 

Pootaraetee —The strangling a man so palled off his 
horse. 

Potnee (Dhotee J--A waist band. Term peculiar to 
Koeleea Thugs, or Thugs of and from the district ot 
Koel. 

Putlee ho jana —To disperse or divide into small par¬ 
ties when it is dangerous to remain assembled. 

Putunee —A sneeze. 

Puthoree or Kosut —The loud and continued chirping 
or calling of the small owl. If made by the bird while 
sitting, it promises good. If while flying, it threatens evil. 
The chatter or call when sitting is interpreted according 
to the rales of the Thihaoo or Pilaoo. 

Puteear —The call of the partridge. If beard while 
the Thugs are travelling, the call on the left promises 
good, and on the right threatens slight evil. If they are 
halting at the time, the call on the right is good, that on 
the left bad. 

Putoree —The small owl. 

Qtilundera— One. of the sects of Moltaoee Thugs, who 
travel with bears and monkeys. 

Rooh —An affix to the number of persons killed in any 
affair ; a single person killed in an Eeloo, when two per¬ 
sons are killed, the affair is a Bhitree, three Singhore, 
four Behra, five Puchrooh, six Chehrooh. and so on. 

Raba —Any trick of Thugs. 

Richee —Behind. Peculiar to a few classes, and 
obsolete. 

Rugon —An omen good or bad. 

Rugnoulee —Taking the auspices. 
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Even the most sensible approvers who have been with 
me for many years, as well Musulmans as Hindoos, 
believe that their good or ill success always depended 
upon the skill with which the omens were discovered 
and interpreted, and the strictness with which they were 
observed and obeyed. One of the old Sindouse stock 
told me yesterday (May 30th, 1835) in presence of 
twelve others from Hydrahad, Behar, the Dooab, Oude, 
Raj poo tan a, and Ruudelcund, assembled for the purpose 
of revising this vocabulary, that had they not attended to 
these omens they could never had thrived as they did, and 
that in ordinary cases of murder a man seldom escaped 
after one of them, while they and their families had for 
ten generations thrived, though they had murdered hun¬ 
dreds of people. “This,” said he, “ could never have been 
the case, had we not attended to omens, and had not omens 
been intended for us. There were always signs around 
ns to guide us to rich booty and warn us of danger, had 
we been always wise enough to discern them and religi¬ 
ons enough to attend to them.” Every Thng present 
concurred with him from his soul. 

Raja —Term, among Duckun Thugs for Makes or 
T/iakur —the loud full call of the large owl. Jmu/jbre 
Raja — Two large owls responding to each other ; at all 
times and in ail situations a bad omen. 

Raookar — Sahookar, a banker. 

Roukee —A police choukedar or guard— Roukeea, a 
police man. 

Rukui Beej* Dana ■—The Thugs have a tradition that 
a demon by name Rukui Beej Dana infested the world 

* Rukut , blood, ani Beej , seed. All Hindoos believe in this demon 
having been destroyed by the consort of Mukadeo in the form of tiake, 
but those who are not Thugs suppose that when she found every 
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and devoured mankind as often as they -were born or 
created ; and to enable the world to be peopled Kalee 
Davey determined to put him to death. This demon they 
say was so tall that the deepest ocean never reached 
above his waist.; and he could, consequently walk over 
the world at his ease. Kalee. Davey attacked him, and 
cnt him down : but from every drop of his blood another 
demon arose, and as she cut them down, from every drop 
of their blood another demon sprung up, and the num¬ 
bers increased at this geometrical rate, while she became 
fatigued with the labour. On this she formed two men 
from the sweat brushed off from one of her anas ; and 
giving them each a handkerchief, told them to put all 
these demons to death, without allowing one drop of their 
blood to fall upon the ground. 

After their labour was o\eti, they offered to return to 
the Goddess the handkerchiefs with which they had doue 
their work, but she desired them to keep them as the 
instruments of a trade by which their posterity were 
to earn their subsistence and to strangle men with 
these roomals, as they had strangled the demons, and 
live by the plunder they acquired ; and having been the 
means of enabling the world to get provided with men by 
the destruction of the demons, their posterity would be 
entitled to take a few for their own use The roomal they 
call the “ Goputban," and the Goddess told them that 
they should leave the bodies of their victims on the ground 
and she would take care that Urey should be removed, 
provided they would never look behind them to see in 
what manner, and that if they observed this and ail the 

drop of blood, as it reached t!ie ground prodnciott another demon to 
wage war with her, she licked them all off with her enormous toe-rue as 
she cut off their heads. 
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other rules she prescribed for them, no power or, earth 
should punish them for what they did. 

These creations from the sweat of Bfiowanee’s arm are 
not supposed to have themselves used the roonials, but to 
have bequeathed them with all their privileges to their 
children, who did not avail themselves of them for several 
generations. 

Raul— Duckun term for Rareyn, the clamourous call 
of many jackals. Among the Duckun Thugs this is always 
a good omen, whether by day or night, right or left. 
Rtmasee —The peculiar dialect of the Thugs. 
Rumujna— To recognize or detect. 

Rungwa —A Seepahee, so called from his red coat. 

Rum/eela—Vor&L 

Ruhna— A temporary grave. 

Raima kur dena—Ta bury bodies iu a temporary 
grave. 

Rooarun —Any call of the jackal. Term peculiar 
to Jumaldeh.ee, Lodaha and »*■"«* of 

Bt rl o’ nareyl—' The Sawa Mamoola, or water wag-tail. Its 
01IHm i, interpreted according to tho ordinary rules of the 

Thihaoo and Pilhaoo, _ 

Roapewmea- The call of tie bare at night on the left 

_-a goexi omen. 

Uaroi/n —The general clamour of a pack of jackals. 
Heard at night it 13 good on the left, and of little or no 
importance on the rigb*, ~*’P t 0,1 the ^ ^openiug the 
expedition. Heard then on the right, it threatens evil, 
and the expedition cannot be opened. *Jeard at any time 
in the day, from half an hour after sunrise to half an hour 
before sunset, it is a very bad omen. 

Rewaroa— Fine earth or sand from a grave, same as 

Hhusvia, 

K 
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Rate* bolee Teelura, Din ko holee, semr, Taj chufee. v.a 
deysra, nnheen puree achanuk Dhar —If the partridge 
call at night, or the jackal daring the day, quit that 
country, or yon will be seized. 

Seea —Gold. 

Shah Mahommud —Same as Lucheerum. Term used 
to signify that danger is near, 

Sodh —-Money or any property concealed, ov search 
made for it. 

Sodhna or Sodhlena —To endeavour to ascertain the 
extent of a traveller’s property. 

So/edee —Silver. 

Sheikh Jee. —Same as Shah Mahommud. 

Sikka* —The roomal, or handkerchief with which they 
strangle. 

Sewalee —A. fox. Term peculiar to Duckon Thugs. 

Samhhur —Xreas ur e. 

Shimtset'a —The person who holds the bands and feet of 
the person while tUy *** "Wot*- strangles him. 

Shumseeae —The office of the Stht*mseeas. 

Santh - A sword. 

Sancha —The graye. 

Singore or Sankhole- —A. party of three traveller*. 

Sireepotee —A sect of Thugs derived from th 0 Jihis 
clan. 

Siskar —A washerman. Term peculiar to Jupwhhhm, 
Lodaha, and Moteea Thugs. 

Soon—A Thug by birth who i,,. s roL yei Gained the 
rank of a btr angler. 

Sainee— Term used by Dnckun Thugs for Jhirnee , the 
signal for murder. 

* Siva ani his consort Parbuttee or Kalee are often represented with 
the Pasha i» one haud, which is a rope orrootual carried for the purpose 
of binding and strangling- offenders. 
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Sonoka —The first murder committed after opening the 
expedition. The person murdered most not be of the 
female sex, or a Brahman, a Kaet, religious mendicant, 
oilman, potter, carpenter, blacksmith, goldsmith, elephaut- 
driver, any person having a domestic animal with him, no 
one having gold conspicuous upon his person, no man 
carrying the bones of his parents to the holy river, nor 
musician, nor dancing master. 

Soonaree —A kite. Term peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 

Seypr -Any sleight or trick of a Tlmg made to deceive 
travellers, same as trwwoott, also the exleiror oi appear* 
aDce , when respectable, of a Thug or traveller. 

Soopureva. —A. class of Thugs that reside about Sooper 
in Soindhea’s territories. They adopted the trade, after 
some of the original cuiigmnto from llelhie through Agra 
had married into their families. They are called also 
Buncjureeas and Kohuvecas. 

Sirvm _A shopkeeper. Term peculiar to a few classes 

of Thugs in Behar and Bengal. 

Siharna —To count. 

Sirma —The head. 

g aur _Any man that escapes from the hands of the 

Thugs, when they attempt to strangle him. 

Snrbalund Khan—The name pronounced by the leader 
to direct the stranglers to be ready at their post to fall 
upon the victims, when the final signal or Jhirnee is given. 
It is also used to signify that some one approaches, or 
overhears, and that the Thugs must be on their guard. 
Dulur, Dulur Khan and Surmust Khan are used for the 
same purpose. 

Surdhuneea —A Dhotee or waist-band. 

SosaUadhna— To strangle a Sosal. 

Sosal Kurna— To wash or bathe ; also to bind up the 
booty when Bisul or scattered lor the purpose of divid- 
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tog It; also (o prepare a victim for being strangled, by 
persuading, him to uncover his bead or neck. 

Soosui—A person whose neck and head are uncovered 
and therefore convenient for being strangled; one who is 
strangled without any untoward circumstance of screams, 
blows, struggles, &c, ftc*; also a Thug after he has cleans¬ 
ed himself from stai ns of blood, or any signs of murder. 
Ia all these senses, and in everv other in which the term 
is technically used, it is supposed to BisuL 

Sooseeas —A class of Thugs of the Dhanuk, or lowest 
Hindoo caste, who call themselves Naeks, and TIwrie$ f 
and reside about Jypore, Kishengur, Onbeeara, Boondee 
Jondpore, Kbasnode, Shalipore, Itutlam, JFhubooa, Hun- 
disore, Tonk, and other parts of Malwa, and Rajpootarm. 
They have been increasing *** nau^cra for many gone ra¬ 
tions, though they are not considered very ancient ; and 
from their iow caste are looked down upon by ait the other 
classes of Thugs, who never eat with them, though often 
associated with them in their expeditions. They often 
dress themselves as merchants, and pretend to travel 
through the country on business in parties, in which their 
leaders figure as merchants of rank, and the rest as his 
followers and friends of different grades. The head man 
is often in a baekery or a palanquin, and the rest appear 
very assiduous and respectful in their attentions to him. 
Sometimes they are found as sipahees in search of 
service ; at others as treasure-bearers, or in whatever 
disguise seems best for the occasion and country in which 
they operate, most commonly Guzerat and Rajpooiana or 
Kandesh. They strangle and bury like the other Thugs, 
anil with but tew exceptions use the same dialect. 

Sath-zut— The seven original clans of Thugs who were 
aii Mahomedaus, and from them all others are supposed to 
be derived. I iiey are Bhym, Bursoth, Kachunee, Iluitar, 
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Qanoo, Tundit, Buhleem. The Thugs say that the Sath- 
sul, or seven clans, were all that were at Delhi© as Thugs; 
and that they derived their descent from seven brothers. 
This however is uot probable. Musalman Thugs all over 
India are very proud to trace their descent from one or 
other of these great stocks, and he who can do so is 
generally treated as a man of superior birth. 

Satha •—The first seven days of an expedition, during 
which the families of those engaged in one expedition 
admit no visits from the families of Thugs who are absent 
on another expedition, lest the travellers destined for the 
one should go over to the other gang; neither must 
they eat <any thing that has belonged to the families of 
such other Thugs. The Thugs engaged in the ex¬ 
pedition do not till the seventh day dress any food 
in ghee, nor eat any animal food but fish ; nor shave, 
nor allow their clothes to «>ached by a dhoby, nor 
indulge lu «uy sexunt intercourse, nor give in charity, 
not. even part of their food to a dog, cat or jackal. 
They mast not bathe nor eat any sugar, except what 
the leader brought with him on setting out. Formerly 
they never eat any salt or turmerick, but now they 
do. On the seventh day they have a good meal of which 
greens of some kind or other must be a component part. 
During the whole time the expedition lasts, if within 
one year, they take no milk, nor do they clean their 
teeth with a brush (misvxik.) 

If the Sonrka, or first murder, takes place within the 
seven days, or Satha, they consider themselves relieved 
by it from all these restraints. Formerly they never used 
to murder as the Smrka (or first victim) any Brahman, or 
Syad, or any very poor man, nor any man with gold upon 
him, nor any man who had a quadruped with him, nor a 
dhobee, oor a sweeper, nor a teylee (oil vender), nor a 
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bhaut (bard), nor a feaet (a writer), nor a blind man, nor 
maimed persons, nor a leper, nor a dancing woman, nor a 
pilgrim or devotee. Some classes and individuals neglect 
these rules and the misfortunes which have fallen upon 
Thugs lately are attributed principally to this cause. 

Setna —To snore when sleeping, or when being 
strangled. 

Seet,h —The slight chirp of the small owl three or four 
times only repeated. This is a very bad omen while ihe 
bird is sitting, and still worse when flying. 

Santa —A. bracelet—confined to the JDuckun Thugs. 

* Siharna —To count. 

Sit kali —Gold coins. Term peculiar to Duekrtn Thugs. 

jSituk—^ Gold. Term peculiar to Duckun Thugs. 

SotIia — The person employed to inveigle travellers: 
always the most eloquent and persuasive man they 
can find. 

So than —Ti«o office of inveigtci. 

Soot tee .—Twenty rupees, 

Sathote— Same as Bkurtote —a strangler. 

Snlhna— A Musalman. 

Suthftm dalnn —To kill with a sword. 

Sutheeana —The same. 

Syt —Term used by the Berar Thugs, for phnol or 
parole of rendezvous. Other Thugs of the south call 
it maulee . 

Taw —A gang or party of either travellers or 
Thugs. 

Taw must Ck&wkaw —Keep out of sight, conceal the 
gang from view. 

Tubae dalna—To kill. Tohae jana, to be killed. 

Thihana or T/ubae dam -—To cause travellers to sit 
dowu on some pretence or other, that stranglers may con¬ 
veniently do their work of murder. 


Thihaoo-—i The auspice or omen on the right, hand. Tn 
opening an expedition the omen mast be seen or heard 
first on the left, Pilhaoo ; and be soon followed by one 
on the right. They will not open their expedition if the 
omen is first observed on the right, nor when observed 
on the left unless followed on the right. 

Tliibna —To sit down or rest, as a traveller. 

Tnbae dalna —To strangle. A term peculiar to some 
classes of Thugs. 

’Tubae Nukhna —The same. 

Tighnnee —The eye. 

Tiyhunee kurna —To search. 

Toy rue —The turban. Term confined chiefly to Berar 
and some other Duckun Thugs. 

Taitjna —To eat. 

Thakur —The loud full call of the large owl, said to be 
like the word, “ ghan yl ioo.” This they interpret ac¬ 
cording to the ordinary rules of the Thihaoo and Pifaoo. 
See also Goryoreea and Kurra. Duckun Thugs call it 
Mahee or Raja Teekula. 

Teekula— Any suspicious thingtaken from a murdered 
person, which it is dangerous for a Thug to carry. 

Teekula puma —To be recognized, as any thing taken 
from a murdered person and found upon a Thug. Pecu¬ 
liar to Duckun Thugs; same as Purta puma aaiong 
other Thugs. 

Thokee kurna —To spit. When the leader of the 
gang for the time being wishes every man to be at his 
post ready to perform the office assigned to him, he gives 
the Khokhee, which is hawking aloud or casting up the 
phlegm preparatory to spitting. When they are all ready, 
he gives the Jhirnee, or signal to set to, if all is cle>* • 
If he sees cause to suspend operations, he gives ^ ie 
Thokee, that is, spits out the phlegm; when all retire 
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again. Commonly it is the signal for the stranglers to 

take post near their respective victims, but sometimes 
it is used on other occasions. 

Tiihur— Dangerous to Thugs, either a place or person. 

Taokna —To die. 

Took jana —To die. 

Tukrar —Search made by villagers or others after 
Thugs or their proceedings. 

Tail —A company or individual who has escaped by 
being left behind out of a party of travellers murdered. 
Same as Adhorsea. 

Teel .—A person fouau ^otclung or dodging the Thugs. 

Thola —A Thana or police guard. Term peculiar to 
the Koeleea and Dooab Thugs. 

4 , 

Tilha —4 spy or scout. 

Tilhae —The office of scout. 

Taoluk ruhna —To sleep, or Touluknu. 

Thumonet—rBnbery. Thumome dena —To bribe. 

Tombako kha la , or pee la —Eat or smoke your tobacco, 
technically " strangle” ; one of the signals for murder. 

Tome —Any thiug particularly good or valuable in the 
spoil; a thing which the gang thinks worthy of being 
preserved for the head man of their village, or any great 
patron as a preseat. 

Townaree—Pret&nce, or trick to beguile travellers* 

Tanked dena— To rouse travellers from tbeir sleep. 

Thenaa —A sword* Term peculiar to the Teliogaoa 

or Duekmi Thugs. 

Tmncoa~~ A. boy. 

Tinna —The same. 

Ionga —An Anghurka or vest. A term peculiar to the 

^ ‘Ugs of the Dooab. 

i'nkal —A party of travellers larger than the Thugs 

can imriBgc to destroy. 


Tom —A Thug’s trick, pretext or deceit. 

Tohgur —Any Marhatta man. Term peculiar to the 

Daekun Thugs. , 

Tundal —One of the seven original clans of Thugs. They 
and the Bahleems went direct from T>elide, after tlrcir 
expulsion, to Multan and the Ducknn, and did not rest at 
Agra. None of these clans are to be found in the JDooao 
or Bundelcund. 

Tupimnee—A sacrifice of goor to Bhowanee. This 
sacrifice is offered at the first convenient place after every 
murder. One rupee and four annas worth of goor, oi 
coarse sugar, is purchased, and put upon a blanket or 
sheet spread upon the cleanest place they can select., Near 
the pile of sugar and on the blanket they place the conse¬ 
crated pick-axe, and a piece of silver, as a “ Roop 
Pursuit,” or sil ver offering. The most esteemed^ 
of the gang who is supposed to be most 
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r o idess and best acquainted with tilelawdea of propmaM 
-A ’is placed on the blanket, with his face to the* 
west. As many noted stranglers as it car. conveniently, 
contain, sit on each side of this leader, with their faces in 
the same direction. They must be, including' the leader, 
aa even number. The rest of the gang sit outside the 
blanket. The leader now makes a hole in the ground, 
and having pat into it a little of the goor, he lifts his 
dasped hands and eyes towards heaven, and with bis mind 
fixed upon the Goddess/he says, “ Great Goddess! as 
« you vouchsafed one lack and sixty-two thousand rupees 
« to Joora Naig, and Koduk Bunwaree in their need, so 
« we pray thee, fulfill our desires.” In this P lr, d cr al * 
the Thugs fervently join, repeating the words after the 
leader. He then sprinkles some water over the pit and 
pick-axe; and places a little goor upon the extended 
hands of every Thug seated upon the blanket with mm. 



One of the ^ang now gives the Jhinise, or signal for 
strangling, in the same manner as if they were going- to 
commit murder, and the Thugs upon the carpet eat their 
goor in solemn silence. Not a word is spoken till they 
have eaten the whole, and drunk some water. The pile 
of goo r is now distributed, as consecrated food to (he 
whole of the gang entitled from their *-ank to partake ot 
it. They eat it all with silent reverence, so that no part 
may fall to the ground, and if any fall, it is put into the pit 
that it may not be soiled by the foot of any one. The 
silver is then given back to the person who lent it tor the 
purpose. 

No one but a man who has strangled with his own 
bauds, and is at the same time a free man, is suffered to 
partake of the goor thus consecrated. For those who 
hay*. r.,, t yet strangled a victim, or are not free men, sugar 
is set apart iron, jj iP ,)j( e before consecration, and they 
eat it at the »nmo time as the others on the signal given. 
If any thing improper, or indecorous in language, ««-in ner> 
cr conduct, takes place during this ceremony, they consi¬ 
der it an evident sign of the displeasure of the deity, and 
despair of further success during the expedition. 

If any particle of the consecrated goor should be left 
on the ground, and eaten by a dog of any other animal, 
they would, they believe, suffer under the displeasure of 
the deity for years. If any other human being should, 
taste the goor, they are persuaded that he would imme¬ 
diately take to the trade of Thuggee, and never be able to 
leave it off whatever may have been his rank or condition in 
life. If they have any young disciple about whose advance¬ 
ment they are very solicitous, they try to get for him a 
little of the consecrated goor, assured that he would 
advance rapidly in his profession after eating it. See 
Joora Naig, and Koduk Buuwafee, 
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Tippanu —To watch, observe. 

Tiparna -—To search or scrutinize, or arrest. 

Thapteea —A potter. Peculiar to Dnckun Thugs, 

Tavp —Bread. Terra peculiar to Bnckun Thugs. 

Teep —A fire kindled among Thugs for evil purpose’s— 
imp kurnd to murder, divide booty, bury, or cover up the 
grave. They use this terra whenever they require to 
mention fire before those who are likely to hear, but ought 
not to understand them commonly. 

Thap —The place of parent where the Thugs 

spend the night. commonly outside a village. 

—The same. 

1 hapu- .v .;iti au.voQr ti, e jjehar and Bengal Thugs, 
from its banks being their general noting- place. 

Topic a —Cloth of any kind. 

Tupponec kurna .—Performing the ceremony of Tupanee. 

Tup jana —To quit the road on which they are moving 
and take another direction. 



Tuppul, or Tuppowal, or Tupole —The bye-n»!fc or Pup- 
dundep, into which Thugs cue travellers from the high 
road in order to wnior without danger. 

Tareea — A gold inohur. 

Tawree— Bread. 

* M.ndtVl Occulta? M. — 

TirP ea ^ 8° Thug's are called Thones by 

Tharee —The Soosee* lhu S s are caUea ~ hones 

other classes of Tb’»*' 

Tirheea-A *•* or kn!l P sack ' 

Tcn,a i- A g» ld I “» l,ur - 

To-jnee—Thug, thief, or robber of any kind. 

Tortuiikur —A searching after, seizing, or molesting 


Thugs, 

fas _The neel hunt, or bine jay. If they see it to the 

ri"-ht, or crossing from the left to right, it promises good. 
If to the left, or crossing from the right to left, it promises 





no good, but threatens 
nothing. Tws, as 
Thugs. 

Wah um a —To sfrai 
Walg ee~~~D uc k u a 
wolf or wolves 
they cross from 
ered a very bad om 
t advance. 





Substance of Conversations held by Captain She-* 
man, with different Thug Approvers, while 
preparing the Vocabulary . 


Q.—-Do you ever recollect any misfortune arising - from 
going on when a hare crossed the road before you ? \ 

Nffitr, of Sinanapore. —Yes; when General Doveton 
commanded the troops at Jhalna we were advancing 
towards his Camp; a hare crossed the road ; we disre¬ 
garded the omen, though the hare actually screamed in 
crossing, and went on. The very ner^t day f^;w|th'seven- 
teen-d^h#-gang, were seized ; and it was with great diffi* 
cutty and= delay that we got our release. We had killed 
some people belonging to the troops, but fortunately none 
of their properly was found upon us. 

Q ,—And you think these signs are all mandates from 
thedeity, and if properly attended to, no harm can befall 
yon t 

Nasir. —Certainly; no one doubts it; ask any body. 
How could Thugs have otherwise prospered 1 H&ve they 
not every where been protected as long as they have 
attended religiously to their rules ’ 

Q, —But if there was such a deity as Bhovianee, and 
and she were your patroness, how could she allow me and 
others to seize and punish so many Thugs ? 

Nasir ,—I have a hundred times heard my father and 
other old and wise men say, when we had killed a sweeper j 
and otherwise infringed their rules, that we should be some 
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dav - punished for U; that the European rulers would he 
■ made the instruments to chastise us for our disregard of 
omens, and neglect oftbe rules laid down for our guidance. 

Q, _4nci vou really believe that Bkowauce sends these 

signs to war n you of danger, and guide you to your booty ? 

Nash'. —Can we—can any body doubt it l Did she not in 
former days when our ancestors attended to rules, bury 
the bodies for us, and save 03 the trouble ;and ..remove 
every sigju by which we could be traced i 

Q .—You have heard this from your fathers, who beard 
it from their fathers ; but none of you have ever seen it, 
aor is ifc iro i l 

Nai jfr.—Ills true, quite true; and though we have no 
seen this, we have all of ns seer, the sacred pickaxe spring 
ife the morning from the well into which it had been throws 
over fiight,'aiid come to the hands of the man who carried 
it at his call- nay we have seen the pickaxe?; of differ¬ 
ent gangs all come tp of themselves from tb.& sains well 
at the same time, and go to their several bearvrtv, ( 
Q .~Yes ; and you ha ve- all seen the common jugglers, 
by sleights of band, appear to turn pigeons into sorpbnts, 
and serpents into rabbits, but all know that they 
their skill, and not by the aid of any goddess. The mm 
who carries your pickaxe is selects ;s skill, and 

gains extra erooluMVci v ‘« and distinction; and no fca'ot 
can, m the same manner, make it appear that the axe 
comes out of itself when he draws it out by his sleight 
of hand. 

Nasir.~~ With great energy—“ What! shall not a hun¬ 
dred generations of Thugs be able to distinguish the tricks 
. of man from the miracles of God ? Is there not the dif¬ 
ference of heaven and earth between them ? Is not one 
a mere trick, and the other a miracle, witnessed by 
hundreds assembled at the same time V\ 


( 143 ) 

Q .—Sahib Khan, you are more sober than Nasir, have 
you ever seen it ? 

Sahib Khan.— On one expedition only. 

Q .—Who were the pickaxe bearers ? 

Sahib. —They were Imam Khan and his brother. 

Q .—From what country ? 

Sahib. —From Arcot. I was obliged to fly from Telin- 
gana when Major Parker and Captain Sheriff made their 
inroad upon us (Gurdee) and I went and joined the A rcot 
twangs. During a whole expedition that I made with 
them, Imam Khan and his brother carried the pickaxe, 
and 1 heard them repeatedly in the morning call them 
bom the well into which they had thrown them over night, 
and saw the pickaxes come of themselves from the well, 
and fall into their aprons, which they held open thus:— 
Here he described the mode. 

Q' _And you never saw any of your own gaugs do 

this ? . 

Sahib .— Never; I have Thugged for twenty years and 
rsever saw it. 

Q _Haw do you account for this ? 

Sahib. _Merely by supposing that they attend more to 

omens and regulations than we do. Among ns it is a 
rule never to kill women ; but if a rich old woman is 
found, (he gang sometimes gets a man to strangle her 
by giving him an extra share of the booty, and inducing 
him" to take the responsibility upon himself. We have 
sometimes killed other prohibited people, particularly those 
of low cast, whom we ought not even to have touched. 

q. _Yon are from the Delhi clans 1 

Sahib. _Yes, 1 am of the Bursote clan, and my family# 

went to the Dunkuu, three generations ago. 

Q _Do you think the Arcot and Carnatic gangs are 

also from the Delhi claus ! 
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Sahib.—"We suppose that all Thugs originated by des¬ 
cent or initiation from the Delhi clans: bat I think we are 
wron«\ I became intimate with the A root .gangs; and some 
of them, about seven years ago, after my return, came and 
settled in Telingana, between Hydrabad and Masuii- 
patain, where they still carry on their trade ot Thuggee; 
but they will never intermarry with our families-- -saying 
that we once drove bullocks and wen-: itinerant tradesmen, 
and consequently of lower cast. They trace back the trade 
of Thuggee in their families to more generations than we 
can, and they are more skilful and observant of rules and 
omens than we are; and I, therefore, think that they are 
neither descended from the Delhi stock, nor were ever 
disciples of theirs, 

Q .—Do you tbiok there is any truth in their assertion 
that your ancestors drove bullocks ? 

Sahib .-—I think there is. We have some usages and 
traditions that seem to imply that our ancestors kept 
bullocks, and traded ; but how f know' not. 

Here a Brahman Thug, of one of the most ancient Thug 
families, interposed, and declared that hehad seen the fune¬ 
ral rites of Musuhnan Thugs, and that the women who 
brought the water there chanted all the occupations of the 
ancestors of the deceased, which demonstrated that they 
were originally descended from gangs of wandering 
Kkurgurs, or vagrant Musulmans, who followed armies and 
lived in the suburbs of cities, and in the wild wastes, 
aad that their pretensions to higher descent was all non¬ 
sense. Several Musulman Thugs protested sturdily 
against this, but the arguments were too strong against 
them, and after a time the dialogue was resumed. 

Q. —What do you think, Sahib Khan, am l right in 
thinking that we shall suppress Thuggee, or is Nasir 
right in thinking we shali not ? 
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Sahib. —There bavebeen several gnrdies (inroads,) upon 
Thuggee, but they have ended in nothing but the punish¬ 
ment of a few; and, as Nasir says, we have heard our 
fathers and sages predict these things as punishments for 
our transgression of prescribed rules ; but none of them 
ever said that Thuggee would be done away with. This 
seems a greater and more general gurdie than any, and 
I know not what to think. 

Q .—But tell me freely; do yon think we shall annihi¬ 
late it ? 

Sahib. —How can the hand of man do away with the 
works of God. 

Q .—You are a Musu! man i 

Sahib. —Yes, and the greater part of the Thugs of the 
south are Musulmans. 

Q —Aud you still marry ; inherit; pray; eatanddriuk 
according to the Koran; and your paradise is to be the 
paradise promised by Mahommud ? 

Sahib. —Yes, all, all. 

q _Has Bhowanee been any where named in the Koran ? 

Sahib. —No where. 

Here a M'usutmaa Thug from Hindustan interposed, 
and said, he thought Bhowanee. and Fatima, the daughter 
of Mahommud, and wife of Alee, were one and the same 
person ; and that it was Fatima who invented the use of 
the roomal to strangle the great demon Rukut-beej-dana ; 
which led to a discussion between him and some of my 
Mmsulman native officers, who did not like to find the 
amiable Fatima made a goddess of Thuggee—An “ Iphi- 
genia in Tauris.” The Thug was a sturdy wrangler, 
and in the estimation of his associate Thugs had, 1 think, 
the best of the argument. 

Q. —Then has Bhowanee any thing to do with your 
paradise ? 

T 
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Sahib.— Nothing. 

Q' _SJ ie has no influence upon your future state! 

Sahib.— None. iyflflfwt ■ 

Q^—Does Mahommud, your prophet, any where sanc¬ 
tion crimes like yours ; tire murder in cold blood of your 
fellow creatures for the sake of their money ! 

Sahib. —No. 

Q ,—Does he not say that such crimes will he punished 
by God in the next, world ! 

Sahib. —A es. 

Q.—Then do you never feel any dread of punishment 
hereafter ? 

SaJith, —Never; we never murder unless the omens are 
favorable ; and we consider favorable omens as the man¬ 
dates of the deity. 

Q .—What deity ? 

Sahib. — Bhoix'anee. 

Q .—Cut Bhawan.ee t you say, has no influence upon 
the welfare, or otherwise, of your soul hereafter ! 

Sahib. —None, we believe ; but she influences oar fates 
in this world, and what she orders in this world, we 
bedieve, that God will not punish in the next. 

Q .—And you believe that if you were to murder with¬ 
out the observance of the omens and regulations, you 
would be punished both in this world and the next like 
other men 1 

Sahib. —Certainly ; no man’s family ever survives a mur¬ 
der : it becomes extinct. A Thug who murders in this way 
loses the children be has, and is never blessed with more. 

&•—In the same manner as if a Thug had murdered 
a Thug? 

Sahib. —Precisely ; he cannot escape punishment. 

Q.—^And when you observe the omens and rules, you 
neither feel a dread of punishment here nor hereafter ? 
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Sahib.— Never. 

Q—And do you never feel sympathy for the persons 
murdered—never pity or compunction '! 

Sahib.' —Never. 

Q.-—How can you murder old men and young children 
without some emotions of pity—calmly and deliberately 
as they sit with yon and converse with you,—and tell you 
of their private affairs,—of their hopes and fears,—and 
of the wives and children, they are going to meet after 
years of absence, toil and suffering 

J .—From the time that the omens have been favorable, 
we consider them as victims thrown into our hands by 
the deity to be killed ; and that we are the mere instru¬ 
ment in her hands to destroy them : that if v r e do not 
kill them, she will never be again propitious to us, and. 
we arid our families will be involved in misery aid want. 

Q.—And you can sleep as soundly by the bodies or 
over the graves ot those you have murdered, and eat your 
meals with as much appetite as ever ? 

Sam.- Just the saw- *’ w a “ d cat J ast the 

,amo are rf«i<l «">•*"* d,SC “' ered ' 

q _ x Yud *vbeu you see or hear a bad oiu^. y OU think 

it is the order of the deity not to kill the traveller you 

have with you or are in pursuit of ? 

Sahib, _Yes; it is the order not to kill them, and we 

dare not disobey. 

Q.—I)o your wives never reproach yon with your deeds t 
Sahib.— In the South we never teli our wives what we 
do lest they should disclose our secrets. 

Q.—And if you told them would they not reproach you? 
Sahib.-— Some would, and some, like those of other 
Thugs who do tell them, would quietly acquiesce. 

q _And be as affectionate and dutiful as the wives of 

other men ? 


Sahib.—' The fidelity of the wives of Thugs is pro¬ 
verbial throughout India. 

QThat is among Thugs ? 

Sakih.-** Yes, 

Q,—And the fear of the roomai ( Pehtoo) operates a 
little to produce this? 

Sahib. --Perhaps a little, but there have been very tew 
instances of women killed for infidelity among us. ■ 

Q _And your children too reverence their fbug 

fathers like other sons, even after they have become 

acquainted with their trade ? 

Sahib .—The same : we love them and they love us the 

$amt. ' ' \« ; • ' ' r" '. 

Q.r-*A\ what age do von initiate them ? 

Sahib ,—I was initiated by mv lather when I was 
only thirteen years of age. 

Q .—Have you any rule as to the age ? 

SaAiA—None; a father is sometimes avaricious, and 
takes his son out very young, merely to get his share ot 

tbe booty ; f»- j -o~- W «ets as. much in his share 

as the oldest man: but. generally a fatbt, i* an xious to 
have his so« ta l ^ e raDk of the Burkas as soon as possi- 
^ . i.o does not like to have him considered a Kuboola 
alter he has attained the age of puberty. 

Q, _How soon do you let them see your operations ? 

SaMb. —The first expedition they neither see nor hear 
any thing of murder. They know not our trade, they get 
presents, purchased out of their share, and become fond 
of the wanderiDg life, a3 they are always mounted open 
ponies. Before the end of the journey they know that we 
rob. The next expedition they suspect that we commit 
murder, and some of them even know it; and in the third 
expedition they see all. 

Q,—.00 they not become frightened ? • 
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Sahib .—Not after the second or third expedition. 

Ferinyeea ,—About twelve years ago my c-main Amau 
Subahdar took out with ns roy cousin Kurhora, bvother 
of Omrow approver, a lad of fourteen, for the first time. 
He was mounted upon a pretty pony, and Hursooka, an 
adopted soa of Aman’s was appointed to take charge of 
the boy. 

W e fell in with five S»khs, and when we set out before 
daylight in the morning, llursooka, who had been already 
on three expeditions, was ordered to take the bridle and 
keep the boy in the rear out of sight and hearing. The 
boy became alarmed, and impatient, got away from Mur- 
sooka, and galloped up at the instant the ° r 

signal for murder was given. He heard the screams of 
the men, and s«w all strangled. He was seised with 
a trembling-, and fell from his pony ; he became immediate¬ 
ly delirious, was dreadfully alarmed at the sight of the 
turbans of the murdered men, and when any one touched 
or spoke to him, talked about the murders and screamed 
exactly like a hoy talks in his sleep, and trembled violently 
if any one spoke to him or touched him. We coulu not get 
him on, and after burying the bodies, Aman and I, and a 
few ethers, sat by Mu. "bile the gang went on : we were 
very fond of him, ancl tried ail wtnetwM to tranquilize hin», 
but be never recovered bis senses, and before evening he 
died. I have seen many .instances of feelings greatly 
shocked at the sight of the first murder, but never one so 
strong as this. Kurhora was a very fine hoy, and Hur- 
sooka took his death much to heart, aod turned Byragee; 
he is now at some temple on the bank of the A ur bud da 
river. 

^„-\y as not Jhurboo, who was taken with your gang 
after the Bhilsa murders, and bang at Jabulpore, a 
brother of his ? 
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Feringcm .'—Y es, poor Jburhoo! yen ought not to have 
ban: -him; be. never strangled or assisted in strangling any 
man ! ! Here the tears ran down over Feringeea’s face. 
Strange as it may seem, I have never heard hint speak of 
bis roung cousin Jhnrhoo’s fate without weeping, and yet 
all the males of his fanriiy have been Thugs for ten 
generations. Another brother of this Jhurhoo, is a very 
noted Thug leader, still at large—Phoolsa. 

Q.—Do you in the Dackun send any offerings to the 
Brahmans of the temple of Davey ? 

Ferirtgem. —Never; we neither make offerings to her 
temples, nor do we ever consult any of her priests or those 
of other temples. Our sages alone are consulted, and 
they consult omens alone as their guides. 

G,-—Have they any 'Vising**, fon smgury ? 

Fer'tngeea. —None; they never consult books; they 
learn ail from tradition and experience. 

Q.— Bat you worship at limey's temples ? 

Ferinyeea. —Yes, of course, all men worship at her 
temple. 

Q .—No.—We Sahib loge never do. 

Ferinyeea. —I mean all Hindoos and Musulmans. Here 
my Mahommudun officers again jute.posed, and declared 
that they never did. U*»t it was only the very lowest 
order of Muaulmans that did. But, unfortunately, these 
keen observers of passing events had seen the wives of 
some very respectable Mnsulraans at Jubulpore, during 
the time that the small pox was raging, take their children 
to her temples and prostrate them before the images of the 
Goddess of Destruction. Theofficers admitted this to be 
sometimes the case, but pretended that it was unknown 
to their husbands. 

Sahib KJmn and Nash.—In the Dnckun the greatest 
Nawabs and Officers of State worship at the temples, 



and prostrate themselves and their children before 
the image of the Goddess when the small pox or the 
cholera morbus rages. We have ourselves seen them do 
it often. 

Q •—And do they believe you Thugs to be under her 
special protection? 

Sahib and Nasir .—Some of them do, and though they 
often try to dissuade us from our trade, they are afraid 
to punish us. Bara Sahib Jemadar, of Madura, had 
several hundred followers, and used to make valuable 
presents to Nawab Dollee Khan who knew how he got. 
them, and offered him a high post with rent-free lands 
if he would leave off' the trade. lie would not. 

- What became of him at last ? 

Sahib and Nasir .—There was a great Decoit leader 
of the same name who had been com mitting great ravages, 
and orders were sent by the Nawab to the local officers to 
blow him away from a gun as soon as they could seize 
him. They seized Sahib Khan Thug, and blew him away 
by mistake, before the Nowab got information of the 
arrest, in a few hours after his death a message came 
from the Nawab to say that he feared there might be a 
mistake, and when he heard that Sahib Khan Thug had 
been blown away, he was much grieved, but said that God 
racist have ordained it, and the fault was not his. 

Q ,.-—Has he any sons ? 

Sahib and Nasir. —Tes. He has two Ameen Sahib, 
45 years of age, who has a gang of thirty Thugs; and 
Rajee Khan, 40 years of age, who has a gang of ten 
Thugs, all from among their relations and connexions , 
and they act together and live in Orourda, Taalluk Afzul- 
pore, in the Hyderabad territories. 

Q ,—What made year friends desert their old abodes 
in Arcot ? 




Sahib and Nasir. —Some Magistrate got bold of some 
Tiings who turned informers, and gave them a good deal 

ef annoyance. 

d —Have they returned? 

Sahib and Nasir.— Some of them have gone back, and 
a great many who had not been molested remained there 
till the annoyance was over. 

Q,—What, leaders came away ? 

Sahib and Nasir. —Sheikh Amed who is considered the 
most able leader of his day. He has sixty fully initiated 
Thugs (Borkas) who pretend to be recruits for regi¬ 
ments. He is thoroughly acquainted with the Pith ot 
the Company’s Regiments and their Military terms, and 
can speak English. 

Q,——flow Jo you know! Ton do not understand 

English. 

Sahib and Nasir. —He can make the Gentlemen and 
those who speak English understand when he speaks a 
language we do not understand, and he tells us this is 
English. Other Thug leaders generally display their 
wealth in an ostentatious appearance that betrays them. 
Sheikh Amed is 60 years of age, and will go about for 
racnths cooking his own food, walking and living like the 
poorest man, while he can command the services of a 

hundred men. 

Q.—Who are the others? 

Sahib and Nasir.— -Osman Khan, who has about 30 
Borkas, or fully initiated and able Thugs. He is 50 

years of age. 

Husun Khan, who has 25 Borkas, and is 55 years of age. 
Sahib Khan of Lodeekar, who has 30 Borkas, and is 

45 years of age. 

Tipoo Jemadar, brother of Sabib Khan, who has 10 

Borkas, and is about 40 years of ago. 
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Hoseyn Khan, the nephew of Husun Khan, who has 
about 6 Borkas, and is 35 years of age. 

Noor Khan, who has 10, and is about 40; all these 
leaders came to Telingana from the Carnatic about the 
same time and settled near Nulganda, about fifty cose 
from Hyderabad, on the road to Masniapatam, and they 
operate on the roads leading to the seaports, 

Q. — Foil consider that a Borla is capable of forming 
a gang in any part of India to which he may be obliged 
to fly ? 

Sahib and Nasir, —Certainly, in any part that we have 
seen of it. 

Q .—Do you know any instance of it l 

Sahib and Nasir.- —A. great number; Mudee Khan 
*>«a ri ] r { Sindouse stock, and was obliged to 

emigrate after tb» attack upon that place. Many years 
afterwards we met u„, it , tlle Duckan, and he had then 
a gang of titty Thugs of ,„ c{g , m a aescripHnnc I 
asked him who they were; he told me that they were 
weavers, braziers, bracelet-makers, and all kinds of raga¬ 
muffins, whom he had scraped together about his new 
abode on the banks of the llerun and NurbuOdk rivers, 
in the districts of Jebulpore and Nursing-pore. He was 
a Musuhnan, and so were 1ml Khan, Kalee Khan, who 
formed gangs after the SindouSe dispersion along the 
same rivers. 

Q.-—Did they find the same patrons among the land 
holders and other heads of viiiages ? 

Sahib and Nasir. —They every where made friends by 
the same means; and without patrons they could not 
have thrived. They were obliged of course to give them 
a liberal share of the booty. 

Q,— But these men have all been punished, which does 
not indicate the protection of Bavei/t 

u 
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Soldi and Nasir .~~It indicates the danger of scraping 
together such a set of fellows for Thuggee. ' They killed 
all people indiscriminately, women and men, of all casts 
and professions, and knew so little about omens that they 
entered upon their expeditions and killed people, in 
spite of such as the most ignorant ought to have known 
were prohibitive. They were punished in consequence, 
as we all knew that they would be; and we always 
used to think it dangerous to be associated with them 
for even a few days. Ask many of them who are wow 
here,—-Kureem Khan, Sheikh Kureem, •ttumzanee and 
others, whether this is not true, and whether they ever 
let go even a sweeper if he appeared to have a rupee 
about him ! 


Q ,—And you think that if they had been well in«t> uo< ° J 
in kso signs and rules, and attended to them they wouid 


have thrived ; 

Sahib a»d Nasir _J-uotedly ; so should we all. 

Q _You think that a liuboola or tyro could not any 

where form a gong of Thugs of himself ? 

Sahib and —Never; he could know nothing of 

our rale* of augary, o. proceedings; and how could he 
possibly succeed ? Does „ ot all our success depend upon 
knowing and observing ome, s and rules i 

Q._It would therefore ne\ w be very dangerous to 

release such a man as a Kuhoola ? 

Sahib and Nasir. —Never; unless he could join men 
better instructed than himself, a"e must he con¬ 

vinced that it is by knowing and attending* io omens and 
rules that Thuggee has thrived. 

Q—I ara not convinced, nor are any of the native, 
officers present; on the contrary, we do all we can to put 
down what you call an institution of the deity, ,vtid with¬ 
out dreading at all the effects of her resentment * 
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Sahib and Nasir. —Tliey may say so, but. they all know 
that no man’s family can survive a murder committed in 
any other way ; and yet Thugs have thrived through a 
long'series of generations. We have all children like 
other men, and we are never visited with any extraor¬ 
dinary affliction. 

Q.—Tell me frankly which oath, now while you are in 
custody, you who arc JV-lusulmans deem the strongest,— 
that upon the Koran or that upon the pickaxe? 

Sahib aud Nasir. —Tf we could be allowed to conse¬ 
crate the pickaxe in the prescribed form, neither the 
Koran uor any thing else on earth could be so binding; 
but without consecration it would be of no avail. 

Q_._Do you not sometimes make up a piece of cloth in 

the jail in the form of the pickaxe, and swear upon it ? 

Sahib aud Nasir.— We have heard that the Hindustan 
Thug's do, but we have never seen it. 

Q.—Do yon think it answers ? 

Sahib and Nasir.—It with proper consecration 
ceremonies, but we have never tried it. F.von mud made \ 
into the same form and consecrated would do. If any j 
man swears to a falsehood upon a pickaxe, properly ccm- j 
secrated, we will consent to be hung if he survives the j 
time appointed ; appoint one, two or three days when he 
swears, and we pledge ourselves that he does net live a , 
moment beyond the time; he will die a horrid death ; 
his head will turn round, his face towards the back, and 
he will writhe in tortures tin he dies. 

Q. _And all this you have seen ? 

Sahib and Nasir.—Yes, we have all seen it. 

Q,_Above the JNTurbndda, chiefs have never had the 

same dread of punishing Thugs as below it; have they ? 

Feringeea.— They had formerly, and have still ia many 
parts- 
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Q,_™\Vhy should they fear; have there been nuy in¬ 
stances of suffering' from it t 

Ferinyeea. —A great many. Was not Nanha, the Baja 
of Jiialon c, made leprous by Davey for putting to death 
Uodhoo and bis brother Khumolee. two of the most noted 
Thugs of their day. He had them trampled under the 
feet of elephants, but the leprosy broke out upon his body 
the very next day. 

Q,—Did he believe that this punishment was inflicted 
by Davey for putting them to death i 

Dorgha Musulman .—He was quite sensible of it. 

Q .—Did he do any thing to appease her t 

Dorgha, —Every thing. Bodhoo had began a well in 
Jhalone ; the Raja built it up in a magnificent style ; he 
had a r.hnhnotra (toinbj raised to their name, fed Brail- 
mans, and consecrated it, had worship instituted upon 
it, but all in vain ; the disease was incurable, and the Baja 
died in a few months a miserable death. The tomb and 

wcf! are both kept ^[p and «!«ited by hundreds to this day, 

and no one doubts that the Baja was punished for putting 
these two Thugs to death. 

-But Bodhoo had his nose and hands cut off before, 
and could have been no favorite of Davey’s 1 

Feringeea. —But be was a Thug of great repute ; for 
sagacity we have never seen his equal; people who had 
been robbed used to go to him as an oracle. 

_But he had turned informer, and was sent to 

Jhalone by Mr. Stock well to arrest bis associates. 

Dorgha .—He went to Mr. Stock well ia a passion; his 
heart was not fully turned away from us then ? 

Q ,—Have yon any other instances ? 

Jnaent .—Hundreds 5 \V hen Madkajee Scindheea 
censed seventy Thugs to be executed at Mutbora, was 
he not warned in a dream by Davey that he should release 
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their*: and did lie not the very day after (heir execution 
begin to spit blood ? and did he not die within three 
months ! * 

Feringeea .— W lien Dureear the Rathore, and Komere 
and Patore, the Kuehwalm Rajpoots, Znmeendars, arrest¬ 
ed eighty of the Thugs who had settled at. Nodha after 
the murder of Lieut- Monsell, they had many warnings to 
let them go; but they persisted and kept them till some 
thirty died. They collected fourteen thousand rupees at 
the rate of one hundred and twenty-five rupees from every 
Thug. What became of their families. Have they not all 
perished ? They have noff.Mrhild left. Rae Sing Havildar, 
the Gwalior Subah of Nodba, took the money, but that 
very day his only son and the best horse in his stable 
died, and he was himself taken ill and died soon after a 
miserable death. 

Nasir .—Ah Davey took j - =•*• «*•«—, nr>d why l 

W«o it. not. because you were more attentive to her orders l 

Zolfukar .—Yes ; we had then some regard for religion . 
We have lost it since. All kinds of men have been made 
Thugs, and all classes of people murdered, without dis¬ 
tinction, and little attention has been paid to omens. 
How after this could we expect to escape ? 

Nasir,— Be assured that Davey never forsook us till 
we neglected her. 

Q .—Ho you know of any instance of her punishing a 
man for annoying Thugs in the Duckun ? 

Sahib Khan. -A great many. The Raja of Knndul, 
some ninety cose east from Hydrabad, arrested all the 
Thugs in his Raj for some murders they had committed. 
For three successive nights the voice of Davey was heard 
from the top of every temple in the capital, warning the 
Raja to release them. The whole town heard her, and 
urged the Raja to comply. He was obstinate, and the 
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third night the bed oa which he and his Ranee were 
sleeping- was taken up hv Davey and dashed violently 

ajifost the ground. 

ij .—Were they killed ? 

Nasir. —They were not killed, bat they were dread¬ 
fully bruised ; and had they not released the Thugs, they 
would certainly have been killed the next night. 

Q.—Were any of you present ? 

Sahib Khan.- —Oar fathers were, and we heard it from 
theaj. It occurred sixty years ago. 

Q .—And do you think that the Chiefs have still the 
same dread of punishing Thugs iu ail parts of India ! 

Sahib. —Certainly not in all parts; because iu many they 
have been suffered to punish them with impunity on 
account oi their neglect of rules and wnsos. 

Mo,"lee, —There is no fear now. They are every where 
seized and pwmsuea wro, ;^. r . || iere j s no resisting 

vnnr Ikbat (rood fiwtnneY. 

Dargha. —The Company’s Ikhal is such that before the 
sound of your drums, sorcerers, witches and demons fake 
flight, and how can Thuggee stand. 

Davey Deen —-Thuggee ! why it is gone ; there are not 
fifty Aseel Thugs, (Thugs of good birth) left between 
the Ganges and Jumna. 

Chotee Brahman. —And not more than that number of 
all our old dans of Gwalior and Bunfielcaod ; but the 
Sooseeas of Rajpootana have been untouched, and much 
is to be done about Define and Puteeala. 

O.—But Nasir and Sahib Khan think that it can never 
be suppressed in the Duckun ? 

Nasir.- —I think it never can. 

Sahib Khan.- I do not say it never can. I sav only that 
the country is very large ; that in every one of the five 
districts there are hundreds of Aseel Thug's, who are 


staunch to their oath, anti attentive to their usages ; that 
the country is everywhere intersected by the jurisdiction 
of Native Chiefs who cannot be easily persuaded to assist. 

Nasir. —Assist! why when we go into their districts 
after a Thug we are every instant in danger of our lives. 

I got nearly killed with all the guard lately when close 
upon the heels of a gang, and when I complained to 
Captain Reynolds, he told me that we must consent to 
bear these drubbings on account of the Company, or f 
could be of no nse to him in such a country as that! 

Q,-~.And von think that all these obstacles are not to 
fot, overcome X 

Nasir .—I think not. 

Q —That is, you think an institution formed by Davey, 
the Goddess, cannot be suppressed by the hand of orem l 

Nasir.. —Certainly, I think so. 

Q _But you think that no man is killed by man’s 

killing, “ admeeke marne se koee murta nuheen that all 
who are strangled are strangled, in effect, by God. 

Nasir. —Certainly. 

q _Then by whose killing have all the Thugs who 

have been hung aSaugor and Jubulpore been killed ? 

Nasir.—— God’s of course. 

Q.—You think that we could never have caught and 
executed them but by the aid of God. 

Nasir. —Certainly not. 

q _Then yon think that so far we have been assisted 

by God in what we have done l 

Nasir .*—^ es. 

Q ,_And you are satisfied that we should not have 

ventured to do what we have done unless wa were assured 
that our Guu was working with us, or rather that wo were 
the mere instruments in his hands X 
Nasir. Y©s» 1 am. 
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do you not think that we may go on with the 
same assurance till the work we have in hand is done; till 
in short, the system of Thuggee is suppressed l 

Nmir .—God is almighty. 

Q .—And there is but one God l 

Nasir.'~-QnQ God above all Gods. 

Q„—-And if that God above all Gods supports m, we 
shall succeed ? ; ; 

Nmir, —Certainly, 

Q.~Then we are all satisfied that he is assisting us, 
and therefore hope to succeed eve?'* *>»*#*& %«* ! 

Nasir .—God only knows? 

Sahib Khan. —It God assists, yon will succeed; but the 
country is large and favorable, and the gangs are numer¬ 
ous ms A well organized. 

Q.—So was the country we have already gone over. 
How many Thug leaders from Sindouse after Mr. 
Halhed and Mr. Stock veU’s attacks came and settled in 
the Saugcr and Nurbodda districts? 

Sheikh Inayat. —*My father Hinga Jemadar and his 
three sons, two of whom were hnng at Sangor the year 
before last, came to Lowa, a village between Dbamonee 
and Khimlassa in Saugor; my younger brother Dburum 
Khan was born after my father's death; his mother could 
not, and my wife nursed him. We were joined by 
Monownc Musalman, Kiddee and Mungoa Brahmans, 
Lulloo and bis sons. Here follow the names of sixty -one 
Thugs of note that came from the great Sindouse stock 
and settled in different parts of these territories, and 
formed new gangs.* 

Q.—And how many of these noted Thugs and the gangs 
they formed are still at large ? - ifgl 


* See Appendix B. 



Sheikh Jnayat. —Since I was taken in 1829, theseliave 
all been seized, and have been hung or transported or are 
now in jail. Two of my brothers have been hung. My 
youngest is now here. The men whom they made Ihugs 
have also all been taken, and there are only five or sis 
that we know of. There are Bahadur Chabukaswur, 
Kuseea Kirar, Bodhooa, son of another Bahadur: these 
are new Thugs ; but they proved themselves good ones. 
There are Kadir and Poosoo, adopted sons of Imamee, 
the son of Mirja Musulman. These Thugs are at large 
in the district of Seonee or Nursingpore. Wo know of 
no others. 

Q _Do you not think that if we persevere, we shall be 

able to do in the Duckun what we have done here, and 

in the Dooab ? 

Indent .— No doubt. 

Sahib Khan.— It will be a work of greater difficulty. 
Half or three quarters of these gangs were Kuboolas. la 
the Duckuu tney ~ n entirely of 

Bur has _ men well horn, staunch and able; above all the 

men of A root. 

Feringeea.— And the Hindoo Thugs of Talghat upon 

the Krishna river 1 9 

Sahib Khan.— Yes ; they are extraordinary men. 
Feringeea.— They have three painted lines on their 
foreheads extending up from a central point at the nose. 
I served with them once for two mouth*. 

Sahib Khan.— Yes; they have these lines. 

Q—But do not all Hindoos ia that quarter wear the 

same marks ? 

Sahib Khan.—AW Hindoos put them on occasionally, 
but they always wear them. They and the Arcot ihugs 
associate and act together ; but they will never mix with 
us of Teiingana. 

W 
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Q.~ What are they called ? 

Sahib Khan. —We call them the Talghal men. What 

they call themselves I know not. 

Q.—Sahib Khan tells me that the Arcot men will 
not intermarry with the descendants from the old Delhi 
clans, because they think they were originally of lower 

cast l 

Sahib Khan.— But we refuse oiu daughters to them 
as they refuse theirs to us; and they are in error when 
they suppose us of low origin. 

Q. — Have you Hindoostan men any funeral ceremo¬ 
nies by which your origin can be learnt t 

Inaent.—K o funeral ceremonies, but at marriages an 
old matron will sometimes repeat, as she throws down 
the Toolsee, “ Here’s to the spirits of those who once 
led bears, aad monkeys; to those who drove bullocks, 
and marked with the godnee; and those who made 
baskets for the bead.” 

Q.—Ai*a dw. 4b; s indicate ♦*•-* r mr ancestors 
were Khunjurs, itinerant tradesmen, wandering with their 
herds and families about the country. 

Sahib Khan.—By no means. It only indicates that our 
ancestors after their captivity at Delhi, were obliged to 
adopt these disguises to eifect their escape. Some pre¬ 
tended to have dancing bears and monkeys; some to have 
herds of cattle, and to ba wandering Khunjurs, (Gypsies) ; 
but they were not really so; they were high cast Musal- 
mans. 

Dorghu. —Certainly. I have beard this often from our 
wise men. 

Feringeea .—You may hear and say what you please, 
but your funeral and marriage ceremonies indicate that 
your ancestors were nothing more than Khunjurs and 
vagrants about the great city l 


hinent .—It is impossible to say whether tliev were 
really what is described io these ceremonies, or pretend¬ 
ed to be so; that they performed these offices for a time 
is unquestionable, but I think they must have been 
assumed as disguises. 

Feringeea.— But those who emigrated direct from 
Delhi into remote parts of India, and did not rest at 
Agra, retain those professions up to the present day ; as 
the Moltanies ? 

Sahib Khan— True; but it is still as disguises to 
conceal their real profession of Thuggee. 

Feringeea.— True, and under the same guise they 
practised their trade of Thuggee round Delhi before the 
captivity, and could never have had any other 

Sahib. _I pretend not to know when they put on 

the disguise, hut I am sure it was a disguise ; and that 
they were never really leaders of bears and monkeys. 

Q,—Have the Talghat men the same language and 

usages as you have ? 

Sahib. _They have the same omens and language, and 

observe the same rules ; but we hear that they use the 
round instead of the oblong grave to bury their victims, 
the same as the Debar men. They call it the Chuhree ; 
the Debar men and others call it the ciobba. 

q _You call yourself TeiinganaThugs—What do you 

understand by the term i 

Sahib.— The country extending from Nandalr to 
Nulgonda, which is four stages from Hydrabad on the 
road to Musalapatatn. 

q. _How many divisions do the Thugs count in the 

Dnckun —that is, the country south of the Nurbudda? 

Sahib.—There are five districts—1, Teiingana—2 , 
Berar, extending from Nagpore to Nandair—3, The 
Dackun, extending from Mominabad, which is fifty cose 
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from Hyderabad on the road to 2*oons. to the city of 
Poona—4, The K.irnatic, extending from Satara to 
£urpaknndoie —'&» Arcot, extending from Kurpakondote 
to Seetabuldee Ramesur. 

Q _And the Thugs of these several divisions consider 

themselves as distinct 

.—All distinct, and called after their divisions as 
Telinganies. Arcoties, Kurnatekies, Daekunees, and 
Ijeraries. 

Q.—Can you name the principal leaders now at targe 

in these divisions ? 

Sahib.— -Yes, all except those who reside in Arcot. 
The only leaders of that district that I know are the men 
already named, who occasionally go back, and always 
keep up their connexions with their old associates. Here 
follow the names of all the principal leaders in each of the 
five districts.* 

Q.—How is it that yon Hindustan Thags kill women 
with less scruple than the Dnckuu Thugs ? 

Feringeea. —To that we ow e much of our misfortunes. 
It began with the murder of the Kalee JBehee. 

Q.—Who was. the Kalee Be bee ? 

Dorgha. —I was not present, but have heard that she 
was on her way from Elicbpore to Hyderabad with a gold 
chadur or sheet for the tomb of Doha Khan Nowak, the 
brother of Saiabut Khan of Hyderabad, who had died jest 
before. Shumshere Khan and Golab Khau strangled her 
I believe. 

Q.—When was this ? 

Dorgha. —It was I believe about four years be¬ 
fore the Surtrook affair in which we murdered the 

* See Appemiix 
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sixty persons at Chilterkote, among whom were some 
women.* 

Q.—la what year did that take place? 

Dor glia. —I do not know ; but it was either the year 
before, or two years before the Surgooj i expedition in 
which the Chuleesrooh affair took place (forty persons at 
one time) where women were again murdered. 

Q...—Do you recollect the year ? 

Knieean Sing.— The Sargooja expedition took place 
the year that Mr. Jenkins went first from Banares to 
Nagpore as Resident, and the Ghuleesrooh was one of the 
affairs. He had just arrived and was encamped near the 
Seetabuldee hill when our gang reached Nagpore. 

Q.—Did any calamity befal you after the murder of the 
Kalee Rebee? 

Dorgha.—l think not. 

Q.—And therefore you con tinned to kill them ? 

Feringeea. —For five years no misfortune followed, 
and they continued to kill women ; but then the misfor¬ 
tunes of my family began. 

Q.—What relation had you there? 

Feringeea.--* My father Purusram was one of the prin¬ 
cipal leaders, and the chadar they got was worth about 
three thousand rupees. It was cut up and divided, and 
my father brought borne one fine slip. But. the fifth year 
after this bis misfortunes began; our family was never 
happy; not a year passed without his losing something, or 
being seized ; he was seized every year some where or 

other. i 

Ghasee Sabahdar was another leader, and he suffered 
similar misfortunes, and his family became miserable. 

♦ This gang of Thugs roust have travelled above one hundred and sixty 
miles with these people before they put them to death, and been m 
company with them about twelve days, on the most friendly terms. 
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Look at onr families; see how they are annihilated ; 
all that survive are ia prison except Phoolsa and 

llainbnksb. 

Q. —And still you went on killing women in spite of 
your cnnvictiou that yoar misfortunes arose from it? 

Dorgha. —Yes, it was our fate to do so. 

Q .—And you are worse than the Dnckun Thugs, for 
you nmrder handsome vunng women as well as the old 
and ugly ? 

Feringeea.' —Not always. 1 and my cousin Aman 
Subahdar were with a gang of one hundred and fifty Thugs 
on an expedition through Rajpootana about thirteen years 
ago when we met a handmaid of the Pesh wa, Bajee Row’s, 
on her way from Poona to Cawnpore. We intended to 
kill her and her followers, hut we found her very beauti¬ 
ful, and after having her and her party three days within 
our grasp, aud ktowing that they had a lakh and a half 
of rupees worth of property in jewels and other things 
with them, we let her and all her party go : we had 
talked to her and felt love towards her, for she was very 
beautiful. 

Q .—And how came you to kill the Mogbulanee. She 
also is said to have been very handsome? 

Feringeea, —We none of us ventured near her palan¬ 
keen. The Musulraans wvre the only men that approach¬ 
ed her before the murder. Madar Buksh approver 
strangled her. 

And you think killing women has been one of the chief 

causes of your misfortunes ? 

Feringeea. —Yes. 

Q.—’And of our success against you ? 

Kuieean Sing, —Yes ; I and my gang were arrested 
after the murder of Newul Sing and his daughters at 

Biseyuee in 1820. 


Q,—But Newnl Sing bad lost an arm, and yon before 
told me that you suffered because you there infringed a 
good old rule and murdered a maimed person 1 
° Kuleean. —Yes ; it was partly that; but was not the 
great gang seized by Mr. Molony after the murder of 
Monshee Buuda Alee and his wife and daughter at Luck- 
xiadown, three years alter l 

q .—Who was that Bunda Alee. I have never been 
able to discover ? - 

Kuleean. —He was the Monshee of General Doveton, 
who commanded at Jhaloa, and he was going to bis home 
in Hindustan to celebrate the marriage of that daughter. 
His wife and an infant daughter and sis servants, besides 
the eldest daughter, were all strangled. 

q _Was not this about the ‘< me that y°« and your 

party were arrested, Ns-- attending to the omen 

of th® KsiJPJa ? 

2 Vasir. _When we were taken before General Doveton 

he was in Durbar, and there was a Moonshee called 
liuncla Alee present. He did not write down our state¬ 
ments, but he asked questions, and explained them to the 
General. Kangmw Brahman, his Kamdar, wrote them 
down. He took down all the stages we had made, the 
names of our villages, and could not find any discrepau- 

cies. 

q _Who denounced you to the General ? 

jfasir. _There were two brothers going to canto*-* 

ments with bullocks, one had gone on in advance- an<1 
the other we murdered. The man in advance came back 
for his brother, and seeing us one hundred and fifty 
Thugs, and not finding his brother, Jjjj* suspected us of 
the murder. A large party of hor«> and fart came after 
us. AH however made off but eighteen of the staunchest 
and of most respectable appearance, who remained to 


Stop the pursuit. We pretended to have been going with 
oar friends in search of service? and after a long exami¬ 
nation, Meonsbee Banda Alee urged the improbability of 
ssj large a body of robbers coming so far to murder one 
poor bullock driver. This argument bad weight; we were 
let go and the bullock man sent about his business. 

Q.—Was this the same Bands Alee who was afterwards 
murdered, think you l 

Nasir .—I do not know ; I never saw him or heard of 
him after that time. 

Q,—How long ago was it ? 

Nasir .—About thirteen or fourteen years ago. 

■Q,—-Had not the daughters of Newul Sing Jemadar 
prevented the gang from being imprisoned ? 

Kuleean .— \ es. Otn»ow Sing, Dufudar of Captain 
Nicoisons Corps, was tii&n «»<tutv at Soouee. The 
gang bad brought on this iamily from Nngp<» v. They 
were Newul Sing, a Jemadar in the Nizam s service, who 
had lost one arm, his brother Hurbtms Sing, his two 
daughters, one thirteen and the other eleven years ot 
age, the two young men who were to have been married 
to them on reaching home, Kuleean Sing and A man, 
the brother of the two girls, a boy about seven years of 
age, and four servants. The house in which part of the 
gang lodged at Dhoma took tire, acd the greater part of 
the gang was seized by the police, but released at the 
urgent request of Newul Sing and his daughters, who 
hau become much attached to Khimolee, the principal 
leader <>f f y te „- an£r aa d so me of the others. Omrow Sing 
Dutadar a relation of Newul Sing, and he assisted in 
getting them reused as be can now tell you. Had the 
gaug been then 1mprisoned and searched we must have 
been discovered, as they had with them two bags of silk 
taben 1rom three carriers cm their way from Nagpore to 


Jubulpore, whom we had murdered in the great temple 
at Kamtee, where the cantonments now stand. 

On reaching Jubulpore part of the gang went on. 
Adhartal and the rest lodged in the town with Newul 
Sing and his family. The merchants at Nagpore finding 
that their men with the silk had not reached Jubulpore, 
and hearing of our gang having passed, sent to their cor¬ 
respondents at Jubulpore, who got the Cotwal to search 
those who were lodged with Newul Sing. Hearing of 
the approach of the police, Khhnolee again availed him¬ 
self of the attachment of Newul Sing and his daughter®, 
and the girls were made to sit each upon one of the two 
bags of silk while the police searched the place. Nothing 
was found, and the *»ext day tUoy not out and passed us 
at Adhartal, and five days after this they were all 
strangled at Biseynee,* 

Q .—How did you not preserve tho infant daughter of 
Banda Alee Moonshee for adoption t 

Chut ter .—Chubboo Khan strangled the mother while 
her infant was in her aims, and he determined to keep 
and adopt the child ; but after the bodies had all been put 
into the grave, Dhunnee Khan urged him to kill the 
child also, or we be seized cn crossing the Nur- 

budda valley. He threw child living in upon the 
dead bodies, and the grave was filM a p over it. 

Q,_And the child was buried alive/ t 

* This gang accompanied Newul Sing and big family from near Nag- 
p 0 ry through Sconce and Jubulpore to Biseynee, a distance of more than 
two bund ml miles, and were witii them about twenty days on the most 
intimate terms, before they put theta all to death. The circumstance of 
Newul Sing’s having lost an am male them hesitate, and one gang 
separated from the main body Jefore they reached Seonee rather than 
be present at his murder 5 and i\\vz seened no chance of their being able 
to separate him from the rest. 
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Chntter.— Yes. My brother Da'put and 1 were then 
mere children; we were seized in cussing the Nurbadda 
valley and never alter released ; he is now dead, and 1 
am tbe only surviving son of Ghasee Subahdar. 

Q. —How was that affair managed ? 

Chntter*— We fell in with the Moonshee and his family 
at Chupara, between Nagpore and Jubalpore ; and they 
came on with us to Lncknadown. where we found that 
come Companies of a Native Regiment under European 
office's, were expected the next morning. It was deter¬ 
mined to nut them all to death that evening, as the 
Moonshee seamed likely to keep with the Companies. 
Our encampment ras near the village, and the Moon- 
shee’i tent was pitch., t close to r« fa the afternoon 
some of the Officers’ teats came on in advance, and were 
pitched on the other side, leaving us between them and 
the village. The Khulaaies were all lisMI? occupied in 
pitching them, T\bor Khan and his son Satire Khan 
and a few others, went as soon as it became dark to the 
Moonshee’s tent, and began to sing and play upon a 
Sitar, as they had been accustomed to do. Muring 
this time some of them took tip the Moonshee’» sword ©n 
pretence of wishing to look at it. WIS w, ^ e an( l children 
were inside listening to the ^ ie Jhimee, cr 

was given, but at th« moment the Moonshee saw his 
danger, called out murder, and attempted to rush through, 
but was seized and strangled. His wife hearing him, ran 
out with the infantin her arms, bat was seized by Gbubboo 
Khan, who strangled her and took the infant. The other 
daughter was strangled ia the tent. The Saeses (Grooms) 
were at the time cleaning tbeiv horses, and one of them 
seeing his danger, ran older the Idly of his horse, and 
called out murder ; but te was >oo>i seized and strangled 
as well as all the rest. 
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Q .—How did not the Khalasies and others who were 
pitching the tent, close by hear these calls for help ? 

Chatter. —As scon as the signal was given, those of the 
gang who were idle began to play and sing as load as they 
could; and two vicious horses were let loose and many 
ran after them calling out, as loud as they could ; so that 
the calls of the Moonshee and his party were drowned. 

€*• you Behar Thugs ever murder women? 

Moradun. —Never ; we should not murder a woman if j. 
she had a lakh of rupees upon her. 

Ttavey dean. —Nor would the Dooab Thugs if she had 
two lakhs upon her. 

GopauL —We have never been guilty of so great a 
crime in the Dooab or any p*.< east Q f t j, e Ganges and 
.lumna where I have been employed 

Q. —But you Bundelcund men murderer ahnndauce. 

Zolfukar. — Yes, and was not the greater part of 
Fertngeea’s and my gang .seized after we had murdered 
the two women and little girl at Manora in 1830 near 
Saugor? And were we not ourselves both seized soon 
after ? How could wo survive things like that: our ances¬ 
tors never did such things. 

Fcrmgeea. —We bad no sooner buried their bodies than 
I heard the chireya, and on leaviug- the ground we saw 
the loharburheya • these were signs that Dcivey was 

displeased, and we gave ourselves up for lost. 

Q,—But some of the Dooab 'snogs have murdered 

women in your expeditions on this side of the .Tamna ! 

Dcivey r/eett.-r-That was while they were in company 
with the Bundelcund and Sangor men. 

GopauL— Ou the other side of the Jumna and Ganges 
we never have done so. 

Bhikka.—ilow could we do so? we do not even murder | 
a person that has a cow with him. 
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Q .—Had not the fourteen persons murdered atKotree 
a cow with them, and were there not women in the 
party, and all killed ? 

Chotee. —We were almost all Gwalior and Bundelcuud 
and Saugormenin that gang, but we persuaded the party 
to sell us the cow at Shah pore i and we gave it to a 
Brahman at that place, and two or days after they 
were all strangled at Kotree in Huttab. I pointed out ««. 
grave to Captain Crawford, and lietooh up the bod.es. 

Q. —And you could not have strangled them if they 

had not parted with the cow 

Chotee. —Certainly not; nor could we have made them 
part with her had we not pretend"* that we had vowed to 
make such an offering atiahpore, and mucl * 

in want of her. 

ZofftU m,, .— Dargha and Feringeea have been confound¬ 
ing cases; I have heard of the Kalee Bebee it is true, but 
I was not at her murder ; and yel I was at the taking of 
the sheets intended for the Nowab’s tomb. Peer Mahom- 
mud was there, so also was Kadir, then a boy ; and I 
have heard that he has still in his family one of the slips 
that fell to the share of his adopted father, the great 
Dhurum Khan. 

Feringeea .—But was not my father Purusrain in that 

? 

Zoijuk —|j e vvaSi so was (Jhasee Snbahdar, but 
no Kalee Bebee was killed in that affair. There were only 
three persons, and they were men. We got two sheets, 
one green and the other red. 

Kadir . I was a little boy and that was my first ex- 
pedition, and I was mounted upon a pony. The piece of 
the chader we gave to a priest, and it was taken and 

edged m the »augor Malkhaoa, and afterwards put up to 

auctiou \ helieve. 
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Zolfukar .—The two chaders were sent by Nowab 
Salabut Khan, the Elichpore Nowab, for the tomb of hi 3 
brother Bublole Khan, who bad died at Hyderabad. 
Lalrnun Mosul man, and Kbandee and bis brother Noudon 
Brahmans, must know all about the Kalee Bebee ; they 
are very old men. 

Khandee and Nuntlun, brothers and Brahmans, one 
83 and the other 83 years of age, being sent for, deny hav¬ 
ing been present at the murder, hut say they knew of it, 
and of the dire effects of it to the Thug fraternity. 

Lalmun .—Being sent for, age 90. I remember the 
murder of the Kalee Bebee well; I was at the time on an 
expedition to Barodah, aud not present, but Punna mast 
have been there. A dispute arose between the Musul- 
mans and the HirwW- an( j a f ter murc i er . The 

Musniina*"' insisted upon killing- her, as she had 
thousand rupees worth of property with herthe 
Hindoos would not agree. She was killed, and the 
Hindoos refused to take any part of the booty : they came 
to blows, but at last the Hindoos gave in, and consented 
to share in ail but the clothes and ornaments which the 
women wore. Feringeea’s father, Purusram Brahman, 
•was there; so was Gbasee Subahdar, a Rajpoot; so was 
Himmut Brahman. When they came home to Murnae, 
Rae Sing, Purusram’s brother, refused to eat, drink or 
smoke with his brother till he had purged himself from 
this great sin ; and he, Himmut, and Ghasee gave a feast 
that cost them a thousand rupees each. Four or five 
thousand Brahmans were assembled at that feast. Had 
it rested here, we should have thrived; but in the affair 
of the sixty, women were again murdered ; in the affair 
of the forty, several women were murdered ; the Musul- 
mans were too strong for the Hindoos; aud from that 
lime we may trace our decline. 
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Q.—Bat yon are a Musulman ! 

Lalmun .—True: but our family bad been settled for 
two generations with that of Rae Sing and Purusram at 
Murnae: and bad adopted their notions on all points of 
Thuggee. We had been first initiated by them, our family 
not being- of the Delhi clans—(see Table 7). Busunlee 
must have been present at the Kalee Bebee’s murder. 

Busuntee. —No; but my brother Punna was. 

Punna —Being sent for, states'—1 was present. She 
was coining from Hyderabad, and was carried 
and had tw elve followers. She had four thousand rupees 
worth of property. The Musuimans insisted upon killing 
her; the Hindoos opposed. She was killed with all her fol¬ 
lowers, and the Hindoos, after a desperate quarrel, con¬ 
sented to share in all but u P clothes and ornaments. 
IVTfj ■who died last year in the Saugor was the 

mnn who strangled her. On g’oing home Puiu-^ji^ 
Ghasee, and Himrnut were obliged to give a feast, and 
deprecate the of .Davey by a great deal of Poojah. 

Five thousand Brahmans assembled at that feast, and 
all was well; but the Sutrooh followed, and after that the 
Chaleesrooh. In both these affairs the Hindoos consented 
to share, but they were sadly punished. Himnaut, after 
the Surgooja affair, got worms in his body, and died bark¬ 
ing like a dog. Kosul died a miserable death at Nedha. 
One of bis sons has been transported from Saugor, 
and the other died in the jail. His family is extinct. 
Look at Purusram’s family ; ail gone! (No. I.) And 
Ghasee Subahdar’s also! 

Q —Did not the Hindoos assist iu strangling the wo¬ 
men in the Sntrooh (60) and Chaleesrooh (40) affairs ? 

Punna. -God forbid. They sinned enough in con¬ 
senting to share in the booty, but they never assisted 
in the murder. 
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Q.—How did Feringeea get bis name? 

Lalmun.-—General Perron could not make bis uncle 
Rae Sing pay eighteen thousand rupees arrears due 
on account of his farm of the customs, and sent a Re¬ 
giment under Blake Sahib to seize him. The village 
was assaulted and burnt; and in her flight Purusram’s 
wife gave birth to Faring©**".. and he got his name from 
that event- Peringee»j from the attack of the Feringies. 

Q. — And yon think that much of your misfortunes have 
arisen from the murder of women? 

Lalmim .—We all knew that they would come upon us 
some day for this and other great sins. We were often 
admonished but we did not take warning, and we deserve 
our fates. 

Q. —What—for committing murder ? 

Lalmim. —No, but for murdering women, and those 
classes of people whom our ancestors never murdered. 

Q ..—They tell me that you were the best Belha 
(chooser of the place for murder) in your day. Was 
it at* ? 

Lalmun .— l was though* il 0,1 e *» my day, but I 
am now 1 very «ih. and blind. I was a man when even 
Khandee and Nundeu were children ! 

Dorgha. —I got a bay pony from the Kalee Bebee’s 
affair. My brother Punga, who died lately in the Saugor 
jail, and uiy father Khyroo, were there. 

Q .—Are you never afraid of the spirits of the persons 
you murder? 

Nasir .—Never; they cannot trouble us. 

Q .—Why ? Do they not trouble other men when they 
commit murder ? 

Nasir. —Of course they do. The man who commits a 
murder is always haunted by spirits. He has sometimes 
fifty at a time upon him, and they drive him mad. 


O.— And bow do they not trouble you l 
Nadr.~~k.te not the people we kill killed by the orders 

of Davey'! 

Kukean.~~Ya, it is by the blessing of Davey that we. 

escape that evil. 

Dorgha. —Do not all whom we kill go to Paradise, md 
why should their spirits stay to trouble us ? 

Inuent. —A good deal of oar security from spi¬ 
rits is to be attributed to the roomal with which we 
strangle. 

Q ~l did not know that there was any virtue in the 
roomal. 

Inaent.—Is it not our sikka, (ensign) as. the pickaxe 
is our nishan (standard). 

Feringeea. —More is attributable to the pickaxe. Do 
wo not worship it every seventh day l is it not our 
standard ? Is its soundever heard when digging the grave 
by any but a Thug ? And can any man even swear to a 
falsehood upon it? 

Q .—A nd no other instrument would answer, you diink* 
for making the graves 

Nadr. —How could we dig graves with any other in¬ 
struments. This is the one appointed by Davey , and coa- 
secrated, and we should never have survived the attempt 
to use any other. 

Feringeea. —No man but a Thug who has been a 
strangler, and is remarkable for his cleanliness and 
decorum is permitted to carry it. 

Q .—And there is no instance of a Thug being troubled 

by a spirit l 

AIL —None. No Thug was ever so troubled. 

Q.—What became of Khimmolee to whom Newul 
Sing and his daughters were so much attached ! 

Kuleetin.- —He died in the jubuipore jail. 
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q ,_'W'hat became of Gbubboo Kbau who strangled 

the Moonshee’s wife ? 

Chutter. —He also died in the Jubulpore jail. 

Q._Wbat became of Noor Khan and bis son Sadee? 

Chutter. —Noor Khan died in the Huttah jail, and his 
son Sadee was lately transported from Jubulpore. 

Q. —Where you not once arrested with a large gang at 
Kotah ? 

Ferinffwa .—Yes ; we had murdered four men with 
bundles of clothes at K uuwas > S 0 * 11 ? Ashta to 

Kotah ; and tour days after we killed the nephew of Jes- 
w«nt Haw Lar, and his four servants, whose bodies were 
taken up last year. Twenty-eight of the gang' were 
arrested ; bat the next day they had their faces blacken¬ 
ed, and were released. I had Hod, leaving my clothes 
behind, and after the release of the gang they discovered 
in my clothes the hilt of the young chief’s sword, with 
his name written under it, and some of the cloth. In 
trying to overtake us they fell in with Bhimmee and 
Hurnagar and their gangs, and arrested forty, who were 
confined for four years, and released the year that the 
Lucknadown gang was arrested by Mr. Molony,* (182«.) 

Q .—Where did you go? f ’ 

Feringeea .—Ashraf Khan, Subahdar Major of Colonel 
Kidge’s Regiment of Cavalry (4th Cavalry), was at Ko¬ 
tah, on his way home sick, the day we were released, and 
we followed him up and killed him and all his party, 

q —Had he not been wounded and become an impro¬ 
per person to be killed ! 

Feringeea.—1 did not go near enough to him to see. 
He was sick and carried in his palankeen ; and my party 

* This is a mistake of Feringeea's —it was the year that the gang of 
Beg Khan was arrested by Major Ward low—committed by Mr. Fraser, 
and tried by Mr. Wilder, 1826 .- 3 ee A.ppend.1 K. 
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having been arrested and had their faces blackened, we 
could not take any part in the murder. We got a share 

of the booty however. 

Q .—And why did they release Hurnagur and his party? 
Feringeea.— They thought it too expensive to feed 
them every clay. 

Q .—What is commonly the proportion of Musuimans 
to Hindoos ? 

Feringeea .— In Oude nine-tenths are Mnsnlnmns In 
the Dooab four-fifths were Hindoos. South of the 
Nurbudda three-fourths Musulmans. In liundleuund and 
Saugor one-half were Musulmans. In Rajpootanu one- 
fourth Musulmans, In Bengal, Rehar, and Orissa about 
half and hall. This is a rough guess, since we have no 
rule to prescribe or ascertain them. 

Q .—Are the usages of the River Thugs the same as 
yours ? 

Moradun.— In worship the same. They strangle in 
boats and throw the bodies into the river. If they see 
blood, they must go back and open the expedition anew. 
They give the Jhirnee by first striking on the deck of the 
boat three times, when the man appointed to give it sees 
all dear. 

Q .—Have the River Thugs the same Ramasee (dia¬ 
lect) as you l 

Imam Butsh, of Hustnr in Ghazeepoor.—-No, totally 
different. They neither understand our Eamasee nor do 
we their a. They call a strangler Chartid, and a Beetoo, 
or traveller Khan, meaning their food; as we call him 
our Bunij, or merchandise. When they give their 
Jhirnee they say €t pawn law ” bring paun. 

Q. W here do the River Thugs reside chiefly ? 

Imam BuksJt. —They formerly, as I have heard my 
father and other old men say, constituted the exclusive 
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population of some villages, till a Gurdee (^inroad) was 
made upon them, and their villages were pulled down 
about their ears. 

Q/—What was the cause of this ? 

Imam Buksh .*—They never kill women, and there was 
a party of five travellers, four men and one women, who 
wanted to pass across the river with them at Rajmahul. 
They contrived to leave the woman behind, and this led 
to the discovery of the murder of the men. From that 
time they have been scatter**** over the district of 
Bardwan, and now they live in villages occupied W 
other people—.£»**«- o* fire families of them in a village. 

They go in considerable parties, and have generally se¬ 
veral boats at the ghat at the same time. The ghats most 
frequented by them are those of Kohelgaura, Rajmahul, 
Moremukaea, an invalid station, and Monghyr ; but they 
go on so far as Cawnpore, and even Furruckabad. Their 
murders are always perpetrated in the day time. Those 
who do the work of the boatmen are dressed like other *><>«%« 
men ; but those who are to take a part in the operations, 
are dressed like travellers of great ; an ^ 

there are no boats on U»« **— so clean > and invitin- 
for travellers. When going- up the river they always 
pretend to be men of some consideration going on pilgri- 
mage t« «ome sacred place, as Banares, Allahabad, &c. 
When going down they pretend to be returning home 
from such places. They send out their Sothas, or inveig- 
lers, well dressed upon the high roads, who pretend to be 
going by water to the same places as the travellers they 
fall in with. On coming to the girat they see these nice 
looking boats with the respectably dressed Thugs amus¬ 
ing themselves. They ask the Manjoe (captain) of the 
boat to take them and the trsellers on board, as he cau 
afford to do so cheaper thac others, having apparently 
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ais boat already engaged by others. He pretends to he 
pushed for room, and the Thugs pretend to be nn willing 
to have any more passengers on board. At last he yields 
to the earnest requests of their inveiglers, and the travel¬ 
lers are taken op. They go off into the middle of the 
river, those above singing and playing and making a great 
noise, while the travellers are murdered inside at the 
signal given by three taps, that all is clear, and their 
bodies are- thrown into the river. The boat then goes on 
to some other ghat, having landed their inveiglers again 
upon the roads. 

f£_How many of these rivet Ti.u S « ^ you suppose 
there are ? 

Imam Bvksh.—l have never served with them but 
once, and cannot say; perhaps from two bundled to tw*. 
hundred and fifty. 

Q._Have you ever served with the Motheeas ? 

Imam Buksh.—l have. They are from a class of weavers 
or Tfintooas; their Ramasee or dialect is the same as ours ; 
♦hey are called Motheeas by their associate Thugs, hut by 
other peopm are k nown only as Tantooas. 1 have 
however seen very little ot mem; others here know more 
than I do about them; ask Bukhtawur. 

Q.—Have you seen the Lodahas ? 

Imam Bvksh.— Yes ; they are descended irom the same 
common stock as ourselves, and are Jaraaldehees, and 
Mosul man s. Their dialect and usages are all the same 
as ours, but they raiely make Thugs of any men hut the 
members of their own families. They marry into other 
families who do not know them to be Thugs, bat their 
wives never know their secrets, and can therefore never 
divulge them. No prospect of booty could ever induce 
them, or any of the Bengal or Behar Thugs to kill a 


woman. 



Q.—Where do they chiefly reside ! 

Imam Buksh.—They occupy some villages north east 
of Durbuuga on the Nepaul frontier. They emigrated 
from Oude when annoyed on some occasion some genera¬ 
tions ago; part of the emigrants remained in the Goruck- 
pore district, and have spread to that of Chupra. They 
have every where followed the same trade of Thugs*"*.; 
and, as in other parts, all unilw «ho auspices of Jkavey. 
It was about five generations ago that this emigration 
from Onde took nle c, ‘°. The Lodahas extend their ex¬ 
peditions from the city of Patna along all the roads lead¬ 
ing through Dinajpore, Rungpore, Titaleea, JDurbhunga, 
Poruneea, Dibeca, Nathpore, and up to the banks of the 
Burhampootre, but I never served with them during 
more than one expedition. Bukhtawur knows more about 
them than T do. They cannot speak the language of the 
western provinces, and in consequence never go west of 
the,city of P“ 4 «"- 

Q.—What castes are you loroutuen u, utl? 

Imam Buksk.— We never kill any of tk 0 f 0 n ow i n g 
classes : 

Dhobies or Washermen. 

Blau ts or Bards. 

Siks are never killed in Bengal. 

« Nanuksahees. 

Mudaree Fukeers. 

Dancing men or boys. 

Musicians by profession. 

Bhmgies or sweepers. 

Teylies, oil venders. 

Lohars and Burheys, Blacksmiths and carpenters, 
when found together. 

Maimed and leprous persons. 

A man with a cow. 
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Bur It u me ha ries* 
l i^awruttzes, or G «uig 0 s water carriers, while they have 
tbe Ganges water actuaHy with them. If their pots be 
I empty, they are not exempted. 

Buktau ur being sent for— 

Q. • j ou are said to have occasionally gone with the 
*’hu g s; what do you call them l 
■^^htawwr. We oat! ftaas^ On one occa¬ 

sion oniy t« ve J evor served with them. 

Q -—What was the said Occasion ? * 

Bukhtawur .—About fourteen years ago i bad 
on an expedition from Chupra to Moorshedabad, Wo 
were twenty two Thugs, under Sewbuns Jemadar, who 
was a Rajpoot, Two of our gang, Khoda Buksh and 
AJee Tar, had often served with the river Thugs, and 
used to interest us by talking about their modos of pro¬ 
ceeding. On the other side of Rajtnahul we fell in with two 
of these Thugs, They had two Wndk-a clothes, and 
pretended to be 0^0 - pilgrimage and had with 

them five travellers, whom they had picked up on the 
road. Sew buns recognized them immediately, and Alee 
Yar and Ahoda Buksh found in them old acquaintances. 
Tt«ey got into conversation with them, and it was agreed 
tnat Sewbux, I, and Dhorda Kormee should go with 
them, and see how they did their work, while the rest of 
the gang went on along the bank of the river. We 
embarked at Rajtnahul. The travellers sat on one 
side o( the boat and the Thugs on the other, while we 
were all three placed in the stern, the Thugs on our left 
and the travellers on our right. Some of the Thugs 
dressed as boatmen were above deck, and others walking 
along the bank 01 the river, and pulling the boat by the 
goon, or rope f and at! at the same time on the look out. 

* c " mo u i* a gentleman's pinnace and two baggage 
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boats, and were obliged to stop and let them get on. 

J he travellers seemed anxious, and were quieted by 
being told that the men at the rope were tired, and must 
take some refreshment. They pulled out something and 
bfgan to eat; and when the pinnace had got on a good 
way they, resumed their work, and our boat proceeded. 
If. was now afternoon, and when a signal was given above \ 
that all was clear, the five Thugs who sat opposite the 



travellers, sprung in upon them and with the aid of others 
strangled them. They put tho roomal round the neck 
from the front, while all other Thugs put it round from 
behind; they thus push them back, while we push them 
forward. Having strangled the five ihen, they broke 
their spinal bones, and pounded their private parts; and 
then threw them out of a hole made at the side into the 
river; aud kept on their course, the boat being all this 
time pulled along by the men on the bank. 

The booty amounted to about two hundred rupees. We 
claimed and got a share for all our party; and Sewbnns 
declared that we were twenty-nine, while we were really 
only twenty-three, and got a share for that number; he 
cheated them out of the share of six men. 

We landed that night and rejoined our gang, and 
operated upon the roads leading along the river Ganges 
till we got to the Morrmikaeea ghat where there is an 
invalid station—about four cose the other side of Bar, 
Here we fell in with the same party of Pungoos, or river 
Thugs, who had three travellers with them. I did not 
join them this time, but Sewbuns with two other mem¬ 
bers of our gang went on board, and saw them strangled. 
What share he got l do not know. 

Q .—Where do they reside ? 

Bukhtawur .—They reside about Beerbhoora, Bancoora, 
Knlna-Kutooa ? Sewree and other places in the district of 
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£urd*a»> which is a very large district, Kulna and 
/ Katooa are two distinct towns on the Bbageeruttee river, 
bait way from Calcutta to Moorshedabad, though we 
always join their names together in speaking of the place. 
Thugsdo not live in these or any other towns, as they are 
there always liable to be a good deal annoyed by police 
questions, but in small villages-around about them. 

Q ,—What do you call police questions l 
Bukhtcnuur .—Questions about who’s come— who’s gone 

_-wbo’s born— who’s died- what’s your occupation— 

whence your income, and so forth. lhese questions 
annoy Thugs a good deal, and oblige them to share their 
incomes with the police men as well as with the Zumeen 
dars. 

Q. —"What’s your age ? 

Itukhtawur .—Between sixty and seventy. 

Q.—Wa* your father a Thug ? 

Bukktawur.— No—I am the first of my family, but 
Imam Buksh is an hereditary Jumaidehee Thug. 1 was 
taught the trade by Mauickrae Rajpoot, a Jemadar ot 
Thugs. Both he and his son Kishun are now dead. 
Mauickrae had lived with several families of Thugs in 
the village of Seesooa in Reteea, but a native collector 
came and gave them a good deal of annoyance, and they 
went to a small village near Julloo, ten cose this side oi 
Jonuckpore. I live in Pherirdaha—from Goruckpore 
sixteen cose east—from the great (ximduk river nine cose 
west, and from tbe little Guuduk one cose east. 

Q.--Does not tbe Rajah of Beteea encourage the 
residence of Thugs ! 

Bukhtawur .—Not now: he is afraid, and tries all be 
can to find them out and expel them; but he has got the 
most expert thieves in India; they will steal the bullocks 
from your plough without your perceiving them. 


Q,—Have you ever served with the Lodahas ? 

Mukhtavbur. —Yes—I have often served with Jhoulee 
Khan Jemadar. He lives thirty cose from Durbhunga on 
the frontier, and has thirty good Thugs. He is ostensibly 
a mere cultivator. He is called Jhoulee Khan the fair. 
There is also the black Jhoulee Khan, who lias fifteen 
good Thugs, and holds a village in farm as a Zutneendar, 
though he is not so great a man as the other. Their 
followers are all hereditary and well trained Thugs. 
Jhubbuu Khan, another leader of great note, lives near 
them. They reside in five or six villages within a tew cose 
of each other, and are about fifty families of Thngs, most 
of them Musulmans, but there are some Rajpoots and some 
Tantooas, or weavers. These fifty families have perhaps 
from two hundred to two hundred and fifty Thugs. 

Q.—Are your gangs never arrested m that quarter ? 

Bukhtawur .—Sometimes ; about ten years ago a gang 
of seventeen were arrested near Durbhunga; four were 
hung, and twelve transported. 

Q.—How was that managed? 

Tiukhtawur.—Gohitid Rawut, son oi Peearee Rawut, 
and Gheena Khan Jemadars, and a gang of fifteen Thugs 
had strangled and bnri cJ tout travellers. Sytoo and 
Gheena Khan had married two sisters, and Syfoo gave 
himself airs, and demanded a coral necklace that was 
taken from one of the travellers, Gheena refused to give 
it; a quarrel ensued, and Syfoo, in a passion, went to the 
Thanaclar at Durbhunga, brought him and his guard down 
upon ihem at night, and seized the whole gang. But 
Syfoo had not seen the grave, and ho made the Thanadar 
tie up his cousin, Peerbuksh, a boy; throw him down* 
draw his sword, and pretend to he about to cut his throat. 
The boy got alarmed, confessed, and pointed out the 
grave. The bodies were taken up, the prisoners sent to 
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Mozuffurpore, and the four men who strangled them 'were 
hung ; twelve, including the two leaders, were sent to the 
black water. Svfoo was released, but died on bis way 
home. How we could never discover. 

Q .—Did he die because he disclosed ? 

Bukktawur .—No doubt. 

Q _.‘—That is, some of his old associates killed him l 
Bukhtawur .-—No ; had he been killed by them we should 
have discovered it. In those days a man who peached 
was either killed by his old associates, or by JJavey. 
They were only rare and solitary instances ; now we do not 
fear, as we are many and become servauts oi Government. 
Svfoo mast have perished for Ida treachery, but he was 
not killed by any of us. 

Q .—Where were the four men murdered ? 

Bvkhtawur .—About half a cose east of the Kolesuree 
river, a sacred stream, about two cose east from Durbunga. 

Q .—What year was it in ? 

Bufc/itawur .—I dont know ; about ten years ago. 

Moruilun of Arab .—It must have been after the siege 
of Bhurtpore, for I saw Gheena Khan that year on an 
expedition. He re.».’ 4 ed near Jugtowlee in Chopra, not 
far from Bukhtawur s village o.> Phnrinnha. 

Conversation resumed with the Diickun and Hindos- 
tanee Thugs. 

Q .— If Dttvey’s displeasure visits all who punish Thugs, 
how is it, that you all escape so well ? 

Moradun. — Daveifs anger visited us when we were 
seized. That was the effect of her resentment; she cast us 
off then and takes no notice of us now. 

And if you were to return to Thuggee, she would 
still guide and protect you ? 


Mvradun .—"V es, bat wbat gang would now receive us ? 

Q .—Aad you are net afraid to assist in suppressing 

Thuggee ? 

Moradun. —No; we see God is assisting you, and 
that Davey has withdrawn her protection on account of 
our transgressions. We have sadly neglected her wor¬ 
ship. God knows in what it will all end. 

Q. —True, God only knows; hot we hope it will end in 
the entire suppression of this wicked and foolish system ; 
and in the conviction on your part that Davey has really 
had nothing to do with it. 

Nasir.-—' That Davey instituted Thuggee, and support¬ 
ed it as long as we attended to her omens, and observed 
the rules framed by the wisdom of our ancestors, nothing 
in the world can ever make us doubt. 

Q. — Do the five divisions Duck on 

comprise, geographically, all the country south of tne 

Nurbudda river? 

Sahih Khan. —No, there is a sixth, Khandiesh ; but we 
know of no Thugs in that country; and a seventh, the 
Concan along the Malabar coast; we know oi no Thugs in 
that country either, 

d —Are there no Thugs in these two Districts think 
you ? 

Sahih. —There may be some, but we do not know of any. 

Feringeea. —Our gangs from Ilindostan used often to 
go through Khandiesh in our expeditions, but we never 
heard of any Thugs who resided there : many may have 
emigrated into that quarter from others since this pursuit 
began ? 

Q,—You got some va^able prizes in Khandiesh 
latterly ? 

Chotee. —There was the Choupura case on the Taptee 
river, in which we t 25,000 rupees in 1820. 
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The Dbofeea and Malagas ji case in ’which we got 
twenty-two thousand rupees worthof gold in 1827. The 
Dhorecote case in which we got twelve thousand rupees 
in 3 823, and the Dlioreo case io 1829, in which the? got 
seventy-two thousand rupees worth of pearls, and ten 
thousand rupees worth of gold, though they could not 
keep it all. These were our prizes in Khandiesh. ; 
Q ■—You were not iu the Dhoree case ? 

Chotee. —No, but I was in all the others. I was in arrest 
with Dhun Raj Seth’s A gent at Alumpore, trying to recover 
some ot the Spanish dollars taken from hisn at Burwaha 
ghat, when that occurred; hut I sent part of inv gang that 
year with Feringeea’a, and they fell in with the Dhoree 
case men as they were coming back with the pearls. 

Fcringsca. \ e?: some of Chotee’s men were with me 

in tt.o • -..i, office in March, 1829; 

uml vre soon after fell in with some of our triends coming 

home with their pearls from the Dhoree case. 

Q—But the Dhoree case and Burwaha ghat, case 
must have taken place within a few days of each other in 
February, 1829. the Dhoree ease took place on the Oth, 
and the Burwaha ghat case, on the 1st of that month. 
We have the records of the dates from Indore ? 

Chotee .—Your records must be wrong. The Dhorecote 
case, in which I was present, occurred fifteen days after 
the Burwaha ghat case, for I was taken up on the sus¬ 
picion of being present in the Burwaha ghat case, and it 
the year after that, the pearls were taken at Dhoree, 
Ferinjeea.—Yes ; Chotee was with Dhun Raj Seth’s 
<iai. ft ear ee IA$ when we west on the Ilanjuna expedi¬ 
tion and met the pearls. 

loll ’He was arrested, soon after our party got the 
Spanish dollars at Burwaha ghat, which was fifteen days 
before ms party took the gold at Dhorecote. 
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Q .~~How many Spanish dollars did you gel? 

Moklal .—We got forty thousand rupees worth, bat a 
great part had been beaten up. 

Feringeca .—But none of us got so fine a prize as 
Bowanee the Sooseea and his gang of Rajpootana got iti 
Kandcish. They carried off clear in one affair above 
two lakhs of rupees worth of property coming from 
•Bomba? to Indore. 


Q .—Haw did you manage the Burwaha ghat affair ? 

Ml ' w —It gave us a great deal of trouble, as the 
dollars were laden on Camels. They went fast, and, 
afraid to appear near to them in a body, we several times 
lost ai! trace of them. We first fell in with them at 
Borhaupore. Ours was only one of three great parties 
that went from Bundleonnd, Gwalior and Saugor that 
year to Kandeisb; and it consisted of about one hundred 
and sixty Thugs, concentrating upon the treasure party. 
At Burwaha gb“h <>*» the Nurbudda river, we found them 
disputing with the Custom-booso otluers about the pay¬ 
ment of duties; and stating the hardship of being obliged 
to expose the value of their charge in an unsettled coun¬ 
try. We paid duties for ourselves and our six ponies; 
and, leaving u low scouts, passed over the river, and went 
oa to the small deserted village of Naen, in the midst of 
a jungly waste. Here we waited till the treasure party 
came up, consisting of eight men, mounted on Camels 
and armed with matchlocks, and a merchant, by name 
Futteh Alee, who had joined them on the road in the 
hope of being more secure in their company than alone. 
It was about nine o’clock in the morning when they 
reached the place. The signal was given, we rushed in 
upon the Camels, seized them by their bridles, and made 
them sit down by beating them with sticks. The men 
were seized and killed; some strangled, some stabbed 
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with spears, and some cot down with swords.. Futteh 
Alee was polled off his pony and strangled. “VW trans¬ 
ferred the treasure to our ponies ; threw the bodies into a 
ravine, and went on for three days without halting any 
where, as we knew we should be immediately pursued. 
After we hud rot bevmid danger we rested and divided 
the booty, setting aside the proper share for the temple of 
Davey at Bindachul, near Mirzapore.* 

Dhtju Raj Seth sent his agent, Bearee Ball, to the 
Resident at Indore, and the Agent of the Governor 
General in Bniidelcnnd to recover his dollars. He got 
a good many of the principal Thug leaders arrested ; they 
were sent hy the Agent in Btmdelcnud to the Resident at 
Indore, who sent them back to the Agent, who made them 
over to the native chiefs, in whose jurisdiction they re ¬ 
sided, with orders to make good the money. These 
chiefs told us to make good three-foortbs of the money 
taken at Burwaha ghat by u general contribution. Wo 
agreed to do so and were let go ; some paid out of the 
ifuits o» iorJuioi expeditions, others borrowed in anticipa¬ 
tion of future success ; and those who had neither money 
i;or credit pledged themselves to pay part of their future 
earnings. To this JRearee Lai agreed, euid sent them 
or* expeditions, retaining Chotee, Bukut and other 
Jemadars of great influence about his person. He got 
a good deal of money by procuring the release of di 
the noted Thugs then in confinement at different places. 
He got nine thousand rupees for the release of Hhurum 
Khan Jemadar from Gwalior, on the pretence that he 
was engaged in the affair when he had been in prison 
bmg before. He had got a great prize of jewels from 
some men killed near Kotab, and his family could afl'ord 
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to pay. Such was Dittm Raj Seth’s influence that he could 
get a gang released from prison in any part of India; and 
for some time bis agent Bearee Lai had always half a dozen 
of the principal Thug leaders about his person, and used to 
attend all our marriages and festivals. What his master 
got, we know not, but be got a great deal of our money. 

Q, _What became of him after our operations began ! 

MoklaL-- He ran off to his master at Omrowtee: wo 
returned to our homes, and got all arrested. 

Q. —Are there any Thugs in Gnzerat ! 

MoklaL —We think not. We have often gone through 
Ci-uzerat in our expeditions of late years; particularly 
since youi operations commenced, and have penetrated 
beyond Joonagur up to the shores of the ocean, but 
have never become acquainted with any Thug residing 
in Cuzerat. There are numbers in Rapjootana. The 
Thugs of Deogur Mudara are to Oudeepore, what the 
Sindouse and Murnae men were to Etawa and Gwalior. 
In ,Joudbpore there are ten villages occupied by Thugs ; 
and they are scattered all over Jypore, and are still very 
numerous about Ojeyn and Pertabgur in western Malwa. 

q _But you think that a number of the members of 

your old gangs who have escaped us may go and settle 
in Guzerat and Kandeish i 

MoklaL —Certainly, some of them will. Is not Rarn- 
buksh for whom you offered five hundred rupees reward 
gone to that quarter ? 

Q' _And they will raise new gangs there yon think l 

'MoklaL —Certainly, if left undisturbed for a time. 

_Who were the leaders in the Burwaha ghat affair! 

MoklaL —Rosbo®, who was hung at Saugor, 1832. 

JDhurun Khan the stutterer, hung at Saugor, 1832. 

Mabaraj Partuk,/who drowned himself at Saugor, 1832. 
Persaud, hung at Saugor, 1832. 
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Lai Mahommud, approver. 

Luklitawur, who died at home. 

Buknt, the son of oid Kbandee approver, who is still 

at large, and a Jemadar, 

Q .—IJow did you manage the Dholeea and Malagow 

affair ? 

Ferinffeea. —Oar gangs concentrated at the village, ot 
Jokur, between Dholeea and Malagow, in Ivandeisli, 
amounting to two hundred and fifty Thugs, under myself. 

Makuu, who was hung at Indore, 1829. 

Gunga Been, who was hung' at Indore, 1821), 

Chotee, approver. 

Maharaj Partuk, drowned himself at Saugwr. 

Sheikh INungoo, dead. 

Persand, hung at Sangor 1832, and others. 

We left Jokeer for Malagow with two travellers, 
whom we had killed before daylight and were resting at 
a well two cose north of Malagow, when we heard after 
sunrise, the Chim mama on the right. I proposed, ac¬ 
cording to all the recognized rules of augury, to go back 
to Jokur immediately. To this proposal they would 
not consent, and we went on to Malagowr, where T pro¬ 
posed that we should halt and avert the threatened evil 
by a sacrifice. This was overruled by a party who sup¬ 
posed that it might be as well averted by quitting the 
high road to Kopurgow, and diverging to the right upon 
that of Chandore. I went on with them four cose to a 
village, whose name I forget, but at night determined to 
obey the omen, and came back with my gang of twenty- 
five Thugs to Malagow, whore I found a gang of one 
hundred Thugs under the following leaders : 

Omrow, hung at Indore, 1829. 

Bhimnaee, approver. 

Buduloo. huug at Sangor, 1832 . 

¥ 
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Bukut, approver, 

Kuobey Aheer, killed in Joudpore, 1833. 

Hinder Benguna, approver. 

They had with them four treasure bearers from Poona 
on their way from Indore, whom they intended to kill on 
the wav to Dholeea. I joined them and we went on to 
the village of Jokur, and were joined on the way by three 
other travellers, whom we could not shake off. Hinder 
Benguna’s son Chiddee had quarrelled with his father, 
and gone oft to join Chotee’s party on the Chandore road 
with Gurhoo, who went to see two of his brothers who 
were with them ; and they having let ont the secret of the 
treasure bearers, Chot.ee came off as fast as he could 
with Mabaraj and a party of forty, and joined us during 
the night at Jokur. 

Omrow’s party was composed chiefly ol Kuboolas, 
fellows of all casts, whom he had scraped together to 
make up a gang for this expedition, and we insisted upon 
his sending thirty ol tl>#» mwpst of them in advance 
from Jokur in the afternoon. There were at least two 
hundred men that night at Jokur on their way back from 
Hindustan to their Regiments ; but we watched the 
treasure bearers closely, and when they set out, we follow¬ 
ed ; and at a bowlee, a mile or two on, we closed in upon 
them and put them to death. We had not been able to 
shake off the other three travellers, and were in conse¬ 
quence obliged to put them to death also, some of the 
bodies were thrown into the bowlee, and the others were 
slightly buried in a field close by.* 

Cliotee claimed a share for that part of their gangs which 
had gone on to Chandore, as well as for that which had 
come with him ; and Ornrow claimed an equal share for 
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a jj (!j 0 thirty Knboolas whom he had consented to send 
on in advance, that they might not by their blunders 
frustrate our designs upon the treasure bearers. After 
a good deal of dispute it was settled that those who were 
actually present, should ali share alike without distinction 
of rank or office ; and that those who belonged to absent 
parties might share what they got with them or not as 
they pleased. According to this arrangement each man 
got of gold one hundred and twenty-five rupees worth. 
Ornrow’s seventy men afterwards shared with the thirty 
Kuboolas ; and Choice's party went and shared what they 
got with the men at Chandore. 

Q .—And you think the Chimmama was sent to you by 
Davey to induce you all to slay and share in this booty l 

Feringeea .—Undoubtedly; every one now admits it, but 
at. the time tliey were all mad ! 

Q. —Why did they not diverge immediately from the 
Maiagow road ? 

Feringeea*— It is all a horrid jangle, and there is 
no road right or left till you get to Maiagow. We bad 
intended to go the straight road to Kopurgow through 
Maiagow. 

Q .—Who were the three travellers that, joined you ? 

Feringeea.-—Two were weavers, and one a dawk hue- 
cara. 

Q. —How was the Dhoree affair managed l 

Feringeea. —We were a gang of about one hundred and 
fifty Thugs from Hindostan—in the month of January, 
1829 near Chopra, on the bank of the Taptee river, under 
Jvhoseeala, alias Ryraoo, executed afterwards at Dhaleea 
in Kandeish, Bhujjoo, executed at Saugor 1832, and 
Persaud Musahnan, executed at Indore 1829, when the 
seven treasure bearers came up on their way from Bom¬ 
bay to Indore. We followed them with a select party 
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from all the gangs on to Dhoree, anti thence through the 
Dholeebaree pass, where they spoke with Dusrut Naek, 
the officer of the police guard, stationed at, that pass. 
While they rested here, one of the seven, without our 
scouts perceiving it, went on in advance towards Godur* 
ghat, which is about four cose distant. When they had 
left the guard we continued to follow, and on passing the 
guard we were questioned by Dusrut Naek, and we told 
him that we were Government servants on our way home 
on furlough. About halfway between this pass and Godur- 
ghat we came up with the treasure bearers, and strangled 
them; but to our surprise we found only six instead of 
seven. Heera and three others were instantly sent on 
after the other but they could not find him, and we 
hastily threw the bodies into a nalah and made oft* with the 
booty. 

The man who had gone on in advance, finding that his 
companions did not come up so soon as he expected, 
returned to look after them, and met a travel!'”' - 1 *''*** 

him that he had seen some dead bodies in a nalah by the 
side of the road ; going to the place described he found 
that they were the bodies of his companions, and reported 
the circumstance to Dusrut Naek, who sent information 
to Captain Hodges, the acting Magistrate in Kandetsh, 
and set out with all his men in pursuit of us. Captain 
lfodges with his mounted police, succeeded in seizing- 
thirteen or fourteen of our party who had separated and 
lost their road in the jangles. They had with them the 
greater part of the booty, which we in consequence lost. 
Of these men four contrived to get released, and the rest 
hvere either hung at Dholeea or sent to the black water. 
Only three of the bags of pearls were brought otf, one by 
Purumua, who honestly shared it on his return with the 
rest of the gang who escaped; and two by Bhujjoo, alias 
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Sooper Sing and Has Sing, who were lately hung at Sau- 
gar> and who could never be prevailed upon to give up 

anv share/* 

q, _When you have a poor traveller with you, or a 

party of travellers who appear to have little property 
about them, and you hear or see a very good omen, do you 
not let them go, in the hope that the virtue of the omen 

will guide you to better prey ? 

Dorgha, M usulman.—Let them go—never, never— 

kubJiee nuheen, kulhee mtheen. 

Nasir, Musulman, of Telingana.—How could we let 
them go ? Is not the good omen the order from Heaven 
to kill them, and would it not be disobedience to let them 
go? If we did not kill them, should we ever get any 
more travellers ? 

Feriugeea, Brahman.—I have known the experiment 
tried with good effect—I have known traveller* who pro¬ 
mised little let go, and the virtue of the omen brought 

Indent, Miisuiu.h.,.—T es, the virtue of the omen re¬ 
mains, and the traveller who has little should be let go, 
for you are sure to get a better. 

Sahib Khan, of Telingana.—IVever! never ! This is 
one of your Hindostanee heresies. You could never 
let him go without losing all the fruits of your expedi¬ 
tion. You might get property, but it could never do 
you any good. No success could result from your 
disobedience. 

Morlee, Rajpoot.—Certainly not! the travellers who 
are in oar hands when we have a good omen must never 
be let go, whether they promise little or much ; the omen 
is unquestionably the order, as Nasir says. 
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Nasir .—'The idea of securing the good will of Daveij 
by disobeying her order is quite monstrous. We Duckun 
Thugs do not understand how you got hold of it. Our 
ancestors were never guilty of such folly. 

Fennijeea.— You do not mean to say that we of Mur- 
nae and Sindouse were not as well instructed as you of 
Teliugana I 

Nasir and Sahib Khan.—We only mean to say that 
you have clearly mistaken the nature oi a good omen m 
this case. It is the order of Daveij to take what she has 
put in our way: at least so we, in the JDuckun, under¬ 
stand if.. 

iq—H ow did you ussuragG IIig Shikarpore affair. 

Inamt.— gang consisted of one hundred and 

furputy-rfi v r e Thugs under— 

Noor Khan. Jinng* this year at Jubulpore. 

Bhudae, lately aritrsu^ jwu*n. 

Gholab Khan, hung at Saugor 183:2. 

Hyput, approver. 

Other Jemadars and myself were encamped in the 
o-rove near the town of Sehora in this, the Jubulpore 
district in March, 1816, when the Resident ofNagpore 
passed on his way from Nagpore to Rundelonud * We 
had heard of his approach with a large escort and deter¬ 
mined to join bis party in the hope oi picking up some 
travellers, as in the time of the Pindarics, travellers of 
respectability generally took advantage of such opportu¬ 
nities to travel with greater security. Our gang sepa¬ 
rated into small parties, who mixed themselves up with 
the Resident’s parties at different places along the road, 
without appearing to know any thing of each other ; and 


* This was Major Close on his way from Poona to Gwalior to take 
charge of his office as Resident in 1810-See Appendix G. 


pretended to be like other* glad of the occasion to travel 
securely. When the Resident reached Belebree some of 
our parties stated, that, as the Resident was going 
the western road by Hewab, they had better go tire 
northern by Powae, as there was no longer any danger 
from Pindaries, and, by separating from so large un 
escort, they should get provisions much cheaper ; that 
water was now becoming scarce on the western road, and 
was always made dirty by the elephants and camels. 
Other parties pretended to argue against this, but at last 
to yield to the strong reasons assigned. We had by this 
time become very intimate with a party of travellers from 
Nagpore, consisting of eighteen men, seven women, and 
two boys. They heard our discussions, and declared in 
favor of the plan of separating from the Resident’s party, 
and goimr the northern road through Shikarpore and 
Powae. 

On reaching Shikarpore, three cose this side of Powae, 
wu oont on Kunhey and Mufholee to select a place for 
the murder, and they chose one on the hank of the river 
in an extensive jangle that lay between us and Powae. 
We contrived to make the party moVe off about midnight 
persuading them that it was near morning; ami on reach¬ 
ing the place appointed they were advised to sit down 
and rest themselves. All our parties pretended to be an 
much deceived as themselves with regard to the time ; 
bnt not more than half of the travellers could be pre¬ 
vailed upon to sit down and rest in such a solitude. The 
signal was given, and all, except the two boys, were 
seized and strangled by the people who bad been ap¬ 
pointed for the purpose, and were now at their posts 
rtadj- for action. The boys were taken by .Towahir and 
Ivehree, who intended to adopt them as their sons ; and 
the bodies of the twenty-five persons were all thrown 
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into a ditch, and covered over with earth and hashes. 
On seeing the bodies thrown into the ditch, Jowahir’s 
boy began to cry bitterly ; and finding it impossible to 
pacify him or to keep him quiet, Jowahir took him by the 
legs, dashed out his brains against, a stone, and left him 
lying on the ground, while the rest were busily occupied 
in collecting the booty. Going on to Powae we pur¬ 
chased five rupees worth of sugar to celebrate this event; 
and without halting we went on to the village of Chou- 
mooka in Punna. After resting till midnight we went 
on to Tigura, in Jytpore, where we ate the sugar, and 
then set out the same day for Huttah. 

A fisherman going to the river to fish, soon after we 
had left the scene of the murders, found the body of the 
boy lying by the stone against which his head had been 
beaten; and he gave information to Thakur Burjore 
Sing of Powae, who proceeded to the place with some of 
bis followers, and discovered all the other bodies lying in 
the ditch. He collected all the ir>eu he could, and fol¬ 
lowing our traces which were still fresh, he came up 
with us as we were washing ourselves in a stream within 
the boundaries of the village of Tigura. We formed 
ourselves into a compact body, and retired upon the vil¬ 
lage of Tigura. The Thakur repeatedly charged in upon 
us” and seeing Hyput Jemadar pierced through the chest 
with a spear, and Bhugwan receive a sabre cut in the 
face, we dispersed and made for the village of Tigura in 
the best way we could. The villagers all came to our 
support, and defended us against the Thakur; but he 
had already seeured Husun Khan, who alter wards died 
at home— Imam Bnksh alias Kosnla, who was hung 
in Kandeish in 1829—Shntnshera who was hung at 
Saugor in 1832—and Bahadera who is now in service at 
Hingolee, 
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The Tig-ura people tempted by the promise of part of our 
booty protected us ail that day and night; and in the morn¬ 
ing* escorted us to Simareea, where a promise o fill the booty 
that we had left, secured us a safe retreat till the pursuit 
was over in spite of all that the Thakur could sav or do. 

The Thakur took all his prisoners to the Governor 
Generals Agent, Mr. Wanehope, before whom Kahadera 
confessed, and stated all the circumstances as they occur¬ 
red; but being afterwards told that it was the practice of 
the English to hang all who confessed, and to release all 
who denied, be soon denied stoutly all that lie had said, 
and pretended to know nothing at all about the murders; 
and being made over to the Magistrate they were all re¬ 
leased for want of evidence. Ram Bnksh Tombolee 
came from Nagpore to the Agent, Mr. Wauchope, in the 
hope of recovering his child, who was the boy that was 
killed by Jowahir.^ 

& —WTiat became of Jowahir? 

Indent*-—He was tlw* Jowahir Kusbatee the Rralarmn, 
who was hung at Saugor 1832. He had settled on the 
Nurhudda river. 

Q ,—What became ofKehree? 

Irkumt*—~ Kehree was the father of Sewg, approver, and 
he was hung at Jubulpore in 1831. He named the 
boy Gunesha, and kept him at home to look after hk 
cattle. Kehree’s widow is now here with her son Sewa ; 
and 1 heard her some time ago lamenting the death of 
Gunesha, and performing funeral ceremonies. The boy 
was a Brahman and died at Kehree’s home. 

Q,.—Where is Bahadera? 

inaent* —The last time I saw him was about ten years 
ago when he was a Sipahee in the 1st Battalion of a Bri~ 

ifcis ia ail strictly true.—See Appendix G, 
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gade of five Battalions at Anrtragabad. He had given np 
Thuggee, and jaever, that we know of, returned to it; but 
he was still ourfriend. w 

Q .—You told Mr, Johnstone the traveller, while he 
was at Saugor, that the operations of your trade were to 
be seen in the caves of Ellora ? 

Feringeea .—All ! Every one of the operations is to be 
seen there: in one place you see men strangling: in 
another burying the bodies: in another carrying them 
otT to the graves. There is not an operation in Thuggee 
that is not o^ltinued in the caves of Ellora. 

JJorgha .—In those caves are to be seen the operations 
of every trade in the world. 

Chot.ee .—Whenever we passed near, we used to go and 
see these caves. Every man will there find his trade 
described however secret he may think it; and they were 
all made in one night. 

Q.—Does any person beside yourselves consider that 
any of these figures represent Thugs ? 

Feringeea .—No body else ; but all Thugs know that 
they do. We never told any body else what we thought 
about them. Every body there can see the secret opera¬ 
tions of his trade, but he does not tell others of them : and 
no other person can understand what they mean. They 
are the works of God. No human hands were employed 
upon them. That every body admits. 

Q,—What particular operations are there described iu 
figures ? 

Sahib Khan .—I have seen the Sctha (inveigler) sit¬ 
ting upon the same carpet with the traveller, and in close 
conversation with him, just as we are when we are worm¬ 
ing out their secrets. In another place the strangler has 
got his roomal over his neck, and is strangling him j 
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while another, the Chnmocbee, is holding him by the Jeffs 
These are the only two operations that X have seen de- 

scribed. 

Nasir.^' These I have also seen, and there is no mis- 
faking* them. The Chumochee has close hold of the legs, 
and is pulling at them thus, while the Bhurtote is tight¬ 
ening the roomal round his neck, thus! 

Q .—Have you seen no others ? 

Feringeea >—1 have seen these two, and also the Lughas 
carrying away the bodies to the grave, in this manner , 
and the sextons digging the gravfe WUt* tW adored pick¬ 
axe: all is done just as if we had ourselves done it * 
nothing could be more exact. 

Q .—And who do you think could have executed this 
work ? 

Feringeea* —It could not have been done by Thugs,, 
because they would never have exposed the secrets of 
their trade; and no other human being could have done 
it. It must be the work of the Gods : human hands could 
never have performed it. 

Q .—And supposing so, you go and worship it? 

Sahib Khan. —No. W e go to gratify curiosity, and not 
to worship : we look upon it as a Mausoleum, a collection 
of curious figures cut by some Demons, who knew the 
secrets of all mankind, and amused themselves herein 
describing them. 

Hurnagm .—We Hindoos go for the same purpose. 
We never go to worship. We consider it as a Pantheon 
of unknown Gods. 

Q ,—Relate the circumstances of the Gbaleesroob 
affair? 

Kuleean Sing. —In the year that Mr. Jenkins went as 
Resident to Nagpore through Benares and Sumbulpore, 
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this affair took place. He had just encamped near the 
Seetabuldee hill when we passed through Nagpore. 
(February, 1807.) I 

Dorghtt .—The roads from theDuekun across the Nnr- 
budda, had become so unsafe from the Piadaries that all 
travellers from Poona, Hyderabad, and Nagpore, going 
towards the Ganges, went by way of Surgooja and Sum- 
bulpore ; and several of our gangs that went from Buadel- 
cundand the Dooabto that road came back with immense 
booty for several years. In the rains preceding this 
affair it was determined that all the gangs should take 
that direction ; and we accordingly set out. There were 
more than forty Jemadars of note ; among them Bukshee 
Jemadar, whose head .Doctor Spry sent to England, and 
Ghasee Subahdar ; and many others of equal note. We 
set out from our respective homes after the Dushera in 
October, (1806) passed through Mirzapore, in order to 
make our votive offerings at the temple of Dcivey at 
Bindachui, and rendezvoused at Ruttnnpore in the Sur- 
gooja distriot, where we were assembled above six hun¬ 
dred Thugs. From Ruttunpore wa went to Tukutpore, 
where we murdered a good many travellers who took up 
their quarters in our several places of encampment. All 
pretended to have been on furlough and to be returning 
from Hiadostan to different armies in the Duckun, with 
some of our relations and friends as young recruits. On 
the third day a female of rank came up. Her husband 
had been an officer in the Nagpore service, and being 
left a widow by his death at Nagpore, she was on her 
way home to his friends with her deceased husband’s 
brother. She occupied a tent, and was accompanied by 
a slave girl, and had twelve armed men as a guard. She 
left Tukutpore the morning after her arrival, and was fol¬ 
lowed by a detachment from every one of our gangs, 
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making a party of one hundred and sixty Thugs, under 
some of our best leaders. For several days they follow¬ 
ed them without finding a convenient opportunity of 
disposing of them, till they reached the village of Choora, 
between which place and the village of Sutrunja the road 
passed through an extensive jungle, without a village on 
either side for many miles. Leaving this place in the 
morning they put the whole party to death, and buried 
their bodies iu a ualah. | did not go with this party. 

When they set out after the widow, we all proceeded 
towards Nagpore; and on reaching Lahnjee, a party of 
sixty Thugs remained there, while the rest went oti 
towards Nagpore. I remained with the sixty at Lahnjee, 
and two days after the main body had left us, a party of 
forty travellers came up ou their way to the Ganges; 
thirty-one men, seven women, and two girls. The 
greater part of these people were from Ellichpore; the 
rest from Nagpore. Our Jemadars soon became intimate 
with the principal men of this party, pretended to be 
going to the same parts of India, and won their confi¬ 
dence; and the next day we set out with them, and iu 
four days reached Ruttunpore, where we met the party 
of one hundred and sixty Thugs returning after the 
murdef of the widow and her party. They did not, 
however, appear to be known to us. Soon after, two 
hundred of the main body, who had gone on towards 
Nagpore from Lahnjee, came up, having heard of the 
forty travellers soou after tliej' left us; and all pretended 
to be going the same road, without appearing to have 
any acquaintance with each other. It was, however, 
agreed that sixty, of the one hundred and sixty, should 
go on and rejoin the party who had proceeded to Nag¬ 
pore, leaving three hundred and sixty to dispose of lias 
party. 
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F rom Ruttunpor.e, we proceeded with, the party of <r:t 
veilers to the village of Choora* whence we seat on 
people to select a proper place for the murder* They 
chose oik? mt far from that in which the widow and her 
party had hem put to death. Durroo and b he era were 
sent on to the village of Sutrunja to see that all was clear 
in front; and ibout a watch and half before daylight we 
set out with tht travellers, leaving scouts behind to see 
that we were not nterrupted from the rear. By the time 
we reached the appointed place the Bhurtotes and Shum- 
sceas had all on s>me pretext or other got close by the 
of the whom they were appointed to strangle ; 

•and i/*« reaching* uiv.. 4 .me ^nal was given in several 
places at the same time, and tW*ty-eight ou ( 0 f forty we*c 
seized and strangled. The dau^Urer . r Q nma Tewarree 
was a very handsome young woman, and ruuoW.i. 
of our Jemadars, wished to preserve her as a wife for his 
son JBukholee. But when she saw her mother and father 
strangled, she screamed, and beat her head against the 
stony*ground, and tried to kill herself. Pumdrnm tried 
in vain to quiet her, and promised to take great care of 
her. and marry her to his own son who would be a great 
chief; but all was iu vain. She continued to scream, 
and at last Punchmn put the rooruul round her neck 
and strangled her. The widow of Altie’s brother was 
strangled, but her daughter, a girl about three years ot 
ace, was preserved by Kosul Jemadar, who married her 
to his own son Hunnee llae Brahman, by whom she had 
two sons, one of whom is still living, and about ten or 
eleven years of age. Since the death of Kosul and 
Hunnee Rae she has lived with her husband’s mother. 

We buried all the bodies in a nalah, and got property 
to the value of about seventeen thousand rupees, which 
we took on with us and divided at Sutrunja. After this 
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affair wc returned home through Bevah 8®d Chitterkpte, 
the place where we had murdered the sixty persons at 
one time about two years before. The widow of Hunnee 
jiao often heard, after she grew up, of the Chaleesrooh 
affair in which her mother and uncle were strangled ; and 
she has herself told you all that she knows thout it.* 

Q .—What became of Fuuchnm ? 

Dorghcu—~ Punehum died before we reached home. 

Q. —-Had Punehum any sons ? 

Jnaent .—-Punehum had Cliunderbhin, who died on a 
Thug expedition ; Bhugholee, hung it Gwalior by Jacob 
Sahib; Jowahir who died in G waiter * ^ '-lebhan 

in Kandeish, 1829 —ani M ’‘" . . ,]ied in tUo sr,,1> 

*i«spore jail. 

Q, _^ nc j what became of him ? 

jJoryhfl Kosnl Suhahdar died at his home; be had 
two sons—Ajeeta who was transported from Sanger, 
1832, and Rawut Rae who died last year in the Saugor 
jail. 1-Iunnee Rae was the son of his brother, but he had 
adopted him. 

<>.—How long had you given up Thuggee before you 
were seized ? 

Doryha .—Soon after the Moghalanee affair 1821. San- 
gor and all the countries along the Nurbudda through 
which we used to pass in going to the Huckun were taken 
by the Company, and as we were constantly liable to be 
detained and asked a number of questions, I thought I 
hud better give up Thuggee, otherwise l and my children 
might some day get hung or seat to the black water. I 
accordingly entered the service of Bebee Knox, who 

* Tlm 13 al1 a truo tale- The party consisted of the following persons 
fiom I.Uichpore. The names of those who joined thorn on the road X have 
not been able to discover—See Appendix H. 
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resides in the Orderly Bazar at Cawupore, and has some 
thirty-two viliag'es purchased at auctions, and thirteen 
bungalows at that station. I became one of her confi¬ 
dential servants, and was employed in bringing her rents 
from her Native collectors ot the villages. Colonel 
Knox died, I believe at Futtebgur, about the year that 
Saugor was taken, but I never saw him. 1 had served 
her for nearly twelve years when you sent for me, and she 
and all the people bad become attached to me, and you 
know what difficulty you had to get me away. 

q _And during this time you never went on Thuggee? 

Dorgha. —Never. 

Q _But your brother Kohman went, though he was 

in the same service. 

Dorgha. —True he went, but it was very seldom that 
he could be persuaded to join the gangs. He went only 
after long intervals, and was never long absent at a time. 

q _i thought Hindoos never strangled women. 

How came Punchum to strangle this girl ? 

Feringeea. —Punchnm was my mother’s brother, and 
he never strangled her ! 

Q. —.Who did ? 

Feringeea. —I have heard that it was Bhugwan Kachee, 
a slave or disciple of his. 

Putina,— Bat is not the act of the slave the act of the 
master ? and did not Bhugwan strangle her by Punchum’s 
O I* C 'l is T ^ 

Feringeea.— Well, but how was Punchum punished! 
did he not die before he could reach home; and was not 
his son Bughola hung the November following, with 
twenty others, whom Jacob Sahib strung up at Kaiapa- 
haree in Gwalior ? and was not Bhugwan hung with him 
-—and what a horrid death did iiimiuut die; lie was 
eaten alive by the worms ! 
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Dor aha.—X myself saw Puncham strangle the young 
woman. Riutgwan may have assisted. 

Q ,—-How did Jacob Sahib seize and convict this gang { 

Dorgha. —After the Sorgooja affair in the month of 
October, a body of thirty or forty Thugs from Marnae 
and Sindouse, on passing- near Kaiapaharee, murdered 
three men ; and soon after one of the party flogged a boy 
whom he had picked up some where and adopted . the 
boy went oil'to Jacob Sahib, told of the murder, and 
pointed out the bodies ; and be seized them, and hung up 
twenty-one at four different places along the road. 

Ameer Alee. —I was with that party, it was some years 
after the Snrgooja expedition. I forgelthe name of the boy, 
but lie belonged to Buksbee Jemadar, whose head is gone 
to Europe. I was employed to go forward and back with 
messages from the arrested Thugs to their families and 
friends. Large sums were offered to Jacob Sahib for their 
ransom, but he would not let them go: one day I found 
some of them hanging upon trees, and got too much 
frightened to return. 

Q.—You were in the Chitterkole, or as you call it, the 
Surtrooh (sixty soul) affair. Pray tell me what you re¬ 
collect. of i t i 

Dorgha.—A lier the capture of Gawilgur by General 
Wellesley (Duke of Wellington*)' it was restored to the 
Yagpore Rajah, who appointed Ghureeh Sing to the 
command of the Fortress. Anxious to get some good 
soldiers from Hindostan to garrison it, he sent his 
younger brother Ghyan Sing, with a number of followers, 
and a large sum of money, to raise them in the Dude coun¬ 
try and districts between the Ganges and Jumna rivers. 

* Gawilgur was taken December, 1803. This affair must have lahen 

place 1805. See Appendix I, 
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Ghyan Sing and his party passed through Nagpore, 
and came to Jubulpore in the month of Juno, while we 
were there concentrated from the different parts into 
which we had extended our expeditions that season. His 
party consisted of fifty-two men, seven women, and a 
Brahman hoy, then about four years of age. Some of our 
gangs lodged in the town, some in the cantonments, 
nuiuug tl»© troops, and some were encamped at the lank, 
of Adhar, two or three miles from the town on the road' 
to Miraapore. As soon as we heard of the arrival ot this 
party from the Duckun, every party of Thugs deputed 
some of its most respectable members to mix with them 
in the town, and win their confidence. At first they 
tried to separate them into different parties to proceed 
by different roads, but though they had collected together 
at different times and places on the road, it was found 
impossible to separate any part of them from Ghyan 
Sing; and we agreed to unite all onr gangs, and to lead 
the party by the most unfrequented roads till we might 
find a place convenient for the murder of the whole 
at once. 

On reaching Sehora we persuaded them to quit the 
high road through Belehree and Myhere, and take that 
through Chundeea and the old Fort of Bundoogur, which 
leads through very extensive tracts of jungle, and unin¬ 
habited country. We went with them through all this 
country however without finding what we considered a 
fitting time and place, and reached Rewab winning more 
and more upon their confidence every day. From Rewab 
we went, to Simareea, and from that place to a small 
village half way to Chitterkote, called by us the Burwala 
Gow, from a large Bur tree that stood near it. Thence 
we sent on people as usual to select a place for the mur¬ 
der, and they found one about two cose and half distant, 
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in a very extensive jungle, without a human habitation 
for many miles on either side. We persuaded the party to 
set out soon after midnight; and as they went along we ma¬ 
naged to take our appointed places, two Thugs by every 
traveller, and the rest in parties of reserve at different 
intervals along the line, every two managing to keep 
the person they were appointed to kill, in conversation. 
On reaching the place chosen, the sign'd '<*'*» given at 
several different places, beginning with the rear party 
and passing on to that in front; and all were seized and 
strangled except the boy. It was now near morning, 
and too late to admit of the bodies being securely buri¬ 
ed : we made a temporary grave for them in the bed of 
the river, covered them over with sand, and went on with 
the boy and the booty to Chitterkote, intending to send 
back a large party the next night, and have the bodies 
securely buried. The rains had begun to set in, and 
after the murders it rained very heavily all the day. The 
party however went back, but found that the river had 
risen and washed away all the bodies except two or three, 
which they found exposed, and pushed into the stream 
to follow the rest.* 

Q. —What became of the boy ? 

Dorgha. —He was brought up by Mungul Brahmun, 
the brother of Laljoo, and having taken to the trade of 
Thuggee, he was last year sent to the black water 
from Saugor. 

Q .—What became of Mungul and Laljoo ?. 

Durghu. —They both died in a village in Bhopaul 

where they had settled. 

Q —Chotee—You were with the party arrested by 
Major Henley in March 1832, I believe t 


* This is a vers correct statement of the ease—*See Appendix t. 
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' Chotee. —Yes: we bad killed five Sipahees a little on 
this side of Ashta, and having: put them into a tempo¬ 
rary ^rflve, we went on, leaving* nine men to bury them 
securely the next night. They were seized, and a party 
was sent after us. We were all taken—a party of sixty- 
three, and brought to Sehore where we were detained 
some days, and then sent to Mr. Maddock at Saugor. 
He sent us to Mr. Robinson at Cawupore, where we 
were all released immediately.* 

Q .—Were the bodies discovered \ 

Chafe*- _1 believe so, but it. was not for that affair 

that we were arrested. Beclioo and his party had killed 
three months before a Jemadar of Hu rear as, whom the 
Nowab of Bhopaul had sent to escort his gang from 
the city of Bhopaul to Major Henley’s camp. They 
strangled him on the road, and made off, W e could tell 
Major Henley nothing about ibis affair, and he sent us 

out of the country. 

q _Tbakur Persaud was with that gang I believe? 

Thakur Persaud- Yes, I was in that gang with 
Beohoo. We were a party of about forty Thugs, and in the 
city of Bhopal we were taken up by the Nowab’s people 
on suspicion and sent to Major Henley the Agent, who 
lived three stages off at Sehore. He was at the time out on 
his circuit. One Jemadar of Hurcaras was sent with us, 
and at a place about a cose aud half from the village of 
Kuttora he was strangled by Hindoo Abeer Jemadar, who 
was hung at Indore 1829, and his body was thrown into a 
naiah where it lay concealed in the long grass. We went 
on to Sohud, about eighteen cose from Ojeyn, where we 
murdered four people, and got a booty that gave to each 
man a quarter of a seer of gold—it was fifteen years ago. 


* See Appendix L. 
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(l_Were you not of tiie party arrested by Captain 

Waugh at Kotah in the beginning of 1822 ? 

Uurnagur. —Yes, we bad killed two Snraffs at Patun, 
and were forty-four of us arrested in the beginning of 
that year, a day or two after Feringeea’s gang had been 
released with their faces smutted over. Oar affair of the 
SoratTs had not been discovered, and we were arrested 
on the supposition that we were part of his gaDg who had 
been concerned in the murder of the cloth merchants at 
Kunwas. We were made to work on the roads about 
Major Caulfield’s bouse at Kotah for tour years and halt, 
when he ordered as to be released. There were two 
Koeleea Thugs confined with us at the same time—-Imma 
Khan and Soobratee.* 

Q .—What has become of all these forty-four men ? 
Hurnagur. —There are only seven surviving and still 
at large. Some have died, some been hung, some sent to 
the black water, and some are here in prison. Bhimmee 
Jemadar has told Mr. McLeod all about them. He has 
put all their names in a book.J 
10/A July, 1835.— Present, Feringeea Brahmun—and 
Mudar Buksk, Dorgha, Kaem Khan, Musulmans. 

Where did you fall in with the Moghulartee ? 
Feringeea. —My gang consisted of about fifty persons, 
and returning from Joudpore to Chouroo we fell in 
with the Moghulanee. It was the year before Ashraf 
Khan Suhahdar Major and his party were murdered,f 
We carne on to Madhoorajpore, where we fell in with 
the brother of a Kuptan in the Kuroulee Rajah’s ser¬ 
vice, bringing from the Pokkar fair a fine young horse 
for the Rajah. We set out before daylight with him and 

* See Appendix K. 

t Ashraf Kha& wai murdered 1822 , February—Appendix N. 
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his party, put them to death and buried their bodies 
about a cose distant, and came on nine cose to Charsoo. 

Q,—And what became of the young woman ? 

Ferine/tea .—We left her behind as we had no designs 
upon her; but she followed, and lodged in the Surae 
Avhile we encamped on the bank of the Tank. The next 
day we came to Doulutpore, where we lodged with some 
of our Sooseea Thug friends, and the Moghulanee still 
followed, and lodged in the Bazar. Six of our Sooseea 
friends joined ua here, »ad came on with us to Lalsont. 
I had tried to shake off the Moghulanee, but soon after 
our arrival she came up. 

Q .—Where did you fall in with the Mnsulman party ? 

Feringem. —AtLolsont. Baz Khan, Zalim, Bhiounee, 
Dorgha and their gangs, amounting to one hundred and 
twenty-five Thugs, came up from Ameergur. 

Q.—What had you been doing at Ameergur ? 

Dorgha .—We were a large gang on our way from 
Ajmert. Neemuch, and having killed a good many 
people on the way, wc Ameergur with a Musul- 

man traveller, who had joined us during the last stage. 
Two shop-keepers came op from the Mow cantonments 
and lodged in our camp, and about nine o’clock at night 
they were ail three strangled, and their bodies were 
wrapped up like bundles of cloth and taken by five 
Lughas to the Jheel, to the south west corner of the Fort. 
We were encamped on the west side. It was a moon¬ 
light night in March, and some people on the bastion saw 
them, and came down to see what they were about. Two 
out of the five men ran into our camp, and three fled in 
tbc opposite direction. The four men from the Fort, 
without examining the bundles, followed the two men 
into our carnp, and demanded the thieves. They were 
four Meena police men, and they declared that they had 
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seen five men making off with bandies of clothes, and as 
they ran into oar camp they insisted upon our giving 
them up, I addressed those about me in Rumasee and 
proposed to strangle the whole four. Punna approver, 
and Motioo, lately transported, seconded me, and our 
roomals were ready, when the Jemadars said that it could 
be of no use, as others must have seen the Lughas at 
the same time, and we should have them down upon us 
before we could dispose of the bodies. I then told the 
Meenas that I could not believe them unless they showed 
roe the bundles. They offered to do so, and we proceeded 
on hall way to the spot, which gave the gangs time to get 
ready to be off, when I pretended that I was afraid to go 
with them alone, and would go back for my sword, and a 
friend or two. They went on to the bundles, and I re- 
turned to our camp. 'VVe all made off by different roads 
having agreed to re-unite at Chouroo, and travelled ail 
night and all the next day; as we met a Regiment of 
Cavalry soon after leaving camp, on their from 

Ajniere to either Neem^t* *>» mow. We were all re¬ 
united at Chouroo five or six days after, and there we 
rested and divided the booty. Molloo pretended that he 
had thrown away in his flight all the valuables that he got 
from the two shop-keepers; but we suspected him. The 
booty acquired from eight men murdered by our different 
parties in their flight was here divided with what we got 
from the Musulman at Ameergur. 

Q-—But where did yon fall in with Feringeea and the 
Moghul anee \ 

Dorgka .—We fell in with them at Lalsont and came 

on with them to Somp. 

Q —Who were with her ? 

Tiorgha. She had an old female servant, mounted 
upon a pony, one armed man servant, and six bearers for 
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her palankeen. From Somp wo sent on men to select a 
place for the murder, and set oat with her before daylight; 
but the Belba, in the dark, lost the road, and we were try¬ 
ing- to find it when the yoang woman became alarmed, 
and began to reproach us for taking her into the jangle in 
the dark. We told Feringeea to come up and quiet her, 
but dreading that some of her party might make off, the 
signal was given, and they were all strangled. 

Q, —W hat did you gc* from them X 

Dor glia. —Six hundred rupees worth ofr f 0 P ert y* 

(~j J ....> tijjsp tc-jrjpflarge a g-ang to 

murder a beautiful young woman ! 

Dorgha. —We were very averse to it, and often said 
that we should not get two rupees a piece, and that she 
ought to be let go; but Feringeea insisted upon our 
taking her. 

Q.—How did you advise the murder of a young 
Woman like this X 

Feringeea. —It was her fate to die by our hands. I 
had several times tried to shake them off before we met 
the Musulmans, and when we came to £,alsont I told 
her that she must go on as I had joined some old friends, 
aud should be delayed. She then told me that I must 
go to her home with her near Agra, or she would get 
me into trouble ; and being a Brahmun while she was a 
Musulman, I was afraid that I should be accused of 
improper intercourse, and turned out of cast. 

Q .—But you might have gone another road X 
Dorgha.- —He could not, as he had before told her that 
he was going to her village of Ateer near Agra; and had 
he left her, she might have suspected us and got us all 
seized as bad characters. Khoda Baksh was placed by 
her as Sotha, and she told him that the young Subahdar, 
meaning Feringeea, should go to her home with her. 

Q. —Why did she call him Subahdar X 
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Darght.-— W e all called him Subabdar at that time, 
because his cousin, Annan, was one of our Subahdars; 
and because he was a handsome young man, and looked 
like a man of rank, which was useful to us. 

Q.—Had any thing improper taken place between him 
anti the young woman ? 

Bnrgha .—Certainly not, or we could never have killed 
h«r; but he had a good deal of conversation with her, 
and sut had taken a great fancy to him. She was very 
fair and be^tifal, and we should never have killed her 
had he not urgec. I13 t° An »» Ifhcrin Rnlcsl» robo died 
lately ia the Saugor jail, and whose brother Rostum is 
with Mr. Wilson, told us that we must either kill her or 
let Feringeea go on with her. He would not consent to 
this, and we agreed to kill her. 

Q.—Who strangled her? 

Dorgha. —Madar Bnksb, while Khoda Euksli held her 
down, and Feringeea assisted in pulling her from her 
palankeen. 

Feringeea. —Dorgha knows this to bo false and that 1 
was notin sight at the time. 

Dorgha. — 1 know we called you to pacify her when 
she got alarmed, and I think I saw you assisting. 

Q.~— Did you strangle the young woman ? 

Madar Buksh.— I did. 

Q,—Did Feringeea assist l 

Madar Buksh .—No. 

Q .—You were then a young man, and she was a beau¬ 
tiful young woman ; had you no pity ? 

Madar Buksh. —I had, but, l had undertaken the duty, 
and we must ail have food. I had never known any other 

means of gaining it. 

Feringeea. —We all feel pity sometimes, but the goor 
oi the Tuponee changes our nature. It would change the 
nature of a horse. 'Let any man once taste of that goor, 


and he will 
and have all 


be a Thug though be know 
the wealth la the world. I 


all the trades 
never wanted 


food ; my mother’s family was opulent, her relations high 
in office. I have been high in office myself, and became 
So great a favorite wherever I went that I was sore of 
promotion: yet I was always miserable while absent from 
my gang, and obliged to return to Thuggee. My lather 
made me taste of that fatal goor when I was yet a mere 
boy; and if I were to live a thousand years T should 

never be able to follow any other imAo. 

Q _ yua near any thing about the bodies and the 

men from the Fort of Ameergur i 

.Dorr/Jia.~*-We heard afterwards from travellers that 
they were taken to Neemuch, and charged themselves 
with the murder and punished. 

Q.—And you went after this into service at Cawnpore ? 
i Dorgha. Yes—I took lands at rent in the village of 
the Bebee and entered her service. 

Q ,.—Who was this Moghulanee whom yon killed ? 
Ferinffeea.— She had belonged to the family of Akoo 
Meean, the brother of Now ah Ameer Khan, but havinf 
eloped she went lu tl. c Neemuch cantonments, -~ 1<:GCQ 
she was now on her way to the village of iteer aear 


Q.—Yon, Kaem Khan, were with Rostum and Khoda 
Buksh in the Dhosa affair. Relate vhat you recollect of it 1 
Kaem Khan .—We were on our Wry from Maclho*raj- 
pore to Gwalior— a gang of about forty That* ln 
month of March, ten years ago—when w<- ,eU » Wlth 
Bunsedal, the son of Bliujunlat, the l> wal ol S< '! nir - 
He was a lad of about, seventeen yea s 
with him two Brahmans, one Rajpoot Sepahee and a 
servant of the Jat cast, and was going to Rewaree to 
fetch his bride. One of the Brahmans htd come from 
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Bewares to accompany him. They came and took op 
their quarters in the same Stirae with us, and we pre¬ 
tended to be going the same road. The next morning we 
went on with them to Lolsont, where we again lodged 
together in the Some of Kosul Bhoteeara. The following 
day we went on to Ranignr with them, and thence Bhikka 
Jemadar went on to select a place for the murder, but 
he came back, withoal finding one that pleased him, and 
the day after we went on together to Dhosa. We had 
now become very intimate with the boy and his party, 
who told U3 all their secrets. Ttie noy in the shop 

of a Buneea who had been long in league with us, while 
we lodged in the Surae at Dhosa, and in the alter no on 
Bhikka went on again to select a bele. He chose one in 
the bed of a Nalah a cose and half distant, and the five 
stranglers having been appointed, we set out with the boy 
uud his party long before daylight the next morning. On 
reaching the place appointed they were persuaded to sit 
down and rest themselves. The boy sat with one of the 
Brahmans upon a carpet that we had spread for him, and 
*he other three attendants sat down upon the sand at a 
little v-'qmnce from them. A dUumaecu took his seat, by 
the side o- eac b of the five, and the Bhuriotes stood each 
behind his in*. nc l e d victim. The signal was given by 
Bostum Khan, and all rive were immediately strangled, 
the boy himself by Bbuka Jemadar, who is still at large, 
’while his hands were held by his brother Chanda. The 
bodies , vere buried in the bed of the Nalab. While they 
were strang[ B g them, the fine mare on which the youth 
rode ran oil, w hile ve were engaged in recovering her, 
Chunda made or. w ith a nirse of Gold Mohurs, which he 
found in the boy’s , a j st land. 

Q. Did you not return to Dhoosasoon after and heard 
the boys fneads searchmgf or him? 
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Kaem Khan. —Yes; we name back to Dhoosa some 
time after and beard from oar frieuds the shop-keepers, 
that the bodies had been dug- up by Jackals, and that the 
friends of the murdered youth were then at Dhoosa 
enquiring about him. Going-to the Surae we found the 
uncle of the youth sitting on a Chubootra in front of the 
door, weeping and lamenting the loss of his nephew. 

Q .— Bid not the father die of grief soon after? 

Kaem Khan* —Ties. He could never be persuaded to 
eat any thing- after he learnt the fate of his only son, aud 
soon died. This we afterwards learned from the people of 
Sooper who still recollect the circumstance of the loss of 
the son and death of the old Colwal. # 

Present Thukoree, Feringeea, Dorgha, Inaent, 
Lalmun, Kharudee, Nundun, 

Q .—You were I believe, Thukoree, among the Thugs 
arrested after the murder of Lieut. Monsell in the end of 
1812 ? 

Thukoree Almr. — l was and we were kept in prison 
thirteen months and horribly maltreated. 

W liat i )| •*i rt • - il 'irOUt yOil , 

Thukoree .—To get money from us. 

Q .—Then those who paid were of course well treated 
and released ? 

Thukoree .—Not so ; those who could not pay were 
beaten in tho hopes that their friends would in time pay ; 
and those who paid, were beaten in the hopes that their 
friends would be made in time to pay more. 

Q.—1 understand that some forty Thugs died from the 
beating, and confinement ? 

* See Appendix M.~All that is here stated is strictly true. 
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Thukoree. —No ; not from the beatings forty or more 
died, but they were all killed hv a great Demon that 
every night visited our prison and kitted or tortured 

some one.; . 

4//.,—Yes ; that Demon is welt remembered to this day, 
we have aii heard him a hundred times described by the 
survivors. 

Thukoree. —I saw him only once myself. I was awake 
yrhile all the rest were asleep ; he came in at the door, and 
seemed to swell as he came in till his head touched 
roof, aad the roof was very high, and his bulk became 
enormous. I prostrated myself, and told him that he 
“ was oar Purmesur, (Great God) and we poor uelpless 
“ mortals depending entirely upon his will.” This pleased 
him, and he passed by me; but took such a grasp at tire 
man Mungulqe, who slept by my side, that he was seized 
w.th spasms all over from the nape of the neck to the sole 
of his tool. 

Q —-Was this the way they all died ? 

ThuJcoreo —Yes; this was his mode of annoying them, 
add but few survived. They all died like Mungulee. They 
had rheumatic pains and spasms all over, and the prison 
was for a long time visited by 

Q.—Was it in the cold and rainy season 2 

Thukoree. —We were in more than a whole year, but 
this spirit came most often in the cold and rainy weather. 

Q .—"Who seized you ' 

Thukoree. —We were seized by Kotnere and Pnhar, 
Kuchwahm , and Du reear the Rathore, Zumeendars. 

Ferinueea.- -Yes ; and not a soul of their families are 
now left to pour the libation at their funeral obsequies 
Thukoree. —Yes; they were severely punished after¬ 
wards for giving us so much annoyance, 

Q .—By whom X ■■ 


Thukoree. —By Davey. 

Q.—How many were yon ? ^ 

Thukoree .—We were one hundred raid thirty-three 
seized, at the requisition of the Mynporee Magistrate, 
who might have had the whole if ho liked, but he wanted 
only four, raid four were sent to him; but the only evi¬ 
dence against them was Annin, the hither of Birjee, who 
died here in jail after the Lncknadown murders, and he 
became so much frightened that he let the cup of Ganges 
water fail out of his hands before the Magistrate, who 
did not in consequence believe hi in; and they were all 
four released, though they were all present at the murder 
of Lieutenant Monsell. One was Ruttee Ram, who was 
lmng at Indore 1829, and for whom you paid a thousand 
rupees i Bukut hung at Saugor 1832; Deena, the father 
ol Munohur, approver, and Hurnam a Zumeendar of 
Murnoc. 139 w@rc> v e pt i tl confinement, and for each of 
these men 1—9 tupees wo^ taken. They got above 
teen thousand rupees. ( | m)1cSwr i were 

paid to the Subah of Nodha Rae Sing, Havildar. The 
very day that the money was paid into his Treasury, his 
son and a fine horse of his died, and he was himself taken 
ill. lie was summoned to Gwalior, and when he offered 
the money to Douiut Rae Scindheea, the Bala Bae, the 
daughter of Madhajee Scindheea, whom he used to consult 
on alt public affairs, told him that her father owed bis death 
to the execution of some of these strange people at 
Mathura; and that he bad better not meddle with the 
money that Rae Sing had so foolishly extorted from them '■ 
that it was money acquired by murder, and that those 
who got it seemed to be under some supernatural Influ¬ 
ence. Douiut Rae told Rae Sing to give »way all tho 
money in charity, and release the survived. He did so, 
but it was too late—his sickness and misery continued 
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ant | he died, Doulut Rae was the adopted son of 
Madhajee Scifldlieea; Bala Bae was his real daughter, 
and a very wise and good women, 

Q .—What made you all go to Nodha? 

Thukoree.— Mr. Balked attacked our villages, and 
after lieutenant Monsell had been killed, we did not 
think ourselves any longer safe. Amaa Sing, called the 
Raw Sahib, was the chief of Nodha, and he would have 
protected us, as there bad been a compact between us 
and his family ; hat he had been removed, and Rae Sing 
sent us the AmiL 

Q _What were the villages you occupied in Sindouse, 

and. Muroae? 

QFoccupied sixteen out of the bfty-two 
villages of Sursaedhar, and the sixteen villages oC Sin- 
do use, most of which we formed and people- All these 
villages are situated in the Delta ** on ^ t ^ e 

Koharee rivers, near wehre they J°* n au ^ ^ ow together 
luio u>„ -Tnmna. # 

o._~ WliPnr.e did you come to occupy these villages ? 
Thukoree. —The Eursotes and some other of the ori¬ 
ginal Mahommadau clans, after trying to establish them¬ 
selves at Agra, came to Akoopore in the Dooab, and 
were protected in their vocations for forty years by the 
Gour Rajah; but he demanding too great a share of the 
booty, they left his country, and came to 11 immutporo ob 
the bank of Jumna, and took up their abode under the 
protection of the Sengur Raja J ugguramun Sa, from whom 
the fort and town of JoggniomUBpore derive their name.'}’ 

* See Appendix O. 

\ Vrorr* Jn^giinQmun Sa there have bees, it is said, Peru or Pertab Sa 
ibis son, Someth Sa, son of Pern Sa, Rutuu Sa, son of Somere Sa, 
Rukut, so a of Rut^ and Muhepat Sa, son of Rukut—the present Ra¬ 
jah, who holds his estate under the Rajah of Jhalone* 
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He became in time too exorbitant in his demands 
for a share of the booty, and family after family left 
Ins territory, and established themselves in the Pur- 
heear, on Sindonse purguna—some occupying old, and 
some forming new villages, and in time they con¬ 
stituted the entire population oi the greater part, culti¬ 
vating all the lands themselves, and extending their 
expeditions annually into distant countries. At all these 
different seats the old clans made new converts from all 
casts of Hindoos, Brahmas*, Rajpoots, Cowherds, 
Shepherds, and others. 

Feringeea .—My ancestors were not among the people 
who came this way to Sindonse. The Fort of Sursae 
was held by Rajahs of the Meoo cast, whence the term 
If ewatee. The Rrahmuns of the village of Tehngoor serv¬ 
ed them as household priests ; and when one of these Meoo 
Rajahs went to wait upon the Emperor at Delhi, some 
of these Brahmans accompanied him, and there they 
were initiated in the mysteries of Thuggee; and on their 
return they introduced it among their friends at Muraae 
and other places in the Snrsae or Omuree purguna. 
Our great progenitors Seeatn and Asa went to Muraae 
to seek employment about seven generations ago, and 
were there married into the Tebngooreea families, and 
became initiated in the mysteries of Thuggee, and from 
that time it has descended without interruption in the 
family. Every male as he became of age, became a Thug, 
this true Kharndee. 

Kharndee and Nundun.— This has been believed ever 
since we can remember, and the Kusbatee and Porasur 
Brabmuns in the same way married into JLeimgoojeea 
and Kunouj families, and became Thugs like themselves. 

Thakoree. _The Tehngooreeas and Kunouj Brah¬ 

mans did not certainly come with the emigrants irons 


Agra. They were in Sarsae long before, but how they 

got there I know not. 

Feringeea .—There was a Rajah of Kuehwaha who has 
since became a god. His image is still worshipped in our 
village of Murnae. He was the Rajah of Lahae, and bad 
three sons Ituttnn Sing, Anoord Sing, and Mebngoo. 
Mehngoo came to Roragow, one of the fifty-two villages of 
Sarsae, and having invited ail the Iffeoo chiefs to a feast 
he got them all put to death, and established him self as 
Hajah, and from that time it became a Kuehwaha Rajpoot 
Raj. The Tehogoor Brahmans served them as they had 
served the Meoo Rajahs as household priests. 11 titan 
Sing reigned over Lalac Mehngoo, over Sarsae, and the 
third brother over Amaen. 

Q-~How came the tax of 24 rupees 8 anas to be first 
imposed upon y on ? 

Thnkoree.— Thugs had always been obliged to make 
occasional presents to the chiefs and heads 01 villages 
under whose protection they resided, but there was never 
any fixed rate of payment. The handsomest horse, sword 
or ornament, that they got in an expedition was com¬ 
monly reserved for the most powerful patron of the order. 
At last two of the ancestors of Feririgeea, Eiirroulee 
and Rae Sing, in an expedition to the south across the 
Kurbudda river got a booty worth some hundred and 
forty thousand rupees. Rae Sing had secreted one of 
the diamonds which weighed a rupee, and in the division 
oi the spoil on their return home a quarrel ensued. In 
his rage Rae Sing said to llirroulee, “that a man who 

could not keep his mother from the embraces of a 
‘ tanner of hides might be contented with what others 
u c ^ se to gi ve him.” Hirroulee had no arms on, but 
calling upon bis friend Telokee Rajpoot for vengeance, 
40 stabbed Rae Sing in the belly with his spear, His 
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bowels burst out, but we got a silver plate applied to tbo 
wound and Rae Sing recovered ; but was for a long time 
obliged to wear the silver plate. Rae Sing went to the 
Rana of Gohnd, from whom be got the farm of tbe customs 
for one hundred and thirty thousand rupees a year, and the 
farm of the purguna of Omree or Sursae at. sixty thou¬ 
sand. He induced the chief of Goliad to invade Sindouse, 
which was burned to the ground, and from that time the 
Thug families were made to pay every three years a tax of 
twenty-five rupees each. Rae Sing sold the large diamond 
afterwards for sixty-five thousand rupees; and the rest 
of the booty was estimated at sixty-seven thousand. 

Hirroulee went off to the Rajah of Rampora Kuleean 
Sing, and gave him a present of four thousand rupees to 
espouse his quarrel. He got in return the village of Koor- 
cha, granted in rent-free tenure, and built there a fine well 
that still goes by his name. 

q. _.And had Hirroulee’s mother gone off with the 

Chumar ? 

Fcringeea. - -It is too true; she went off with the 
Chumar, and that crime has accelerated the ruin of our 

family. 

q _When were the Sonars murdered at Murnae . 

Dorgha. —When Rae Sing and Hirroulee brought 
home the great booty, they sent Dorgha and another 
Sonar as usual to fetch merchants from Oude to buy it. 
They came with two merchants and bought a good deal, 
but Hirroulee’s wife wanted to see how we killed people 
as she had heard a good deal about it, and they were all 
four strangled for her entertainment I have heard. 

Lalmwn _Not so; I was present on that occasion; 

Hirroulee had been dead some time, when the Sonars and 
two merchants came to buy some ot her jewels, which 
Hirroulee had secreted. They said they had ready money 
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in order to tempt her to sell them cheap, and the widow 
persuaded some of her friends to kill them. They were 
strangled and buried, but instead of seven thousand 
rupees, which the widow expected, we got only seven 
hundred. The families of the Sonars made a great noise 
when they could not be found. Kuleean Sing* Rajah, of 
Rampoora, came, and found the bodies, plundered the 
widow and turned her out naked, and levied a fine from 
all, saying that now we had began to murder at home as 
well as abroad, we were no longer deserving of favor. 

Inaent *—I saw the widow afterwards begging her way 
through Saugor, and she died of starvation at Sehwas in 
Bhopaul. 

Thukoree .—When Sursae and Sindouse came under 
Gwalior, the Gwalior amil continued to levy the tax upon 
the Thugs through Laljoo Choudhuree the Zumeendar. 
He divided them all into families, and each family was 
rated at 24 rupees 8 annas every three years, upon which 
he as collector, got a percentage. But in his accounts 
rendered to the amil he inserted, as one family under the 
ostensible head, many branches who had separated and 
from whom he levied the tax separately. He therefore 
collected a great deal more than he accounted for. Laljoo 
after the murder of Lieut. Monsell, was imprisoned in the 
Bareilly jail, and was succeeded in the Zumeendaree of 
Sindouse by his son Suntokerae, The purguna of Sindouse 
came under the Company's Government, but that of Sur~ 
sea continued under Gwalior.!* 

Sheikh Inaent .—After the attack of Mr. Halhed we 
thought that part of the country very unsafe, and a great 
many came off to Bandelcuud, and the Bhopaui and 
Nurimdda districts. 


• See Appendix O. 
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Present Tnaent, Dibbct, Mihrlan, Bheehm Khan 
and others. 

Q.—Tel! me all you recollect about the expedition in 
which you were seized, Inaeut l T" 

Sheikh Jnaeni .—After the Dnsehra of 1829 several 
gangs united from different points ntthe village of Kohpa, 
between Jubulpore and Banda, about forty from the dis¬ 
tricts of Futtehgur and Cawnpore under Itambuksh, 
Mihrban and others, twelve under Bhola Buneea from 
Jhalone, and twenty-live under myself from Jhansee. 
We intended to operate that season upon the great road 
from Mirzapore to Jubulpore, and strike off to that 
between Saugor and Calpee when necessary. We came 
on to Shahnagur, and there leaving the main body I came 
on with Rambuksh, Bhola, and fifteen other Thugs to the 
village of Pureyna to search for Bunij. Here we met 
two shop-keepers, two blacksmiths and a Mnsulunm 
trooper, on their way from the Ducknn to the llooab ; 
and having won their confidence in the usual manner we 
sent them°oh to our friends with four of our party, and a 
message to sav that they would find them worth taking ; 
at night we rejoined the main body and found Dibba 
Jenmdar entertaining the travellers. We set out the next 
morning intending to put them to death on the road to 
Biseynee, but we found so many parties of Brinjaras 
encamped and moving along that road that, we could not 
manage it. The next morning we went on with them 
from Biseynee, and at a nalah in the jungle three cose 
distant we killed them at about eight o’clock in the 
morning. The bodies were buried under some stones 
where your people afterwards found them. We returned 
through Biseynee to Shahnagur, and thence came iu upon 
the great road to Mirzapore at the village of Sewagunge. 
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In the evening four travellers came up on tlieir way from 
Jubulpore to Banda, and were persuaded to pass the 
night with us on the batik of the tank. We were pre¬ 
paring to go on with them after the third watch with the 
intention of killing them on the road, when we heard the 
| Duheea (the call or cry of the hare) a dreadful omen, and 

w.e let them go on unmolested. 

Soon after f'otu Sipahees of the 73d Regiment, came up 
and sat down at the tire to warm themselves. The 
Regiment was on its march from Jubulpore to Banda, and 
the four Sipahees were a little in advance of it. After 
some conversation they went on, and we prepared to set 
ont, having thrown into the fire some clothes and a choree 
(a painted stick as a badge of office) belonging to the 
trooper whom we had murdered. While we were pre¬ 
paring, the two men whom you had sent on with the 
regiment, Dhun Sing and Donlnt, came up and sat down 
to warm themselves.* We overheard Doulut say to 
Dhun Sing “ this stick and these clothes must have 
belonged to murdered men, and these must be some of our 
old friends, and a large party of them,” and both seemed 
to be alarmed at their situation as they were then alone. 
I made a point of being the last off, and my brother 
Sheikh Chund, who was lately hung, had already mounted 
his horse, and I had my foot in the stirrup when they saw 
part of the advanced guard and immediately made a rush 
at our bridles. We drew our swords but it was too late. 
Chand Khan jumped off his horse and made off, both fell 
upon me, and I was secured. Had Doulut and Dhun 

* Ditnu Slog and Doulut were two approvers whom I got from Mr. 
Maddock at Sehore in 1828, and sent oft' with Lieut. James sleemae, 
of the 7Jd,on his march from Jubulpore to Banda with his Regiment, in 
the hope of meeting with these gangs on the great roads to ftlirzapore. 
1 was then m the civil charge of the District of Jubulpore.—IV. H. S. 
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Sing called out Thugs, the guard might have secured a 
great part of the gang, but they appeared to be panic 
struck, and unable to speak. By this time the Regiment 
came up, and finding some ol'the remains of the trooper s 
clothes on the fire, the European officers found if difficult 
to prevent the Sipahees from bayonetting me on the spot. 

I put on a bold face, and told them that they ought all to 
be ashamed of themselves to allow a native gentleman to 
be thus insulted and maltreated on the high road, and that 
nothing but the. dread of the same ruffianly treatment had 
made my friends Iruu off aud leave me, I had three 
brothers in that gang 5 they were all afterwards taken; 
two have been hung and the third is here. 

q _What did yon do after Sheikh Inaent had been 

taken ? 

Bheekun Khan .—We Mnsulmans of bis gang took the 
road to Biseynee through Belehree ; the Dooab men went 
off on the road to Mirzapore, and Bhola and his party went 
to their homes. While we were resting at a village two 
cose on the other side of Beleheree, in this district, two 
carriers of Gauges water, two tailors and a woman came 
up on their way to Banda, and having rested and taken 
some refreshments with us, they went on in our company 
to Shabnagur, where wo passed the night, and the next 
day we went on together to Biseynee, where we fell in 
with two other travellers on their way to Banda. These 
two men we found so poor that we tried to get rid of them, 
as they might be some obstacle to onr designs upon the 
five, and could yield us nothing. We tried to get off 
without waking them, but in vain; they got up and we 
tried to persuade them that it was two soon for them to 
set out, bnt in vain. We then sent four of our party with 
orders to take them along the high road while we struck 
off on the bye path by which we usually took our victims 
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on that road. They soon after got alarmed, and insisted 
upon being taken to the main body which they had seen 
strike off to the right. The four Thugs were obliged to 
consent, and they soon overtook us. It was now deter¬ 
mined that they also should die, and six of our party were 
desired to attend them and move on a little faster than the 
main body to the nalah in the jungle, where we usually 
killed people. We slackened our pace, and as soon as 
the six men reached the nalah they put the two men to 
death, and concealed their bodies till we came up, when 
the other five persons were strangled ; aud the hollies of 
all seven were buried under the stones near the plana 
where we had buried the five men whom we killed in our 
advance, and -where we the next year killed the five 
Byragees and the Sipahee. All these eighteen bodies I 
pointed out to Chundee-deen, Subahdar of the 4th Regi¬ 
ment, whom you sent with me from Saugor in 1832.* 
From the two poor men we got only one rupee; but from 
the others we got two hundred ; and in the division 
Chand Khan and Dnlele, who have been bung at Saugor, 
took the share of their brother Seikh luaent who had been 
arrested by the 73d Regiment. 

Q .—Is this true ? 

Sheikh Inaent.— I believe so; they gave my share to my 
wife, 

q _And what, did you Dooab Thugs do in your flight ? 

Dibba.— We did not rest till we had got thirty miles in 
advance of the Regiment on the Mirzapore road. We 
then halted and spent the night, at a small village, and were 
going on again the next morning when we fell in with 
four Gosaens, a Brahnsun and a Rajpoot, on their way 
from Hydrabad to Mirzapore, They went on with as to 




* These bodies were all taken up by th* party under the Subalular* 
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Omurpatun in Rewa, whence we set out with them before 
daylight, and on reaching the place that had been chosen 
the evening before they were all six strangled. It was 
about an hour before daylight. After we had examined 
the booty «nd made the grave, we went, to take up the 
bodies, but. one of the six got up and tried to ran away. 
He had got off about a hundred yards when he was over¬ 
taken and strangled again. 

Q,—Did he not call out ? 

Miherhan. —Yes; but hfe had been so much hurt in the 
neck the first time that he could not be heard at any 
distance; and we had no sooner brought his body back, 
and put it auiru wuiong the others, than we heard the 
servants of Captain Nicolson coming wp* The Captain 
was coming from Mirzapore, and was to encamp that day 
at Omurpatum. As soon as we heard his servants corning 
up we all made off, leaving the bodies unburied; a white 
pony belonging to Esuree Jemadar got loose and ran 
towards the servants, who called out to know whose it 
was ; and thinking they must come up before we '.:,uid 
dispose of the bodies we made off and left the pony 
behind us. Whether they discove'-u the bodies or not 
T do not know; but the people of the town must have 
seen them. 

q _Had the man been able to raise his voice, the ser¬ 

vants must, you think have heard him l 

Miherban. —Certainly. They were within hearing at 

the time. 

Q r „_'\Y ho strangled the man who attempted to run off? 

Miherban. —Dibba and two of bis men went after him, 
and strangled him. 

* Captain and Mrs. Nicolson came that morning to Omurpatum, on 
their way from M irsapare to Jubulpore. Vide his letter to tny address 
of the 10th Dec. 1829—Appendix J. 
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Didba .—That is not true. Persaud, who is now with 
Mr. Wilson, and Dojja, who b still at largo, cut him 
down with their swords. We did not strangle him. 

Q ,—Did not part of your gangs after the arrest of 
Sheikh In a eat proceed and join that of Feringcea between 
Saagor and Bhopaul ? 

Zolfvkar.—W hen foaent was seized 1 was with a gang 
of twenty-four Thugs at Shahnugur coming up with the 
others. Mahnmud Buksh was with another of seven at 
Biseynee, Bhola Buneea in his flight came np and told u$ 
ol Inaent’s arrest. We went as fast as we could through 
Saugor towards Bhopaul, and at Sehora we foil in with 
Feringeea coming from Bhopaul wun a gang of forty 
Thugs. He returned with us and we proceeded to 
Bhopaul without killing any person. From Bhopaul we 
retraced our steps towards Sangor, and at Oinaree fell its 
with the Farsee and his servant and two Buneeas whom 
we killed. But before we killed them we had fallen in 
with a gang of eighteen Bod hies from the Dooab, and 
having shared iu the booty, they left us to operate upon 
the Seronge roads. We bad also fallen in with Noor 
Khan Jemadar and his gang of seven men, and they also 
shared in the booty of the Farsee. 

After the Lodhies left us, we came on to Bhilsa where 
we fell in with the three men and two women, whom we 
killed near Manora, Kamdeen Sipahee of Bhopaui and. 
his mother on their way home to Banda, a hearer, his 
wife and brother. Coming on to Bagbrode we fell in with 
two men who told us that three of their companions had 
been plundered by robbers, and were behind. We came on 
to Bahadurpore with them, and killed them between that 
place and the village of Mirzapore. We had left people 
to detain the three who were coming up as we thought 
they could have nothing left after the robbery. They 


asked after their two companions, and we told them that 
they were pushing on as fast as they could tor feaugor. 

We now struck off upon the Hoshungabad road, and 
at Belehra met Mahamud Buksta’s gang of seven Thugs, 
and went on to Raneepore, where we killed two men, and 
another at Kurheya Khera Here to oar great surprise 
and consternation, my mare dropped a foai, and we all 
came under the Eetuk, all contaminated alike; we separat¬ 
ed to return home. I with a party of about thirty came 
through Bisbnnkera, Bbopaul, Bhilsa and Sangor home. 

Mahamud Buksh .—Near Bagrode three bearers and 
a Bhistee came up while we were washing ourselves in 
the stream, on their way from Bhopaul to Saugor, anu told 


us, in the course of conversation, that they had seen your 
guard seize a number of people very like us near Bhilsa. 
We knew it must be Feringeea’s party, and fearing that 
these men would get us also seized on the road, we killed 

them and got home all safe. . ( 

Ferin/jeea We were bathing at a river four cose cay | 
side of Bhilsa when I heard directly over my ben' - 

Chireya. I was much alarmed, and KuiV ‘ | 

° / y ., , r „ n .*i to take the gang j 

excellent anger, told me that ■ „ |ter 

back on the liunj Basoda ioo^ comjl!g „„ towards j 

Saugor two cose to the village oi Muree. On reaching 
this^place I tied my horse to a tree, and went into the 
village to talk with the Putel, leaving the gang near the 
horse. While talking with him I beard a great uproar 
and saw my horse running towards the village, and on 
going to catch him saw your Nujeebs seizing and bind¬ 
ing my gang. There were forty, but they secured only 
twenty-eight. 1 made off as I was half dressed and got 
home, and twelve of my gang escaped. Had 1 attended 
to Kurhora’s advice you would have had none of us, 
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another proof of the efficacy of omens if attended to. 
My adopted son Hurreea, and Mabadeo pointed oat the 
bodies of most of the people whom we murdered in that 
expedition ; the rest were taken up by Zolfukar himself 
last year. 

Mahamud Suksh .—It was a very unfortunate expedi¬ 
tion. At Biseynee we fell in with some travellers, and 
should have secured them, but when Zolfukar came op, 
Bhola, who is always talking, could not help saying in 
Ramasee .—“ After all we shall not go home without 
“ something to please our wives and children.” The 
travellers heard, suspected our designs, left our encamp¬ 
ment on the bank of the tank, and went into the village. 
This was onr first banij (merchandize) and to lose it 
thus was a bad onien : it was in fact like being seized. 
Then came the murder of the women at Manora, and to 
Mown the whole, the foaling of Zolfukar s mare which 
| brought us all under the Eetuk. Every thing seemed to 
ero wron b with us that season, and I often proposed to 
return v^ me ^d open the expedition anew, but t was 
unhappily o, -. r uleu. 

How did gnat ’ of jNujeebs pass without 
seeing you ? 

Mahamud Buksh. -"We *~»or been *- ***• 

derstand. We came ihe direct roc A to Saugor and they 
passed us on that road in advatioaj to Bhilsa. We 
never saw them, nor did they see us. 

Q.__How did you afterwards allow yourself to he 
taken l 

Feringeea .—Having lived among the idans ot Ilaj- 
pootana and Telingana for years together, I t hould have 
gone off to some of them, but you had secured my 
mother, wife and child. I could not forsake thei —was 
always enquiring after them, and affording ray pm suers 
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the means of tracing me. I knew not what indignities 
my wife and mother might suffer. Could I have felt 
secure that they would suffer none, 1 should not have 
been taken. 

Q.— You were in General Ochtcrlony’s service for 

some time. How did that happen l 

Fertnyecu. —my vuusiu, A man Sing Subacitw, alter the 
death of his brother, Dureear, and my father, Punwam, 
became our guardian. His mother was one of the first 
families in the country, and her sister’s son, Jhundee 
alias Gunga Sing, had the command of two .Regiments 
at Kolab. Having no sous of his own, he asked Aman 
to give him either me or Phoolsa, the son of Dureear, 
for whom you have offered two hundred rupees, for 
adoption, as he had groat woolth and no child to leave it 
to. He suepccted Aman to be a thief, but knew not that 
he was a leader of assassins, or he would have had 
nothing to say to us. 

q._ But did not Aman’s mother know that he was so l 

Feringeea. —Not. till long after she was married, and 
from that time she was never suffered to visit her sister. 
Phoolsa would not consent to live with Gunga Sing 
Kuptan, nor should I, had I not bad a dispute with Aman 
while out on a Thug expedition. I went to him, and he 
became very fond of me, and got me made a Subahdar 
in the Grenadier Company of the Buldeo Regiment. I 
could not live without some of my old Thug friends, and 
got Rambuksh my cousin, for whom yen have offered five 
hundred rupees, enlisted and made a Havildar on my 
own security for his good conduct. He was always e. 
very loose character, aud when Gunga Sing w^-nt to 
Oudeepore with his two Regiments as the body guard 
of the young Queen, who was the daughter of the Kofah 
Chief, Rambuksh seduced a youug widow, the daughter 
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of one of the most respectable bankers of the city, wbo 
became pregnant. As soon as the intrigue was dis¬ 
covered, she pounded and ate the tfamond of her own 
ring, or something of the kind, and died, and Ratnbaksh 
was obliged to fly to save his life which was demanded by 
her family of the Chief. Having given security for his 
good roDdaCt, I thought my own OcaU in Uaugn, and lied 
to Booudee, where I contrived to get into the service of 
Major Tod, recommended to him by the Post Master 
as a young man of high birth and great promise. On 
going to meet General Oehterlony at Bheetwara soon 
after, he recommended me to him, and he made me 
Jemadar of II urcaras. I attended him to Delhi and to 
Ajmere, whence he sent me in charge of the Post Office 
peons to Rewaree. From this place I was sent with four 
peons to attend a yonng lady of the General’s family from 
Delhi to Calcutta. Her escort consisted of a Havildur, 
a Naek, and twenty Sipahees, under the command of 
Bhowanee Sing, Jemadar of the local regiment. We 
reached Muthura without any accident, and lodged in 
Colonel Gunge. At night Bhowanee Sing was caught in 
an awkward position with one of the young lady’s women, 
and dreading the vengeance of the Genera!, he and all bis 
guard fled. Ho roused me, told me what had happened, 
and advised me to go off with him and try our fortunes 
with Runjeet Sing This I declined ; but hearing that 
my cousin A man Subahdar had gone that, season with his 
gang into Rujpootana, I started, and passing through 
Hindnne and Beeana, joined them at Kuranlee, alter 
having been absent from him some years. It was I believe 
the year after I rejoined Aman that my gang was arrested 
at Kotab, and that we killed Asbraf Khan, the Subahdar 
Major of the 4th Cavalry and his party. From that time 
till I was taken, or about ten years, I was always out with 
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my gang except in the season of the rains ; and for several 
even of these seasous we were out in Rajpootana, where 
the rains offer little impediment. Indeed in the western 
parts of Rajpootana Thugs have an advantage in the rainy 
season, as at the other seasons the most wealthy travellers 
move along in wheeled carriages, and cannot be so easily 
managed as on foot or on horseback, to which mode of 
travelling' they are obliged to have recourse in the rains. 

Q .—is Gunga Sing still living ! 

Ferinyuea.- —No, I have just heard from Jowahir, one of 
the Thugs whom Lieutenant Briggs has sent in, that he 
died four years ago at Oudeepore. 

Q' _Did your wife know that you were a Thug ? 

Faringeea ,—Neither she nor her family knew it till you 
seised her and had her brought to Jubnlpore, where she 
found poor Jhurhoo and the other members of my gang 
taken at Bhilsa. Her family are of the aristocracy of 
Jhansee and Sumtur, as you may know. 

q $ _Do D( jt the Brinjaras often perpetrate murder in 

their encampments i 

Feringeea,-3 ust before the twenty-six of my gang 
were taken by you at Bhilsa, and before Zolfukar joined 
us> we were cooking our dinner in the afternoon at a 
village three cose this side of Sehore, when five travellers 
came’up on their way to Bhilsa. We tried to prevail 
upon them to wait for ns, but they went on, saying they 
should spend the night at Hirora, a village four cose 
further on. We made sure of securing them at Hirora, 
and remained where we were to dine. We reached 
Hirora about nine at night, and searched all toe 
village in vain for the travellers. We knew that they 
mast either have suspected our designs, or been dis¬ 
posed of by other Thugs on the road ; and I recollected 
that about three miles from Hirora we had passed a 
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Brinjara encampment. lu the morning I went back with 
a few followers, and there found a horse and a pony that 
we had seen with the five travellers. “ What have you 
“done with the five travellers, iny good friends. You 
“havetaken from ns our merchandise?” “ Bunij,” said 
I in Kumasee. They apologized for what they had 
done; said they did not know we were after them, and 
offered to share the booty with us ; but I said we bad no 
fair claim to a share, since none of our party were pre¬ 
sent at the fou ding — (killing). We left them and came 
on to Bhlisa where we met yoar party of Nnjeebs. 

Q .—And these JJricjare© Thugs are rarely seized or 

’ » ,| > 

Sahib Khan, ot Telingana—-How can their deeds be 
known. They do all their work themselves. They live 
iu the desert aim work m u»*s desert. We live in villages, 
and cannot do our work without the convenience and 
support oi the fanners who hold, and the influential men 
who occupy them. Local authorities of all kinds and 
degrees must be conciliated by us; but these men are 
relieved from all this coot and trouble by foregoing the 
pleasure of other men’s society, and the comforts of a 
fixed habitation. They are wiser men than we are! 

Mar lee ,—I was one day walking with some of onr 
party near Jeypore by an encampment of wealthy mer¬ 
chants from the westward, who wore very high turbans, 
I observed to my friends as we passed “ what enormous 
turbans these men wear!” using onr mystick. term 
Aghasee, The most respectable among them came up 
immediately and invited us to sit down with them, saying, 
my good iriends, we are of your fraternity, though our 
Aghasees are not the same.” They told us that they 
now opulent merchants, and independent of 
1 “uggee, the trade by which they had chiefly acquired. 
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their wealth; but that they still did a little occasionally 
when they found in a suitable place a Bunij worth 
taking; but that they were now beyond speculating in 
trifles ! We were kindly entertained, and much pleased 
with our new friends, but left them the same day, and I 
have never met any men of the kind since. The common i 
Moltanee Thugs, who strangle men with the thongs J 
which they use in driving their bullocks, we have often j 
met. They are to be found all over India, but abound f 
most to the north-west. 

Q. —What—among the Sieks ? 

Mortee. —Yes; but they are not themselves Sieks. 
They are what we call Moltanee Thugs chiefly. 

Q .—Have you ever known a Siek Thug ? 

Morhe. —Never. I never saw a Siek take to Thuggee. 

Sahib Khan .—I know Ram Sing Siek : he was a noted 

Thug leader_a very shrewd man. He resided and stilt 

resides at Borhanpore, and used to act with Ram Sing 
(who was hung here at Jubulpore last month) and Rama 
Hheemur, and Mohan Sing, son of Pahar Sing of Poona. 
He served with the celebrated Sheikh Dnlloo as a Pin- 
daree for some years after he had become distinguished 
as a Thug, but returned to Thuggee, and acted with his 
old associates for two years about Borhanpore, when he 
went off again and joined Sheikh Dulloo. He sold Dulloo 
a very fine horse, for which he could never get payment { 
and as he wanted money he got annoyed. A. large re¬ 
ward had then been offered by the Company for Dclloo’s 
head. He left him for a month or two, and on coming 
back, Dulloo who was annoyed at his importunity, in¬ 
stead of advancing to embrace him as usual, merely got 
up from his charpae (couch) and put one foot upon the 
floor keeping the other upon the couob. That slight 
decided his fate. Ram Sing had been long thinking of 
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the reward, and lie now determined to win it. He killed 
Sheikh JDulIoo either that night or the night following, 
and took his head to Colonel Seyer at Eliefapore. The 
Colonel said that he was sorry so brave a man should 
have been killed in so cowardly a manner, and sent Ram 
Sing to get his reward from Dhunraj Seth at Gmrowtee. 
Dhunraj knew that Ram Sing was the Thug who had mur¬ 
dered a party of his treasure bearers. He arrested him, 
and soon after got hold of his friends Patrnr Sing, his son 
Molnm Sing, and Rama Dkeexnur. They soon after 
made their escape from prison, and Ram Sing is now 
at his old trade in Berbampore* Me never either got 
paid for his horse, or for the murder of Sheikh Dnlloo.* 

(I —How often had you been on Thuggee before you 
saw a murder. 

Sheikh Inrient . —It was on my return from the first 
expedition which 1 made with my father to the Duckun, 
when I was fifteen years of age, and about thirty five 
years ago. We were a gang of about eighty or ninety 
Thugs under my father Hinga and some of the Duckun 
chiefs, lodged in the Mausoleum outside of the town of 
BlieJkpore. Two of our leaders, Gamboo and Laljoo, on 
going into the Bazar fell in with the Grooms of the 
Nawab Subjee Khan, the uncle of the Nawab of Bhopaul 
Wo mm Muhcmmud Khan, who told them that their 

* of a Letter from Lieutenant Graham* Amsitmt Magistrate in 

Rhandwh, to the address of Captain IF. //. Skanmt, dated the 5 th 
November 1835 . 

Of the other Thugs mentioned as residing about Borhaupore, 
TUira Slog died at T>hooba, four years ago ; he was the person who 
murdered the fwmm Pinrhrm Chief Shaikh Dullah, on whose head 
fe reward of 1$,0UQ Rupees was placed."’ 

(True Extract) 

W. H. •Sb-SEMAN* General Superintendent. 
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master had been with his son and his two hundred horse 
in the service of the Nizam at Hydrabad; and having 
had a quarrel with his son he was now on his way home 
to Bhopaul. They came back and reported ; and Dulele 
Khan and Khuieel Khan and other leaders of fame 
went and introduced themselves to the Nawab, pretend¬ 
ing that they had been to the Duckun with horses for sale, 
and were now on their way back to Mindostan. lie was 
pleased with their address and appearance, and invited 
them to return the next day, which they did ; and the 
following day he set out with as many of our gang as it 
was thought safe to exhibit. He had two grooms, two 
troopers, and a slave girl, two horses and a mare with a 
wound in the neck, and a pony. The slave girls’ duty was 
to prepare for him his daily potion of Subzee, and he told 
us that he had got the name of Subzee Khan from the 
quantity of that drug which he was accustomed to drink. 

We came on together three stages, and daring the 
fourth stage we came to an extensive jungle this side of 
Dhoba, and in, the Baitool district; and on reaching a 
nalah about nine o’clock Khuieel said, “ Khan Sahib, we 
<« have had a fatiguing journey, and we had better rest 
tt here, and take some refreshment. ’ “ By all means, 

“ said the Nawab, I feel a little fatigued and will take 
“ my Subzee here.” He dismounted, laid his sword and 
shield upon the ground, spread his carpet and sat down. 
Dulele and Khuieel sat down by his side while the girl 
was preparing his potion of which he invited these two 
men, as our supposed chiefs, to partake; and the grooms 
were engaged with the horses, and the troopers were 
smoking their pipes at a distance. It had been deter¬ 
mined that the Nawab should be first secured, for he was 
a powerful man, and if he had a moments warning he 
would certainly have cut down some of the gang before 



they could secure him. Lnljoo also went and sat near 
him, while CJotnanee stood behind and seemed to be much 
interested in the conversation. All being now ready the 
signal was given, and the Nawab was strangled by 
Gomanee, while I/aljoo and Dutele held his legs. As 
soon as the others saw the Nawab secured they fell upon 
bis attendants, and alt were strangled, and their bodies 
were buried in the bed ol the water course. On going 
back to Elicbpore, Gomanee sold the Nawab s shield for 
eight rupees, but, it was worth so much more that the 
people suspected him, and came to our camp to seal oh 
for him. Our spies brought us timely notice and we con¬ 
cealed him under the housings of our horses. 

Q .—What was the cause of the quarrel between him 
and bis son l 

Inaent. —The son in a passion had drawn his sword 
and cut the Nawab’s favorite mare over the neck. A 
quarrel ensued, and he left his son in charge of the 
squadron of horse to return to BhopauL* 

O._And this was the first murder you even witnessed 2 

Inaent. —This was the first, and it made a great 
impression upon my mind, and you may rely upon the 
correctness of what I state regarding it. 

Q.— Was this long before the Dhooma affair t 
Inaent. —Long: the Dhooma affair took place only 
about twenty-three years ago, 

Q.—What gangs were in that affair ? 

Inaent. —There were a great many both from llindos- 
tan and the Duck tin. We had concentrated at Chourae 
in the Seonee district between this and Nagpore, and 
were at least three hundred Thugs, and had just 

* Reference having been made to the Court of Bhopaul through the 
Political Agent; this story is found to be quite true.—See Appendix; S. 
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performed the concluding ceremonies of the festival 
of the Mohurrnm, when a party of about twenty-seven 
persons, decoits I believe, came up on their way from 
the Ihickun to Hiudoostan. They had four ponies laden 
with rich booty which they had squired in an expedition 
to the south. The following day they camo on to 
Chupara, and we followed. They lodged in the town, We 
outside., Bodhoo Jemadar Musulman, calling himself 
Kour Khuluck Sing, and pretending to be a Hindoo of 
rank, went to the party and told them that the road from 
Chupara passed through an extensive and very danger¬ 
ous jungle, 5 * and begged that for security wo might unite 
our parties, as we were merchants and Government 
servants, and not very well armed. They agreed, and 
tho next morning one hundred and twenty-live of our 
gang went on with them, while the rest came by 
another road, all agreeing to rendezvous at Nutwara, in 
the valley of the Nurbudda. 

1 was with the 125, and on reaching two trees in the 
jungle sacred to the two saints Chittureea aud Kun- 
kureea, and ou which people tie pieces of cloth as votive 
offerings, the signal was given, and sixteen of the decoits 
were strangled and eleven cut down **ni. „».,«• swords. 
We took the bodies into the jungle near the road, and 
without burying them, made off with the booty, and re¬ 
joined our friends at Nutwara. The booty consisted of 
gold, silver and cloths, to the value of thirteen thou¬ 
sand rupees. We went on to Kutungee, divided the 
booty, aud separated. The Duckun Thugs returned 
home, aud we came with a party of eighty to Jubulpore, 

* This extensive jungle was one of their “ Matabur Beles/' or favorite 
places of murder, where they used every year to kill a great many 
travellers. 
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and encamped in the Beohar’s grove which you see 
yonder, where we had a grand Natch (ball). 

While engaged in our feast, we heard that the So bah 
of the district was sending troops to seize us, and we 
made off. When the signal for the murder was given a 
boy happened to be unperceived at a distance from the 
rest, sod hearing* their screams, lie got up into a tree, 
and saw the whole affair without our seeing him. as it was 
daylight. After we had come on, he descended, came 
on to Jubulpore, and found some of our party selling 
some of their gold lace in the Bazar, and denounced us 
to the Governor. We all denied any knowledge of the 
affair of course, but the Subah got hold of the adopted 
son of Khulee! Jemadar, tied him up to a tree, and gave* 
him a severe flogging. Khuleel protested against this, 
arid said he had better send for swords and have us all 
cut to pieces at once. The Subah would not listen, and 
at last the boy confessed. The seven leaders were con¬ 
fined in the fort. The others all in the Beohar’s house, 
but after having been made to disgorge all their property, 
they were all suffered to escape, except three leaders* 
Hinga, my father Kuleel, and Murdan: the two latter 
were to i^agpore, where the Uajah released them. 

My father Hinga had brokeD his hack in jumping over 
the fort wall, and Murdan sprained his ankle. 

Q —Were yon all taken in the grove? 

Inamt.— -No. We had got off on the Sangor road to 
Kutungec, but the Subah sent a squadron of horse after 
ns, and we were all brought back. It was commanded 
by Khan Mahomad, the present Cotwal of Saugor. Nasid 
of Tetingana was in this affair. 

Q .-—Is this true? 

Nasir .—All true ; and I was obliged to give the chief 
officer at Kutungee a fine horse, and some other valuable 
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articles that I had picked up on this expedition, as I 
found he was an old acquaintance of mine, and well dis¬ 
posed towards us as long as he was well conciliated in 
this way. I had got far off with my gang before the 
Subah’s party came up after the rest. 

Indent- —Purumsook was then master ot the jldcilut 
Wv., -.-l all our property had to pass through his hands. 
He was an old friond of ours, and must recollect the 
circumstance well.* 

q —What makes you think the party were decoits ? 

Inaent. —Some decoits from the west, who have been 
confined for fourteen years in the Saugor jail, told ns 
while we were there last year, that a party of theirs had 
been killed about that time near Chupara on their way 
back from the Duckun. They must have learnt it from 
the boy who escaped. 

Q .—Were Bodhoo’s nose and hands cut off before this 
affair l 

Inaent .—No—A year or two after at Scrooge. He 
went to Stockwe'll Sahib who sent Liu* to JLalone, where 
the Kaja put him to death, by making elephants walk 
over him. A very dear man was Bodhoo ! 

q W hat were the circumstances that made you fly 

to the Carnatic ? 

Sahib Kkan. —It was about twelve years ago that 
my own gang of fourteen, and another of twenty-five 
under Jtirnal Khan, Seodeen, and Fukeer Mahom- 
mud, in an expedition between Aurangabad and Elich- 
pore, joined in the murder of a Subahdar, his servant, 

* Pmrunsook, who is now a kind of Attorney at Jubulpore, being 
referred to, confirms all this, but denies the friendship. He sold the pro¬ 
perty he says for the then government, and not for himself or the Thugs. 
He was a kind of Deputy Chief Justice at the time, and in league with 
all these gangs. 


and two Rajpoots at a Bowlee Bear Chandae. Tlie 
bodies were tied np in blankets and thrown into 
the Bowlee. Going on towards Jbaina we fell in 
with a Marwaree taking turbans for sale to Jhaina, 
ami near Phaleegow we strangled him ; but getting only 
a rupee each, we agreed to go on and wait in the Jhaina 
cantonments till we could find a Bunij more taKing. 

We had however no sooner come to thi<> resolution, after 
.discussing over our plans on the bank of the river, than we 
heard the dire (Jkimmamn on our right. We all started 
up, and with my gang I instantly retreated. Jumal Khan 
however ventured to take his gang on towards Jhaina in 
spite of this warning. We came to Oinrowtee where we 
celebrated the Moharrum, after which I returned to my 
home at Nandair, where I heard that Jumal, on reaching 
Jaterabad, had got drunk in a spirit shop and been seized 
with the Subahdar’s Dooputta upon him, by some of 
Captain S her riff’s runners.* He gave information against 
Syud-alee, and he against others, till fourteen of his gang 
were arrested. The tout bodies were taken out of the 
Bowlee, and parties were sent off to Major Parker, who 
commanded at Hingolee, with information against me and 
my gang. I kept myself well informed of all these 
proceedings, and continued to cultivate my fields. 
Eleven of Junta! JKban’s gang having been hung, and 
seeing no longer any chance of escape at home, I fled. 
My wife and children, and my brother Btireea, and 
brother-in-law Chand Khan, were seized and taken to 
Major Parker, who released the women and children. I 
wont first to my unde Towukul Sah, a celebrated Fukeer 
and Thug, but not yet suspected, and fearing to implicate 
him, I proceeded soon after to Golburga to my cousin 


See Appendix T. 
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Sahib Khan Jemadar. 1 found that he, Rusool Khan, 
Hyder Khan, and other Thugs of his party had been 
seized and taken to Hydrabad. As soon as the women 
saw me, they wept bitterly, and having heard the tale of 
my misfortune, his wife took me the next day to Ochergee, 
eight cose distant, in the hope of finding some Thugs with 
whom I might serve and earn my bread. They were 
absent on an expedition, and I left her, and went to 
Muheenkulga, where I met Lungotee Jemadar, an old 
follower of my father’s. He made me dine with him; 
and after dinner he told me that he intended to take the 
auspices in a few days, and if the omens proved favor¬ 
able, should take out his gang, and me with them. I told 
him that I should be glad to join him, but that I would 
not consent to recognise him as my chief, by paying him 
the fees of office, as Jemadar, 1 ><» u,o other members of 
his gang. He said Iw would take me on no other condi¬ 
tions. I expostulated with him, and as Peer Khan, the 
brother of Chand Khan, was with me, I said that he mast 
set aside both our shares before the genera! division ; and 
asked him whether he had so far forgotten the obligations 
he owed to my father, who had initiated him, as to have 
the impudence to demand tokens of subjection from the 
son. “ Give ns,” I said, “ our shares separately, and then 
divide the spoil with yonr gang, and rake your fees as 
“ leader, for I will never consent to pay you any.” Ho 
said it would be a bad precedent, and lower him ; ,i the 
estimation of his followers ; and having refused to join 
him on any other terms, I proceeded to Ivorergee, where 
Sahib Khan, the husband of my siste r , resided, and served 
in the gang of Nubee Sahib Jemadar. On onr way we 
spent one evening at Hidjgee.a with the families of Baba 
Jemadar, anc! eleven other flings of note, who had been 
for some time in prison at Amba, and are now with 




Cep tarn Reynolds. On reaching Korergee we found my 
brother-in-law, who bad been sent home by Nubee Sahib 
with a booty of seven thousand rupees. Nubee Sahib 
being abent on an expedition, he recommended me to go 
to the great leader Sahib Khan of KaknrmuHa. I did so, 
and found bis brother Sooltan at home. 1 told him the 
story of our misfortunes, and he consoled me, and told me 
that though Thugs were getting seized all around them, 
they were as yet secure, and had still a few hundred good 
men for work. Sahib Khan soon after returned from 
market, received me very kindly and made me dine with 
him. While at dinner, however, we heard the Orut~ 
;putholee , winch is considered a very bad omen in the South, 
and Sahib Khan told me that! ought immediately to return 
to my home after such an omen ; but that as this was 
impossible under ptesvut '■irenmstances. I must leave his 
house, sleep in another village, and return in the morning. 
I and Peer Khan did so. We remained with him six 
weeks, and were so kindly treated that we forgot all our 
misfortunes. He consented to comply with my conditions, 
and not to exact from us two his fees as leader. With 
a s*ng of sixty Thugs we proceeded a cose to the 
village of Dewornafjee, where we waited eight days for 
favorable omens. Having got them, sixteen old men 
and boys were sent home, and the expedition was opened 
by torty-six. It is the custom in the Carnatic to take 
cut all the old men and boys to the first stage where the 
auspices are taken, and when the omens are favorable to 
seed them hack. When they get booty, they take what 
33 necessary (or the subsistence of the gang, and send all 
the rest to the house of the leader, where it remains till 
tie gang returns, when it is divided, and the boys and 
old men who are seal back, have an equal share of it 
v ^ t ^* e °tkers who go o«. The same custom prevails 


among" the Thugs from Arcot, who are said to have taken 
it from them. * 

We proceeded to a village near Dharwar which we 
reached in eight days, and there met the great Sheikh 
Ahmed , the Thug leader from Arcot, with his gang of 
fifty. Going on to Dharwar together, the two leaders 
divided the whole into two separate gangs, one under 
these two leaders to operate on the road to Poona, and 
the other under Nathoo, and Sirjee Khan,* the brother of 
Sheikh Ahracd, and S.ooitan, the brother of Sahib Khan, 
towards Naggur. We were all to rendezvous at Echora 
at the end of a month. 

After killing a good many travellers and getting a 
good deal of booty, which was all sent as taken to the 
house of Sahib Khan, we all reunited at the appointed 
place, and remained together two days, when our divi¬ 
sion took the road to Naraenpath, and the other (hat to 
Dharwar. On the bank of the Bhimra river we got a 
prize ot twelve thousand rupees worth of silk from six 
men, and returned homo. 8um> H«ya after our return, 
seven of the other division came and reported that in a 
drunken brawl at Dharwar, the secret of their proceedings 
bad been disclosed, and all the division, except themselves, 
arrested; and as a good many had turned King’s eviden¬ 
ces, we might soon expect a guard dow n upon ns. 

Having- heard that my cousin and his gang had been 
released at flydrabad and come with their families to 
Korergee, I went and joined them; and Sahib Khan left 
his bouse at Kul nrmulla in charge of his brother Meeun 
Sahib, who was not suspected, and concealed himself with 

* This rjan lias, I believe, been made over to Lieut. ElwaTi by the 
Authorities at Sattara, where he has been in prison ever since this expe- 
ditior, .Sept. 1835. ^ jj g 
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an old friend in our neighbourhood. A. guard came from 
jDbarwar, seized Meean Sahib, and so maltreated him, 
iu order to make birn point out his brother, that he threw 
himself into a well and was killed. 

Alarmed, I and my cousin and his party, with all their 
families, went to Golburga, and leaving the women and 
children there, with a small gang went to Hydra bad, for 
we had now nothing to subsist upon. Near Bamnabad 
we found a traveller washing himself in the stream. He 
was strangled and his body left upon the sand. The 
rains had now set in, and going on beyond Akelee we 
found a traveller waiting ou the bank of a river for some 
one to assist him over. He was persuaded to go up the 
stream a little off the road for a better ford, and there 
strangled. We went to Hydrabad, and thence came 
back through Akelee to Nowta Moshturee, killing two 
men on the road ; and here we met Sheikh Ahmed, the 
great Arcot leader, with a small party of twelve. He 
told ns that Sahib Khan had been arrested,* and all the 
booty of our late expedition taken by the Government 
gnards. The next morning he left us for Hydrabad; 
and on our way ti Golburga we for three successive days 
continued to fait ii with small parties of Sheikh Ahmed’s 
gang following eact other at long intervals. My cousin 
and bis party changed their abodes from Golburga to 
Ertalee in Bedur; and taking mv family I went to 
Kunkec- and entered into the service of Dhurumdass, the 
Ami! on the part of Cksndooia! the minister. He em¬ 
ployed me to make the collection.' of two villages for 
him, and I resolved to leave off Thuggee, at least lor a 

* Sahib Khan and his brother Sooltan ha-t? been jit. • made over to 
Went. Elwall, having been, ever since the e'ent hi re det ribed, pri¬ 
soners in the fort of Sattara, in the Poona territory, Sept. 1335. t. H.S. 
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time, Taking: the collections to EEydrabad, two years 
after this, I met Sheikh Ahmed, who asked me how many 
Thugs I had with me. 1 told my story, and he men¬ 
tioned that our old friend Sahib Khan of Kakurnuilla, 
was confined in the Fort of Sattara, but that he would 
effect his release whatever it might cost him. lie soon 
left me, and I could perceive that he distrusted me. One 
of his followers, however, Hoseyn Khan, told me that 
they had now all established themselves comfortably 
about Nolgonda or the road to Masulxpatam ; and in 
return l bid him tell his chief that he need not fear tne** 

* Extract from the Narrative of the last Thuggee Expedition of Sahib Khan 

Jemadar , taken before Lieutenant Elwallat Sholapore, 29 th Sept . 1835. 

About eight or nine months after this time deponent and Mtikhdoom 
Sahib, Sahib Khan Kuhnmtwallah and Mooheeodeen Jemadar, with 
forty followers, set out on a Thuggee expedition towards the Carnatic, 
au-J halted for the night at the village of u Gomullie/" Ou the same day 
Sheikh Ahmed. Arcottee, Jemadar, with Gufifoor Khan his brother, and 
Osman Khan Jemadar, with their followers, arrived a% the village of 
ct Goburargpe,” about two coss from 'UoruttHie,” and both parties 
starting in the morning met uu the road to the Carnatic and went ou 
together, and after four days arrived at Juhalpoor in the Company's 
territories, where wo passed the night, and having consulted together, 
agreed to divide into two bodies, and it was settled that from my followers 
Mukhdoorn Sahib Jemadar, Sahib Khan linhmutwallah, and Moohee* 
odeen Jemadar and sixteen sepoys, should accompany the Afcottoea, and 
Sheikh Ahmed Jemadar and 10 Arcottee followers, accompanied me 
towards Pooimb, while the other party went towards the Carnatic. 
After three days deponent arrived at u Eroor” on the Krishna river 
when there was a fair. Deponent staid there and Sheikh Ahmed went 
on towards Joku), and about two coss from “ Eroor,’* fell in with two 
Hindoo jewellers who were seated on the bank of a stream drinking 
water. Having found out what the travellers had with them, they strangled 
them and buried the bodies carelessly. Deponent arrived while they 
were burying them. We got from the murdered travellers a dabba of 
pearls and other jewels, which were of large value, and sent them 
home in charge of four of our men. We arrived ourrelves in three day a 
at Sangolee pit the Ponder poor road, at the same time with four Hindoo 
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q _But you have not told me why Sbeikh Ahmed leit 

Arcot? m ’!' ' ! " ? " 1 ' v 

Sahib Khan.—I have never been to Arcot, and met 
them for the first time near Dharwar. They used often 

traders with a pony load of cloth, who were going from Jaulna to 
Kolapoor, and Sheikh Ahmed having insinuated himself into their 
acquaintance went on with them to “ Walmurra,” where they halted 
near a Hindoo Dewul. Deponent also came there and joined Sheikh 
Aiunud in the evening and we staid the night there. Ta the morning 
Sheikh Ahmed and the others went on with the Beiparies, and about a 
mile from the place, in a dry nullah, strangled the travellers and hurled 
their bodies. I came up after the murder. We got from the travellers 
the following property : 13 Embroidered Doputtas, 9 Silk Scnrla, 
embroidered, 45 Rs. weight of Cold Thread, and 150 Turbands, which 
we sent home with 6 men and went on to Mirich Taj Gaon, when the 
fair of Khoja Shumna Meerun Sahib” was being held ; we saw the 
fair and then went towards home, and arrived at a village on the 
Krishna River, where four Hindoo traders, in the service of some 
Saokar, with three bullocks laden with silk, had put up. We staid 

there, and the next morning the Jemadar Sheikh Ahmed, went on with 

the Beiparies, aud about a coss from thence, in a dry nullah, murdered 
and buried them, and taking ilm property went towards home. Sheikh 
Ahmed Jemadar took half the silks buu.« with him to Cbilinutteh, 
in the Nizam’s country, and the rest I took with me. 

The other party which separated from us at‘‘Jaulpar” and went 
towards the Carnatic, having reached Anegra in the Dharwar District, 
halted there. At this time in the cantonment of Hoobiea a Decoittee 
had taken place, and the Police seeing the Thugs there, suspected 
them, and they were immediately seized and taken to Dharwar. Xhe 
Aumil then enquired concerning the Thugs, and one of the Arcotteo 
followers named Mahumud Khan, confessed aud told that Shiekh Ahmed 
Jemadar lived at Chilwullah, aud Sahib Khan Jemadar (deponent) at 
Kukurmullah, and that the persons seized were the followers of the 
two Jemadars’. I hearing that search wns making for me and Sheikh 
Ahmed, left n»y home and went and staid at the village of Neern Nuilie. 
In the mean time the Sircar’s people, by order of Mr. J. iVlunro, 
came to my house, and ordered my brother Meean Khan to tel! where 
I was; he said that 1 had loft the village. They thinking he was 
speaking falsely, began to kick and beat him till he said he would tell 
where uia brother was, and taking the Police people with him outside 
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to talk of Arcot, and of their having been obliged some 
years before to leave it by a hot pursuit kept up by some 

the village iuto a garden where there was a Baolee, he •watched his 
opportunity and threw himself in and was drowned. IVIy other fol- 
lowers being frightened fled the village and came to me at Neera 
Nullie, and about fifteen days afterwards the Police, having got in¬ 
formation of our being there, came and seized us, and took us before 
Mr. John Munro at Muugolee. The undermentioned property was 
seized in my house and sent in by Gobind Sobhajee Pundit and Dewan 
Rarochand Kao, ivloonsifd&r of Koolkunundghee : 


List of Property ; viz. 



No. 


Tkt . 

J.»u* 

Silk, ............ bundles,.. 

3 

Dnol... 

...... £ 

Gold Thread or Kullabuttoo, 


Swords or Tulwars, &c. 14 

bundles, .. 

4 

M usquets, ...» ..... 

. 2 

Buttoeah,wt. several Stones, 

1 

Doputtah, .. 


Dabba with Pearls, ........ 

1 

Silk Scarfs or Sow la, 

., 9 

f| or$f»s, .. 

3 

T in-hands. 

. ir»rs 

The three Horses were sold 

-- 7 mvwmvrwwwm 

and their price was given 

to my father 


and family, and afterwards Nursing Ba Ressuldar was ordered by the 
Gentleman to give them their ornaments and brass vessels, kc. as also a 
quantity of grain of different sorts, of the value of about 100 Rupees; 
about this time Mr. John Munro was shot at the fight at Kittoor, and the 
Ressuldar sent myself, my brother Sheikh OaicoU aud Sona Khan, 
Sheikh Ernam Sahib and Sheikh Hoossein, followers of Sheikh Ahmed 
Areotteo Jemadar (in all five jiersoua) to Pando Run- &nl adar at 
Eeejapoor, but the jewels, kc* were not sent. We were kept twenty 
days there, and then sent to Sattara, where we have been imprisoned for 
twelve years ; when we had been there about three months, Aproop Khan, 
Mean Khan, and Gurd Sahib Khan, living at Naghnee, were seized, and 
sent to the Rajah by the Ressuldar at Muugolee ; about six years after 
this Mooheeodeen, a relation of Gurd Sahib Khan, living at Naghnec, in 
Ulmullah, procured the release of the six others by paying six hundred 
rupees to the Rajah's people, and I and my brother remained in prison 
till we were sent here. 

(True Extract) 

(Signed) T. Ef/tV ALL, Assf, A^t, Governor Gent , 
(True Extract) 

AV. H. S LEE MAN, General Superintendent* 
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active magistrate.* Sahib Khan of Kuknrmultah told me 
that while he and Ms gang of sixty men were owe day 
cooking their food on the bank of a river near -Kuk annul- 
Jab, they saw these people come down to the river to tisln 
They soon perceived that they understood their mystic 
terms, and got into conversation with them. The two 
chiefs had an interview in which Sheikh Ahmed explained 
how he had been obliged to leave Arcot, and seek an 
asylum, which lie did not much like, in a village in the 
neighbourhood. Sahib Khan prevailed upon him and all 
his party with their families to come with him ; and hav¬ 
ing introduced him to the Rajah of Shorapore Bed or, a$ 
a great Thug leader, the Rajah got them established in 
his neighbourhood in the town of Chichurmulla. Sheikh 
Ahmed is the wisest man I know. He has great wealth, hut 
he keeps it concealed in the woods. When danger 
approaches, he scatters his gang, and wanders alone with 
his wife till it is pastor till he finds another secure abode, 
when he transfers his wealth to the woods about it. His 
followers have wonderful confidence in him, such ns I 
have never seen in the followers of any other leader.f 

* Th is was Wright—see his letter ami Doctor Sherwood’*- psper 
in the Appendix, It was by the proceeding or Mr. Wright that 
Doctor Sherwood was enabled to write his paper. 

t Extract from the Deposition of Sheikh Sahihan , lately united at 
Hingolee, before Captain Reynolds , 27 th October, IS35* 

The Arcotlee Thugs are proverbially wary and alert, among, all the 
Thugs of the Dekhan, and their rules ami regulations are very strict. 
Th«v do not allow of indiscriminate strangling. The stranglers are 
regularly instructed in the use of the handkerchief, and no one b per- 
| milled to use it, until ho has practised, and until the oiuena which are 
: looked for at his initiation, are considered favorable. The Arcottees 
will not strangle women, nor shoemakers, dhm, barbers, golcl- 
j smiths, and washermen, if the first travellers met with on an expe- 
4 ' m a Caw with them, they are spared, even if it is known they 
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Q.—What became of your brother-in-law Cham! Khan 
and your brother Bureea l 

SaM6 Khan .—They made their escape from Hingolee, 
and are still on the roads some where. They came to me 


treasure in their possession. The Hindustanee and Dekhuee 
Thugs by not attending to these rules, and strangling shoemakers, 
barbers, and all sorts of people, have brought down retribution on the 
heads of all the Thugs iu India. All the Areotte© Thugs that l have 
met with, adopted the dress and appearance of Sepoys of the Regiments 
of Infantry and Cavalry. They wear the checkered loungers and short 
jackets like Sepoys, carry canes in their hands, and being very fond 
of beetlenut and p&uo, every man has a small bag in hie possession for 
holding the ingredients. They frequently represent themselves to be 
Sepoys going on leave or removed from one station to another, and even 
make them selves acqvminted with the names of European Officers in 
order to pass more easily through the country. They make themselves 
tejiajmck*, (the word made use of by the deponent) and carry their 
clothes in them. The Jemadars take oo themselves the semblance of 
mere ha ots, and pretend to be going to make purchases of goods, or to 
be conveying merchandise for sale. They always have four or live of the 
gang in personal attendance on them, to give them the hookah, cook 
their victuals, and clean their ponies. Those men march in cornpuny 
with the Jemadar, while the other Thugs move along the road in twos 
and threes, and only collect on the occasion of the perpetration of a 
inurdar. They can only be arrested by having parties of approvers 
stationed on all the great roads of the Carnatic. The Police, though it 
is very vigilant, has not the means of preventing cases of Thuggee, and 
even if Thann&bs of Police peous are posted along the roads, the Thugs 
will manage to murder close to them. I will give an instance in proof 
of this. Sheikh Ahmed Arcottee Jenmdar came into the southern 
Maiiratta country and strangled some treasure carriers in charge of 
16,000 rupees, at the Sal pa G hit There is a Chow kee placed on the 
Gh&t now, and if the peons am asked, they will state the Chowkee to 
have been placed there *n consequence of this murder. But this has not 
had any effect in diminishing the number of murders perpetrated at this 
very Qh&t, where I am sure a hundred skulls of murdered travellers 
might be dug up any day. The Thugs will be first to go out, beg the 
protection of the Police Chuprassees on the roads they travel on, pre* 
tending great dread of robbers, and then will perpetrate a murder close 
to the road which the Police is supposed to guard. 
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wheu 1 was on ray way to Kunk.ee and l)ad resolved to 
oj'ye n p Thuggee, aud told rne of their escape. 

The Arcottee Thugs usually start on their expeditions during the 
fiirst seven days after the festival of Dewalee and Holee ; and if they 
| have had favorable omens, they have no doubt taken to the roads before 
' this time. It is very probable that Dawuljee J emadar of Binsee has 
heard of the seizures at Sholapore, and therefore will hot come north¬ 
ward this year, and as this is his usual season of setting out, he will 
certain*y proceed towards Bangalore and Seriugapataiu, or perhaps by 
Bellary towards Cuddapah. When I was at Binsee, this time last year, 
Dawuljee and his gang were intending to make au excursion into the 
Mysore country. They had a short time previously been as faf as Hur- 
ryluir, but had turned back in consequence of the omens being in¬ 
auspicious. The Arcottee Thugs do not now come into the Dukhan so 
much as formerly. Indeed since the time of the arrest of my brother-in- 
law, Sahib Khan Jemadar, and his companions by Mr, Mu»ro s which 
is about 12 years ago, they have never made their appearance north of 
Dharwar. When the great arrest of Thugs took place in the ziltab of 
Arcot, by Mr. Wright, during my youth, great numbers of Arcottee 
Thugs lied from that part of the country, and settled first in the Sorapoor 
Tafooka under the Hydrabad Government. I have heard that Sheikh 
Ahmed, Ladeekur Sahib Khan, Desman Khan, Chabriah Kmaum, 
Hoouoorgah and other Jemadars, who were the leaders of the party that 
came first to Sorapoor, agreed to pay the Sorapoor Rajah 2,000 rupees a 
year for his protection. The party consisted of 50 or 60 Thugs, whose 
numbers were afterwards increased by stragglers from Arcot, and the 
families of the Thugs who followed them. All these Thugs remained 
in the Dekhan until Mr. Munro commenced his seizures, when they left 
their habitations under the guidance of Sheikh Ahmed Jemadar, and 
passing through the Hvdrabad country settled somewhere fifteen days 
journey beyond it towards Masolipatara, They afterwards obtained on 
three occasions 14,000, 7,000, and $,<M)0 rupees of treasure by the murder 
of tin carriers. This is within the last B or 10 years. They then wmt 
and settled near Nurnlyal in the Cuddapah district. About 2 J years 
ago, Eumnm, brother of Tippoo Jemadar, a relation of my own, went 
from Binsee where I was at the time, to >*uwiyal, to see Sheikh Ahmed 
Jemadar. When he returned, he informed us that Sheikh Ahmed Jema¬ 
dar had a short time previously been out with his gang, and had strangled 
four Gollah peons carrying treasure ; and that each Thug had received 
6 tolahs of gold, and m> rupee* as his share of the booty. During the 
time of Sahib Khan Jemadar'* confinement at S a tiara, Tippoo Jemadar, 
brother-in-law of Sheikh Ahmed Jemadar, was also detained along with 
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Davey Been — Bhikfta — Dojja—Kkoda Buksh — Ferin- 
geea—Zolfuka r — Dory ha—Kaem K han * 

Q.—Yon were among the men arrested by Mr. Wrigbt 
were you not, at Cawupore l 

Bhikka.—Yes, 1 was among them; he got about a 
hundred, and put them all into one old jail at Bithore on 

him; and Arcottee Thugs were in the habit of coming to gain intelli¬ 
gence regarding him and his companions, and by that means we were 
kept acquainted with the proceedings of the gangs to the south. 

(True Copy) 

W, H. S LEE MAN. 


Extract Deposition of Mymi Khan , alias Lungotea , Jemadar of Thugs, 

lately arrested , taken before Captain Reynolds at llingolee on the 31 st 

of October 1835. 

1 will state the names of such of the Arcottee Jemadars of Thugs as 
I am acquainted with. 

Oosraan Khan Jemadar, a man of a robust habit of i<ody. I met him 
last up wards of four years oti the Kurnool road, beyond Hydrabad, 
with a gang of 60 Thugs. He resides at Mulhar, some where in the 
vicinity of Bellary. 

Sahib Khan Ladeekun Jemadar, a relative of Oosraau Khan Jemadar, 
whom he follows. 

Sheikh Ahmed, son of Dawaljee Jemadar, formerly had a gang of 50 
Thugs. I have not seen him since the time Mr. Munro arrested Thugs 
in the Z \IM of Dharwar, but have occasionally heard of him* 

Chabreah Emaura Jemadar, and his brother Hoonoorgnh, had formerly 
a gang of 30 Thugs. I have not seen them since the time of Mr. Monro's 
arrests, but within the last two years I have heard that they were resid¬ 
ing iu the jurisdiction of some 'Rajah near Bezwarah, on the road from 
Hydrabad to Maauiipatam. 

Tippoo, the brother of Sheikh Ahmed, in whose company he is* I have 
not seen him since the time abovementioned. 

In former times, all these Jemadars, with many hundreds of Thugs, 
resided in the Arcot and other adjacent Zillahs ; but about 20or 22 years 
ago, Sheikh Ahmed Jemadar, with a party of sixteen Thugs and four 
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the information of Munsook Brahman and others of our 
gang, They told ns that if we told the truth and proved 
our story, we should have favor, and many did so ; but the 
people about Court soon told Us we were fools, for those 



women, came to (he Oorus of Peer Dustgeer, which takes place at the 
village of Neeioor, in the Pergunuahof Goolburgah, where he met meant! 
Khuoddoo Jemadar, who had also come to attend the Oorus. Sheikh 
Ahmed informed us that he was an inhabitant of the Arcot ZiHab, and 
that agreat misfortune had befallen the Thugs of that part of the country, 
for as the English gentleman had commenced arrestingthem, there was no 
dwelling place left for them there ; he therefore wished to settle himself 
elsewhere. We further heard from Sheikh Ahmed that his father 
Daw uljee Jemadar of Thugs, had been apprehended, and was then in 
confinement either at Vellore or Bangalore. In the end, Sheikh Ahmed 
and his gang went into the Sorapoor District and had an interview 
with the Rajah through the intervention of Khoddoo Jemadar, and then 
fixed his residence in the village of Bullondghee. In the course of a 
year, nearly 100 Thugs were assembled at Bullondghee and the neigh¬ 
bouring villages, in consequence of the relatives of the others coming up 
from the Carnatic to settle there. I have heard that they paid large sums 
of money yearly to the Sorapoor Rajah. Some years after, the 1 hugs 
having amassed great wealth, the Rajah demanded a fine from theip. they 
therefore left Bullondghee and iuuK up thidr abode at the village of 
Chinrmiliah,the Jageer of Raheer Patail, in the Afzoolpoor Pergunnah. 
During this interval the Thugs used to go out for “ Rovgar” in the 
direction of Ktirnool and Cuddapab, and on the road to Masulipatam. 

Several years afterwards, Sooltaun Khan Jemadar, the brother of 
Sahib Khan Jemadar of Kukermulla, (now an approver at Sholapoor) 
was apprehended at Annygherry, and a Thug of his gang named Mfthame- 
daa, confessed his guilt and pointed out the places of residence of the 
Thugs. He was sent to Mr. Monro, the Magistrate of Mungolee, in the 
D bar war Zillah, who commenced arresting Thugs according to his 
evidence. Nearly 40 or 50 Thugs were seized, from among whom Sahib 
Khau Jemadar of Rukhermulia, Chunneeka Sahib Khan and others 
were sent to Sattara ; and Mahomedea, Lumboo Burreah, Giddoo 
Burre&b and others to Dharwar, and there detained in confinement. 
Dreading Jest they should be arrested, Sheikh Ahmed Jemadar and the 
Areottee Thugs, with their wives and families, left their homes in the 
Dekhan, and went to Hyderabad, from whence part of them proceeded 
cm the Masulipatam road and the remainder on the Kurnooi road, and 
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who confessed were sure to swing, while those who denied 
were equally sure to get off- A Daer Saer Sahib (Judge 
of Circuit) came from Bareilly and examined us, and went 
back ; another came, and as soon as he got back he sent 

fixed their residence in the vicinity of those places. Since that time the 
Aicottee Thugs have not again visited the Dekhan during their 1 hug 
expeditions. They range through the country bordering on the sea coast, 
by Masullpatam, Rajamundry aud Chicacole; or move by way of 
Madras up to Seringapatam, and then back again to their own abodes. 

The Arcottees are generally hereditary Thugs, by caste Mussulmans, \ 
are great eaters of Beetle*"*; —,oi v wear Loongiea like Svpoy*, and \ 
often repre**^ *.m»elve» to be in the o„ mmm y*s service, in order to | 
secure themselves from molestation on the road. They bury the bodies I 
of their victims securely, lest the stseret of Thuggee should foe divulged, J 
and are much more deceitful than the Dekhoee Thugs, so that rich j 
travellers and Sahooknrs place confidence in them on account of their j 
respectable appearance. Their manner of strangling with the handker- j 
chief, mode of burial, and other rites, are similar to those of the Dekhnee • 
Thugs, though there is some difference in the slang language of the 
Arcottees. They generally use the Hmdustanee language in common 
conversation, though they also speak the Tamul. J 

I recently obtained intelligence of Sheikh Ahmed Jemadar and other 
Arcottee Thugs in the following manner. There was an Arcottee Thug 
named Kasim, who formerly came and resided with Sheikh Ahmed 

Jemadar, in the A f^oolponr District. He contracted a marriage in the 

village of Bullondghee, but when Mr. Muoro began to seize Thugs, 
Kasim and his wife fled the country, in company with Sheikh Ahmed. 
About two years ago, Kasim’s father-in-law named Ismael, left Bullond- 
ghee in search of his son-in-law. A fter some time Ismael return**, bringing 
with him both Kasim and his wife, and mey took up their residence at 
the village of Gour, i Q the Afzoolpoor Pergunnah, where they were both 
residing at the time of my unost, about three mouths ago j and if they 
are seized they will be able to give correct intelligence regardiug tho 
place of abode of the Arcottee Thugs. I beard from Ismael and Kasim 
that Sheikh Ahmed, Mahomed lioosain, and Emaura Sahib Arcottee 
Jemadars, with sixty followers, were living in some villages four or five 
koas on this side of Bezwarah, on the Masulipatam road, appertaining to 
some Hindoo Rajah Zumeendar, bey aid the Hydrabad Territory. 

There is also a female named Ju^dumah, who is a Jemadarneu of 
Thugs, with a party of upwards of JOD persons, who reside in certain 
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an order for oar release, Ramdeetr, who was hung last 
year at Cawnpove, and Kesuree Subahilar, who was hung 
here this year, were kept in for a short time longer. 

Q .—Was that Raradeen your brother ? 

Dewey Been. —Yes, my eldest brother and father of 
lleera approver, who is with Mr. Wilson. 

Q .—How long was this before Mr. Stockwell’s proceed¬ 
ings ? 

j Oavey Deen. —The Istakole Kee Gurdee, (the Stock- 
well inroad) took place very soon after. JDojja was one of 
the racu arrested.* 

Dojja .—Yes; SUukwell and Perry batuiis scraped 
together some two hundred of us at Mynporee, but a 
Daer Saer Sahib came from Bareilly, and released ail for 
whom the Zumeendars would give security. The twenty 
who could not get it were retained. 

Davey Deen ,—Yes, I remember. Mr. Stockwell and 
Perry went down in the same buggy to the Sahib and 
told him that they had secured us at much cost and 
trouble, and that we were all aseel, thorough-bred Thugs; 
but he said it would not do to keep us upon mere general 
report, particularly if the Zumeendars would vouch for 


villages belonging to some Rajah, situated three days journey on this side 
Of Bangalore. The Thugs of her gang proceed on expeditions towards 
S&asuHpatam and Chieacont.- .Tugdumah is about 50 years of age, and 
has two sous named Sirdar Khan and Burree Khan, besides her own 
two brothers. She exercises the authority of Jemadarnee herself, but 
sends her sous and brothers oat in charge of the gang ; she has amassed 
great wealth by the practice of Thuggee. 

(A true Translation) 

(Signed) P. A. REYNOLDS, SupL 


(Trie Copy) 


W. H. SLEEMAN, 


* See appendix W 
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us. He went to Calcutta, and six months after came 
back and caused us alf to be released, by an order from 
the Sudur, except eighteen. 

Dojja. —But they get bold of me again two years 
after, and kept me in for fifteen years doing all kinds 
of work. 

Khoda Bttksh. —Mr. Stockwell seized me and six 
others at Oureya, and we were sent to Bithore and 
kept at Rabukaree, with some hundred of the Thugs, 
for more than six months, when Rehlee Sahib ordered 
us seven to cut muttee (work on the roads) for a year, 
after which we got off. Cheynooa Brahman and his 
brother Holosee are still at large. Munsa was hung hero 
the other day. Bhowanee died in the Saugor Jail, and 
Doulut Brahman died at home. Hamah Lodhee is here 
one of the approvers? 

Q ,—It was not your relation Ashraf Jemadar, who 
is still at large, among the number ? 

Khoda Buksh. —No, he was not with ns. 

Feringeea.— Ashraf never got the rank of Jemadar 
of Thugs. 

Zolfukar. —Yon mistake, he is a Jemadar. 

Feringeea. —None but his owu relations ever called 
him so. 

Q .— But I hud him entered as a Jemadar in the book? 

Feringeea.— You may write him down a king in your 
book if yon please, but he was no Jemadar of ours. 

Zolfukar. —Had he been a Brahman like yourself, 
instead of a Musulman, you would have thought him so. 

Q —But how did the Zameendars venture to give 
security for you all; they must have known you to be 
Thugs ? 

Dave Dyeen. —They knew us very well, hut they had then 
confidence in us; they thought we should keep our own 
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secrets, and if we did so, no one else would be able to- 
convict ns and get them into trouble. 

Zolfukar ,—Yes ; there was then something 1 like reli¬ 
gion and good faith (Dhurum Eeman) among us, and we 
found friends every where. Where could we find them now! 

Davey Deen *—When I and my brothers were seized by 
Mr. Monckton, the Zumeendar would have given any 
security for as. 

Feringeea .—When Madboo was seized by Mr. Benson 
and sent to Saugorfrom Etawa, they would have given 
ten thousand rupees security for him. 

Kuleean Sing .—When our gang was arrested at 
Hoshungabad, was there not a scramble among the Hill 
Chiefs and Zumeendars to get us released upon their 
security l Did not many both there and at Jubulpore, who 
had never seen us in their lives, make their agents oiler 
any security that could be demanded for our future good 
behaviour. 

Q .—And why did they do this ? They no doubt thought 
you very innocent and respectable men under misfortunes ? 

Kuleean Sing .—Not at all. We managed to persuade 
them that we could, by being allowed to follow our old 
trade under their protection, be made a new source of 
revenue to them. We told them that we would pay for 
the little land we might cultivate in thoh villages mom 
than fifty times its vaiue. 

CJiotee .—Did not the Khvrooa Chief stand a long- siege 
from his master, the Jhansee Rajah, before he would give 
up eight or ten of us ? 

Kaen Khan .—And was not the Maharajah of Gwalior 
obliged to send two large guns and a great force against 
XUmmma Zumeendar os Bahmanpora before he would 
give us upland were not several lives lost in the action 
which continued from daylight till nine in the morning. 
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Bbumma was very fond of us, particularly of our Jema¬ 
dar Cholab Khan, whose father had been hung the year 
before at Sangor, and who is now an approver with 
Mr. Thomas, and he said he would rather die than give 
us up : but poor man he had only sixteen muskets to 
fight with, and had got into disgrace at Court by not 
paying his rents! The Lord Sahib (Lord William 
Bentinck) must have heard the guns, for he and the Rae 
Sahib were encamped only a few miles off at the time? 

Dtidoo Nvjeeb .—Yes, and you strangled Larroo, the 
poor female spy,* : whom we sent in to look after you. 
We heard it afterwards from a dancing girl of the place : 
And we had much trouble to get you after all, for the 
A mil would not give up the five Thugs whom he had 
secured, unless we gave him a receipt for the ten who 
had got away also, saying, “ there had been trouble and 
fighting enough for fifty Thugs.” This we refused to do 
however. 

Kaem Khan .—I know nothing about Larroo’s death. 
She must have been killed somewhere else. 

Q t —What gives n wau the rank of Jemadar ? 

Dorgha- —A man who has always at command the 
means of advancing a month or two’s subsistence to a 
gang will be called so ; a strong and resolute man, whose 
ancestors have been for many generations Thugs, will 
soon get the title, or a very wise man, whose advice in 

* There is no doubt that this party did strangle this woman, the wife 
of Peer Buksh approver. She had traced them to the village before, 
and now accompanied the guard sent to arrest them. She entered the 
village alone and was never after seen. They will not acknowledge shat 
they killed her. A Nujeeb and a trooper who entered the village in 
the disguise of Fukeers, to verify Larroo’a information the first time, 
had a very narrow escape. They were obliged to plunge into the river 
Churabul, and remain up to their chins in water, a whole night, wh 1 ® tho 
Thugs and villagers were searching every bush on the bank. 
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difficult 'cases has weight with the gang; one who has 
influence over local authorities, or the native officers of 
courts of justice; a man of handsome appearance and 
high bearing, who can feign the man of rank Well —all 
these things enable a man to get around him a few who 
will consent to give him the fees and title of Jemadar; 
but it requires very high and numerous qualifications to 
gain a man the title of Subahdar. 

2nd September 1835. 

<£.—"What age are you l 

Shumshera .— 1 am about twenty-four. 

Q .—Where do you reside ? 

Shwnskera ,—My family have resided in the village of 
Chorkeya, twenty cose north east from Ghazeepore and 
in that district, for three or four generations, but my father 
absconded, and his creditors became very importunate 
for the payment of the money he owed, and I and my bro¬ 
ther Ilunjeet, who is now in the Ghazeepore Jail, were 
obliged to go and reside in the village of Bhorajpore, six 
cose north from Cfaupura. Four months after this we 
were both seized by Mr. Smith and brought to Gbazee-* 
pore two years ago next October. 

Q _I understand you have served with the River 

Thugs of Bengal V s 

Shumshera .— On one occasion only. I had been on one 
expedition with Dilawur Khan and one with Fatteli 
Khan, and after these I went with Bhowur Khan and 
Maradun, two Lodaha Thugs, and joined Jhoulee Khan 
the fair and Gholamun, Jhoulee Kban bad a man to 
carry his bundle by name Kathoo, as he was to act ibis 
season with Jypaul Kaet, a Jemadar of the Bongoos, or 
,xVve ^ kugs. lie acted as their Sotha, or inveigler, this 
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season. We joined Jypaul at the Mormakeya Ghat, 
where he had two boats at the different Ghats, two and 
three cose from each other. Jhoalee Khan brought two 
Beetoos to the boat which Jypaul commanded in person, 
and Bhowur Khan and I embarked with them. As soon 
as we had all got on board, Jypaul said in Rumasee, "let 
the Boras (Thugs) separate themselves from the Beetoos ” 
and we did so, leaving* the two travellers together. Four 
men were on the bank pulling along the boat, one was at 
the helm, acting at the same time as the Bykureea or spy, 
and seven of the gang were below with us and the 
travellers. We had got on about a cose when the 
Bykureea at the helm, seeing all clear, called out " Bhug-* 
na ko pawn do,” give my sister’s son pawn. This was their 
mode of giving the Jhirnee, or signal, and the two 
Beetoos were strangled. After strangling them, they 
broke their spinal bones thus, by putting their knees upon i 
their backs, and pulling up their beads and shoulders. , 
After doing this they pushed them out of a kind of win¬ 
dow in the side. Every boat has two of these windows, I 
one on each side, and they put the bodies out of that 1 
towards the river. They break the spinal bones to f 
prevent all chance of the people recovering and givhx>- l 
evidence against them. We generally stab the dead 
bodies through on both sides under the arm pits ; but 
they are afraid to cut or stab the body lest there shouN / 
be signs of blood upon the water as the corpses pass 
other boats that are following them on the river. 

Q .—What booty did you get ? 

Shumshera.—We got only sixteen gwidas of pice (64), 
two brass lotahs, and the old clothes which the two men 
wore. It was hardly worth dividing. But comiag on near 
Monghere, Jhoulee Khan, with whom we had aaded and 
gone along on the road near the river, inveigl'd another 
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jnan, a Bee too frtnu Bengal going-to Guya on Pilgrimage, 
who yielded sixteen gundas of rupees, and we six got 
fifteen of them among os—at least Jhonlee'Khun shared 
only fifteen with us. 

Q .—flow was he disposed of? 

Shumshera. —In the same manner as the others 1 
believe, but I did not go on board this time. Jbonlee 
Khan and Bbowur Khan embarked with him and brought 
hack our share of the booty. After this affair I left them 
near Monghere, as I got very little and grew melancholy, 
as there were no Thugs of my own clan or district. -They 
were all Bitngoos and Lodubas. 

Q,—What became of Jy paul’s other boat ? 

Shumshera.— It waited for other passengers, and we 
did not see it again, as the boats go on from Ghat to 
Ghat without returning till they reach the end of their 
voyage up the river. 

Q.—Were your father and grandfather Thugs ? 

Shumshera —I believe so. I learnt so from others, but 
I never was taken out with them on Thuggee. [ was 
taught by Dilawur Khan Jemadar, of Chonbar in Chupra, 
son of Choramun; be has two brothers, Dekk.ee and 
Futtih, and all three are very noted Thugs, but they are 
also cultivators. 

Q.—T>nt how coaid you be ignorant of your father being 
» Thug when he used to go every season on Thuggee ? 

Shumshera. —He and my uncle Dondee used to say 
that they had been in service, aud we never heard them 
say any thing of Thuggee. I should have known nothing 
about it had I rot been taken out by Dilawur, Fulteh 
Khan, and afterwards byJboulee Khan the Fair, who told 
me that I. was of a very high Jomaldehee family of 
Thugs, Ue clan from which he and all the Lodahas 
Sprung. ■; 


Q.—How are the River Thugs not suspected by the 
people? who live on the banks of the river ? 

Skumshera .—They are very well known by the Goreyts j 
(police-men), and some other people of the small villages j 
along the banks of the Gauges; they sometimes keep their 
boats near these villages for several days together. The 
two lotahs taken from the two men whose murder I have 
described, war© given to the Goreyt of the village of 
More, whom Jypaul after the murder sent off for eight 
annas worth of spirits. These Thugs never keep any 
part of the booty but the money, lest it should bring them 
into trouble. The clothes of the two men were thrown j 
into the river. The principal men of the gang, or the 
shrewdest of them go along the roads, each having a 
servant carrying* his bundle and proceeding towards the 
Gh&t where his boat is to be found, whether going up or 
down the river. When a traveller overtakes him, he 
learns whither he is going, pretends to be ignorant of 
the road, to be going to the same place with the traveller, 
but to be entirely unacquainted with it, and anxious to 
have somebody to instruct him. If the traveller had not 
intended to go by water, the Thug soon pretends to be 
much tired, and wishes that he were near a boat. The tra¬ 
veller expresses the same wish, and they agree to diverge 
from the road to the river. Coming to the Ghat the Thug 
pretends that be is a good hand at a bargain, and is allowed 
to agree for a passage for both. He beats down the master 
of his own boat, after a good deal of disputing, to half 
price, and the Beetoo is much pleased and expresses his 
gratitude; they embark, and the Beetoo is killed as soon 
as they get away from other boats. If the Beetoo sus¬ 
pects or dislikes the first man, he soon falls in with the J 
inveigier of another boat who learns it by a sign, and j 
pretends to enter into the Beetoo’s feelings and anxiety | 



( 268 ) 


to throw oft* tlie first, who on some pretence remains 
behind, while his friend takes on the traveller to the 
other boat further on than his own, where he is disposed 
off. They are much more numerous than we are, I have 
not heard of more than about thirty families of Moteeas, 
and the Lodahas are not much above two hundred men, 
but the Bongoos are very numerous I have heard. 

f ).—What do they consider the best season tor their 
work ? 

Shumshera. —The months of November, December, 
January, and February. In March it becomes too hot, 
and in the rains the river is considered to be too rapid, 

} and the boats cannot be pulled along the banks. 

Q.—Was your brother Rnnjeet a Thug ! 

Shumshera. —Never; he never went on Thuggee, and 
used often to admonish me against going, but I did not 
attend to him. 

Imam Buksh and Bukhtavmr are sent for. 

Q ..—llow was it that this lad's father, Madar Buksh, 
an old and noted Thug, did not initiate him himself ! 

Bwkhtawur. —His father used to drink very hard, and 
| n hi s fits of intoxication he used to neglect his prayers, 
and bis days of fast. All days were the same with him. 
This lad, Shumshera, was always sober and religiously 
disposed, and separated from his father, living always with 
his uncle Dondee, who was a very worthy and good man. 

Q .—But he was a Thug also { 

BukhtaiOur. —Ye*, he was, but be did not tell this boy so, 

Q .-~This lad says the Bongoos are known to the 
villagers on the hank of the river l 

Bukhtavmr. —tie is a mere boy; if they were known to 
the villagers, how could they escape so well. They rarely 


keep their boats near villages; but. when they do, they 
conciliate the Goreyts and other police men that they may 
not ask questions. 

Q .—They never keep any thing but money he says ? 

Bukhtawur. —Rarely. They throw every thing else 
away in order to keep clear ot the Custom-house 
searchers who are very numerous iu that quarter. 

Q. —He tells me that Jhoulee Khan the Fair has become 
a river Thug ? 

Bukhtawur. — \ es, for the last seven years Jhoulee has 
taken to the river ; be bought a boat or two with some ot 
them, and being a very clever man he makes one of their 
best inveiglers I hear. 

Q. —And his namesake ? Jhoulee Khan tbeJBlack ? 

Bukktawur .—He keeps to the roads, and he has 
villages to take care of. He rented two villages from Dolar 
Choudhuree, who is a Rajah without a Tiluk, whose 
son-in-law demanded from him the rent rather harshly ; 
Jhoulee was a proud man, and gave him. a drubbing 
with his shoe, aud the Rajah got him seized and sent to 
Mozufferpore as a Thug. He W'as twelve years in prison, 
and has been at large for the last ten years, reporting 
himself to the police in person every eight days, while 
his brother, Tulwar Khan, leads out his gang on the 
roads. They are both very great men, but Jhoulee Khan 
the Fair is the greatest. He knows every Thug in Bengal, 
whether on the river or the land. 

Q__Were not some of your family lately bung at 
Ghazeepore ? 

Imam Buksk. —Yes. My two brothers Khuda Buksh 
and Peer Buksh were hung in September, two years ago. 
I am the oldest and last. 

—And how did you escape? 




w 
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Imam i?»£s7i.—~Tbey were taken in the fact (literally 
Lasb-ke-upcr,” upon the bodies,*) but I was takfen 
afterwards at home. They offered to release me on 
security, and when I was ready to give it, they sent me 
off to Saugor.f 


W. H. SLEEMAN, 

Genl. Supt 


* The bodies in this case could not he found I believe by the tVfagis* 
trutc of Ghasseepore, hut the evidence was sufficiently clear without them. 

t See Appendix—list of River Thugs— XV. 
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x i . rffifirV'‘i . • * ’ % 

CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN CAPTAIN 
SLEEMAN AND MR. STOCKJFELL. 


Sang or, 7 th February, 1833. 

Dear Sir, 

I have now before me several pri¬ 
vate and public letters written by you so long back as 
1816 on the subject of Tluigs, and as you may be pleased 
to learn something of the subsequent history of the lead¬ 
ing characters whom you then mentioned as being at 
large and at their “ dreadful trade,” I take the liberty 
to enclose a few genealogical tables of the families of 
souk' of the approvers now under my charge. Should 
you not have preserved copies of these letters I shall 
have much pleasure in forwarding them to you, for I have 
often referred to them with interest and advantage. 

I hope you will pardon the liberty 1 take in saying that 
it is to me, and must be to everyone who knows any thing 
of the subject, and feels anxious for the success of an 
attempt so interesting' to humanity, a source of sincere 
gratification to find you again so unexpectedly placed in a 
situation where your abilities and former experience arc 

A 
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like!# to be of such important advantage. Indeed I may 
very 4>nestly say, and without any wish to he complimen¬ 
tary tci'a Gentleman whom I have never had an opportu¬ 
nity of seeing, that I consider your appointment to the 
Dooab providentiali and to complete our success all that 
is wanting seems to tne to be your appointment as a 
Special Commissioner to try all the Thngs arrested in the 
different districts of the Dooab and the Kingdom of Oude, 
and health and strength to enable you to get through the 
Herculean labour. This tribute I pray you to accept 
from one who has known you only through your repute 
as a public Officer, and who may perhaps never have 
an opportunity of becoming personally acquainted with 
you. 

My part in the work I consider as an episode in my 
life. It is a duty to which I have devoted willingly and 
zealously all the little ability that God has given me, but 
it is one to which none of ns would be led from taste or 
inclination. It is one requiring the finest abilities, but one 
to which fine abilities would not from choice be directed. 
If the protection of life and property be the first duty of 
Government, never did any object more imperatively call 
for the application of all its energies than this ; and I 
trust no considerations will induce it to relax, or its pub¬ 
lic Officers to withhold their cordial co-operation in the 
work. 

Believe me, dear Sir, your’s very faithfully, 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN. 

G. Stogkwell, Esq. 

Note.— Mr. Stock well had for some years been Commissioner in 
Orissa, and his return to the Dooab was to rne quite unexpected. 
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Cawnpore, 24 th October, 1833. 

My Dear Sir, 

An experiment is about to be 
made of what can be done with Thug cases in onr 
Courts of Law, for Mr. Wilson’s Shawl case will come 
before me immediately, and we shall see what effect is 
produced by the result of this trial. I have done what is 
in me to have the preliminary proceedings indisputably 
correct—1st, by obviating cavil at my holding a trial 
while the Sessions Judge is on the spot, which has been 
done by obtaining the opinion of the Nizamut in favor 
of my so doing—2ndly, by avoiding a chance that a com¬ 
mitment by Mr. Wilson is not deemed quite legal. He 
has no letter making him a Joint Magistrate, nor has be 
been Gazetted as such, while the letter from Government 
to the Nizamut only speaks of the districts in which he 
ought to be made joint—not that he has been so made. 
This we overcome by getting the Magistrate to join in 
the commitment without however touching the case, and 
thus I think we start fair. 

Of Wilson 1 will not pretend to give you auy ac¬ 
counts. You are aware of his activity and zeal, and 
doubtless he keeps you acquainted with his movements 
and their results. He may too tell you, though he might 
not tell me and has not, if any thing is done by me or by 
my subordinates which frustrates his endeavours. And 
if so you will possibly let me know what does thwart him, 
for certes he has my anxious wishes for the success of 
the most important Police measure that has been adopted 
in my time. May your health so rally and your strength 
be so renovated that you may remain to superintend that 

measure to its triumphant conclusion. I can hardly say 
more of it than that 1 have heard persons equally unknown 
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to you and to me, but who have travelled through your 
districts call down blessings on your head for the security 
to the lives and property of travellers which had been 
brought about by your exertions and penetration. This 
is the sort of praise which must come home to a man s 
breast, and as I said, the persons knew neither yon nor 
me personally, so it is genuine. I hope you got lists of 
Thugs sent to you under two separate covers from 
Fultebghur and Cawnpore. 

Believe me, very truly yours, 

(Signed) G. STOCKWELL. 


To Captain Sleeman, &c. &.c. 



Cawnpore, 6th November , 1833. 

My Dear Sir, 

"Wilson’s commitment came before 
me at the close of last month. It took me two days to 
make extracts from his proceedings and five more to take 
the trial. Of a jury of nine who were called, only six 
attended, of whom one deserted on the third, another on 
the fourth clay of trial, leaving four by whom the verdict 
was delivered. Their judgment was more free from 
bias than that of an English jury, because there were no 
advocates to lead, nor was there any summing up by me, 
whence my leaning might have been discovered. At first 
the business seemed to go against their grain, and to be 
beyond their belief ; but, as point after point was deve¬ 
loped, and each fresh head of evidence fitted into tbat 
which had gone before, conviction entered their minds. 
After retiring for an hour into a separate room they 
returned with a verdict of guilty : they brought in three 
men guilty of the actual murder, and the same three with 
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three others guilty of removing the bodies, stubbing and 
throwing them into a well; and a seventh guilty ol being 
with them, though not at the murder. The nine accused 
of receiving, sharing and passing the stolen property were 
also convicted. Of these last I have acquitted and released 
two. The rest must await the orders of the Nizamut by 
whom I suppose some will he hanged. But the trial will 
not yet be submitted, as it came out before me that two 
of the Jemadars, Rumdeen and Bbugga, had been lor three 
years in the Furruckabad jail on a charge of Thuggee, 
whence they were released but two months before they 
set out on this expedition. The papers have been sent 
for from that Zillah. Should you desire a more detailed 
account I will send over my notes of the evidence, though 
notes are rarely useful to any hut him by whom they are 
made, and with them a copy of my address, which will be 
brief, to the Nizamut when laying my proceedings before 

them. 

As I am about to quit the Dooab, it will be beyond my 
power to lend that aid to Wilson’s operations which I 
trust they have received in my character of moderator 
between him and our Magistrates. But I hope the foun¬ 
dation which has been laid by his own good sense and 
conciliatory manner towards functionaries and people, and 
the footing on which I have put lnm with them, will 
preserve to him all necessary influence. And that it 
may be rendered efficient, I have to day, in a demi-official 
to Mr. Macs ween, advised that Wilson should be Joint 
Magistrate in the districts within *this and the Allahabad 
Division. Any particular trials can still be referred to me, 
if it be so wished, at Moradabad ; and in respect to 
hearing them, there is no objection nor reluctance on my 
part, I cannot however but think that an arrangement 
is required for trying the Jumaldahee Thugs whose 


depredations are committed in Onde. The venue cannot 
be changed to our Courts, and Saugor appears to me too 
distant. Would not the Government instruct the Resi¬ 
dent to hold those trials* ? 

Relieve me, my dear Sir, very truly and faithfully yours, 
(Signed) G. STOCKWELL. 

To Captain Sleeman, &c. See. 



APPENDIX B. 

English proceedings of the Thug trials held at 
(xhazeepoor and Benares in 1833-34. 

To 

WELBY JACKSON, Esquire, 

Register to the Nizamut Adawlat for 
the Western Provinces at Allahabad. 

I herewith transmit to be laid before 
the Nizamut Adawlut the proceedings 
upon the Trial, noted in the margin, 
held at the station of Ghazeepoor on 
the 24th, 26th, 27th, 29th and 30th 
days of August, 1833, A. D. 

2. There are three Prosecutors— 
Shewsahae Lull deposes that he is a 
Gomastah of Persotum Doss Shah, a 
Muhajan of the city of Benares, by 
■whose directions he, the Prosecutor, 
purchased a quantity of Kinkaubs 


Sir, 


Court of Sessions 
of Zillak Ghazeepoor 
Trial, No. 5, of the 
Calendar for Sessions 
of August, 1883. 

1. Sbewsubae LoH, 
Gomastah of Per¬ 
sotum Doss Shah, 
Prosecutors. 

2- MnssE .Phooleeah, 
8, Jhannoe, 

FcrsH*. 

3* Peer Bu kb s Khan, 


* This has since been done. 




Number of 
Calendar. 
Number of 
Prisoners. 
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EX^RACT* _ Calendar of Prisoners committed hi the Magistrate nd Joint Magistrate of Zillah Ghazeepoor, to take their Trial 

before the Session Judge of Zillah Ghazeepok at the Sessions for August, 1B33. 

_1 ^—-4 ^ . .. 


Names of the 
Parties. 


Sewsahoieioll, 
Gomastah of Per- 
suttnendoss Mo- 
hajun, 

Musst* Foollee- 
ah, heir of Pur- 
dill Khan, 
Jharoo, heir of 
Buddhoie la¬ 
bourer, 


versus 


Abstract of the 
charge and the 
date on which 
the Crime was 
committed. 


Date of the 
apprehen¬ 
sion of (he 
Prisoners. 


1st Count. 


Thuggee, at¬ 
tended with 
the murder of 
Poordill Khan 
and Buddhoie 
labourer. 


2d Count. 


fi f 


Peerbux Khan, 
son of Kussun 
Khan, 

K urriwW* 
Khan, sou of 
Shaick Nyrkoo, 
Bechuck Noor- 
b a IF, son ofOhayd 
NoorbaiF, 
Kbodabux Khan, 
son of Dowlut 
i 

Shaick Burtotse, 
gon of Shaick 
Sawdolaw, 

Pee roc Khan, 


Murder of 
Poordill Khan 
and Buddhoie 
labourer, 1st 
April, 1833. 


son of Dow!tit 

. 

Shaick Bur; 
tour, son of 
Shaick Kood- 
rutholah, 

Shaick Aomee, 
sou of Shaick 
Bussey. 


Nos. I to 
6, 2d Apr. 
1833. 

No. 7, 
14th May, 
1833. 

No. 8, 
16th June, 
1833* 


EVIDENCE FOB Tt 1 PROSECUTION. 


Witnesses 
to the fact. 


Kurma- 
ley Khan. 


Witnesses 
(o the ap¬ 
prehension 
of the Pri¬ 
soners, 


Shaick 
Oudau, 
Balsa, Pu- 
ran, Gun- 
ga. 


Witnesses 
h the In 
quest or 
i fooruthal 


Zillah (jhazeepoor, the Vih August, 1833. 


Witnesses 
io the con¬ 
fession in 
the Dis¬ 
trict. 


V lessee 
jo 6 con- 
» lie- 
bn hclSla- 
gp* We. 

—- 


In. .ito 

6 .1 arug 


F inhit 

Siti:, 

Gi v.'.ess- 
: p«r id, 
“ -t&ub 
i.\ ; 
fund 
sura 
JVh- iAy 

i- 


W iinesses to 
the stolen 
property and 
before whom 
it WffJ found. 


Witnesses 
before whom 
the stolen 
property was 
found— 

Bekaree 
Candoo, Oe- 
gmuberCul- 
war, Ally 
Bux Shah, 
Doliim Koi- 
ree, Obey 
Candoo, 
Nurkoo 
Chamar, 
and Rah am 
Ally Noor- 
baff. 

Witnesses 
to identify 

the stolen 
property— 
Saboie Tai- 
iee, Baboo 
NoorbafF, 

Bamlotuu 
Raie, and 
GonsKhan. 


Circumstan¬ 
tial evidence . 


Witnesses to 
the bad cha 
ruder of the 
Prisoners 


A bstract <f the Ex- 
aminatian, ground 
and date of Com¬ 
mitment for trial. 


Musst. 

Choheeah, 
Bussuut 
Sing, Suu- 
ker Gorayte, 
Sewchurn 
Candoo, 
Bhoabul 
Raie, Hur- 
rie Uaie, 
Mob it Raie, 
Sewchurn 
Geer, Ora- 
row Noor- 
half, Bur- 
rowsah Roi- 
ree, Peoloo- 
ah Noorbaff, 
Thug Koi- 
ree, Autch- 
urabith Sing, 
Keen oo 
Sing. Dhy- 
amallie, 
JahuaHie, 
Maw jar Ah 
lie, Tackul 
Gorayte. 

Chiutamun 
Dosad, Be¬ 
chuck Kate, 
Parahoo 
Koiree, 
JSowniVb 
Koiree, and 
Uigulall 
Kurainut 
Allie. 


No. 7, Ta- 
wokol Go- 
rayte, Chin- 
tain uo Do- 
sad, Bee- 
chuck Koi¬ 
ree, Para¬ 
hoo Koiree, 
Nownidh 
Koiree, 
Shaick Ba¬ 
ra m, Jharoo, 
Ujrawul 
Raie, 

No. 8, Ruc- 
kutbullie, 
and Ban- 
dhaje ltaie. 


Nos. 1 to 6, 
committed on the 
evidence of the 
witnesses and 
being seized wdth 
the stolen pro¬ 
perty. 

Nos. 7 and 8, 
ion the evidence 
i of the witnesses 
and all on the 
grounds statpd 
in the proceed¬ 
ings held ou the 
27th July, 1833. 


Names of the Wit nesses on 
the part of the Prisoners , 


FTi7«es«i?s for 
the Defence. 


No. l,Gun- 
ga Dobey, 
and Sooka- 
ree Noorbaff. 
No. 2, Nun- 
doo, Pan- 
day, and 
Busrauj 
Matho. 

No. 3, Grauj 
Noondah, 
Domah Bug- 
get. 

No. 4, De¬ 
ha Raie 
and Rosee 
Panday. 

No. 5, Ram¬ 
bus; Panday, 
and Shaick 
Fukoorolak. 
No. 6, 
Hun3rauj 
Sing, Ram* 
Sing, 
Hurchurn 
Ojah, add 
Duljet 
Khan, 

No. 7, 
(hainroo 
Gore and 
Roopua 
Raie. 

No. 8, 
Murnlit 
Gore and 
PirthieRaie, 


Wanes*# 
io Charac¬ 
ter. 


Seal. 


(Sipopd) K, P. SMITH, Magistrate. 


(True Extract,) 

E. P. SMITH, Magistrate. 
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and other costly cloths of Benares 
manufacture in value about 450 rupees, 
placed them in a wooden box, sent 
the box to the Benares Custom 
House, where he took out a Row- 
annah, and had the box properly 
secured with rope and moomjamah, 
the fastenings being secured by wax 
bearing the Custom House Seal, en¬ 
tertained Purdil Khan as Peon in 
charge, and Buddhaie Cooley to carry 
the box ; and upon the 28th March, 
1833, corresponding to the 22d Cbait, 
1240 Fy., sent off the said Purdil 

Khan and Buddhaie, with directions 
labourer. ' . 

1st April, 1833. to deliver the box to the house ov 

Gonrdeal Ram and Buuarsee Ram, Muhajnns, residing 
in the Town of Chuprah, Zillah of Sarun. 

He further declares, that the distance between Benares 
and Chuprah is travelled in six days, but that eighteen 
days elapsed without his receiving any tidings that the 
goods had reached Chuprah, or of those to whom he had 
entrusted them ; when upon the nineteenth day, a letter 
reached him by the Dak fromSungumlall aud Bullakeedoss 
Muhajuns of the Town of Ghazeepoor, acquainting him 
with the apprehension of a gang of robbers having in 
their possession considerable property of a nature similar 
ot that which he, the Prosecutor, had entrusted to Purdil 
Khan, 

That he then repaired to Ghazeepoor, taking with him 
the Beejuck of the property, and having made known the 
occasion of his coining to the Magistrate, the property in 
Court was compared with the Beejuck and found to 
correspond, aud that after inspection he was enabled to 


% Kurrum Bukhti 
Khan, 

3. BechookNoorbaff, 

4. Khodabukhs Khan, 

5. Sheikh Durveish, 

6. Peeroolihan, 

7. Sheikh Buktuur, 

and 

8. Sheikh Auimee. 

Charge. 

Is* Count . 
Thugge, attended 
with murder of Pur¬ 
dil Khan and Bud¬ 
dhaie labourer. 

2d Count . 
Murder of Purdil, 

TT ! iriH nntl Tl vwlrfl It ii i la 
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swear to the whole property as being that which by his 
directions Purdil Khan and Bnddhaie look from Benares 
to carry to Chuprab. 

Musat. Phootcah, The wife of Purdil Khan corro¬ 

borated the circumstance of her husband having* been 
engaged for the trip by Ghous Khan, a Jemadar in the 
employ of Shewsahae Lai! last named, and to her husband 
having sent her a message on the day he set out, saying 
he should return in six days. That he never has re¬ 
turned and she uow hears he has been murdered; she 
recognises a sword and a dagger in Court as having 
been her husband’s, weapons. 

The third Prose- A Chowdry of Coolies at Benares, 
cutor, Jhauooo, corroborates the dispatch of a box by 

Shewsahae I/all in charge of Purdil Khan, and bis having- 
furnished Bnddhaie Cooley in virtue of his office, to carry 
the box. He appears as a prosecutor in consequence of 
his being Buddhaie’s uncle. 

Evidence for the 3d,—The facts stated by the I. rose- 
Frosecution, cutors, that is the purchase of the 

property, the taking out a Rowannah at the Benares 
Custom House, the entertaining of Purdil Khan aud 
Buddhaie, and the dispatch of the box in their charge, 
and the identity of the property with that in the Court, 
is firmly established by the following evidence: 

iiamlowtnn Rate, Who was employed by Shewsa¬ 

hae Lall to purchase the goods. 

Baboo Noorbafl', Who himself manufactured the 

greater part of the goods, sold them to Shewsahae Lall, 
aud who was present at the purchase of those articles not 
made by himself, 

Suhaie, A tailor in the employ of Shew¬ 

sahae Lall, who sewed the cloth packing cases, who 
sewed on the fringes to a number of articles, who assisted 
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in packing the goods, and who afterward saw the box, 
with the Custom House seals and moomjamah attached 
to it. 

Ghous Khan, Jemadar of Shewsahae Lall, who 

engaged Purdil Khan and Buddhaie Cooley, and assisted 
in packing the box. 

4tb.—~I now proceed to the evidence which is adduced 
to prove that this property of the Prosecutor Shewsahae 
Lall was found upon the prisoners. 

Sheikh Oudan, a Deposes that, on the 2d April 1833, 
Kurkundaz io the he was travelling along the road upon 
Thannah of Baosdee, business connected with the Police, 
in an easterly direction, when just as lie was about to 
enter the village of “ Meiree Tal,” he met seven men 
coming from Meiree Tal. That he at once recognised 
Kurreem Bukhs, Peeroo Khan and Kurrnm Alii, having 
chanced to see them once before, when they were under 
trial for a former offence ; that he spoke to them slightly, 
and then, passing them, entered the village. That sus¬ 
pecting their purpose, he got together some of the 
Zemindars and Goraits of Meiree Tal, and gave imme¬ 
diate pursuit ; that coming in sight of them about a mile 
from the village he found they had divided into two 
parties and taken different roads, one party consisting of 
Peeroo Khan, No. 6, Sheikh Durveisb, No. 5, and Kho- 
dah Bukhs Khan, No. 4, having taken a road due west, 
and the other party of four persons, Peer Bnkhs No. 1, 
Kurreem Bukhs No. 2, Beechook No. 3, and Kurrnm 
Ali having gone by a road in a N. W. direction ; that 
seeing this, he sent Atchumbit Sing and Lalsa Goraito 
after the first party, and himself, accompanied by Shew- 
deal Sing, Keener Sing, Pran and Gnnga, pursued the 
second party, and that he was thus enabled to apprehend 
the whole of these seven persons, upon four of whom 

B 
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Peer Bukhs (No. 1) Kurreem Bukhs (No, 2) Beecli.ee 
(No. 3) and Durveish (No. 5) he found bundles of pro¬ 
perty. 

Tbat he then proceeded with the whole party in the 
direction of bis Thannah, and had reached a Pokeree in 
Bansdee, when the prisoners entreated for their release, 
offering him fifty rupees cash, for which one of their party 
was to be sent, and a piece of Kinkab ; that he declined 
their offers, and lodged them safely at the Tbanuah, 
where the property found on them was duly examined, &c. 

The whole of the above testimony from the moment 
that Sheikh Oudan entered Meiree Tal and gave the 
alarm, till he delivered the prisoners into the custody of 
the Thannadar is corroborated by the following evidence: 

resident Zemindars and Gooraits 
of the village of Meiree Tal, added 
to which the prisoners* when examin¬ 
ed by the Thannadar, and in their sub¬ 
sequent depositions, admitted having the property in their 
possession, though they attempted to account for that 
circumstance in a way which will be noticed in the 
defence. 

5th. — Having thus traced the property with which 
Purdil Khan and Buddhaie set out from Benares to carry 
to Chuprah, into the possession of the prisoners, I now 
proceed to the evidence, tending to shew how far Purdil 
Khan would appear to have reached on his way. 

It is to be observed that Purdil Khan having charge of 
goods liable to pay duties and for which be held a 
Rowannah of the Benares Custom House, was obliged to 
present himself and shew his Rowannah at all the Custom 
House Chowkees on the road. We have accordingly the 


Sbewde&l Sing, 
Reener Sing, 
Aichnmbit Sing, 
Lalsu Goraite, 
Pran Gorait«, 


* The four prisoners on whom it was found. 


evidence of the following persons lo the point in question: 

Kurrauaat Ali, Stationed at liie Custom House 

Chowkee Gootntee Mohamah at Patna, to whom Purdil 
Khau shewed the box and Rowannab, and who took a 
copy of the Rowannab on the 28th March. 

LaUjeetoll, Stationed at the Chowkee Bnlleab, 

31 coss east of Patna on the road to Chuprah, who took a 
copy of the Rowannab which was presented to him by 
Purdil Khan ; he forgets the date, but from other sources 
it appears to have been the 31st March. 

Russunt Sing, Stationed at Chowkee Bursund, 2 

coss east of Chowkee Balleah on the Chuprah road, who 
minutely details the person and dress of Purdil Khan, 
the Cooley, the box with red Moomjamah and seals, his 
questioning Purdil Khan, who described himself as travel¬ 
ling from Benares to Chuprah, and to whom be assigned 
a lodging in the house of Shewchurn Candoo for that 
Bight (31st.) 

Shewchorn Candoo, In whose house at Bursund, Purdil 

Kbau slept. 

Snnker Gorait, Of Bursund, who doarribed the 

person, dress, fro i n a similar manner to Bussunt 

Sing. 

Human All, An accomplice to whom, under the 

provisions of Section III. Regulation X, 1824. pardon 
was tendered by the Magistrate,— 

Who describes bow he and the other eight Prisoners 
were out on the road. 1„ question, in quest of soe*e victims 
on whom to exercise their profession (Thuggee); thatlhey 
remained the night of the 30th March under a tree, 
south of the Village of Balleah above-mentioned, the night 
of the 31st March opposite to ant! a little south of 
Bursund, and that on the 1st April, when about 2i coss 
from Bursund, they fell in with Purdil Khan and the 
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Cooley carrying the bos, with whom some of them joined 
company and accompanied them to Murlee Chopra, 6 coss 
distant from Bursund ; that there they all passed the night 
under a tree at a little distance from the village, and that 
so early as 3 a. m. on the morning of the 2d April, they 
all set out and had proceeded but a short distance, when 
Purdil Khan and Buddbaie were deprived of their lives 
in the usual way by strangulation ; their bodies deposited 
in a ditch between two gardens near the spot ; the 
box opened and property packed in bundles, and their 
apprehension at noon the same day near Meiree Tal by 
Sheikh Oudan Btrrknndaz. 

Connecting this evidence with that to tho seizure of 
the Prisoners at Meiree Tal about noon on this very 
second of April, a distance of 8 coss west of Murlee 
Cbuprah, we have undoubted proof that Purdil Khan 
and Buddbaie Cooley appeared at Bulleali and Bur- 
sund Chowkies, aad slept at the latter place on the 31st 
March and that the prisoners were apprehended at 
Mejree Tal proceeding westward and 8 coss from Murlee 
Chupra by «. ornss road' in an opposite direction on this 
2d April,—that consequently Purdil Khan and Bud- 
dhaie could not possibly ha^e reached more than one 
stage beyond Chowkee Bursund when deprived of the 
property. 

6th.—The evidence to the following points bos thus 
been detailed : 

1. The. purchase and despatch of the property in 
charge of Purdil Khan and Buddbaie en route to Chopra 
on the 25th March. 

2 . The identity of the said property with that in the 

Court. 

3. The seizure of .the prisoners on the 2d April, 
having this property in their possession. 
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4. Evidences shewing that Pardil Khan could not 
have reached beyond a day’s journey east of Bursund, 
where he slept on the 31st March. 

The fate of Purdil Khan and Buddhaie, and the cir¬ 
cumstances attending the robbery are detailed in the 
evidence of Kurreem Aii alone, from whose deposition a 
brief abstract of a part only has been made* It is now 
however necessary to give it more in detail, as several 
connecting proofs have been elicited in consequence of 
the disclosures made by him* But first it is necessary to 
mention that at the Tbannah, and in the first instance 
before the Magistrate, he made a defence similar to that 
of the other prisoners, and that it was not until the 6th 
of May, being one month and four days subsequent to Jus 
apprehension, that lie gave his evidence upon oath before 
the Magistrate. 

He declares that in the month of Pbagoon, the eight 
prisoners assembled at the house of Kliader Rukhs (4), 
in the village of Tupnee, and set out along the road to 
Mirzapore in the hope of falling in with some booty. 
That he, Kurreeni Ali, had promised to meet them for the 
game purpose in the month of Cbait, and agreeably to 
his promise, he in the month of Chait went to the village 
of Tupnee, and through Musst. Choheeah, a female slave 
of Kbader Bukhs, enquired where he was to meet the 
gang. That Musst. A zee mo, the wife of Kliader Bukhs, 
was ill, and he did not see her, but that she sent him 
word by Choheeah* that he would meet the gang at the 
village of Bulleah ; that he set out for Bulleah, and upon 
the same day, the 30th March, reached Bulleah, where 
he found the prisoners, and was informed by them 
that they had been unsuccessful; that they remained that 

* This is corroborated by tk® evidonco of Muset, Choheeah. 
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Bight under a tree south of Bulleah ; that the next day 
they removed to the vicinity of Bursund, where they 
passed the night of the 81st; that in the morning of the 
1st April they proceeded eastward, and six men had gone 
ahead, while three of the party, Khader Bukbs (4), Dur- 
veesh (5), Peroo Khan (6), sat down by the road side to 
eat; that after a while these three persons appeared, 
having Purdil Khan and the Cooley in company ; that in 
the act of passing* their companions who were smoking by 
the road side, one of the three. Dor veesh (5), falling behind 
joined them, and told them to come on to Murlee Chopra 
about dusk in the evening. That they joined com¬ 
pany at Mnrlee Chopra, and took up their lodging* 
under a tree near the village, being the usual resting 
place for travellers; that at 3 a. m. of the 2d April, 
Ammee awoke Purdil Khan, and proposed to proceed, 
hut Purdil Khan, saying it was too early, declined ; that 
shortly after however the whole party proceeded, and 
while their companions scattered themselves to a little 
distance with a view to prevent the approach of strangers 
Khader Bukbs (No. 4), Durveesh (No. 5), Boktour (No. 
7), and Amrnee (No. 8), who continued near to Purdil 
Khan and JBuddhaie, having seated them to ease them¬ 
selves, took advantage of the opportunity aud strangled 
them; that Ammee (No. 8), threw the phausee, and Dur¬ 
veesh (No. 5), pulled out the legs of Purdil Khan, while 
Khader Bukbs (4), threw the phausee round Buddhaie*s 
neck, and Btiktour (7), held his legs; that the same 
persons then removed each their own victims and placed 
the bodies iri a ditch between two Baggechas; that 
Karrecm Bukbs (2), took up the box, and Khader Bukbs 
the dagger and sword, belonging to Purdil Khan, and 
they all of them then proceeded westward, in the direc¬ 
tion of Peeroo Kbau s house by a cross road; that when 
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they bad reached a distance of about one coss, they by 
Ammee’s desire went into a field, and broke open the 
box, where they divided the contents into four bundles, 
one a piece being given to Durveesh (5), Kurreem Bukhs 
(2), Buctour (7), and Ammee (8); that after having 
buried the pieces of the box and the strings and red 
moorojamah in the field, they again set out, and when 
near to Meiree Tal, Buktour (7), and Ammee (8), pro¬ 
posed to get home by a shorter route, and giving their 
bundles to Peer Bukhs and Beechook, separated from 
them when just entering Meiree Tal. That the gang 
then went up to the Tukkeah of AUee Bukhs Shah 
Faqueer, with whom Peeroo Khan (No. 0), deposited the 
sword belonging to the deceased; that going onward, 
they met Sbeikh Oudan Bnrkundaz outside Meiree Tal, 
who suspecting them, and knowing some of them to be 
bad characters, got a party of Zemindars and Goraits 
from Meiree Tal, and apprehended them; that they 
offered large bribes to Sbeikh Oudan, but he would not 
listen to them, and lodged them at the Thannah ; he also 
declared that the dagger had been taken from Khader 
Bukhs by Sheikh Oudan. 

The evidence of Kurreem Ali presented several 
peculiar circumstances, each susceptible of indepen¬ 
dent proof, and upon the truth of which the credit due 
to that evidence would mainly depend, such as the find¬ 
ing of the sword, the dagger, the pieces of box and 
appendages, and the bodies, in the places indicated by 
Kurreem Ali. 

The Magistrate at once observed the importance of 
investigating these points, and lost no time in deputing 
the Parogah of the Jail, an active and intelligent Officer, 
to make these investigations, accompanied by Kurreem. 
Ali. The result of this enquiry substantiating more or 


loss the above points I shall now detail from the evidence 

examined before this Court. 

Sword. 

Allee Bukhs Shall, Describes the Sword being' depo- 
I'iiqaeer, sited with him by Peeroo Khan (6), 

ou the day when the prisoners were seized. He also 
identifies the said Peeroo Khan and swears to the recog¬ 
nition of prisoners, Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4, as well as 
Knreem AH, saying they were standing near his Tukkeah 
when Peeroo Khan begged him to keep the Sword. 

Dullum Koeree, Inhabitant of Meiree Tal, deposes 
to the same facts as Ali Bokh Shah, but even in a more 
particular way, recognising all the prisoners, save 7 
and 8, describing what bundles he saw with each, his 
evidence in this respect tallying with that at the f iiannah 
respecting’ the search ot the prisoners. 

The Sword was found in the Chupper ot the Tufc- 
keeah. 

The Dagger 

Was found by search in the presence of witnesses, 
In the Petarah of Sheikh Oudan Burkondaz, who 
accounts for the circumstance by stating, that when lie 
apprehended the prisoners, he espied the dagger in the 
kummer of Khader Bukhs (4), and fearing lest that pri¬ 
soner in dispute should attempt to do him an injury, he 
took it from him, and having put it away in his pet a rah, 
and being instantly sent upon other Police duties, he 
had never thought again of the Dagger till it was found 
in his petarah. 

The dagger is a shabby article, and worth scarcely 
one rupee ; some of the witnesses who assisted to seize 


the prisoners also depose to seeing the dagger in the 
kuramer of Khader Bukhs. 

Pieces of Box—Rope with Seals—Red Mmmjamah . 

Nerkoo CJutmar, Who reside in the adjoining vil- 
Rahum Alii Nooi- Iage, depose to being called upon to 
attend the Darogah ; that upon reacts 
iog the spot, a person whom they identify as Kurreem Ali, 
took them all to a field and by his directions they began to 
dig the ground, when after a little they found the rope with 
the seals and red moomjamah; that again he took them to 
another field where a little below the surface they found 
some pieces of a box; that the first field was Beharie’s, 
and the second field belonged to Reghar; that both fields 
adjoin each other, with the road running between them. 

The Bodies . 


Kurreem Ali, it appears, pointed out the exact spot 
corresponding with his evidence where the bodies bad 
been deposited, but they were not found there. Upon this 
point— 

Who reside in the surrounding vil¬ 
lages, depose to having heard that 
two bodies of murdered travellers 
lying between the gardens of 


were 


BhoabnJ. Raie, 

Hurrie Raie, Moheet 
Raie, Sewchum 
Geer, Omrao Noor- 
haflT and Barosa Koi- 
ree, Thakoorduth Missir and Gunnaish* 

doth Missir, for some days about the time in question, 
but they either know not or are averse to disclose the 
manner in which they were removed. The latter seems 
the most probable. 

By a Roobekaree of the Magistrate under date the 
27th July 1833, it would appear that after a full enquiry 
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he considered this poiut to he established and punished 
hy imprisonment and fine, those who had abetted the 
concealment of the bodies, instead of reporting the cir- 

:Hotan'ce to the Police. 

The Defence. The prisoners deny the charge in 

toto, and account for having the stolen property in their 
possession in the following manner—that upon the clay 
on which they were seized, it chanced that they were 
passing Meiree Tal, some upon one errand, some upon 
another, but without connection with each other, and 
that upon their reaching the well at Meiree Tal, Sheikh 
Oudan Burkundaz laid hold of them apparently as beg- 
gars or coolies, and ordered them to assist in carrying* 
some bundles, lying* by the side of the well, to the 
Tbanuah; that they objected to this coercive measure 
without effect, and ultimately were forced to obey, and 
that when they reached the Thannab they were denounced 
as Thugs, and saddled with the property as proof ot 
their guilt. 

The prisoners have not attempted to prove this story, 
but they called witnesses principally to establish their 
good conduct. 

Their evidence however far from establishing their 
claim to good character, represnt them as men who have 
no ostensible livelihood, and in corroboration of the cha¬ 
racter assigned to them, mention their frequent absence 
from their homes for unknown purposes. 

Such is the evidence brought by the prisoners Nos. 2, 3 , 
7 and 8; Khader Bukhs No. 4, and Peeroo Khan No. 6 
are own brothers. The former brought two witnesses, one 
of whom denies all knowledge of him, and the other 
bears lie is a bad character, having been apprehended 
twice or thrice before. The latter brought two witnesses 
to prove he was a servant iu an Indigo Factory near to 
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Meiree Tal, and had incurred the enmity of the inha¬ 
bitants in the discharge of his duty as a peadah; one of 
these witnesses has been 10 years, the other 6 years a 
servant of the factory. They positively swear that'the 
prisoner (No. (>,) never has been a servant of the factory 
daring the above period. 

The Futwah Of the Law Officer is to the fol¬ 

lowing effect; that from the corroboration of the several 
circumstances in the evidence given by Kurreem All, 
such as the finding of the pieces of the box and the 
cords bearing the seals of the Custom lfonse at Benares, 
in spots pointed out by that witness, as well as the 
finding of the sword in the possession of Allee Bukhs 
Faqueer, with whom Peeroo Khan had placed it, and 
the dagger with Sheikh Oudan, both of which latter 
circumstances had been previously narrated by the said 
witnesses ; also, from the prisoners having been appre¬ 
hended together with the property as well as, from the 
story told by the prisoners, “ that Sheikh Oudan Bur- 
kundaz put the property on them by force,” being quite 
unworthy of credit, and as it would appear that the 
prisoners offered large bribes to the said Sheikh Oudan 
to induce him to release them ; also from the evidence 
that the prisoners are bad characters, have been before 
apprehended and obtain a livelihood by highway robberies, 
&c.; from all these circumstances, there is strong pre¬ 
sumptive proof that the prisoners did, in concert with 
each other, murder Purdil Khan and Bnddhaie, and 
rob and plunder the property in their charge now in 
Court; and farther, that from the evidence of Kurreem 
All, the declaration of Beechook, and evidence of 
Lalsa Gorait, the prisoners Buktour (No. 7,) and Aumee 
(No. 8,) are proved to have been aiders or abettors in the 
said murder and robbery ; that the prisoners are liable 
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to akoobat either by lengthened imprisonment or by 
sentence of de$tfc against the whole or a portion of the 

prisoners. •* 

jwife's opinion. After a perusal of the evidence for 

the prosecution, which is so arranged as to shew the 
gradual progress of the investigation and its tendency 
to substantiate the charge, 1 feel no difficulty in arriving 
at the conclusion that the prisoners are all of them 
professed Thugs, and that the prisoners, No. 1, 2, 3, » 
4, 5 and 6, did actually murder Purdil Khan and 
Euddhaie Cooley, by strangulation in the manner 
usually made use of by Thugs; plundered and carried 
off the property with which the murdered persons were 
entrusted, and within a few hours after, and not twelve 
miles from the spot, were apprehended, having the 
plundered property, and a weapon of the murdered 
Purdil Ivhan in their possession while hurrying in a 
straight line from the spot where the murders were perpe¬ 
trated to the house of Peeroo Khan (No. 6), which is 
situated about a mile beyond Meiree Tal. 

Respecting the guilt of the prisoners, t do not see 
any reasonable doubt to be urged in their favor; the 
evidence of an accomplice whose very act of deserting 
and denouncing his companions is one of treachery 
dictated by the desire of self-preservation, is ever viewed 
with suspicion ; but in the present case, the evidence of 
Kurreem Ali would scarcely be necessary to substantiate 
their guilt, lor there would still remain a mass of proof 
sufficient to convict the prisoners. 

To he circumspect however, and not attach any 
further credence to that evidence than so far as its truth 
is established beyond dispute by subsequent investi¬ 
gation, we may add to the proofs already obtained when 
Kurreem Ali made his disclosure,—1st, the finding of the 


mi tosrify 


( 2t ) 




pieces of the box, the cords having the Custom House 
seals, and the moomjamah cover ; 2d, the finding of the 
sword with the Fuqueer at Meiree Tal ; 3d, the finding 
of the dagger with Sheikh Oudan, both of which 
weapons belonged to Purdil Khan; and 4tb, the result 
of an investigation, which shews that two bodies were 
lying for some days on the spot pointed out by Kurreem 
Ali. All these are facts elicited from the evidence of 
Kurreem Ali, which, while they tend greatly to 
strengthen the proofs against the prisoners in question, 
undoubtedly shew, if well considered, that the evidence 
of Kurreem Ali may be depended on as truth, an 
opinion to which the evidence of the prosecution, corro¬ 
borating the details of that evidence in other respects 
lends additional weight. 

Had Kurreem Ali made the disclosure immediately 
after the arrival of the prisoners at Ghazeepoor, there 
is little doubt that the bodies would have been found, 
as indicated; but as there was a lapse of one month 
and six days between the perpetration of the murders 
and the arrival of the Darogah with Kurreem Ali on 
the spot, there could be tittle hope that the bodies would 
be left undisturbed so long in such a frequented place. 
There appears little donbt that the Zemindars, having 
omitted to report the circumstance to the Police from 
a dread of the inconveniences of a visit from the 
Police, particularly at a season when every one was 
busy cutting their crops, removed the bodies, and after¬ 
wards when the Darogah did arrive, used every means 
in their power, though without success, to prevent their 
own neglect being made known. For fuller details on this 
head, I beg to refer the Court to the Roobekaree of 
the Magistrate, dated the 8th May 1833 and 27th 
July 1833. 
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After a full consideration of the ease, I am therefore 
constrained to give isy opinion that the prisoners Nosj % 
2 , 3, 4, 5 and (> are guilty of the heinous crime laid to 
(heir charge, and with reference to the prevalence of 
Thuggee in the Chuprah, Goruckpoor and *Glrazeepoor 
Districts, to neither of which do the prisoners seem 
to be strangers, to the many proofs exhibited in this 
case that the prisoners have no honest means of living, 
but subsist by spoliation and destruction of their fellow- 
creatures, to the impunity which in ninety-nine cases in 
a hundred atteuds the perpetration of this insidious and 
most cruel mode of robbery and murder, which calls 
for exemplary punishment, and an example such as shall 
strike terror into the minds of those who pursue a 
similar course, I recommend that the prisoners 1 to 6 he 
sentenced to death, and suffer the full penalty oi their 
crimes. 

With reference to the two remaining prisoners Sheikh 
Buktour (7), and Amrnee (8), their case requires a sepa¬ 
rate consideration. 

In their case, two of the most important of the proofs 
against the prisoners 1 to 6 are wanting, for neither were 
these two prisoners apprehended on the ~nd April, the 
day of the murders, nor was there any part of the proper¬ 
ty found in their possession. 

I shall therefore carefully note down the proofs that 
have been adduced against them and then give my opinion. 
It has already been shewn that Sheikh Oudan Itarkuudaz, 
with the assistance of the Zemindars and Gorait of 
Meiree Tal, succeeded in apprehending the whole of the 

* A list of cases ascertained by that Police of this District between 
the year 1826 aud the present year; 1 of Thuggee with Murder, 2 of 
Highway Robberies, is annexed. 
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gang of seven men. Not one escaped. The first intimation 
therefore by which these two prisoners weve implicated 
was Kurreem Aii’s evidence upon the 8th May, prior to 
which their names had not been even mentioned. To begin 
therefore with his evidence, it has already been recorded 
that— 

Kurreem All, Includes Buktour and Amraee as 

having' accompanied the gang up to Mirzapoor, and as 
having continued with them till after the perpetration of 
this offence, in which he gives both of them a prominent 
character, the one (Buktour)as having pulled Buddhaies 
legs, while Khadar Bukhs threw ibe phansee round his 
neck, and Amine e as having cast the phansee round the 
neck of Purdil Khan, while Durveish held his legs. We 
are now to enquire bow far Kurreem All’s evidence, so 
far as it relates to these two prisoners, has been substan¬ 
tiated by other testimony. 

1. Before the Magistrate— 

Musst.Chobeeah, A female slave belonging to Khadar 
Bukhs (4), corroborated Kurreem All’s evidence as to 
the departure of the gang from Khadar Bukhs’ house in 
Phagoon, and mentioned these two prisoners by name as 
having' accompanied them. 

In this Court, when the evidence of this witness 
was examined, there appeared the usual intimation 4 sat 
she had been tampered with, a circumstance no* to bo 
wondered at when her dependence oa one of tha prisoners 
is considered. 

The existence of such uu influence manifested itself 
not in a total denial of he former evidence, but in suclx 
omissions as rendered it nugatory; however no sooner was 
she reminded of her former testimony, than she readily 
admitted its truth, and gave up her previous intention to 
screen the prisoner. 
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inis* Gorait Sj, Who assisted in apprehending tho 

prisoners 1 to 6 at Meiree Tal, declared that while 
occupied in securing the prisoners, he observed two per¬ 
sons standing at a short distance, who then went away* 
He subsequently identified Buktour and Amraee as the 
persons in question* 

His evidence however is inadmissible, for when ex¬ 
amined before tbe Magistrate upon the 9th April, he did 
not mention the circumstance, although he was question¬ 
ed whether there were any others with (he seven men 
then apprehended ; in short he did not mention it till 
after Kurreem Ali’s evidence had been taken, and 
Buktoar and Ainmee had been seized. 

Be ec book s, When first examined touching the 

Prisoner (3), property found in his possession, de¬ 

clared it had been given to him by two persons ; subse¬ 
quently when Buktoar and Amuiee were brought to the 
Magistrate’s Court, he was re-examined, and then declar¬ 
ed that the property had been given to Inin by these two 
prisoners Buktoar and Aramee. 

In this deposition of Beechook is a corroboration of 
Kurreem Ali’s evidence, who had previously deposed 
•* that near Meiree Tal where Buktour and Amraee were 
about to leave their companions and get hojne by a 
shorter road, this Buktour gave his bundle to Beechook, 


Towukwl Gorait of Mon* 
z&h Fepemh, 

Chtataman ditto of ditto, 

Beechook Rate R»jpoot< ^00^0?’Buktour ; 8 

Vardan Koiree, Nonid I vl!lage ’ 

Kcirce of ditto, L 

a«d 

Churoroo Gour of diJtoX mtM98#i 
Rooyua Rae Rajpoot olj by Buktour) 


Witnesses for the 
Prosecution andEvi* 


called 


Corroborate Kur¬ 
reem AJi’ts evidence 
with reference to 
y Buktour (No.7),hav¬ 
ing been absent from 
his village from the 
month of Phage on . 


ditto, ” t MJ J 

5. In like manner Mundil and Pirtbee Raie, vvbom 


Atnmee called to exculpate himself, both declare that 
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Ammee was absent from his home, on what errand they 
know’ not, from the month of Phagoon. 

f». AH the witnesses called by these two prisoners, as 
well as some of the witnesses to the prosecution, denounce 
them as men of bad character, without ostensible means 
of livelihood, absenting themselves from their homes, and 
generally considered from their having been before appre¬ 
hended by the Police, to ho dangerous. 

I have thus enumerated the proofs exhibited against 
Buktour and Animee. My opinion is as follows : 

Judge’s opinion. The degree of proof against these 

two prisoners for reasons already stated is in its nature less 
conclusive than that against the prisoners Nos. 1 to G. 

I have already stated the strong grounds which exist 
for inducing me to attach credit to the whole testimony 
of Kurreem Ali, for after a careful investigation not a 
sinS'le u y him liss tiuwa iuralici^g^ 

while upon many essential points it has been singularly 
corroborated. 

In the case of these two prisoners, their absence 
from their homes from a period coincident with that 
stated by Kurreem Ali as that in which the gang set 
out, their notoriously bad character, their former appre¬ 
hensions, and general conduct in life, corresponding 
with what wouid be the conduct and habits of men 
engaged in Thuggee, is established, their own witnesses 
whom they brought to the defence, assisting powerfully 
to produce this impression. 

I would further observe, that if Kurreem Ali had, 
causelessly and to gratify some former enmity, included 
them in his evidence, they would not have failed to 
plead such in extenuation and exculpation. 

Taking the evidence of Kurreem Ali, Musst. Choo- 
heeah and the witnesses for the defence, I consider it 

» 
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established that Buktour and Ammee did accompany the 
other prisoners in their going* forth to commit robbery on 
this occasion, that there is strong* presumption that they 
aided and abetted in the perpetration of the offence charg¬ 
ed, and that there is full proof that both the prisoners are 
bad characters and robbers by profession. 

I recommend that the prisoners Buktour and Anuaee 
be imprisoned for life with labors and irons. 

Recommends the X cannot conclude this address, 

conduct of until f b?ve noticed to the Court, the 
the Magistrate to the . „ . , . , 

favorable notice of un 'f c£mecl patience, and 

the Court. activity displayed by Air. E. P. Smith 

the Magistrate, in conducting the voluminous inves¬ 
tigation requisite to the success of the indictment in 
this important case, which I consider the more exem¬ 
plary in this Officer, since in his double capacity of 

Collect**** an«l AXdg lStfult, I- - SOcb ** '—' y 

of business to encounter. 

Rewards to tUe To the Sheristaclar of the Criminal 
Sherishtadar, Ban. Q flnd {Q the DaTOg . ah 0 f t he Jail, 
rjah and Sheikh . 

^ u(Jan whom the Magistrate particularly 

recommends for a suitable reward, which lie deems their 
activity and able services to have merited, I have award¬ 
ed each the sum of fifty rupees, with a Purwannah 
expressive of thd sense entertained of their conduct. 

To Skeikh Oudan, whose presence of mind and tact 
in apprehending the whole gang, and integrity in having 
resisted the large offers made to him by the prisoners is 
alike conspicuous, I have ordered one hundred rupees 
to be paid, recommending him, if properly qualified., 
to the favorable notice of the Magistrate for promotion. 

f have, &c. 

(Signed.) C. W. SMITH, 

Officiating Sesions Judge. 

Zillah Ghazeenoor, the 17 th Sept. . 833. 
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EDWARD PEPLOE SMITH, Esq. 

Magistrate of Zilluh Ghazeepoor. 

Sir, 

I herewith transmit tor 70 m- infor¬ 
mation and guidance copy of the proceedings (Jj 0 
Court of Nizamut Adawlut under date the 28th Sep- 
•teuiber, 1833, held on the trial of PeerBukhs Khau and 
others charged with Thuggee, attended with the murder 
of Purdil Khan and Buddhaie, together with a copy of 
the Futwa of their Law Officer on the said trial, and 
request you will call the prisouers before you and make 
them acquainted with the sentence passed upon them. 

2d. The usual warrant is herewith forwarded, together 
with a copy of the letter from the Register to the 
Nizamut Adawlut, forwarding the above proceedings. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) C. W. SMITH, 

Officiating Session Judge. 

Zillah Ohuzeejtoor, the 4 th Oct r ' 1 ~‘ > 


To 

The Sessions Judge of r '.aah Ghazecpoor. 

Sik, 


I *n> jirented by the Court of Niza¬ 
mut Adawlut forth-- Vfestern Provinces, to acknowledge 
Nizamut Adaw’ a the receipt of a letter from you dated 
Western Proves. the !.7th instant, with the proceedings 
Present - held on the trial of Peer Bukhs Khan 

offg. .fudge, and aad oth * a charged with Thuggee 
a. J. Colvin, Esq. a “d Murder, and to transmit to you 
Judge. the accompa^ing extract from the 


proceedings of the Court of 'his date, for your information 
and guidance, together with the copy oftheFutwaof 
their Law Officer on the said trial. 

2d. The Court desire that you will issue your wa:- 
rant to the Magistrate of Zillah Ghazeepoor to carry the 
sentence* pasted upon the prisoners into execution, 
iu S fr«oting: him at the **me to r»U the prisoners 

before him and to make them acquainted with the 
sentences passed upon them, 

3d. You will direct the Magistrate to order bis Po¬ 
lice Officers to be careful that the bodies of Peer Bukhs 
Khan (1), Kurreem Bukhs Khan (2), Beecnook Nooi- 
baff (3), Khoda Bukhs Khan (4), Sheikh Durveish (5), 
and Peeroo (6), be not removed by their friends or by 
any other persons. 

4th. You are requested to direct the Magistrate of 
Ziliah Ghazeepoor to deliver to Sheikh Oudan Bur- 
kundaz an additional reward of 200 rupees, and one of 
10 rupees each to the Chokedars of Meiree Tal, who 
assisted in the apprehension of the prisoners, viz. Lai 
Sah, Pran and Gunga. 

5th. The Court »A«erve that have omitted to 
mention the age of the in the heading of the 

case, as well as to unite with wax and the seal of the 
Court, the ends of the string on which the papers «*re 
filed i von are requested to attend strictly utl these 
points, "to the Rules laid down j» the Circular Order of 

the l(S(h July, 1830. 

6 th. The Court have much pleasure in remarking the 
judicious manner in which this trial has been conducted 
by you, and have taken measures for bringing it to the 
notice of the Government; they have at the same time, 
called the attention of the Government to the activity 
and assiduity evinced by Mr. E P. Smith in the hives- 


iigation previous to trial, which appears to the Court 
highly creditable to thet Officer. 

7th. The original proceedings of the Magistrate are 
returned under a separate cover, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WELBY JACKSON, Register. 
Allahabad, tUmh Sept. 1833. 

Allahabad, 28 th Sept. 1833. 

N. A. W; P. At a Court of Niaaimit Adawlut 

for the W estern Provinces held at Allahabad, 

Present : 

W. EWER, Esq, Offg. Judge, 
and 

A. J. COLVIN, Esq. Judge. 

Read the following letter from the Sessions Judge of 
Ghazeepoor, the proceedings held on the trial of Peer 
Buldis Khan (1), son of Rustura Khan, Kurreem Bukhs 
Khan (2), son of Nurkoo, Beechook NoorhafT (3), sou 
of Ahayd NoorhafT, Khoda Bukhs (4). son of Dowlut 
Khan, Sheikh Durveish (5), son of Sheikh Sawdoo'a, 
Peeroo Khan (6), son of Dow la t Khan, Sheikh Buktour 

(7) , sou of Sheikh Koodrutoollah, and Sheikh Aramee 

( 8 ) , son of Sheikh Dussy, charged in the first count with 
Thuggee; attended with the murder of Purdil Khan and 
Ruddhaie, and ia the second count with the murder of 
Purdil Khan and Buddhaie, and the Futwa of the Law 
Officer of this Court thereon. 




Nos. 90 to 92. 

The Court having duly considered 
the proceedings held on the trial of 
Peer Bukhs Khan (1), Kurreem 
Bukhs Khan (2), Beechook Noorbaff 
(3), Khoda Bukhs" Khan (4), Sheikh Durveish (5), Pee¬ 
roo Kban (6), Sheikh JBuktour (7% and Sheikh Antmee 
(8), charged in the 1st count with Thuggee, attended with 
the murder of Pord-il Khan and Buddhaie and in the 
2d count with the murder of PtirdH Khan and Buddhaie, 
and the Futwa of their Law Officer on the said trial 
pass the following sentence : 

The Futwa of the Law Officer of the Nizamut Adaw- 
lut convicts the prisoners Peerbux Khan (1), Kurreem 
Bukhs Khan (2), Beechook Noorbaff (3), Khoda Bukhs 
Khan (4), Sheikh Durveish (5), Peeroo Khan (6} f 
Sheikh Buktour (?), and Sheikh Amine© (S), on strong 
presumption of the crime laid to their charge, and de¬ 
clares them liable to discretionary punishment by 
Akoobut-i-shudeed, extending to death by Seeasut. 

The Court convict the prisoners Peer Bukhs Khan (1), 
Kurreem Buksh Khan (2), Beechook Noorbaff (3), Khoda 
Bukhs Khan (4), Sheikh Durveish (5)and Peeroo Khan 
(6), of the crime charged against them, and Sheikh Buk- 
tonr (7) and Sheikh Ammee (8), of aiding and abetting 
them, and seeing no circumstances in favor of the pri¬ 
soners Peer Bukhs Khan (1), Kurreem Bukhs Khan (2), 
Beechook Noorbaff (3), Khoda Bukhs Khan (4), Sheikh 
Dnrveish (5), and Peeroo Khan (6), to render them 
proper objects of mercy, sentence the said Peer Bukhs 
Khan (1), son of Rustam Khan, Kurreem Bukhs Khan 
(2), son of Nurkoo, Beechook Noorbaff (3), son of Ahoyd 
Noorbaff', Khoda Bukhs Khan (4), son of Dowlut Khan, 
Sheikh Dnrveish (5), son of Sheikh Sawdoola, and 
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Peeroo Khan (6), son of Dowlut Khan, to suffer death by 
being; hanged by the neck until they are dead, and order 
that their bodies be afterwards exposed upon gibbets 
at the spot where the murder was committed, or as near 
to it as circumstances may admit; and Sheikh Buktour, 
son of Koodruttooilah, and Sheikh Ammee, son of Sheikh 
Pussy, to imprisonment, with labor for life, in the Jail at 
Ally poor. 

Ordered, that the original proceedings of the Magistrate 
he returned through the Sessions Judge. 

(Signed) W. KW E It, Officiating Judge. 
(Signed) A. J. COLVIN, Judge. 

(True Extract,) 

(Signed) WELBY JACKSON, Register. 

(True Copies,) 

(Signed) C. W. SMITH, 

Officiating Sessions Judge. 



Office of the Session Judge of Zillah Ghazeepoor, Trial 
'No. 5 of the Sessions for the month of August 1833, and 
Case No. 5 of the Magistrate's Calendar for the month 
of August 1833. 

To E. PEPLOESMITH, Esquire, 

Magistrate of Zillah Ghazeepoor. 

Whereas at a Jail Delivery of Zillah Ghazeepoor for 
the August Session of 1833, holden at Ghazeepoor on the 
24th, 26th, 27th, 2{)lh and 30th days of the month of 
August in the year 1833, Peer Bukhs Khan, (No. 1) 
Kurreem Bukhs Khan (No. 2) Becbook Noorbaf(3) 
Khoda Bukhs Khan (4) Sheikh Durveish (5) Peeroo Khan 
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(G) having beet) convicted of Thuggee attended with the 
in order of Purdil Khan and Buddhaie, and sentenced by 
U,e Court of Nizamut Adawlut Western Provinces, to 
gutter death by being- banged by the neck uotii they are 
dead, after which their bodies to be exposed upon a gib¬ 
bet, as near to the spot where the offence was committed 
as circumstances may admit; it is hereby ordered that 
execution of the said sentence be made and done upon 
the said Peer Bakhs Ivhan, (1) son of Rustum Khan, 
Kurreem Bukhs Khan, son of Nerkoo, (2) Bechook IN; oor- 
baf, son of Ohayd Noo»b»f,<3) Khoda Bukhs Khan, son of 
Dowlut Khan, (4) Sheikh Duryeisb, son of Sheikh Saw- 
doola (5) and Peeroo Khan, son of Dowlut Khan, (6) 
on or before the tenth day of the month of October 1833 
A. D. and that you do return this warrant to me with an 
endorsement attested by your official seal and signature, 
certifying the manner in which the sentence has been 
executed, as commanded by the Regulations enacted by 
the Governor General in Council and now in force. 
Herein fail not. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, this fourth 
day of October, in the year 1833. 

Judges Seal. (Signed) C. . SMI I'll, 

Officiating Session Judge. 

I hereby certify, that the sentence of death passed on 
Peer Bukhs Khan (1), son of Rustnm Khan, N.urieem 
Bukhs Khan (2), son of Nerkoo, Bechook Noorbaff (3), 
son of Ohyed, Khoda Bukhs Khan (4), son of Dowlut 
Khan, Sheikh Durvcish (5), son of Sheikh Sawdoola, and 
Peeroo Khan (6), son of Dowlut Khan, by the Nizam tit 
Adawlut, has been duly executed, and that the said 
persons were accordingly hung by the neck till they were 
dead, at the Town of Ghazeepore, on Thursday the lOih 
of October 1833. I further certify, that the bodies of the 




said persons were afterwards conveyed to the place where 
the crime of which they were convicted, was committed, 
and there suspended on gibbet. 

Given under my hand and the official seal of this Court, 
this 16th October 1833. 

(Signed) E. P. SMITH, 

Magistrate. 

Magistrate s Seal . 



Court of the Sessions Judge of Gbazeepore for the 
month of A ugust 1833, case JSo. 5 of the Magistrate's 
Calendar for the August Sessions of 1833. 

To E. P. SMITH, Esquire, 

Magistrate of Zillcth G-hazeepore. 


Sheikh Buktour 
and 

Sheikh Ammee, 

To be imprisoned 
with labor for life in 
the Jail at Ally pore. 


^ litJrctis at a «Jnil Delivery of 
Gbazeepore for the Zillah Gbazeepore, 
holder) at Gbazeepore on the 24th 
26th, 2/th, 20th and 30th days of the 
mouth of August, in the year 1833, 
Sheikh Bucktour, son of Koodruthollah (7), and Sheikh 
Ammee, son of Sheikh Dussy (8), having been convicted 


of aiding and abetting in a case of Thuggee, attended 
with the murder of Purdil Khan and Buddhaie, and sen¬ 
tenced by the Judges of the Nizamut Adawiut Western 
Provinces, to imprisonment with labor for life in the Jail 

at Alii pore, it is hereby ordered that execution of the 

said sentence be made and done upon the said Sheikh 
Buktour, son of Koodrutollah, and Sheikh Ammee, son 


oi Sheikh Dussy, without delay, as commanded by the 
llegulatioris, and that you do return this warrant when 
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completely executed, with an endorsement attested by 
your official seal and signature, certifying the manner in 
which the sentence has been carried into execution. 
Herein fail not. 

Given under my hand and the seal of this Court, this 
fourth day of October, in the year 1833. 

(Signed) C. W. SMITH, 

Officiating Session Judge . 

Judge's Seal 

Sentence explained to the prisoners herein named 
(Sheikh Bucktour and Sheikh Ammee), this 7th day of 
October 1833. 

(Signed) E. P. SMITH, 

Magistrate. 



To E. P. SMITH, Esquire, 

Magistrate of ZillaJi Ghazeepore . 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Court to trans¬ 
mit for your information the accom¬ 
panying copy of a letter under date 
the 14th instant, received from the 
Secretary to Government Judicial 
Department. 

I am, &c« 

(Signed) WELBY JACKSON, 

Register . 


N. A. W. P. 
Present— 
C.T.Sealy, ^ , A 
M.H.Turnbull, f .£ 
W. Ewer, Offs. ( § 
A. J. Colvin, 
Judges. 


Allahabad, the 25th Oct. 1833. 


meat. 


To W. B. JACKSON, Esq. 

Register of ihe Nizamut Admelut in 

the Western Provinces at Allahabad , 

Gl , fc 
fcl R, 

Judicial Depart- I am directed to acknowledge the 
receipt of a letter from you dated the 
ultimo, with its enclosures, and to request that you 
intimate to Mr. E. P. Smith and Mr. C. W. Smith, that 
the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council 
has noticed with approbation the creditable and judici¬ 
ous manner in which they conducted the proceedings in 
their respective departments connected with the trial of 
Peer Buksh and others for Thuggee. 

vD 

I am, Sr c. 

C. MACS WEEN, 

Secy, to Government. 

Council Chamber, the 14 tli Oct. 1833. 

(True Copy,) 

(Signed) WELBY JACKSON, 

Register . 


To W. JACKSON, Esq. 

Register to the Nizamut Adawlut, 

Allahabad. 

Sir, 

I transmit herewith to be laid be¬ 
fore the Nizamut Adawlut, the pro¬ 
ceedings in three trials noted in the 
margin, held at the station of Benares 
from the 18th to the 21st of Fe- 
1834. 


Court of Session 
Judge ZilJah Berm- 
re Trials, Nos. 2, 3, 
and 4 of the Calendar 
for the January Ses¬ 
sion of 1834. 


Government versus 
Shamsherah, son of a, 
father nnk now n, aged 
25 years* 

Buk«3,scm of Meer 
Ali or Bonojla, aged 
32 years. 

Oozurab, son of 
J eetoo, aged 30 years. 

Meher Ali, son of 
G hoi am Ali, aged 40 
years. 

A smut, son of Bee- 
hoo, aged 30 years. 

Charge. 

For being privy 
to and concerned in 
the murder by stran- 
gul«tu m (Thneay) of 
a traveller, name uo 
known. 

2d. Charge, ditto of 
two travellers, names 
unknown. 

3d. Charge, ditto 
of three travellers, 
names unknown. 

Futwab Jageer. 

body into a well. 


The following is an abstract of the 

case:— 

The Prisoners are Thugs anti were 
concerned in three expeditions dur¬ 
ing* the month of Jeit 1240 fas lee, 
corresponding to part ot June and 
July, 1803, in which six persons were 
murdered. 

The Thanadar of Juggut Gunge 
with the Foujdaree Nazir, and the 
spies' Goplah arid Bhuggoo went to 
Raja-ka-Tuliao described as a halting 
place of the prisoners and others, who 
were proved to have purchased various 
articles of food from the grocers’ 
«hops, and to have slept there. To¬ 
wards inormug* they took de¬ 

parture accompanied by a Mossulman 
traveller, and, leaving* the high road 
Tit Sarai Mohun to the right, followed 
a path-way for about a mile, where 
having found a convenient place they 
strangled the traveller and threw his 


The Thanadar and his party proceeded 
to the well which was pointed out, and on examining the 
Goraifs of the neighbouring village, it appeared that there 
had been a body taken out in the month of Jeit, which 
had been concealed by the Zemindar’s orders all day in 
some sugar caries, and at night thrown into the Sambh’ar 
Nullah; some bones were found in the nullah which were 
declared to be human, and supposed to be those of the 
murdered traveller. 

The second Thuggy expedition occurred in the ju¬ 
risdiction of the Kiha-Khonah Thannah. The shop- 



keepers there sold spices, 8ec. to some of the Thug's who 
passed the night at the Dhurm Salah of Bukt-Pooree at 
Kupuldhara. There were about five and twenty Thugs 
and two Mussultnen travellers with them with three bul¬ 
locks. They all left before day-break and having pro¬ 
ceeded about a mile towards the Ganges, the two tra¬ 
vellers were strangled and their bodies thrown into the 
river. 

The third Thuggy excursion took place in Haroah 
Thannah’s jurisdiction. Three persons were strangled 
and the bodies thrown into Hurdoo Dhobey’s well, in 
searching which three skulls, several human bones and a 
pair of shoes, the latter evidently a sepoy’s were dis¬ 
covered. 

As the atrocious crime of “ Phansegare or Thciggy” is 
fortunately very uncommon in this district, and no instance 
has occurred during the periods I have been resident at 
Benares, I shall submit fertile Court’s consideration the 
evidence of two of the witnesses, and likewise *be con¬ 
fession of the prisoner Sbumsherah, last was given 

before the Magistrate, and affords perhaps a clearer 
insight into their proceedings. 

The first witness to the fact in each of these cases is 
Bbuggoo; his evidence, however, is so contradictory and 
agrees so baldly with the deposition given before the Ma¬ 
gistrate, that I prefer sending the examination of the second 
witness Kadir Khan, a Patau, son of Jumum Khan, inha¬ 
bitant of Moujah Punnah, Perganah Moneah, Zillah 
Patna, aged forty-three years, formerly a cultivator, but 
for the last twenty-one years a Thug by profession. 

la the month of Augun, 1840, faslee, Sbumsherah, 
Oozerab, Moradan, Bukus, Asmut, Meimr Ali and 
myself went on a Th ciggy expedition to the westward, 
and reached the “ Oade ,; territory. At “ Chand Per- 



taubpoor” we met Chuta Thng in company with a tra¬ 
veller who was afterwards strangled and eleven rupees with 
two or four cloths found on him. We journeyed onto Alla¬ 
habad, and thence eastward. Near 44 Burount” we met 
Goplab Beekah, and nine other Thugs, and they accom¬ 
panied us to Mirza Morarf’s Serai. There we found 
Mohur Singh, a Jemadar of Thugs, with ten others whose 
names I do not remember. We all went on together and 
rested at night near the temple at Rajah-ka-Tullao. On 
the road we met a traveller whom Mohur Singh entered 
into conversation with and persuaded to join our party. 
At the last quarter of the night we renewed our march 
and quitting the high road near Serai, Mohur followed 
a pathway for about half a coss, and strangled the tra¬ 
veller. Seven rupees, with two or four cloths, were taken, 
and Goury and Mehar Ali threw the corpse into a well. 

After walking some distance in the direction of 
Benares we overtook two Mossuimen travellers with three 
bullock*. They went in with us to oar halting place 
the Dhtirnt Saiait, «** Kupuldharafa. Towards daybreak 
we departed, and about u mue oir u«a* me batiks of the 
Ganges, Mohur Singh and Goury strangled the travellers. 
We found on them five rupees, a sword, and two or three 
pieces of cloths. Mohur Singh took all and drove the 
bullocks on before us. Our people threw the bodies info 
the river. After taking some refreshment we proceeded to 
i( Sydpoor,” There ^Salaroo,” a Burkundaz, recognized 
Mohur Singh, who in consequence gave him five rupees. 
The three bullocks were sent by Mohur Singh to bis borne. 
From “Sydpoor” we went to Kytee, and the next day 
to ItajghauL Very early the following morning we pro¬ 
ceeded towards the west. It was then the month of 
Jo i t, and the period of the Qhazy-meean festival. When 
we reached a tank we found two Sepoys and a Bearer sit- 
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ting there. We drank Toddy with them and all went on 
together. Mohur Singh asked them where they came 
from and whither they were going. They replied from the 
east towards the west. Mohur Singh said I am also 
going towards the west, in the evening we halted at 
the 11 Hnrooah Bazar.’’ When one quarter of the night 
only remained, we continued our journey and went 
two miles on the Punch Cossy road, where there is a 
pucka well with two mangoe trees near it. There “ Moroa” 
and “ Imam Bux” strangled the travellers, I standing 
hy. Thirty rupees, ten pieces of cloths and two brass pots 
were found on them. There was also a horse and a inare. 
We were then twenty-five persons. Some of us threw 
the bodies into the well. My share was a doputta and a 
rupee eight annas. The other Thugs had their propor¬ 
tion. I took the mare and Mohur Singh the horse. From 
thence my companions and myself separated from the 
gang and went home. The other Thugs likewise travelled 
in the direction of their homes. After being at home 
for some days the Toituvndar and Foujdaree of the 

City of Patna apprehended mo. I was never taken up 
before, during the twenty-one years T have practised 
“Thuggy.” I bavo been in many excursions in Oude and 
to the eastward, but excepting the three expeditions above 
alluded to, I have never done any thing in the Benares 
Division^ I have spent all my share of the plunder. 
The mare was taken from my house to the Patna Adaw- 
lut. There are only eight men connected with me in 
this business. Their names are Moradhun, Bukus of Si- 
veree, Shumserah, Oozerah, Imambux of Khutary, Asmut, 
and Hunoman, a Brahmin of Jurrowah. Of these eight 
Moradhun and myself are Sirdars. Mohur Singh has 
twenty-five men and is a Sirdar. All the men were in 
these expeditions, but I cannot remember their name*. 
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We do not go armed ; perhaps two may be armed. We 
strangle our victims generally, and never use a weapon 
excepting in case of necessity. No wounds were inflict¬ 
ed on any of the victims of this district. Those who 
strangle receive an additional rupee. 

Third witness Goplah, son of Dyar of the Lode caste, 
inhabitant of Muteepurwa, Zillah Cavvnpore, aged twenty- 
six years. A year ago, I have left home alone on a Thuggv 
expedition towards the east. When l reached Bhaagur 
Mow, in the Oude country, I met Kisseree Singh with 
twenty-five Thugs, and Bekram and Muhadut Jema¬ 
dars with Mukdoom B«u aud others. After travelling 
fifteen coss we fell in with three travellers, whom Belt¬ 
rami, Mukdoom and Cbadu strangled and took their 
property. The bodies were thrown into a well. I had 
my share. Going by Meean Gunge and Hussim Gunge 
to Noel Gunge, we strangled five travellers. On 
arriving on Burount near Choby Bazar, Moradhuu, 
Kadir and Mohur Singh, Jemadars of Thugs, joined 
us with twenty-five men. Bekram and the other Oude 
Thugs returned On the road from Mirza Mou- 

rad to Rajah-ka-Tiiilac we met a Mussulman who went 
with us to the latter place where we rested at the Buneah’s 
house near the temple, and after takingsome food passed 
the night there. When the night was nearly over, we 
resumed our march towards Benares, and leaving the 
high road in a northern direction, struck into a path-way 
for a mile until we carne on a plain at some distance from 
a village. Mohur Singh strangled the traveller, and I 
and another threw the body into a well; we found on him 
seven rupees, a sword, two or four brass pots, and four or 
live cloths. In the division my share was a turban. 
The cloths and pots were divided amongst us, and the 
rupees soon spent. We then came to Benares* and 
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passed a day at the Serai Aurangabad. We crossed the 
Sepoy lines and entered the Orderly Bazar, where we met 
two travellers and three bullocks. We enquired whence 
they came and where they were going. They .said from 
Uansy to Goruckpore. Mohur Singh said “ I am on my 
way to Goruckpore ; come with us.” We proceeded to 
Kupuldara and put up at the Dhurin Salah, for the even¬ 
ing. At the sixth hour of the night we renewed our journey. 

• When we reached the Ganges, east from Kupuldara, some 
of us seized the hands, and others the feet of the travellers, 
whom Ghutu and Itnaum Bus strangled. We then threw 
them into the river. Five rupees, a lotah, a sword, and a 
pair of pyjamnlts were taken. Mohur Singh took the three 
bullocks. We travelled afterwards to Sydpore, Kvtee 
and Rajghaut, putting up at the Luckab Serai. The next 
day we went towards Sheopore, and stopping at Shunkat 
Talao v.c dr an k some Toddy. We saw two Sepoys 
and a bearer siu;„g. tJ, erej w j lom Mohur Singh asked 
where they were gom b „ ncl whence they Soe. Thoii 
reply was from Cuttack ana iin. i« umiuiuuvu uuetenow. 
We all went on to Sheopore and from that place to 
Huroafa, where we rested at a Buneah’s shop. In the 
latter part of the night we continued our march, and 
after walking a mile on the Punch Cossy road, Beeka, 
Bheegoo and Morauduri threw the travellers down, when 
Imuum Box, Mohur Singh, and Gonry strangled them. 
The others remained on the watch. Twenty-live rupees, a 
gold mohur, fifteen pieces of cloths, and twenty brass pots 
were gained. Six men and a Jemadar threw the bodies 
into a well. In the division of the plunder a lotah, a 
merzui, and a rupee were my share. The witness men¬ 
tioned that all the prisoners were Thugs and concerned 
in the three expeditions that took place in the Benares 
division, with the exception of Asmut. 

p 
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Tits prisoner Shumsberah is an inhabitant of Purneab, 
Pergunnah Moneah, Zillab Patna, twenty-five years of 
age, of tbe weaver caste. Moradun supported and pro¬ 
tected him whilst a child, and whenever he went on a 
Thuggy excursion the prisoner accompanied him. The 
deposition before the Magistrate is as follows:—In the 
month of Aghun, 1240 Fa*ly, Moradun, Kadfr Khan, 
Bukus, Ooze rah. Metier Ali, Asinut, imaum Bus, and 
myself proceeded onaThuggy expedition. We strangled 
several persons in Oude, remaining there until the month 
of Maug, and then went to Allahabad, from whence we 
travelled in an eastern direction, until we came to Bu- 
rount. We found Goplah and Beeka there and further 
on the road Mohur Singh with four other Thugs. We 
met a traveller as we proceeded. Mohur Singh, and bis 
party went on with him. We rested in the evening at 
Ilunoman Chokey. When the night was »F ent » vve 

went on and Huna strangled the traveller- Seventeen 

rupees, somfe cloths, and b,m S r- were fo « nd °» him > 
*u. t^A v tUw* » well. I. being the adopt- 

ed pupil of Moradhun, he took* my share. He gave me 
food only, and I was his follower. Proceeding on our 
march we met a Mo&sulman travelling, Imaum Box 
attached himself 10 him. We lialted for the night at 
£ uali-ka-Tulfao, and f owards morning recommenced our 
journe^ Leaving the high road at Serai Mobun to the 
right, we iVMowed a small pathway. After walking* a 
mile, we came near a garden where Imaum Bux strangled 
the traveller. Ten rupees, a sword, two clhotees, a lotah, 
and some old cloths were the pi mder. Tw o or three men 
took the corpse and threw itiuto a well. JS"ear Benares we 
met two travellers with three bulloc* s. Moradun, Kadir 
Khao, Goplah and Beeka joined them, md in the evening 
we made Kupuldhara our resting place, stopping at the 
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Dhurm Sala. When one quarter of the night only remain¬ 
ed, the march was resumed, and near^the banks of the 
Ganges, about a mile off, Beeka and Unna strangled the 
travellers. I don’t remember what plunder was obtained. 
Meher Ali, Moraclhun, Kader Khan, and lleeka threw 
the corpses into the river. We then went to Sydpore. 
A Burkundaz, Salaroo, recognized Mo liar Singh, who 
in consequence gave him four rupees, and Moradlnm 
sent the three bullocks by fiukus to bis house. We after¬ 
wards returned to the village of Bettree, and going by 
Chundwuk, arrived at Rajgbaat. Remaining there all 
nifirht, we marched very early morning in a west¬ 

ern direction. After leavn, B the city wo rnet two Se¬ 
poys and a bearer. Beeka entered into conversation with 
them, and they came on in our company. We halted at 
Huroah Bazar. Towards daybreak we resumed our 
route, and going about two miles on the Punch Cossy 
road, where there is a pucka well, with two mangoe trees, 
Mohur Singh, Ramsuhoy and Selwunt Rai. 
the three travellers. They gained thirtv-*«~~ *upees, 
some cloths an'-* Brass P ots * The bodies were thrown 
into the wctl. The travellers had a horse and a mare 
with them. Kadir took the first and Goplah the latter. 
We afterwards went to Burogong, where we divided the 
plunder and separated going to imx respective homes. 1 
have never strangled r.uy one, but have aided in throwing 
bodies into * r \dis. Eight annas is a very good remunera¬ 
tion for murdering a man. We often strangle a victim 
who is suspected of having two pic*\ \Ve are unre¬ 
strained by any fears in pursuing our vocation. We do 
not sell our plunder, but when there is a large quantity 
send it. to our homes. 

Bukus once accompanied Moradlmn and others op a 
Tbuggy expedition in (hide, and was with them two 
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years, bat has never practised in the Benares district and 
is unjustly accused, 

Oozerah declares tbac he is innocent. He once found 
himself with Moradhnn, fee., in Oude, but ran away the 
moment he <x>ald, when he discovered his companion^ 
were Thugs. 

Meher All served Moradhun as a grass-cutter for five 
or six months. He acknowledged before the Magistrate 
at Patna to having been his servant for the above number 
of years, and to having accompanied him in his Thtiggy 
expeditions. 

Asrmit was formerly'called Duberv. alias Neeamut AH. 
at present Aaxaut. He aunbates his name being* men¬ 
tioned ta * family dispute he had with the two brothers 
Kadir Khan and Moradhun, with whom he is connected 
by marriage, and of course asserts his innocence. The 
depositions of Namik, Ramphul, Rnjoo Singh, Balukgur, 
Purshad, Juggernat, Thakooree, Kudoo, Isseredyeal, 
Ucbalall and Matadyel, point out the halting places of 
liio j n t[ iese expeditions, and the wells, fee, where 

the bones and other remains oi me murdered persons 
were discovered. 

The Law Officer has given his Futwahs “Tazeer” 
in each case. As I cannot consider myself vested with 
discretionary power to punish the heinous offences which 
the prisoners have committed, I have the honor to submit 
a!! the papers connected with these cases for the Sadder 
Nizamuts consideration and orders. 

I have, fee. 

(Signed) JL X TAYLER, 

Session Judge . 

Office of Session Judge, ^ 

City of Benares, the SJLf Feb, 1834.5 


N. A. YV. P. 


Allahabad, the 3d April, 1834. 

At a Court of Nizamut Adawlut for 
the Western Province held at Allahabad—. 

Present— 

Seal. W. EWER, Esq., Judge, 
arid 

A. J. COLVIN, Esq., Judge. 

Read the following- letter from the Sessions Judge of 
* City Benares in reply to the Court’s order of the 13th 
ultimo, re-submitting proceedings held on the trial of 
Shumsherah (1), son of a father unknown, Bukus (Q), 
sou of Meci iiu or Oozerah tn>, son of See, too, 

Mebar Ali (4), son of Gholam Ali, and Asrnut (5), son of 
Beechoo, charged, firstly, with being privy to and concern¬ 
ed in the murder by strangulation (Tliuggy) of a traveller, 
name unknown; secondly, with ditto of two travellers, 
names uuknown, and thirdly, with ditto of three, names 
unknown, and the Futwah of the Law Officer of this Court 

Nos. 7 to 14. 

The Court having duly considered 
the proceedings held on the trial of 
Shumsherah (1), Bukus (2), Ooze¬ 
rah (3), Mehar Ali (4), and Asmut (5), 
charged as above, and the Futwah of their Law Officer on 
the said trial, pass the following- sentence :— 

The Futwah of the Law Officer of the Nizamut Adaw¬ 
lut convicts the prisoners Shumsherah (1), Bukus (2), 
Oozerah (3), and Mehar Ali (4), of being accomplices in 
the crime charged against them, and declares them liable 
to punishment by Akoobut extending to death, by Seasut 
with reference to the prisoner Shumsherah. It acquits the 
prisoner Asmut, and declares him entitled to his release. 


thereon. 


City Benares Tri¬ 
als, Nos. 2, 3 and 4 
of Calendar for Ja¬ 
nuary Sessions 1834. 
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The Court convict the prisoners Shamsherah (1), 
Hukas (2), Oozerab (3), and Mebar Ali (4) of the charges 
preferred against them, and under all the circumstances 
of the case, sentences the said Sburasherah (1), the son of 
a father unknown, Bukos (2), son of Meer Ali or Bonolla, 
Ooze rah (3), sou of Seetoo, and Mehar Ali (4), son of 
Gholam Ali, to he imprisoned in transportation with labor 
for life. The Court acquit the prisoner Asrnut (5), son 
of Beechoo, of the crime laid to his charge, and direct that 
he be immediately released. 

Ordered, that the original proceedings of the Magis¬ 
trate bo returned through the Sessions Jndce. 

(Signed; YV. EWER, Judge. 

(Signed) A. J. COLVIN, Judge. 

(True Extracts,) 

(Signed) WELBY JACKSON, Register. 


(True Copies,) 

D. B. MORRIESON, Magistrate , 



APPENDIX C. 


Copy of a letter from Mr. C. Fraser to Mr. Wilder, 
on the comm itmen t of a gang of Thugs. 


To F. WILDER, Esquire, 

Agent Governor General . 

Sir, 

The whole of these Prisoners were sent 
to me by Captain Wardlow for examination, together 
with live others whom I immediately released, as they 
appeared innocent of ail connection with them. 
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On their first examination, they all denied the charges 
brought forward against them, but subsequently nearly the 
whole oi them confessed a variety of murders which they 
had committed of travellers, who had joined them on 
theiy route, and entered into particulars of their crime 
almost too horrible to record. 

The following statement is founded on those confes¬ 
sions, which being supported partially by other evidences, 
may, T consider, be taken as a correct detail of (heir 
proceedings. 

Baz Khan, Shewn, Kurreem, Kboda Boksh, son of 
Lall Khan, Gunesh, alias Dbonkul, Kboda Buksh, alias 
Ghoornn, Nimgoo, alias Hormut Khan, Kesur Khan, 
alias Khezzur Khan, Assulut Khan, son of Khyreat 
Khan, Hoshon, Boodhoo alias Hurry Sing, Zubur Khan, 
Dhnrm Khan, son of Noor Khan, Zoolfeekar Khan,’ 
alias Bud«l Khan, alias Rudloo. Durroo, alias Munsookh, 
Is lain a Khan (absconded), Peer Buksh (absconded) and 
Husnoo (absconded):— 

Entered the Bui tool district together, and near Neem- 
panee, which lies on the direct road from Hussingabad 
to Baitool, tailing with two persons, a Sikh and 
Choomar at different P I aooe m Kurreem with 
others of the gang, seized, robbed, murderea «..a 
them. 

These two murders are proved independent of their 
confessions by the discovery of the remains of the 
deceased, which wore disintered under the snperin- 
tendance of Kurreem, and also some articles found on 
the prisoners. 

The manner in which the prisoners are in the habit of 
waylaying travellers, and the secrecy observed by them, 
makes it almost impossible to find out the persons of those 
who fall a prey to their villainous practices, and there- 
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fore nothing lias been ascertained, that could enable trie 
to discover who these two individuals were or whence 


they came. 

Tire gang proceeded from Baited to the Bekhan, and 
they confess the following murders perpetrated by them 
when there; pointing ont the property received by each 
as his share of the spoils, collected on these occasions, via. 

Five persons beyond Bokhanwara; five persons between 
a village called Borlgaon and Omrowt.ee; one person at 
Moostuzzurpoor, and one person near it. Ot these entries 
there is no proof, but wbat can be collected from their 
confessions; but since their confessions have been corrobo¬ 
rated by evidence on the other murders committed by 
them, there is unfortunately but little reason for hoping 
that their statements of the destruction of so many indi¬ 
viduals are false, and unfounded on fact. 

At Omrowteeor near it, they were joined by Phoolell 
Khan, Sheikh Shuhadut, alias Assulut, Jhao Khan, 
Dhurm Khan, son of Bukhtawur Khan, Sheikh Is lama, 
Kalo Khan, alias Kuunoo, and probably by others whom 
they have not mentioned, who were on their way home 
from the Bekhan where they had d themselves in 

murdering their a » d whence they were 

to feast on the property which they had thus 
acquired by their crimes. 

They had fallen in on the road with Chintatnun Jema¬ 
dar and six; other persons, who were proceeding to Hin¬ 
doos tan on leave of absence, from the Cantonment of 
Ingholee, and who had unsuspiciously associated with 
them for greater safety. 

On arriving at a deserted spot near the village of 
Haiogaon, on this side of Omrowtee, the prisoners taking 
advantage of the solitude of the place and the darkness 
of the night, seized their fellow travellers, and o m with 
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another the whole seven were murdered, and would have 
been buried, but lor the appearance of some strangers at 
a distance. 

The murder of the seven persons is sworn to by Adhore 
Siugh Jemadar, and Herpersand Havildar, who went to 
the spot, and subsequent^ hearing of the apprehension 
of the prisoners attended on me. deposed to the circum¬ 
stances they were acquainted with, and recognized a por¬ 
tion of the property found on the prisoners as belonging 
to the deceased, which, however, is but a trifling part 
of what the prisoners acknowledges win taken from them. 

From Haingaon they came towards Seonoe Chuprah 
by Nagpoor, and on this side of Nagpoor the remaining 
prisoners associated themselves with them; viz. Surroop 
Singh, Dhurm Khan, son of Bushorant Khan, Goolab, 
his son, Assulut Khan, son of Man Khan, Islam Khan, 
son of Peer Khan, Akbur Khan, and Bahadoor, and 
others who have not been apprehended. 

On passing from Sookhtowa to Choonree in theSeonee 
district, five travellers whom they had met, and one of 
whom wig a woman, were disposed of by them in their 

Usual method, Ucut the property tntr<=>n from divided 

amongst them. 

The bodies of these five persons were dug up by .Ba¬ 
hadoor Khan, whom I sent for the purpose to Captain 
Wardlow, and therefore there can be no doubt on this 
occasion, that the murder was committed, and their own 
confessions clearly bring it home to the party who had 
by this time collected. 

After this murder, they came to Chuprah, where they 
were all seized, together with Khoshal, alias Laljoo, who 
is not implicated in these successive offences, but who 
nevertheless is an old Thug, and has been educated and 
bred up in a family of Thugs. 


G 


( 50 ) 


The two other persons, Mimnoo and Mahadeo, are 
committed with the rest, but on a separate charge of 
Keeping; up a criminal intercourse with the Thugs, which 
is tally proved by the statement of Mahadeo, by the pre¬ 
sent received by them, and also by the confession of more 
than one of the other prisoners. 

It probably would have been more correct had I sent 
the whole of the prisoners back to Captain Wardlow, as 
they were guilty of no offence within my jurisdiction ; hot 
on the whole from the Agent being present at Jubulpore, 
I determined -on committing them at once, leaving* their 
subsequent disposal for him to determine; a Persian 
statement is attached to the Roobukaree of the property 
found on the prisoners, and of the murders acknowledged 
to have been committed by them previously in different 
parts of the country, with a descriptive roll of some of their 
gang, who escaped when they were apprehended, and 
likewise of several individuals named by them, who are 
now at large, and who subsist like them, on property 
procured by murder. 

In conclusion I may observe, that the discovery of 
iiidi be attributed ^ confessions 

of Shewa, one of the prisoners; and that although I have 
given him no distinct promise, still I have told him that 
I would mention the circumstance, in the belief, that it 
would be the means of alleviating the punishment he 
might otherwise be sentenced to. 

(Signed) €. FRASER, 

Ft A. Am 0*0. 

(True Copy,) 

(Signed) R* LOW, 

P. A. A . G. G' 


Extract of a Letter to F. Wilder, Esquire, Agent to the 
Governor General, from the Chief Secretary to 
Government. 

The Vice President in Connell having- duly considered 
the above report, adverting to all the circumstances of the 
case, and not seeing any thing to render the prisoners 
Kurreem Khan and Nungoo fit objects of mercy, con¬ 
firms the judgment of the Agent to the Governor 
General, whereby the said prisoners Kurreem Khan, (J) 
alias Kuramut. Khan, son of Khezzur Khan Patfauu, and 
Nungoo (2), alias Hormut Khan, son of Maun Khan, 
are convicted of murder and robbery, and are declared 
liable to suffer death, and directs that they be hung by 
the neck until they are dead, and that their bodies be 
afterwards exposed upon a gibbet in chains, at such 
place as the Acting Agent to the Governor General 
may determine. 

The Vice President in Council also confirms the judg¬ 
ment of the Agent to the Governor General, by which the 
prisoners — 

3 Jlaz Khan, alias Bhuja, son of Khn*,. 

5 Khodo Buksh, son of Lall Kha«' 

<> Gunesh, alias nhalrnl, joo orKunhey Tewaree. 

7 Kkodabnksh, alias Ghoorun, son of Sheikh Rubmud. 

8 Kesur Khan, alias Kheszzur Khan, son of Peer Khan. 

9 Assnlut Khan, son of Hormut Khan, alias Khyreat 

Khan. 

10 Hosbun Dyer, son of Kulloo Dyer. 

11 Mudnree, son of Knlloo, 

12 Boodhoo, alias Hurry SiDg, son ofMukhun. 

13 Zubur Khan, son of Lai Khan. 

14 Dhurro Khan, son of Bussarut Khan. 


( 52 ) 


15 Zoolfeckar Khan, alias BivJul Khan, son of Bheekum. 
10 Durroo, alias Maasookh, son of Persaad. 

17 Phooleli Khan, son of Iktiar Khan. 

18 Sheikh Shuhadut, alias Aasalat, son of Sheikh Bukshoo. 

19 Jlmo Khan, alias Mudaree, son of Darab Khan. 

21 Sheikh Jslams, son of Sheikh Sooitanoo. 

22 Kaloo Khan, alias Kunnoo, son of Ik liar Khan. 

23 Surroop Singh, son of Sookeh Ball. 

24 Dburm Khan, alias Izmt Khan, son of Noor Khan. 

25 Assalut Khan, son of Man Khan. 

23 f si am son of Peer Khan. 

27 Bahadoor Khan, son of Imam Khan, and 
29 Akbur Khan, alias Ilukooa, son of Peer Khan, 
are convicted of being accomplices in murder and rob¬ 
bery, and sentenced to imprisonment in transportation 
for life. 

With regard to the prisoner Shewn, the Vice Presi¬ 
dent in Council observes, that the discovery of the crimes 
of this gang is represented by Mr. Fraser to he chiefly 
attributable to his confession, and that although he, Mr. 
Fraser, gave no distinct promise to the prisoner, he told 
him that the circumstance would be mentioned in the 
belief iW k tvouid be the means of alleviating the 
punishment to which might otherwise be sentenced. 

Adverting to this cit^^oiance and to the want of 
sufficient evidence to convict the prisoners Dhurm Khan, 
(20) son of Bukhtawur Khan, and Khoshal, (28) alias 
Laljoo, son of Sooklall, of any active participation in the 
criminal acts of the gang, the Vice President in Council 
resolves that the sentence to which the said prisoners 
Shewa, (4) Dhurmo Khan, (20) and Khoshal are severally 
liable by the judgment of the Agent to the Governor 
General, be remitted ; but with reference to the fact of 
their being the associates of Thugs, and to their having 


been apprehended in their company* directs that they be 
kept in confinement till they find substantial security for 
their future good conduct and appearance when required. 

The Vice President in Council observes that the 
prisoners Goolab Khan (30), Muimoo and Mahadeo, have 
been sentenced to specific periods of imprisonment by the 
Agent to the Governor General. 

Ordered, that a copy of the foregoing Resolution, 
iogetlier with a copy of Mr. Robertson’s Report and the 
whole of the Proceedings in the case, be transmitted to 
the Acting Agent to the Governor General in Saugor and 
Nurbudda Territories for his information and guidance, 
with orders to carry the sentence of death passed on the 
prisoners Kurreem Kban and Nungoo (2) into execution, 
by causing them to be hanged by the neck till they are 
dead, at such time and places as he may deem proper; 
and with directions to send the prisoners Baz Khan (8), 
Khoda Buksh (5), Gunesh(6), Khoda Buksh (1), Kesur 
Khan (8), Asslut Khan (9), Hoshun Dyer (10), Mnduree 
(11), Boodboo (12), Zubur Khan (18), Dhurm'Khan (14), 
Zoolfeekar Khan (15), Durroo (10), Phoolell Kban (17), 
Sheikh Shuhadut, (18), Jliao Khan (19), Sheikh Islama 
(21), Kalo Khan (22), Surroop Singh (23), Dhurm Khan 
(24), A««alut Khan (25), Islam Khcm (£<>)✓ Bahadoor 
Khan, (27), ami 4kbur Khau (29), in custody at a proper 
season, with the requisite Warrants to the Magistrate of 
the Suburbs of Calcutta, who will be instructed to carry 
the sentence of transportation passed upon them into 
effect* 

(True Extract) 

(Signed) F. C. SMITH, 

Agent Governor General . 

dth November , 1826. 


W. H. SLEEMAN. 


WON' if 
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BURWAHA GHAT AFFAIR, 

Deposition of Moklal, Jonooa and others, taken at Saugor 
before Captain W. H\ Sleeman- 

In the month of Knrtiek, about six years ago, I, Buk- 
hut Jemadar, and Thukoree at large, Dhokul Meraea 
Panda, (hung at Saugor) and Moklal approver, left our 
homes at Poorah in Jhaosee, on an expedition to the 
Duckuu, and after taking the auspices outside the village, 
we proceeded via Jhansee, Bbilsa, and Rehlee. Leav¬ 
ing Bhopaui on the right, we crossed the Nurbuda at 
Cheepanere, and encamped outside of the village, under 
a Bur tree on the bank of the river where we found a gang 
of fifty Thugs under the following leaders : 

Roshun Jemadar hung at Saugor, with ten followers.* 
Khuleel ditto hung at ditto, with ten ditto, 

Gkureeba Dhadee hung at ditto, with seven ditto. 
Zolfukar Jemadar hung at ditto, with seven ditto. 
Golab Khan, alias Pahara, hung at ditto, with 3 ditto. 
Sheikh Ma<J«rco hung at Joura. 

Moollooa Aheer .. 1 

and > Died iu the Saugor Jail; 

Kehree Lodbee, . ..J 

Nuuha Musulman, .*" 

Manoola, . 

Bhowanee, son of Rostcun, 

Mahomed Buksb, ....... • 4 

Pawn Mahomed. f ; 

Sheikh Chotee,. 

Daood, and .... 

Pawn Khau,.^ 










( 55 ) 



also encamped, anti we joined them. They had reach¬ 
ed this place from their homes without committing any 
murder. The next morning we all fifty-six set out on 
the road to the Duckun, and arrived at Hurda where we 
passed that night. Thence we proceeded by Singeea 
Deo Boregow and Asseer to Borhanpore, and encamped 
outside of the town in a grove where there was a Math 
(Gosaeus lodging). We halted there the next day, and 
about noon a gang of fifty-six other Thugs, under the 
following leaders, came up from their homes and joined 
our gang: 

Pnrshaad Godhee hung at Saugor, with ten followers. 

Ptirusram Jemadar,. 

Sirawun, brother of ditto,.. J at large, with fifteen ditto. 

*MunohurPartuk, Jemadar, J 

Khoonmn Brahman, brother ? (at large), number of fol- 
of ditto, and.J lowers not remembered. 

Mahraj Patuck who drowned himself in the lake at 

Dhamanee, on his way to Saugor, under an escort 1832. 

We all amounted to one hundred and twelve persons. 

From this place we set out on the road to the Duck- 
hun; on reaching the bank of the Taptee river we sat 
down, and while we were talking and smoking, two Mo- 
sulman travellers came up on their way from Bhopaul to 
Aurangabad. Roshun Jemadar acted as Sothae and 
won their confidence. They sat down with as and smok¬ 
ed the hookah, and Roshun gave them some food to eat 
as he was himself eating. After resting here sometime 
we went on with the travellers and reached Tankolee, a 
village six cose south from Borhanpore, and encamped 
on the bank of the river on the north side of the village. 

* Munohur lately cat his throat near Jhanaee, when he found the 
guard from Jbansee coming up with him upon the open plain, and died 
on the spot. 
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After we had taken our dinner, about two gharries after 
sunset, we sent some people of our gang to converse with 
the travellers, and while they were engaged in talking 
they were both seized and strangled upon their beds by 
Khoda Buksh Mussulman and Bukhut Brahman, both at 
large, assisted by others as Shumsbeeas, who were sitting 
near them. We got from them oue hundred aud fifty 
rupees in cash, two matchlocks, one tattoo and some other 
articles. In the division we got oue rupee each. 

After this affair the next morning we proceeded on 
the road to the Dukhun and reached Edulabad, about 
ten cose south from Borbanpore, and encamped out¬ 
side of the town at a Fukeer’s Tukeea under some 
trees. The same day eight Rokureeas, of whom six 
were armed with matchlocks, and two Camel drivers, 
came up with Tippoo Sahee rupees (Spanish dollars) 
from Dunraj Seth’s house at Bombay, on their way 
to Indore, and lodged in a shop in the Bazar. We 
sent Khoda Buksh (at large) and Molloo Jemadar 
as Tilhaes (spies) to watch them. They went and put up 
in oue of the shops near them. The next morning the 
Rokureeas set out and both our spies followed them. 
We conjectured that they would probably encamp at 
Tankolee that day, and as we had already committed 
a murder there we did not think it advisable to follow 
them to that place. We accordingly went on to Cbaunrh 
Devee. The Rokureeas did not however go to Tan¬ 
kolee, but to Borhanpore-~on the following morning’ 


Khuieel, .... 
Mahraj Paf.uk, 
Purasram, 

Zalim and Bukbut 


.. •. ^ 


^ 


Jemadars, 


with fifty select Thugs from the gang, set out for Bor- 
hanpore. thinking that the Rokureeas would arrive there 
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from Tankolee. The remainder of the gang returned 
from this place to Deoleea, in the Bhopal district, having 
appointed to rejoin them there after perpetrating the 
murder of the above Rokureeas. About one watch before 
son set our party arrived at Borhanpore and encamped 
outside of the town towards the north. Here both of the 
spies brought information (hat the Rokureeas had put up 
in the Bazar. On this we sent Molloo and Ghureeba 
Jemadars to make enquiries, and on reaching the Bazar 
they found three other Camels lodging there, but not the 
Rokureeas we were in search of. They returned and 
reported, and we sent off Khuleel and Monohur Jema¬ 
dars, and Madam' Thugs to trace them, offering to give 
them one hundred rupees reward over and above their 
share of the booty. They were to proceed to Asseerand 
thence on to Boregow, where we would wait for them. 
These three men arrived at 4o»oe«> about midnight, but 
could not discover the Rokureeas, although they were at 
the time lodged in the Bazar. The next morning we 
reached Asseer without finding any trace of the Roku¬ 
reeas, and sent Ash raff (at large) and Monga (died in 
Saugor Jail) to the Bazar to purchase some flour, &c. and 
went on to a nullah about one half cose distant from Asseer. 
Soon after we had sal down at this nullah, these two men 
returned and told us that they bad seen the Rokureeas 
settling the duties at the Custom house. On learning this 
we were much gratified and leaving Moonga and Asbruff, 
as Tilhaees to watch their movement, we went on to 
Boregow; a little after our arrival there the spies brought 
information that the treasure bearers would not pass that 
way, having gone to Punchpuhar. On hearing this we 
immediately set out for Punchpuhar but could not find 
the Rokureeas. We passed that night there, and in the 
morning we sent six other active Thugs in different 
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directions to trace them. Two to Asseer, two to Boro- 
gow, and two to Sherpore, on the Indore road, while the 
main body halted at Puncbpnhar. About a watch before 
sunset the two men from the Sherpore came back and 
told us that the Rokureeas had lodged in the Bazar at 
Sherpore the preceding night, and bad set out on the 
road to Indore that morning, and intended to put up at 
a village about eight cose from Sherpore, name not remem¬ 
bered. They got this information from the people at 
Sherpore and it was correct. Here the four other men 
rejoined its also. On learning this, although we were all 
much tired, we immediately set out for that village, leav¬ 
ing Sherpore on the right; we arrived there at midnight 
and encamped outside of the village under a large Pee pul 
tree. The next morning when the Rokureeas set out 
from this village we followed, and about a cose from 
the village we xvoro Jotolnoa by the tJbokeedars oi the 
custom chdkee, and during our detention the Roku¬ 
reeas went on out of our sight; we paid the Chokeedars 
one rupee four anas and went on; during this interval 
the treasure hearers had, we found, crossed the Nurbudda 
at Rurwahaghat and gone on to the Bazar of Burwaha, a 
village the ether ride of the river, and put up in a shop. 
We followed and crossed the Nurbudda at the same ghat 
and encamped outside of the same vidage under a bur tree 
near tbe small reservoir. The next foermag the Darogah 
of the custom chokee detained the treasure bearers to 
settle duties on their treasure, and we were detained also 
by the same authority, but we did not intend to pay them 
till the treasure bearers had settled, with the vibw of 
following them. The treasure bearers had great alterca¬ 
tion with tbe people of the chokee who demanded a high 
rate of duty from them, when Maharaj Patuck went to 
the Darogah and admonished him, and asked why ifo did 
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not let the treasure bearers go, as, in the event of any 
accident happening to their treasure if they move at a 
late hour, he would be responsible for it ; on this the 
Oarogah became alarmed and took from them whatever 
they had intended to pay. It was now late and the treasure 
bearers would not move that night. We advanced to a 
garden about two cose on the side of the road, where we 
cooked ana ate our dinner and passed the night. The 
next morning, while we were preparing to move, we saw 
the camels and the treasure bearers coming on, and we 
immediately set out and went oa to a nullah in an exten¬ 
sive bamboo jungle, where there was an uninhabited 
village. Hera we all sat down, after cutting some large 
bamboo sticks, thinking this a suitable place for murder. 
While we were smoking 1 , a man on horseback who had been 
the companion of the Roknreeas eve* since the preceding 
night, came up and sat down with us to stnoke. Soon after 
the Rokureeas arrived and sat down to rest. We surround ¬ 
ed them from every side, ard seized and strangled the six 
matchlock men, then the horseman, and lastly we pulled 
down ibe surwans from the camels with the bamboo sticks 
we had cut there, aud strangled them. We buried the 
bodies of the whole in the nullah and instantly made 
Ghureeba mount on the sowar’s horse, and took the trea¬ 
sure camels by a bye road through the jungle, leaving the 
high road to Indore on the left. Going on about two cose 
from the place where we lmd committed the murder, we 
sat down and took the loads off the camels, put them on 
our tattoos, and turned the camels loose in the jungles. 
Here we left the Indore road altogether, and took another 
in a direction to the East, In three days we reached Sun- 
ikilpore and encamped on the bank of a tank. Here we cut 
the treasure khoorjees with tulwars and k nives, and took out 
the treasure, in which we fouad !5,G00Tippoo Sahee rupees 
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(Spanish dollars), silver bullion 100 rupees weight, and a 
small brass box stamped. When we broke open this box, 
we found in it four diamond rings set with jewels, eight 
pearls, and one pair of gold karras or bangles. The whole 
of these articles amounted to 1000 Tippoo Sahaes rupees 
in value. From this booty Zuiim took out a handful of 
money as au offering to Davee, which we intended to give 
to priests of Biudachui; but not finding an opportunity for 
doing so it was left with Zalim. Afterwards we divided the 
booty and got about 150 rupees each Tippoo Sahee rupees 
(Spanish dollars). The pearls and jewels were divided 
according to their value which had been then estimated. 
The shares of those who left our gang for the Bhopaul 
district as before described were given to their friends 
and relation Hurry Sing (at large, adopted by Khomau, 
died in J obulpore jail.) took the horse for 10 rupees. We 
passed that night at Suodulpore, and afterwards returned 
to our homes by regular stages. A few days after our 
return home, the part of our gang whom we had left 
behind at Dooleea returned, having heard that the trea¬ 
sure had been robbed at Burwahaghat. 

(True Translation) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

i> a. A. G. G. 



To G. WELLESLEY, Esquire. 

Resident, Indore. 

Sir, 

1 have the honor to forward the deposition 
of Moklal and others on the subject of the murder of the 
escort with the treasure of Dhunraj Seth, and to reqoest 
that you will have the goodness to endeavour to procure 
the depositions of the men who burnt or buried the 
bodies. They were, I understand, discovered by the 
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people of the place soon after the affair. Any inform¬ 
ation regarding the camels left on the ground would also 
he important. The guard at the Biirwahaghat belonged, 
1 understand, to His Highness the Hotear. 


I have, &c. &c. 

(Signed) W. H. SLEE M AN, 

P. /I. A. G. (r. 



(True Copy,) 

(Signed) W. II. SLEEMAN, 

P. A. A. G. G. 


Deposition of Narooha Kumusdar , of the Purguna of 
Burwaha, taken on the 5th November 1831, before 
Captain Sandys. Assistant to the Resident at Indore, 
and in charge of the Nunar district. 

in the year Suaxbut 1884, on the 29th January 1829, 
A. U«, three camels loaded with treasure belonging to 
Dhunraj Seth of Omrowtee, came to the town of Bur¬ 
waha, rested the 30th and 31st, paid the duties 
demandable at the Custom-house, and marched again on 
the 31st January towards Indore, by the village of Naen, 
which was then unoccupied and waste. On the bank of the 
ISullah, near that village, the men escorting the treasure 
were all killed, and the treasure taken oft'by robbers, and 
on the 3d of February 1829 Khosala Batar, of the village 
of Omureea, came to the guard in the evening, and 
reported it. It was then late, and the horsemen of the 
guard had gone to escort treasure to Mundlesur, and I 
deferred going out till the next morning, when T, with 
Huna Ragouauth Sing, Zemindar of the Purguna, and 



C 62 ) 


CJiutter Dufiadar, and three foot soldiers of the guard, 
went towards Naen, the place where the murders had been 
committed. On the road we met Golbeea, aPardheeof 
the village of Nadeea, who told us that the three camels 
were left in the jungle, one with his legs tied and the other 
two free. On coming to the Nala, at about a hundred 
paces distant from the road to the west, on the dry bed, 
we found three bodies. They were under the branches 
of a Golur tree, covered with leaves, dry sand and stones. 
We took them out and found all their throats cut, appa¬ 
rently with swords On one of the bodies was a black coat, 
and by that coat be was recognized to be Meer Futah 
Alee, a Merchant of Borhatipore. He often passed by 
Burwaha on business, and became known to the Peeadahs 
of the guard. We then went to Qomreea and asked 
Humteh, the Putel of that place, where the bodies were 
that be had reported, and he took ns to a part of the 
Nala in which some water remained, with Girdhur 
JVIukatee and Nana Putwaree, and about fifty paces west 
from the place where we discovered the first three bodies, 
we saw two more bodies lying on the ground on the edge 
of the water. Their throats had been cut in the same 
manner a s those of the other two, and they had been 
mangled by animals. From this place we returned to 
the first three bodies, and searching further found two 
more about ten or twelve paces from them covered with 
sand, leaves, and stones, and lying one over the other. 
We took them up and found their throats curt in the same 
manner as those of the others. There was no other 
wound discoverable on any one of the seven bodies. We 
now went in search of the camels, and about a quarter of 
a cose from the bodies to the east, we found one camel 
lying down with bis legs tied. We took him up and 
came on to the village of Nadeea where we found the 


two other camels browsing in a field, ami sent all three 
without ropes or saddles to Burwaha, and I collected the 
Baioes from Nadae Rampoora, and Agurwara, and Ornnr- 
reea to bury the bodies, and returned to Burwaha, and 
at the Custom-house ebokee'ascertained from the books of 
Gunput Raw, the Agent on the part of the farmer of the 
customs; that on the 30th of January, 1829, Dhunraj 
Seth’s three camels bad paid duty, and that on the same 
day, a Bhowanee Persaud, and others his companions, 
hearing arms, and residents of Bundelcund, thirty per¬ 
sons, with six ponies, had been entered as paying Raha- 
daree duties, and on the same day, Meer Tullah Alee, the 
merchant, had passed on his way to Indore. After learning 
these particulars, I sent off in pursuit of the robbers. 

Davey Sing, Peeada of the guard, deposed on the 
same day to the same effect. So also did Gobind 
Apa, Peeada of tbe same guard, and Chutter, Dufadar 
of the same guard. Also liana Rugonath Sing, Zemin¬ 
dar of the Purguna of Burwaha, The men employed 
to bury them, depose to their having buried the seven 
bodies by order of tbe Kumasdar. 

Deposition of Bijan Naek Nahil , of Omureea, in 
Burwaha, 3 d November, 1831: 

la the year Snmbut 1834, three camels laden with 
treasure from Dhunraj Seth, were robbed at the Nalah of 
the village of Naean, and seven men who escorted it, 
murdered. Naraba, Kumasdar of the Purguna, called 
me and ordered me to search for the murderers. I took 
three ether Nahils from Omureea, and two Danuks from 
Nadeea, and Bheela Raw, a Peeada of the guard of 
Burwaha, with me, to pursue the track (many) at the 
place where the bodies lay. We could find no (race, but 


after a good deal of search we found the many on tbs 
road to Key, about a cose from the village of Naean east, 
near the deserted village of Kshoree, and from that place 
we followed it through the villages of Gidwara, Jugut- 
poorab, Ramgolah, Cborurnudee, Khamkee, Khargee, 
Baroul, and Kutkote, Holkar’s territories. From this 
place Bhuht Raw returned home to Burwaha, and wo 
took Zemeendars, one Dhannk and one Bilae, to follow 
on the many or trace. We found it through Ranjhuuna, 
Gowarbar, Gureegor, Chundere Garb, Sankola, Byroo- 
gow, Kop Gowra, Beetora, up to the Bowlee of the 
village of Portula, in the Purguna of Neeniunpore, 
Mukoar, in the territories of Buunear, which Bowlee is 
situated about two hundred paces from the village. 
From that Bowlee no trace could be found. We told 
the Patel of that village, Dew Chnnd Kolee, and two 
other people to carry on the trace, and if they could not, 
they must answer to their Government for the murders, 
and having told them this we returned. On our way we 
saw the people of Kutkote cutting wood, and asked 
about the people who had passed of late. They said they 
had seen on the Nuddee, under Kutkote, twenty-five or 
thirty men from Bundelcund Awud, with five or seven 
ponies, and asked them whence they came. They said they 
were from Malwa and were goiug to Pootidn, bat had 
lost their road. We returned and reported all to the 
Kumasdar of Burwaha. 

Deposition of Tejula Bidar, of the village of Nadeea, 
Purgunna of Burwaha, 1st November , 1831. 

In the Sumbut year 1884, on a Nalab, in the village of 
Naean, in the Purgunna of Burhawa, three camels laden 
with treasure, belonging to Dhunraj Seth, were robbed, 
and the men who escorted them murdered. I had been 
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taken as a legar with a Kafila of Government servants, 
who were going with a Palkee and other things from 
Rorhanpore, as far as village of Omureea, and was on my 
return, and w anning myself at a fire left burning on the 
ground which a party of Brinjaras had just quitted near 
the village of Naean, when I saw a number of carrion 
birds, such as vultures and others descend from the sky 
and collect on the bauk of the natah ; on seeing this I 
■ went to the village of Rampora in the above Purgunna, 
and told Omrow Bhugwan and other Bulaes, that some 
animals must be lying dead in the nalah of Naean, as car¬ 
rion birds were there collected, and they all accompanied 
me to the nalah to see, and we found two human bodies 
lying- in »he nalah close to the edge of the water. On 
seeing them, my companions returned to Rampora and I 
came home. On my way I met Heera Rajpoot, of the 
village of Agnnvara, feeding his cattle in the grounds 
of Naean, and 1 told him that I had seen the bodies of 
two murdered travellers in the bed of the nalah, and at 
bis request 1 went again and pointed them out from a 
distance. 


Deposition of Heera Rajpoot , of Agurwara, 

I st November , 1831. 

I was grazing my cattle on the boundaries of Naean 
when Tejula Bular of Naneea, came towards me from the 
nalah, and said some people had murdered two travellers 
and thrown their bodies into the nalah, and at my request 
he went and pointed them out to me. At that time 
Nana Pntwaree, of Naddera, was on his way from 
Burwaha to Omnreea, and meeting him I mentioned the 
circumstance. He went on tow ,rds Omureea, and ¥ 
returned to my cattle. 


J 
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Nana Putwaree deposes, 1 st November, 1831. 

That on hearing the circumstances from lleera Rajpoot 
he went to Omureea and told Girdhur Muktee and Oiniota 
Patel, and went with them and Bichun Naliit and Sha« 
mila Bilae, to see the bodies. After seeing the two 
we returned, and 1 requested Shamila Bnlar to go and 
report to the guard at Burwaha, but he sent bis brother 
Khosala to do so. Khosala deposes that he was sent to 
report the circumstance to the guard at Burwaha, and 
reached the place towards evening, and reported accord¬ 
ingly. 

Urzee of Dhun Raj Seth, 5th November ISflO r forwarded 
through Captain Robinson of Ellichpore. 


<SL 


About thirty-three months ago, 45,000 rupees of my 
property, on three camels and one pony, with nine men 
on their way from Bombay to Indore, were taken by 
twenty-nine Thugs, four cose from Alvee Btireyra and 
twenty from Indore. The men were all killed and the 
pony taken with the property, but the camels were let go : 
Behareelal and Gomanee Ram, my Gomashtas, went with 
Dolla Hurcara of Holkar’s, in search of the Thugs, found 
them in Jhansee, and gave information to the Governor 
General’s Agent at Humeerpore, who got them seized 
and put in irons. They confessed that the property had 
been taken and divided into a hundred and one shares, and 
the A gent sent them all to the Resident at Indore, and the 
Resident sent them back to the Agent at Humeerpore, 
who made them over to the Jhansee Rajah’s Wukeel, with 
orders to recover and make good the property. 

Sometime before this, gold to the value of twenty-two 
thousand rupees, in charge of four Hurcaras, and another 
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batch of gold to the value of eleven Ctousaud rupees, on 
their way from Poona to Jeypore, were n] ien by Tings, 
and the people murdered. The robbery ^ as traced to 
these same Thugs, some of whom were in the C-walior, and 
some in the Dutteea territories; many were t»ken and 
made over to Kishen Persaud, Holkar's Wukeel, m ,t 
into his Highness’s Port of Alumpore. 1 have recove tod 
fom-teen or fifteen thousand rupees out of the whole; but 
my agents have in thirty-three months spent in the search 
fifteen or sixteen thousand. 

The officer in charge of the Jubulpore district, has 
seized seven of the Thugs, and sent them to the Resident 
at Indore, and their case is not yet decided. All these 
Thugs reside in J ban see and Jubulpore, and they should 
be made to give up my property. My Gomashta at 
Humeerpore wanted a Hurcara and a letter, bat the 
Agent of the Governor General would not furnish them 
out of regard for the Jlmnsee Chief though the Residents 
of Nagpoor and Gwalior and other places have written 
to him in my behalf. 

Urxee of Nrmik H* m * uf UAunraj Seth, for 

warded through Mr. Graeme, the Resident at Naqpore, 

2d September 1831. 

About three years and four months ago three camels 
and a pony were laden with twelve thousand fide hundred 
Reals of silver, value forty thousand rupees, and under 
the escort of seven matcblockmea were on their way from 
Bombay to Indore, On the roul about .six cose from 
Indore, twenty-nine Thugs kited all the escort and took 
the pony but left the camels. Behareelal and Gomanee 
Ram, my Gomashtas at Indo heard of the robbery and 
informed the Court of Moll r, who sent Delia Hurcara 
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With them to search f° r Thugs. They fonnd them at 
Jhansee and inf ( *med the Agent at Hun,eerpore, who got 
theuj secured, an ^ when ^ ie y confessed the crime he 
sent them o*’ to the Resident at Indore with the Jhansee 
Rajah’s fcurcara. Twelve hundred rupees and three of 
the R«ds were found upon them, and made over to the 
0„nashias, and the Resident, having proved the theft, 
sent them back to the Governor General’s Agent at 
Humeerpore, who made them over to the Jhansee Rajah’s 
Wukeel, with orders to request his master to make good 
the property. 

Some time before this, silver and gold to the value of 
thirty-three thousand rupees were on their way iu charge of 
Hurcaras from Poona to Jypore, and the men were all kill¬ 
ed by Thugs and the property taken. This was made known 
to the Agent at Humeerpore, who discovered that the 
Thugs were from Gwalior. They were seized and sent to 
the Resident at Gwalior, who ascertained the truth and 
recovered gold to the value of four thousand rupees, and 
put it in deposit at Gwalior, and afterwards made it over 
to mv Gomashta. Four Thugs had been seized by the 

Gentleman at Jubulpoi^.,-.nn fourteen hund*-o<J rupees 

of gold upon them, and on my representation through the 
then Resident of Nagpore, Mr. Wilder, they were for¬ 
warded to Indore. The gold was there made over to my 
Gomadita and the Thugs sent to Humeerpore, where the 
Agent made then over to the Jhansee Rajah, with orders 
that he should satisfy me and get my Razeenameh, as he 
must have received a slare of the booty. 

The Wukeel sent then all to Jhansee but remained 
himself at Humeerpdre and the Rajah detained my 
Gomashtas a month, and S en told them to go to Humeer¬ 
pore, and he would send t;nn the thieves. They went 
accordingly to the Agent i Humeerpore, who promised 


to recover the properly for them, but it is not yet 
forthcoming. The Gomashtas are reduced to ciespah and 
have expended thousands of rupees. The Saugor 
Gentleman is now in charge, and three hundred and twenty 
-Reals have been found upon the Thugs, and as Behareelal 
and Hursahee my Gomashtas, are now at Sangor, I pray a 
letter to his address, to request he will cause the Jhansee 
Rajah to make good iny losses. 

W. H. SLEEMAN. 


APPENDIX E. 


(No. 26.) 

DIIOOLEEA MALAGOW AFFAIR. 


To G. WELLESLEY, Esquire. 

Resident at Indore. 


Sir, 


I have the honor to forward the Deposition 
of Feringeca, one 01 a. <„, n g en g a g. ed j n t j le com _ 

monly called Dhooleea Malago,,, ltnd request you ffU , do 
me the favor to have the Depositions oC some ofthe peo , 
pie of Jokur, who are said to have seen the bodies of the 
murdered people, taken by the local authorities and for¬ 
warded to me, that they may be filed as part of the evidence 
against the members of the gang now in this Jail. J mast 
pray you to excuse the troube which my ignorance of 
the local jurisdiction occasions. 
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T must also request you to do me the favor to ascertain 
whether the money was sent as staled by Kisheuchund 
from Poona for the house of Maun Sing at fndore. 

1 have, &c. &c. 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 


P. A. A. G. G. 


Saugor P. A. A. G. G. Office,} 
29 th June 1881. ) 


DEPOSITIONS TAKEN BEFORE THE BOMBAY AUTHORI¬ 
TIES AND FORWARDED TO CAPTAIN SLEEMAN BY MR. 
WELLESLEY. 


BheeJca and LucJmun, 25th March 1828. 

We went from Jborya to Arohee on the 22nd of Cheyt 
Fast on a Sunday, and on our way home at a ruined 
Bowlee near Jhorka, we smelt something like dead bodies, 
and coming home told the public officers who went to 
ascertain what it was. 


Deposition of SuJcharam , Luchmun, Mokun an ^ 
other Bankers of Poona 3 22d Jub> 1 

Our Seth master"* Poona sent three men* on the 2d of 
Mag, (January) from Poona to Indore, with gold to the 
value of eleven thousand rupees, and as they did not 


* Those were the three men murdered at Dhorecote, and not those 
whose bodies were found. Thes< were the bodies of the seven persons 
murdered the year before, three were buried, in the field, and the rest 
buried under stones in the Bowl 1 ®* . 
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reach their destination, he sent us to seek them. We 
searched from village to village as far as Jborka, and one 
cose from it in advance on the road to Dhooleea, on the 
right hand, in a ploughed field, we found the bodies of the 
three murdered men, and reported to the Sahib. 

Deposition of Ocla Putel taken at Malagow, 

22d July 1831. 

The Mamiutdar at Malagow asked whether l had gone 
upon Dusrut Bheel’s report to search for bodies. I said 
that on the 7th March, on Saturday, Dusrut Bheel of 
Jhorka, came to me and said that iu the Gya Pokar field 
were dead bodies. Papa Bheel told me the same thing. 
I told the—and he, I, and Raghoo Putel and Meerab. 
Kulkarnee, and four others went, and I saw in a hollow 
place bodies with stones over them : animals had devour¬ 
ed part of the flesh : we uncovered and took out bones 
and two or three skulls. About ten cubits from this pit, 
we found hemes of two or three other people, but the 
skeletons were not entire. The hair on the head was about 
a cubit long, and part being cut off showed they were 
men. We reported to the Court at Malagow. 

Deposition of Dusrut Putel, 22 d July 1831. 

Papa Bheel cf Dharureea, on Thursday came to Maujee 
Naek while we were together, and said he had seen dead 
bodies in the field of Gya Pakur, the day before while 
hunting. I sent Gnrha Bheel with him. He saw then and 
returned. I next day, with Dusrut Shikdar and Oda 
Putel, and three or four others, went and saw bodies 
under stones in a ditch. There was little flesh upon the 
bones. At another place twenty cubits distant were the 
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bones of two or three people, but the^keletons wero not 
entire ami we could not see the wo'and3. We came to 
Malagow Kutcheree and repotted. 

Krishna Pulel, 22d July 1831. 

On the 22d ofCbeyt, Saturday, Bhika Bbeel, on return- 
iog from Auatee to Jhorka, smelt a bad smelt, and came to 
Shikdar and reported. I and Oda Pntel were sitting with 
him. He said there was a had smell in the Bowlee and it 
should be searched. We went, and were joined by Sliuka- 
ram and Lnchmun from Poona, who had just come from 
Dholeea in search of three men who had been seat with 
money from Poona to Indore. Having arrived at the 
Bowlee we smelt the stink, and looking down saw the body 
of a man under stones. Hebad on a white Ungarka, with 
blood about the collar of it. We threw it in again after 
looking at it. There was long hair on the head. We con¬ 
cluded had he been murdered by Thugs. We returned 
home and reported. Next day further search made, but 
no more were found in the Bowlee. Some time before five 
or six bodies bad been dag up about five hundred paces 
from the Bowlee on the Pnrolaroad, hut Shakaram thought 
the one in the Bowlee must have belonged to bis three, as 
the others had been buried too long. 
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APPENDIX F 



DIIOREE AFFAIR. 



lation of the Deposition of Dulela, one of a gang of Thugs, 
who are said to have perpetrated some murders in your 
neighbourhood, and as several of the members of that 
gang are now in the Saugor Jail, and about to bo brought 
to trial for that and other crimes, I must request you to do 
me the fWnnr tne&nJ *»•*■ "''pies ot any proceedings held 
in that case at Dholeea. 

(Signed) W. H. SJLEEOfAiV. 

15th A ugust, 1831. 



have the goodness to furnish me a? soon as possible with 
any information you may be abl- to procure regarding 
the case mentioned in my letter to your address of the 
15th August last. 


(Signd) W. H. SLEEMAN. 


25th October, 1881. 


K 





information my Records afforded on the subject of your 
«*>sDatch of the 25th ultimo. 


(Signed) W. EOTDE, 

Magistrate, 


Candeish, Dholeea, 18 th Nov . 1831. 


No. 25. 

To CAPTAIN H. W. ziono-v* 

Acting Collector in Candeish, 

£***, 


In reply to your favor of the 13th 


instant, I lose no time in forwarding the enclosed peti¬ 
tion this day received by me from the agents or owners 
of the property therein mentioned, and have only to add 
that font persons by name Rutteeram, Premrauj, Tiilak- 
cbund, and Sidpersaud, on behalf of the above mentioned 
parties, this day proceed to appear before yoa at Dholeea. 
A Muckadum of Cossids by name <3 uggajee Rajpoot 
accompanies them. 

(Signed) J. D. DEVETRE, 

Senior Magistrate of Police. 

Bombay Police Opfi 


The 21st February, 1821 




To ihe Worshipful 

JT. D. DEVETRE, Esquire, 

Senior Magistrate of Police, &t\ fyc* &c. 

Most Respectfully Sheweth, 

That your petitioners on the 28th of January had dis¬ 
patched some goods, valued altogether at about rupees 
72,*322, belonging to them, directed to Joypore, by the 
persons named Jootadass, Rajpoot, Jullajee Cooly Raoe 
Putel, Busta Patel, Busta Calooka, Beta Ravajee Putel, 
Jewraj Cooly, and Jeetajee Rajpoot, through the recom¬ 
mendation of the following Muccadums, viz. Pudmajee, 
Jasajee and Askurrun. 

Intelligence has been received by your petitioners, that 
the men above named have been plundered on the road 
and killed by the highway men, except one, whilst on their 
■nraj tu jay pore, It was understood that of the 

thieves are apprehended by th+ Honorable Company's 
Officer in charge of authority at that place, and also it is 
given to understand to your petitioners that *caue of the 
goods have been found there. Ir* noticing to you the 
above circumstances your Worship ordered the petitioners 
to give a list of the goods and marks on the bundles so 
plundered, that your petitioners may perhaps obtain some 
relief. 

Pursuant to your Worship's order the petitioners beg 
to annex a detailed list of the goods and marks of the 
bundles as above specified. 

And your petitioners is in duty bound ah»H ever pray. 

Jomnmul Bahadoor Mull. 

Mohm Ram Girdhurlalt. 

Arjomdas Soorujmull. 

Taramand Seetaram. 

Bombay, 21 M Fehy . 1831. 
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Goods belonging to Jonnvmnl, nurked in Guzeratee. 
Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4, 

Marked in Ooze- 1 i , ,, _ 

^letters,.j 4 buad,es of Pearls, value Rs. 16,842 

Marked with wax C 1 bundle of Europe Piece 
seal in O^eratee, .. I Goods, 1 ... 5 


The detail of the above is as follows : 


16,847 


r Bundle No. 1 , 

Oa every of this \ ~ 

bundle GozmteeX ” 

No. 151 J, . i ^ itto » 3, 

* Ditto „ 4, 


valued Rs. 

,»> • S • • 

t > * * i • 

99 t l • « 


8,400 

3,550 

4,300 

592 


Total,.... 16,842 


Sea! of wax in 
Ciozeratee on every 
bundle Mohomer- 
210 m Sree Kisliuti- 
dass,.... 


c °ods hrdonging to Mohumaa Gir~ 
durlal— 

4 bundles of Pearls, 2 of 
which marked in Goze- 
ratee, numbers 1 and 2, Rs. 10,500 


The detail of it as follows : 


Bundles No. 1 , containing Pearls, value Rs. 2,150 

Ditto No. 2, ditto ditto,. 4,175 

Ditto ditto Diamonds,. 35 

Ditto ditto Pana Manic. . . -.. 40 

-— 4,250 

i bundle without number, containing , 

Powder oi Pearls,... 550 

1 bundle ditto ditto, cong. Pearls, 3,100 

”—- 3,650 

Total Rupees,.... 11,810 
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Marked with wax x Goods belonging to Arjoondass Soo- 

seal in Gozeratee,/ 

Hoobchund Bohies,> „ c n . . . 

I bundle of Pearls, marked 

with different numbers, Es. 11,750 

Nos. 1, 2 and 3, \ 

marked sa*. with/ 1 bundle of Gold and Silver, 
Bhijachuod Suokur- V marked with Surendass Hur- 
dass Mooltan Clmnd’a \ sook’s name, value Rs,, 6*0 

name, .... • • 


name 

Mi 


ne 3 and 4, mark % 
* • ' . . -s 


11,810 


Marked with 
seal in Gozerat 
Jeyram MunjVs 
name, No. 15| 


ith wait A 
•at, with / 

is,. 

.( 1 bo 


Goods belonging to Taraehund See- 
tar am— 

,/ll bundles of Pearls, value 

..* 30,340 

box of ditto ditto,. 5,400 


Total Rupees .. 35,740 
(True Copy.) 

(Signed) J. STEVEN, A. M., 

Judicial Department . 


To CHARLES NORRIS, Esquire, 

Secretary to Government , Bombay* 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 6 th instant, 
in reply to mine of the 20 th ultimo, 
and conformably to the instructions 
contained in the fourth paragraph of 
it, beg to transmit the following account of the murder 
and robbery which took place in the Dholeebaree pass, 
of the Sathpoora Hills, on the 6 th February last. 


An account of 
murder and robbery 
ns required by the 
Secretary’s letter of 
theCth instant trans¬ 
mitted. 
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2tl. The persons robbed mid mur¬ 
dered were six men, who together 
with a seventh, had been Entrusted 
with twenty-seven packages of pearls, 
a small package of cloth, and a few rupees, by four mer¬ 
cantile houses at Bombay, on whose account, they were 
to have been conveyed to Jeypore. At Malegaon and 
Parolah, the persons entrusted with these commodities, 
the value of which is stated by the Gomashtas of the 
several bouses to be rupees 72 ,' 6 ' 22 , took under their 
charge some gold motors, and Venetian ducats, and it is 
not improbable that from this circumstance it became 
known to the gang by whom they were plundered, that 
they had such valuable property under their charge. 

Intimation of the 3d. The first intimation of the 
robbery first re- robbery was conveyed to the Mamlut- 
dar of Chotrah, on the day after it was 
committed, by Dusrut, the Bheel JNTaig, of the Dholee- 
baree pass, who stated by letter that, at about eight 
o clock in the morning of the preceding day, seven 
Beemawallas, of the designation of the persons robbed, 
had passed by Dooleebaree, and represented in reply to 
his enquiries on the subject that, they were come from 
Bombay, and were going to Indore, and had no property 
of value in their possession. He added that they were 
followed shortly after by twenty-two men, with five tattoos, 
who had among them two swords and a dagger, and who 
stated that they had been in the service of the British 
Government, /iom which they had received their dis¬ 
charge and were proceeding to Cawnpore. 

°x , 4tb ; ——«■ <* r«b. 

means communicated . ,jecaroe known to Dusrut Naig 
to Dusrut Naig, in consequence of one of the IJeenaa- 
wallas having proceeded in advance of his companions 




Description of the 
persons robbed, and 
amount of the pro¬ 
perty in charge. 
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as far as Gudurghaut, about four cose from Dholeebaree, 
where be waited for his companions during that day and 
night, and afterwards, finding he was not followed by them, 
returned to Dhooleebaree. 


By what means 
the occurrence of the 
robbery was first dis¬ 
covered. 


5th. On his way to Dholeebaree 
this person was informed by a traveller 
whom he met on the road that he had 


seen the body of a murdered man in a Nalah near the road, 
and proceeding himself to the spot where it was reported 
to have been seen, he recognized it to be the body of one 
of his companions. From that spot he proceeded to 
Dhooleebaree, and obtaining some of Dusrut Naig’s people 
to accompany him returned to the Nalah where the bodies 


of his other five companions were also found, on one of 
them concealed in his clothes a bag of pearls was found, 
and on another a rupee and a half. 

Conduct of Dusrut 6 th. Dusrut Naig shortly after- 
Naig attd>8joliovv^ wa rds joined his followers at the Nalah 

thieves * where the bodies had been found, and 

traced the footsteps of men and horses as far as a deserted 
village, on the way to a deserted part country, between 
two ranges of the Sathpoora Hills called the Pall Tuppa. 


From thence he states some footsteps were traced in the 
direction of a village called Chinahpanee, in theArraward 
Purguna, but the footsteps of the horses and the greater 
part of the gang were traced to a village named Dhe- 
gauin, in the Yawull Pmgunah, it being by this time late 
in the evening no further traces could be discovered, and 


the Naig came to me at Yawull. 

Measure taken at 7th. The following morning every 

Yawull to obtain ID- Sowar whose services were available 
teHigeuce of the rob¬ 
bers. for the purpose, and several of the 

Maralutdar’a Hurcarabs, mounted on tattoos, were sent 

out in quest of intelligence of the robbers. 
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Proceeding^tw» 8 th. Three Sowars and one of the 
Sowars and Hurca- Hurcarahs having obtained inteili- 
rahs from YawulU genee on the road that some persons 
answering to the description of the robbers given by 
Dusmt Naig, had been seen at a village called Nahnee, 
in the Yawull Pergunnah, proceeded to that village, 
and one of the horsemen being in advance ot the others 
entered the village by himself, and standing near a 
Bnneeah’s shop, met a man who on enquiry described 
himself to be a Sepoy of the 4th Regiment; upon 
being asked if lie had any companions with him he said 
he had two, who were preparing their food at a well near 
the village. Afterwards the person addressed accom¬ 
panied him to the gate of the village, near which he 
pointed oat two persons who he stated to be his compa¬ 
nions. These two persons on being called to, stopped in 
the first instance, hot after accompanying the horsemen 
a little distance ran off. The horsemen gave the man 
whom he had first accosted in charge to a Sebundy, and 
went in pursuit of the others, who he says ran towards a 
place called Martunachee Wutra, and he observed that 
they were preceded by five other persons, all of whom 
were running away. The Sowar came up with five of the 
party who stood ’on their defence against him, one of them 
drawing a sword for the purpose, and in the end, by the 
assistance of other persons the whole five were appre¬ 
hended. The Sowar stated that the other two were ap¬ 
prehended also at Fyzpoor, to which place he followed 
them, but there is not yet sufficient evidence that two 
persons who were apprehended there are the same he 
had seen at Nalmee. 

statement of the *>th. The prisoners, six in number, 
prisoners taken at who were taken at this place (Nahnee) 
>'ahnee. all describe themselves to be persons 
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without employment or connexions in the country, and 
most of them state that they have recently come from 
Hindoostan. They all agree that they come to Nalmee 
together, hut give different accounts of the time and 
place of their first meeting each other, some of them 
saying it was Dholia, others at Maligaum, and others 
between these two places, and notwithstanding they ac¬ 
knowledge they had been travelling together for some 
days past, they generally professed an ignorance of each 
other’s name. 

Mode in which A short time after they 

part of the plunder were apprehended, «. C.hewdry of the 
was discovered. village of Nahvee observed a sword 

and some other things without any person near them la 
the place called Martunchawarra. He communicated 
the circumstance to another Chowdry of the village, who 
taking a dirk with him brought the things found there to 
a Shaikhdar, who was in the village, and upou examining 
one of the things found, it was discovered to contain 
among other things two seated bags which proved to be 
two of the bags of pearls of which the murdered Bim- 
beewallas were robbed* 


Nature of the eri- ^ ^ cannot obtain any clear 

deuce against the and certain evidence that the persons 

prisoners taken at apprehended had been seen in the 
Nahvee, , . . 

place where the stolen property was 

found, but all the circumstances under which they were 
apprehended point them out as the persons in whose 
possession it had been, and their guilt is further estab¬ 
lished by the important circumstance of two of them 
being recognized by one of the followers of Dnsruc Haig, 
as two ot the party that passed Dhooleeabaree imme¬ 
diately after the Bimbeewallas, by which party there can 
be no doubt the murder and robbery were committed, 

L 
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Proceedings of a 12th. The party of Sowars whose 
party of Sowars operations have been described, pro- 
iroiu Borhanpore. ceeded from YawuIJ, and another party 
of five proceeded from Russoolpoor in the Rewair Por- 
gunnab, »Dd went to Borhanpore in quest of the robbers ; 
they there learnt that some strangers with tattoos had 
just arrived, and alighted in a garden near the city. They 
proceeded to the spot ami found three men together, two 
of whom were in the act of unloading their tattoos, and 
the third was standing near them with a sword under his 
arm. Other two were observed «t some little distance 
from «lieu ihey found the Sowara questioning 

the three men ran off and made their escape. The three 
men were secured by the Sowars. The sword of the man 
described to have been standing unemployed, was on 
examination found to be stained with blood from the 
point to the hilt. Suspended to the neck of the same 
man was a tobacco pouch containing some rupees, gold 
inohurs, and V enetians—the latter the exact number that 
bad been in charge of the JBimbeewallas. ©u examining 
the baggage that had been taken from the tattoos, four of 
the bags of pearls that had been plundered were discovered. 

Nature of the evi- 13th. The evidence against these 

dence against the three persons appears to he quite con- 

prisoners apprehend- , ' 

cd in a garden at c,uslve * -*hey themselves, however, 

Borhanpore. deny their guilt, assert that all the 

Sowars have sworn to is false, and that they know nothing 
about filings pretended to iiave been found with them. 
There is not the slightest reason to doubt the truth of 
the Sowars’ statements, which are perfectly clear and 
consistent, and io confirmation of them, one of the three 
persons is recognized to have been with the party of 
twenty-two persons who followed the Bimbeewallas at 
D bool ee bar ee. 
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Circumstance ni> !4lh. On the same day and about 
der which four pri- fhe same time that the three persons 
soners were appre- were apprehended as aboyenientioned, 
Lauded. other four were stopped bv some per¬ 

sons employed in the collection of the Zukaf near Bor- 
hanpore, and detained until some of the party that had 
been in quest of the robbers arrived. The four persons 
are stated to have been going towards the garden where 
the other three were apprehended. They had with them 
two swords and two tattoos. Both the swords were stained 
with blood, and one of them considerably so. The loads 
on the tattoos were not examined on the spot, but taken 
to a place where the -Sowars were, and tlie r e examined. 
Nothing of value was found ^ t | ie iiiooo 

persons, but two brass vessels were round with it, which 
are recognized by the Bitnbeewalla that escaped to have 
belonged to oue of his murdered companions. Of the two 
tattoos taken with these prisoners, one of them was seen 

at Dhooleebaree by a follower of Dusrut Naig, in pos¬ 
session of the party of two and twenty men that follo^d 
the Bimbeewallas and is recognized by him. Two of the 
prisoners are said to have been seated on the tattoo* 
when the party was stopped by the Zakat Collectors, but 
unfortunately these last cannot point out which of the 
prisoners were so seated, nor can I ascertain on satisfac¬ 
tory evidence from which of them the swords were taken. 
One man only can swear to one of the swords being taken 
from one of the prisoners in particular. 

Statement of the l5tL'. l ares ot the prisoners ac- 
Frisoners. knowledge tint the four had been 

travelling in company together aefore they were appre¬ 
hended, but give discordant amounts as to the time and 
place of their first meeting, Ine of the prisoners denies 

that he had previously been i company with the other 

. . 
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three before ho was apprehended, and alleges that they 
were merely -following’ him on the road unconnected with 
hmi. One of the swords is stated by the prisoners to 
have been in the possession of one of his companions, but 
that companion denies that ho had any sword in his 
possession. The other sword none of the prisoners will 
acknowledge. One of the tattoos, but not the one which 
was recognized at Dhooleebaree, is acknowledged by one 
ol the prisoners to have been in his possession, but the 
other tattoos none of them will acknowledge. 

on ihe IGth. Such is the evidence against 
the prisoners who have been appre¬ 
hended on suspicion of bavins; been engaged in this 
atiwiou* robbery and murder* I regret with regard to 
some of them it i* so perfect as could be desired, 
although it appears to me that there is sufficient to 
warrant the committal of thirteen of them and to leave 
little doubt ot their guiit. I have in vain endeavoured by 
every proper means to induce some of them agaiust whom 
n ‘° evidence is least perfect to turn King’s evidence, and 
merit pardon by a fall confession and disclosure of all the 

cironmshirt^A. *u~ caliber y 

I7th. Considering the hasard to which so large a pro¬ 
perty was exposed by the manner of its conveyance 
through a wild and deserted country, and that the recovery 
of a considerable part of it, I believe about one-third of 
the whole in value, has been effected quite independently 
of the exertions of the owuers of it, it may perhaps appear 
to the Honorable the Governor in Council, but just that 
whatever may be now g ven in the shape of rewards to 
those by whose exertions it has been recovered, should be 
paid to Government by be owners of the property after 
the trial of the prisoner Us taken place, and it may be 
a question whether the mats of the property should not 



also be required further td reward the Sowars and others 
by whose means their property has been recovered by the 
payment of a salvage, in addition to the rewards which 
laey may he deemed entitled to under my proclamation. 

(Signed) H. W. HODGES,' 

Acting Magistrate. 

Bhurgaon, 24 th March, 1829. 

(True Copy) 

(Signed) W. BOYDE, 

Magistrate . 


To W. BOYDE, Esquire, 

Magistrate, Candiesh at Dhooleea. 

Sir, 

I have to express my thanks for the docu¬ 
ments you have done me the favor to for—-* with your 
letter of the 18th instant, but in or****’ to complete the case 
I shall feel much obliged if you will have the goodness to 
procure for me any repfv that Government may have sent 
to Captain Hodges’ address to the Secretary to Govern¬ 
ment c f the 24th March 1829, and let me know what 
ultimately become 0 f the men therein mentioned as nnder 
his custod} r . 

Se veral of the gang who then escaped have been seized 
hy me, and I hope to secure the greater part of those still 
at large, but it is too late to expect to recover much of 
(lie property taken oIT by them. Shcnld you not have a copy 
of Mr. Secretary Norris’ reply, may I beg the favor of 
yonr making application for one in order to save delay, 

as the men are to be put upon their trial, if possible* 
next month. ’ 

(Signed) W. II. SLEEMAN, 

Principal Assistant. 

Saugor, P. A, Office, 3 Oth .November, 1831. 
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(Copy.) 

To Captain W. H. SLEEMAN, 

PrincL Assist t. A , G7. (?., Sauqor. 

Sir, 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 30th ultima, and to en¬ 
close a copy of the reply from this Government required 
by you to Major Hodges’s letter of the 24th March 1829. 

2 . I also enclose a memorandum of the manner in 
which the Thugs you allude to were disposed of, 

3. ‘With best wishes for the success of your able 
exertions in protecting the country from the atrocious 
acts of these detestable miscreants. 


(Signed) 

uamtetoK, Maoisirate's Office, \ 
Dhoolea, 13*6 [gg| J 


W. S. BOYDE, 

magistrate. 


MEM OKA N b t TM, 

No, Names of Convicts . 

1 Sheikh Emam, Ud. Sheikh Buscon, 


Sent ewe. 
v^aa sentenced to 
(be hung, but he 
committed suicide, 
on the 2d August, 
1829. 


2 Munsaram, Ud. Kslooram,... ...... 

3 Madaree, Ud. Rajaram, 

4 Oody Sing, Ud. Punchum,... 

5 Peerbnx, .. 

6 Qasim Khan, Ud. Noor Khan, .... 

7 ITosseiu Khan, Ud. Peer Khan, , lt 


Transported be¬ 
yond seas on the 
2 d September 1829 . 



Sheikh Ryooo, Ud. Sheikh Loothan, 


i 


Hanged ftt Ra- 
ware on the lUb. 
September 1829. 






No. 
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Names of Convicts. 


Sentence* 


9 Manick, Ud. Bahader, .* „ * r .f mvt in 

£ Saugor, 

10 Gunesh, Ud. Mungul, at large, ^ 

11 Massook Ud. Modoo Sing, inSaugor, 

12 BhowaneeUd. Munsook, at large,,.. J 

r Imprisoned for 

13 Sheikh Kalloo Ud. Sheikh Munnoo,) natural life *- die(1 

. i on the 22d Decem- 

f her 1829 . 

(Signed) W. S. BOY.OE, 

Magistrate. 

No. 545 of 1S29. 


No. 46. 

Judicial Department. 

To Captain H. W. HODGES, 

Acting Collector and Magistrate in Candeish. 

Sir, 

1 am directed to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 24th ultimo, and to convey to 
you the sanction of the Honorable the Governor in 
Council for the distribution of a reward of rupees 
six hundred and fifty, among the persons through whose 
exertions certain delinquents, supposed to have been con* 
cerned in a robbery and murder, were secured, and for the 
offer of a reward of rupees fifty, for the apprehension of 
every other person engaged in^the said robbery. 

(Signed) C. 

1° Government. 

Bombay Castle, 3,/ Apr*, 1829. 

(True Copy) 

(Signed) W. S. BOYDE, C'ollector. 





WON' i0 ' 
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APPENDIX G. 


(No. 102.) 

SHIKARPORE AFFAIR. 



To COLONEL BRIGGS, 

Resident, Nagpore. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to request that you 
will do me the favor to let me know whether Mr. Jenkins, 
while he was Resident at Nagpore, paid a visit to 
Bund elk imd about the year 1816 or not. 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

Princl. Assistt. 

Saugor, 25th April, 1833. 


To CAPTAIN WARDE, 

Assistant Resident, Nagpore. 

Sir, 

Will you do me the favor to ascertain 
fo. me the names of any officer who passed np through 
Nagpore and Jubalpore in the early part of 1816. Some 
people following in their train were murdered between 
J'l^.jore and Bandab, and some of those who were 
present at -murder say that they had very large 

establishments, and that o., e y think one of them was a 
near relation of the Resident of Nagpore, Mr. Jenkins. 
They add, that the servant of the Gentleman talked of 
their having beer, 0 j» some expedition against the French. 
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At tbt time we had not taken possession of Jubulpore 

and no information could be expected from reference to 
that place. 

(Signed) W. R. SLEEMAiNT, 
Priticl. Assistt. 

Sauc/or, 23rd May, 1833. 


To CAPTAIN WARDE, 

Assistant Resident, Nagjtore . 

, 1 ImvG the * lonor to request that you 

w.ll do me the favor to ascertain whether Ram Buksh 
Tumbolee ever recognized and recovered the property of 
h.s relations from Bundelkund, as he is stated in Mr. 
.Fenkuis s letter of the 6th September 1816 to have claimed 
them, hut no documents relating to >> -«u De procured 
from the Aar—omce. Some of the pernc^ors of 
that murder are now under trial, and tho cioort is very 
anxious to ascertain this point, which it considers of 
great importance; and I shall feel much obliged if ,ou 
can afford me the necessary information. 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

PrincL Asm'll* 

Sanyor, 27fh February , 1833. 


To CAPTAIN W. H. SLEEMAN. 

Priticl. Assistt. Agett Gr. Gl. Saugor. 

Sir, 

* n fe ply to your letter of the 27Ai 
ultimo, £ have the honor to inform yoa that there does \*fc 
appear to be any record 5 n the Residency otfic' ia the 
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case of Kara Buksh Tnmbolee of a subsequent date to 
Mr. Jenkins’s letter alluded to by you. Ham Buksh is 
dead, and by what l have been able to ascertain from 
persons recollecting the circumstance, it appears that he 
went to Bundelkund with the hope of recovering a child 
and his property, bat returned unsuccessful. 

(Signed) W. WARDE, 

Offg. Assistt, 

Nagpore Residency, l'3lh March, 1834. 

SH1KARPORE AFFAIR. 

Murder of 27 Persons. 

Deposition of Sheikh Indent, Will April, 1833. 

About fifteen years ago, in the year wheu Mr. Jenkins, 
the Resident, went from „ ♦« Randa, I was with a 

gang oi hundred and twenty-five Thugs, unue* 
!Nathea, Noor KKan, JBhudae, Gholab Khan, Hyput 
Jemadars, at Sehora, in the District of Jubulpore. 
We heard of Mr. Jenkins’s approach from Jubulpore 
and waited a day for his party, and when they came 
up to Sehora we joined them, and made acquaintance 
with tin, travellers. Some pretended to be on their way 
home from service, others to belong to the Resident’s 
camp. They went on to Gowreea, and we continued 
with them, and vent on the second day with them to 
Belhree, where vse inveigled to join us, twenty-seven 
of the party, incluling five women and two boys about 
three years of age ;ach. We persuaded them that they 
suffered much loss and inconvenience by travelling with, 
so large a camp, that food was much dearer, and often 
not to be g-.t, for j^oney, t 1 ", the water was always 
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scarce and muddy, anc that we should escape all this by 
leaving the camp, anc taking the road by Powae, To 
all this they agreed anc assented, and the next morning 
we left the camp which was going by way of Xiobargong 
and took the road through Powae. We reached Shikar- 
pore in Punna, which is three cose on this side of 
Powae, and encamped in the grove, ana } u the afternoon 
we sent on Kurbaea and Mutholee, to sOo C t a pj ace 
for the murder of this party. They chose a place t} )e 
bank of a river, between Powae and Shikarpore, where 
the jungle is thick and extensive, and about midnight we 
set out with this party. As soon as we reached the 
appointed place, we recommended them to sit down and 
rest themselves, as a good deal of the night still remained ; 
about ball of them sat down and the other half remained 
standing, and the signal being given, twenty-five of the 
party were strangled. 

Jowahir took one boy, and the other boy was taken by 
Kehree. The bodies were thrown into a drv pit in the 
Nalah, and some stones and branches of trees thrown in 
upon them to concur! them. The boy, whom Jowahir had 
taken, «n seeing the bodies thrown into the pit, cried 
loudly, and Jowahir dashed him against a stone and killed 
him. We concealed the bodies of all but that of the 
boy, which we forgot to throw in upon the rest, and i* 
Jay by the stone exposed. We went r*n i„ Powae, aud 
purchased five rupees worth of goor, which we took on 
with ns to a village whose name I forget. In the morn¬ 
ing a bearer going to the river to fish, saw the body of 
the boy and gave information to Burjore Sing, the Tha- 
koor of Powae; and he vent to the place with his people, 
opened the pit and took out the bodies, and proceeded 
in search of the murderers. He searched all day 
the following night in v ad the next day bo c' 1 * 16 n P 



-with ns at a river, where we w?re washing- cmr hands 
and faces, after having left the small village, where ws 
had eaten oar goor. He had before him two matchlock 
men, and suspecting- his design we formed into a close 
body and proceeded on our road. They run upon us, but 
We kept waiting with our matchlocks ready, and pointed 
towards them, hm they had some horsemen with them, 
and they charged in upon our body, and they wounded 
Hypo* with a spear in the breast, and Bhugwan on the 
£»ce with a sword; and finding it vain to attempt resist¬ 
ing any Longer we dispersed and fled. They each seised 
his man, and alter possessing themselves of what property 
they found upon them let them all go, except Hossein 
Khan, alias Kunheya, Roshun, Khoosalee and Kureema, 
whom they sent to Randah, where they were kept in con¬ 
finement. four years and then released. 

The boy’s name who was saved was Gunesh, and he 
was taken by Kehree P&tuk, who brought him op as a 
Thug-, and be died about three years ago. 


(Signed) W. Hi SLEEMAN. 



To CAPTAIN SLEEMAN, 

Princl. A. A. Q. 6'., Stmydf*. 

Sir, 

* directed to acknowledge th© receipt 
of your letter under date the 2.5th ultimo, and to acquaint 
you in reply that Mr. Jenkins, while he was Resident at 
.Nagpore, paid a visit to JBundelkund, either before or 
subsequently to the year 1810. 

(Signed) ■ W, WARDE, 

Offg. Assistt. 

pare Residency, Sd MBSS* 
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To CAPTAIN SLEEMAN, 

PL A. A. G. G., Saugor. 

Sir, 

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 23d ultimo, and in reply beg to 
acquaint you that particular enquiries have been made 
regarding the information required by you, but I have 
not been able to procure any trace of officers passing up 
through Nagpore and Jubulporeiu the early part of 1816. 
In December of that year, or January following, Captain 
Jenkins, ot the Bengal Artillery, came by that route. He 
accompanied the force under the command of Colonel 
Adams as far as Bellary, where he was met by an escort 
from this, but there was no report of any of his followers 
having been murdered. 

(Signed) W. WARDE, 

Offg. Assistant. 

Nag pore Residency, the 14 fk J UM , 1683. 


No. 102. 

My Dear Sir, 


On examining the Records of this 
Residency I find allusion made to the murders regarding 
which yon require information. 

Captain Close must, I conceive, have been the Officer 
whose name you were desirous of ascertaining. I have 
not been able to find the four depositions referred to. 
They probably were never transmitted I have sent 
copies of these documents officially, supposing you may 
wish to record them. 


(Signed) 

Nagpore, 23 d Jut" 


W. WAT>DE, 

Offg. Assistant,. 
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To CAPTAIN SLEEMAN, 

y 

P* A. A . G. (?„, 4 Saugor, 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter to your 
address under date the 14th June last, I am now direct¬ 
ed to transmit to you the enclosed copies of correspon¬ 
dence which took place between Mr. Jenkins and xMr. 
\ an chop v. in the early part of 1816, on the subject refer¬ 
red to in your letter of the 23d May last, and which it is 
hoped will be found correct and satisfactory. 

(Signed) W. WAR.DE, 

Offig. Assistant. 

Nagpore Residency, the 23 d July, 1833. 


To It. JEINKINS, Esquire. 

Resident at. Nagpore, 

Sir, 

I beg leave to transmit to you the enclosed 
copy ot my proceedings of the 13th instant, containing a 
statement of a most heinous robbery, with murder, which 
was committed on a party of travellers in the Rajah of 
Formas Territory, in the month of March fast, accom¬ 
panied by a list ot articles taken from the robbers. 

2 The party of travellers who appear to have pro¬ 
ceeded from Jubulpore, consisted of eighteen men, seven 
women and two children, ^ery one of whom seem to 

SearT,” “TT 1 ^ ‘ he *"* ° f ”“«■ » bi ° b 

•atm™* T Very mm °'° aS - M> »>**' in 

yoat hoiocr'able t ,® ° Ceas,on ls > that in the event of 
0 discov ’ -'bins of the anfortu- 
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nate sufferers, you might have the goodness to direct 
them to deputo an authorized person to receive the 
recovered property. 

(Signed) J. WAUCHOPE, 

Sup ft. of Poll. Affairs. 

Foujdaree Adawhit, 

Zillah Bundelcund, 

The mi June, 1816. 


To J. WAUCHOPE, Esquire, 

Suptt. of Poll. Affairs, Bundelcund. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to receive your letter of 
the oi June, enclosing a copy of your proceedings, 
containing a statement of a robbery committed on a party 
oi travellers in the Rajah of Punna’s Territory in March 
last, and a list of articles recovered, and requesting that in 
the event of my being able to discover the relations of 
the sufferers, I would direct them to depute an authorized 
person to receive the recovered property. 

The bearer Ram Buksh Tumbolee has presented 
himself to claim a part of the property as belonging to 
his family, who he believes were amongst the unfortunate 
sufferers. Enclosed is a copy of tho list of articles which 
he has given in, as having been in the possession of his 
family, and one of his verbal statements on the subject, 
taken down in my cutchery. 

(Signed) R. JENKINS, Resident. 
Naypore Residency, 6th September , 1816. 

(True Copies) 

(Signed) W.WARDE, 

Offy. Assistant. 
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Roobnkaree, 27th March 1816—14#/* Clhcyt Stimbuf 
1873. ly the Magistrate of Banda. 

As it is understood from the Superintendent of these 
Territories that twenty-five persons on their way from 
Jubulpore, have been strangled by murderers who were 
from the West and have takeu the road to Xluttah, aud it 
is probable that they are from Gohud and Gwalior, pur- 
wanas are to be addressed to all the Thanahs to use all 
their efforts to arrest them. 

Roohukaree of the Superintendent Mr. Wauchope, 
V3lh April 1816. 

On the 7th March a Purwana was addressed to Burjore 
Sing- to require the arrested robbers by whose gang the 
twenty seven persons had been murdered at the Pass of 
Shikarpore. This clay Bukshee Chitura, the Punort 
WukeeJ, has presented a Hindee letter from him in reply 
with a list of property, and slated that the four* arrested 
men are present —Husun Khan, Itnambuksh, Shumsera, 
and Bahader. These men have been examined and they 
declare that they were not concerned in the murders, and 
state that they were innocent travellers. The Wukeel 
states that the men who took them have not come with 
them ; but are with their masters at Fowae; that among 
the things takeu from them was a Pharisee, or noose, and 
one of the Row’s Sipahees took it to draw water from a 
well; that Bubader, one of the four taken, had confessed 

* Husun Khan alias Hunna, (lead. 

Imarabnkah alias Khosai, hung at Dholeea Malagow. 

Shumahera alias Roshun. hung at Jubulpore 1832. 

Ruhadtir, some where in Hyderabad, in service 1st Battalion. 

MoghoJbee i/i Hmgolee A«ro r 
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tlmt they murdered tie people in the Nalah; but 
Sbumsbera, who calls himself also Kuramut, forbad him, 
and said he would get hung if he confessed, and he re¬ 
mained silent; although they deny the crime, still it is clear 
that they are men ot bad character, and the suspicion is 
very strong against them, and they are to be sent to 
the Magistrate with the list of things taken with them, 
and Burjnre Sing is to be thanked for his meritorious 
conduct and to be requested to send the other evidence 
required. 

(True Translation) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAJN, 

-P. A. A. G. G. Saugor, 

66y l i iti March, 1816 , fay Afar, Wanctioys* 

This day Bukshee Chitara, the Wukeel of the Funna 
Rajah, came and presented an Urzee, stating that twenty- 
five persons had been murdered on their way from Juhul- 
pore, by fifty robbers, near the Pass of Shikarpore, in 
the Funna Rajah’s territory, and that six or seven of 
them had been wounded, arid four taken by the people 
of Row Burjore Sing, a relation of the Rajah’s. The 
Wukeel stated that Onrrow Zumeendar of Bumhoree 
was present, and would be able to give further informa¬ 
tion, and his deposition has accordingly been taken, and 
as it may lead to the discovery of their associates, the four 
robbers arrested are to be demanded from the Rajah, 
who will also be desired to thke care of the property for 
the heirs of the murdered people. The Rajah is at the 
same time to he t* 1 "- ' "■vertions on this occa- 
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sion, and as these robbers may pass through these terri¬ 
tories, the following Chiefs are to be written to, and 
conjoin to aid in their arrest. 

Gwalior, Bijawur, Tehree, Jhansee, Dutteea, Konr, 
Sonee Sa and Kour Partab Sing. 

Ur zee of Bukshee Chilara, Wukeel of the Punna 
Rajah, 

Row Burjore Sing, a Jemadar of my master, in the 
Purgunna of Powae, writes to me that near Shikarpore, 
about five cose south of Powae, near the Pass, in the middle 
of Phagun, twenty-five travellers, on their way from Jo bo l- 
pore, a district of the Nagpore Government, were mur¬ 
dered by fifty robbers, and their property taken off. 
That after the murder the robbers came to Powae, and 
purchased food at the Buneeas* shops, but without sitting 
down went on. The Buneeas asked who they were, 
from whence and whither going, and they said they were 
from the Duckun on their way to Banda, saying this 
they went on; that contrary to their professed design 
they took the road to the West, and rested at the village of 
Chowmooka, in my master’s territory, and left the place 
again at midnight for Tighurra, in the Jytpore territory. 
As soon as Row Burjore Sing heard these circumstances 
he sent on twenty-five of Iris soldiers after them, and 
they came up within the boundary of Tighurra, and 
unable to prevail upon them to surrender, they wounded 
six or seven of them, and took four out of the number 
into custody. They secured seven ponies, and brought 
them with other things, to Burjore Sing, Unable to 
stand against the Sipaheek the robbers sought shelter in 
Tighurra, and the villagers came to their support and 
escorted them to ’ 4 '>ore, and the holder 


of that village entertained them one day, and the next 
dismissed them, but took from them all their proper- 
ty, first understanding that it amounted to ten or twelve 
thousand rupees. Burjore Sing wrote to the Simareea 
man and desired him to keep them in custody but he 
would not. 

Deposition of Omrow, Zumetndar of Bumhoree, 

27 th March , 1816. 

I heard that twenty-seven persons, male and female, 
had been killed on their way from .Tuhulpore to Chutter- 
pore, by fifty or sixty decoits, and all their property taken 
off—that they had gone after the murders to Powae an' 5 
thence to Tig-hurra in Jytpore, and that Row Bur*^‘ c 

Sing had sent after them twenty-five of his ,vers > w ho 
seifio j a.-* and two more that baa «e.en wounded, and 

brought them with seven ponie3 to Powae to the Row 
still has them. An action took place between the 
Row’s people and robbers at Tighurra, but the people of 
that place came to the :*irl of the pobbecs, nod aa night 
came on they effected their purpose and escorted them 
to Simareea. Burjore Sing’s people sent a message to 
the Thsnadar of Simareea by the Zutneendar of Pour- 
neea, to say that the Tighurra people had sent the 
robbers to him, and be must secure them. The robbers 
remained there all night till noon the next day and then 
took the road to Deoree in Iluttab. I heard that all the 
property they had with them was taken by the Zutneendar 
of Simareea in Jytpore. J hear that the four taken con¬ 
fess they are from Gwalior and that the robbers had 
with them twenty-five matchlocks, and the rest had bows 
and arrows, and were all dressed differently, iud talked 
like people from the w 
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Lrzec. oj hoonjhehareelai. Akinir Nvvui at Punna. 

I have received your Furwanas of the 27th March, 
stating that you had enclosed two Furwanas, one to 
Burjore Sing and the other to the Annul of Siraareea in 
Jytpore, and directing me to forward them immediately. 
3 have done so by two Hurcsrahs. 


Copy. 

To CAPTAIN W. H. SLEEMAN, 


Princl. Assist/’ Sauaor. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter of the 
tw j ustaDf > ^ have the honor to transmit an Extract from 
ajoi w.. { c »t er dated December 3d, 183A. 

(Signed/ A. CAVENDISH, 

Gwalior Residency, 13 th August, 1833. 


Extract from « ukttm from Major Vlose to the Secre¬ 
tary to Government, dated Poona, December 3 d, 1815. 

“ I had yesterday the honor to receive your letter 
“ dated 10th of November, notifying- my appointment to 
‘‘ succeed Mr. Stacy as Resident at the Court of 
“ Dowlul Row Scindia. I shall proceed to that Chief 
“ in obedience to the Governor General s commands, 
" with the least practicable delay, and .'.hall adopt the 
•' route of Auruugabad, Nagpore, and Jiunddeund, as 
“ being the most open and the least liable to impedi- 
“ nient.” 

(A true Extract,) 

(Signed) ” ‘"WDISH, Resident. 
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APPENDIX H. 


SURGOOJA AFFAIR. 


To MAJOR SMITH, 

Commanding at EUickpore. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward the deposition 
of Dorgha, regarding the murder of some people, on their 
way from Ellichpore to the Dooab, about the year 1809 or 
1810, and shall feel obliged if you will do me the favor to 
ascertain whether any such people disappeared about that 
time. 

(Signed) \Y r . F SLEEMAN, 

Princl. Assistant. 

M • 

Saugor P . A . A . Q. G* Office, 

14 th February , 1834. 


Deposition of Dorgha, 13 th February , 1834, 

In 1810 or 1800 we were 200 Thugs at a village near 
Swhajie in Nagpore, when we met 40 persons, some from 
Ellichpore, and some from Gwalior, unci Jhalna, and 
Aurangabad. We came on with them seven stages, and in 
a jungle between Choree and Sutrumju, we killed them 
all, and buried their bodies under stones in the bed of the 
river ; one was a Subadar, a Brahmin, belonging to the 
Regiment of Sulabut Khan and Behlal Khan, Newabs; 
one was a Brahmin Tewaree, with two daughters, he was 
going home to get m**- ' r,n hey were murdered with 
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their mother and father. There was another Tewaree 
Brahmin, with an old woman, his wife, and a young 
daughter. The old woman was killed, but the daughter was 
preserved and married to Uunce Rao, nephew of Kasai, 
Subadar of Thugs; she had two or three children by him, 
hut they are dead; all three were residents of the purdesee 
Mabulia, in Elliehpore, and they were going to the 
provinces on the Ganges. 

(Trite Translation,) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAX, 

P. Asst. Agent Governor General. 



To CAPTAIN SLEEMAN, 

Princl. Assist. Agent Governor General, Saugor. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter ut the 14th 
ultimo, and deposition of Dorgha annexed, 1 have the 
honor to forward to you the undermentioned papers con¬ 
taining all the information I have been able to obtain 
relating to the affair detailed therein, and which I trust, 
considering the long period which has elapsed, will be 
found satisfactory. 

No. 1. Copy of a letter from Hawab Namdar Khan 
to Major Smith, Commanding at E/iiclipore. 

No. 2. Statement of Bapajie Pundit in the service 
of Major Smith, Commanding at Elliehpore. 

No. •}, I he depositions of Gobind Sing Subadar, 
Maun Sing Subadar, and Subsookh Jemadar, Pensioners, 
residing in the Cantonment at Elliehpore. 

The occurrence to which they refer must have happened 
in November or December because it is stated ia 
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*be accompanying papers that the persons supposed to 
have suffered quitted this in the cold season previous to 
the march of Colonel Close’s Force to Seronge, which 
took place in December or January 1809-10, to which I 
can speak myself, having been present with that Force. 
It however you should wish to ascertain the precise date 
(for i speak from recollection only) it can be ascertained 
by reference to the public Records of the Residency at 
Nagpore. 

(Signed) H. SMITH, Major, 

Commanding Ellichpore Division. 

Mllichjpore, iOlh March, 1834. 


Copy of a Letter from Newab Namdar Khan to Major 
Smith, Commanding at Ellichpore, Is* March, 1834. 

I have received your letter with a Roobukaree from 
Sangor regarding the murder of some people from Ellich¬ 
pore of the Purdessee quarter of the town. Twenty-five 
years have elapsed since that event, and the people of that 
quarter have dispersed, and no information can he got 
regarding them, but should I get any it will be forwarded 
to you. 

Deposition of Gobind Sing Subadar, Maun Sing Subadar, 
Subsookh Jemadar, Pensioners, residing in the Ellich¬ 
pore Cantonments, before Major Smith, Commanding. 

8th March, 1834. 

Colonel Close marched with the Division of Newab 
Sulabut Khan of Ellichpore towards Seronge, and before 
that time in the cold season twenty-one persons, pur- 
dessees (foreigners'. - ' ^nndelpoora in Eliich- 



pore, set out for Hindoostan, with all their families in 
order to celebrate the marriage of their children, ia 
afterwards heard that they had all been murdered m the 
Nagpore territories, but from that time we have received 
no further accounts of the matter. We heard that one 
girl who was saved on the occasion was still living at 
Nagpore, but Subsookh Jemadar in 1831 went to Hin¬ 
doostan with his family, and on his return he said lie 
could not discover what had become of this girl though he 
had made enquiries about her. 


NAMES OF MURDERED PERSONS. 

1 Guuga Tewaree of Dhondkhera, servant of Buhloll 
Khan Bahadur, deceased. 

3 His wife and daughter about 9 years of age. 

4 Bodliee Sing Subadar of libyswana, servant of Newab 

Subahdar Khan deceased. 

5 Needhan Sing, his father-in-law. 

6 His mother-in-law. 

7 His sister-in-law. 

8 Alpee, his nephew. 

9 The wife of Alpee’s brother. 

10 His niece. 

11 Makurj, his brother-in law. 

12 Wife of Mukun. 

13 Makun’s brother. 

14 Sanlhoo Tewaree Havildar of Rbyswarra. 

15 Bcjuauth Sookul Havildarof ditto, servant of Sulubut 

„ Khan. 

16 Gomann Tewarry, of Sukraen. 

17 Aohuroo, his brother. 

18 Wife of Gomans* 
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lfl Hi son’s wife, 

20 Dew an Chon be 

21 His brother. 

22 Bawun, an old woman of Bbyswarra. 

(True Translation) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

P.A.AG.G. 



Statement of Bapoojie Pundit in the service of Major' 
Smith, Commanding at Ellichpore, 4th March, 1534 . 

A boat twenty-five years ago, fifty persons, Rajpoots, 

with all tbvi. —n- .left in company with 

Iturnakunt, a Brahmin, about twenty-five years of age, and 
his mother, set out for ou Teerulb ; and we 

afterwards heard that they bad been robbed on the Hatee 
>bdah. At that time the roads were much infcsiea by 
robbers, and we never could learn any thing more ab^-* 
any of them, nor did the Brahmin and his mother ever 
return. 

(True Translation,) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

P. A. A. G. G. 


Deposition of Bukhteen Brahmin, 14 th April, 1834, 
about thirty years of age. 

My mother and father resided in some town in the 
Dncknn, but their names 1 do not recollect, as 1 was only 
three or four years of age, when my uncle and mother 
took me with them on a journey towards the Ganges. On 
the road my mother mo* -"•’•■e killed by Thugs, with 
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many other travellers. Kasai Sing Pntock Jemadar 
preserved my life and took me widi him to Pabluo in 
Gwalior, where he brought me up, and when I became of 
age he married me to his son, Hunce R», who is now 
dead. As long as he lived, I lived with him, tint he has 
been dead several years, and 1 have siucc lived with his 
mother and earned my subsistance by my labour. Your 
Sipahees found me out and have brought me into Saugor. 
I had two sons by Hunce Tlao. The first died when 
fifteen months old ; tile other is eight or nine years of age, 
*iuu is named Buksh ; he is in Khyrawain Jhansee, with 
his grand mother, l was the only person out of the party 
saved. There is now no Thug left in the family of Hunce 
Kao, who can provide •fi** mo r.Cj.- _m ~,»iiataiu me 
I shall be glad to remain here, but I have never heard 
whether my parents have any surviving relations or not. 
I was in advance of the party when they were killed. 
The other two girls who were killed were not related to 
hut our parents resided at the same place, and wensed 
to call each other sisters. I had no other relation killed 
but my ancle and mother. 


<SL 


(A true Translation,) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

P. Assist. Agent Governor General. 
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APPENDIX I. 

CHUTT3RKOTE AFFAIR. 

To CAPTAIN ROBINSON, 

Paymaster, Ellichpore. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward the depo¬ 
sition of a noted Thug leader regarding the murder of a 
party of travellers, among whom is said to have been an 
Officer by name of Gholab Khan, who bad been Killadar 
of Gawilgur, under the Nng-pm-e Government, and as 
yon are in the vicinity shall feel ubUgotl if you will 
endeavour to ascertain whether such an Officer ever 
commanded that Garrison. 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

P. A A. G. G. 

2nd August, 1833. 


Extract of a Letter from Captain Robinson to Captain 
SUoman, dated Ellichpore, 201A August, 1833. 

« Since the receipt ->f y 0 ur letter of the 9th 1 have 
endeavoured to get information on the subject of the 
horrid murder, and though 'he information I have got. 
in some respc.ts differs from the Thugs’statement, I fear 
the leading facts are all too true.* The person, who gives 
the Persian statement, which I send you, was a Jemadar 
of 300 men, in 181.7-18, when 1 was sent up by General 
Doveton to take possession of Gawilgur. His family 
had been servan* ‘ ee generations. His 
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name is Gopie. The family are originally from Tilin- 
ganaJj. He himself is in charge of the villages imme¬ 
diately under the fort at preseul and l have no doubt, 
as to the troth ot his statement, >o far as his memory 
serves him, tor he cannot write, aid there are no docu¬ 
ments to be ionnd ; for even at the time I first went hi to 
the fort I enquired for the archives, but. all I got was 
some old Sadre accounts, which only went back a few 
years, and were consequently of no use. I don’t know 
what became oi them. Gopie, in order to shew that there 
is no Killadar of the name of Gholab Khan, has mentioned 
the names of the Killadars in succession for a number of 
years, though I am sorry to say he could not give the 
periods of etydi reign ; but he seems to be quite certain 
as to the fact that Gurevb Sing sent his brother to 
lliiidoostau amt a sum of money for recruits, and that 
there was no more heard of them after they left Jubul- 
pore. The exact number of people in his suit he cannot 
tell, but to the best of his recollection about 100 people 
left (he fort with him, though some of them may have 
only been going to Nagpore, and the number mentioned by 
the I bugs may have been that which really accompanied 
Gureeb Sing’s brother. Is it not terrible to think what 
horrid deeds were almost every where perpetrated with 
impunity in former times ? In making the enquiry 

J was informed of a still more frightful murder which took 
place close tinder Gawilgur, a very few years before, of 
five hundred recruits, that hid come from some place for 
Gawilgur, and were pitciud in tents for some reason or 
other below the fort. Some how or other a quantity of 
treasure for the fort, for the night halted in this camp, 
and shortly after about; one thousand, of apparently 
discharged Sipahees, came up, said they were from 
Ilindoostan, and wp ' ' encamped at night 


iii the same place, but in morning there were none to be 
found of the latter. The rest were all laying strangled, 
and the treasure gone. People were sent all over the 
country but none of the Thugs were caught. The person 
who has told me the above says he came to this place, or 
rather Arkote Arkote about one year afterwards, and 
though his story may not be correct in all its points there 
was no doubt a very great number murdered on the 
occasion. I expect to get a better account, of it from 
another person expected here. If I get such as may be 
t worth sending, you shall have it. 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

Princl A. A. G. G. 

Savgor, 3 Of A August, 1833. 


No. 100. 

Statement of 

sent by Captain Robinson of Ellichpore. 

The fort Gawilgur was first held by Shahjie, under the 
Pewsha’s Government, and after his death by Makatmun 
Tija Ra w. He made it over to Madhajie Ghosla, Rajah 
of Nagpore, who appointed . Pygoojie Ghosla to the 
command. He held it live years, after which he was 
replaced by Jam Sing, who died and was succeeded by 
Surnaum Sing, who held it sixty years, when in 1813, 
Murhatfa, it was taken by the English, who made it over 
again to the Nagpore Government, who appointed to the 
command of it Gnmbheer Sing, the sou of Surnain 
Sing, who appointed as his substitute his uncle Ghureeb 
Sing, who sent his younger brother Dhyan Sing, to 
Hindoostan ; he had with him nearly a hundred followers 
and property to lh' 'musand rupees, ami 

he reached A ‘ubulpore, where 
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he and all his party were plundered. What became of 
Dhyan Sing we could never learn, though it was twenty- 
four years ago. JSTo Ghoolab Sing ever commanded the 
Fort of Gawilgur, but a Ghokb Sing commanded the 
Fort of Peerusla, where he died. 


(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

PrincL A, A, G. G . 

Saugor , 30tf/* August > 1833. 



No. 100 


Deposition of MahasooTc , the 16/A April , 1833, confirmed 
by Dory ha alias Dulele and others . 

About twenty years ago I was with a gang of three 
hundred and fifty Thugs under Gbasee Subadar, Noor 
Kban, and other leaders at Jubulpore. Some of ns were at 
Gopaulpore and some encamped at Adbartal, and some 
in the bazar. W e remained there three days, and on the 
third day Gholab Khan, the Killadar ofGavvilgur, in 
Nagpore, with Kadher Kban and a party of sixty persons, 
including seven women and a boy, came up and encamped 
on the bank of the Gopaulpore tank, in a grove of Mangoe 
trees. Ghasee Kban Sabadar went to them as oar Soihae, 
and told them that he was a Subadar in the service of 
Rughoojee, the Rajah of Nagpore, and on his way home 
on leave with a number of the men of his regiment. Gholab 
Khan said he had been the Killadar of Gawilgur, and 
having been deprived of the command of that fortress was 
now on his way borne. Ghasee said he and his friend should 
be glad to travel in his company, and finding the Killadar 
pleased with his proposal, he retured to us. The Killadar 
remained the next day and we remained also, and the 
following day went * whence to Sehora; 

from this place r ugh Relehree 


V 
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and took that through Rewa, and encamped at a village, 
whose name I forget; we sent on people to choose a place 
lor the murder, but no suitable one could be found, and 
we went ori in this manner for eight days, searching every 
day in vain for a convenient place for the murder. On 
the eighth day we reached a village called, from a large 
Bur tree, the Burvvaia village, five cose from Birsingpore, 
and encamped under trees, and sent on men to search for 
a Bele. At a place two and a half cose distant between 
this village and Chitterkotc, they found a place suited to 
our purpose on the bank of a Nalah, and about a watch 
before daylight we set out with the party of travellers ; 
and contrived as we went along to put a Bluirtoti, 
(strangler) and a Shumseea (holder of hands) by every) 
traveller’s side; on reaching the spot chosen, Ghasee 
Subahdar gave the sigrtal, and the travellers were seized 
by the men placed by their sides for the purpose and 
strangled. Their bodies were buried in the sand in the bed 
of the Nalah, and we got from them nineteen thousand 
rupees in money and seven or eight thousand xupees 
worth of other property, which we took on to Cbitterkote. 
From thence we sent back men to bury the bodies deeper, 
and they found one body exposed which they buried, 
but the rest had been all washed down by the flood 
arising from some heavy rain that fell; alarmed at this 
we all dispersed and returned to our homes. 

The boy was preserved by Muogul and Laljoo, brothers 
and Brahmins of Sindouse. He was a Brahmin and 
transported in 1834 for murder. 

We passed through Rewa and Simereea and Chandeeah 
also, and another town, a few cose from Bundoogur. 

(A true translation) 

H. SLEEMAN, 
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APPENDIX J. 


OMERPATUN AFFA I R. 


Camp Myhfter, December, 182!), 

Having arrested and placed in confinement a 
man charged on suspicion of beiug tho leader of a gang of 
Thugs, and having resolved to send him to Jubulpore to 
have the case investigated, I beg leave to report the 
circumstances under which lie has been apprehended. 

Early in the morning- of the ,7th instant, when the 
Regiment was on the march from Cbaka to Sewagnoj, 
two Chnprassies of your Establishment, named Doulut 
Sing and Dull Sing, who are in company with the Corps, 
suddenly came upon a party of about twenty-five men, 
seated round a fire on the side of the road, whom from 
their appearance they suspected to be Thugs ; and ap¬ 
proaching near to them, this suspicion was confirmed by 
their recognizing among them a man whom they had 
formerly known to be a Thug. On the coming- up of these 
Chuprassies, this man made a signal to the party, upon 
which they dispersed and rail into tiie jungle, which is 
close to the road. The Chuprassies seized the man who 
made the signal, and although lie attempted to draw his 
sword and made a desperate effort to escape, they kept 
hold of him until the advanced guard came np when 
he was secured. They also seized a tattoo, which he 
attempted to mount, on the party being surprized, and 
another tattoo belon ’ e the gang. 


jAfsii 


■ 


Sir, 



fiiaiillPiii 
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The prisoner says his name is Sheikh Inavut, and 
describes himself to be an inhabitant of Bundelcund, and 
that he was proceeding to Jubtitlpore in search of employ¬ 
ment, and denies that he was in company with any person 
at the time when the Chuprassies seized him. 

The Chuprassies however assert that he is a notorious 
murderer, and that they knew him as a Thug- these 
several years ago, and they say that there are several men 
at Jubulpore who can confirm all they state regarding 
him. 

. Under these circumstances, and as I have heard re¬ 
ports that several gangs of Thugs are supposed to be in 
the neighbourhood, I have thought it proper to detain 
him in custody, and shall send him to you to be examined. 
Thakpor Bishnn Sing has undertaken to provide a 
guard for his security, and ho will proceed in progress to 
Jubulpore to-morrow. 

The prisoner having no money, and requiring- sub¬ 
sistence, with his consent I directed his tattoo to be sold 
bv auction. Sixteen rupees were obtained for it, which 
will be accounted for to you when the prisoner is made 
over to you. 

The several effects found on the prisoner, and the 
second tattoo, (of which he professes to know nothing) 
are sent with him. A list of them has been made out, 
and it is sent along with him. 

(Signed) J. OLIVER, Captain, 

Corny. 73 d Rcgt. N. I. 

To Captain Slkeman, 

PI. Asst. A. G. Gl, 


Camp Omerpatun , 1 Oth Dec . 1829. 

To CAPTAIN SLEEMAN, 

P/. Ji/f. Govr. GenL Jnbulpoi*e . 

Sir, 

I think it right to report to you that six 
persons were Iasi night murdered near this place by a 
gang of Thugs, 

I heard of it on my arrival here this morning, and as 
it was not convenient for myself to go and enquire into 
the circumstances, I sent a man for the purpose. He 
has just returned, and states that the bodies of six 
Gosaens were this morning found lying on the ground, 
near a tank close to the road, about a cose to the 
north of the town. They bad been stripped. Their 
long matted hair seemed to have been opened out and 
examined, and the only mark of violence apparent on 
the bodies, was that of a string round the neck with 
which they seemed to have been strangled. Some arti¬ 
cles of clothes were found near ; also a tattoo and a 
bow and arrow under one of the small drains that cross 
the new road. 

It is farther stated that last evening these poor 
wretches were seen to stop at the tank, in company with 
twelve persons, apparently Kauretties, or carriers of 
Ganges water, and to them, some of the articles found 
near the tank, are supposed to have belonged. 

The person who brought me this information called 
afterwards by my desire on the Cotwal of the town, and 
was informed that persons had been sent out in all 
directions in pursuit of the supposed murderers, but that 
no trace of them had b*- - - ’ **ed. I also am informed 
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that immediate notice of the murder was sent to the 
Rewab Rajah, and bis son Bulbudder Sing, under whom 
Omurpateu more immediately is. 

(Signed) M. NI COLSON, Captain, 

Assist. Suptt. Roads, 

Benares, 15 th Me. ch, 1835. 

(True Copy) 

(Signed) F. C. SMITH, A. G. G. 


TCn 


To CAPTAIN SLEEMAN, 


Princl. Assist. A. G. G. 

Sib, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 2d instant, with its enclosure, and beg 
to forward you a copy of a letter from Ensign Richardson, 
regarding the circumstance of the monkey. 

I am sorry to say that none of the Sepoys, now present, 
recollect either the circumstance of the monkey or cap, 
so I am unable to give you further information on the 
point required by you. 

(Signed) T. R. S. YATES, Major. 

Commanding 73 rd Regt. N. I. 

Benares, ll#/t March, 1832. 


To Lieut, and Adjt* THOMAS, 

73rf Regt. N. 1. 

Sib, j 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter No. 24 of tfis date, and in reply beg to 
state that I perfe* circumstance of the 
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seizure of a Thug by two of Captain Sleeraan’s Chopras-* 
sies. I was that morning on duty with the advanced guard 
of the Regiment, and just before sun rise I saw the man in 
custody of the two Chuprassies by whom he had just been 
seized, I recollect also what the Thugs mention (in their 
deposition) regarding the monkey, but cannot tell when 
the circumstance took place, not even if it was on the same 
day. I have no recollection whatever of a Sepoy having 
lost his cap. It could not have been one of the guard—* 
otherwise I must heard of it. 

I have u»,i Uno r to return the Documents. 

(SigucU; VV . KlUin u n«!O V, 

Ensign, 73 d _V. 7. 


Deposition of Ram Buksh, 20 th February, 1^3. 

Three years and half ago when Sheikh Inayuf. was 
taken at Sewagunj by Dowlut approver, with the Regiment 
of Sepabees, I was with Mehrban and Dibba Jemadars, 
and a gang of twenty-five Thugs, of the Lodhee caste, and 
we fled on the road to Rewa, and reached a village under 
a hill ten oose from Sewagunj, where we rested. In the 
morning we left this place, and halted on the bank of a 
tank, on the road to Myhur, and there dined; and about 
twelve o’clock four Gosaeos and a Brahmin and a Rajpoot 
came up oo their way from Hydrabad to Benares. The 
Jemadars went to them, and in conversation won their 
confidence, and we went cn with them to Omurpaten, 
which we reached about four o’clock, and rested in the 
shops of the bazar. Wt diced there, and some time after 
dark, we after consultation, cetermined to kill these men, 
and to set out with thmi for that purpose after the 
third watch. We -so and half from 
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Omurpaien under some inangoe trees and miiowa trees, 
■which had been chosen by Budula. About an hoar before 
daylight ws sat down on pretence of performing onr 
ablutions, when Esuree gave the signal, and Heera, my 
nephew, Sumbhoo, Esuree, Mehrban, Dibba, and Persaud 
strangled these six men while others held them down. 

These bodies were disposed of in some rising ground, 
two hundred yards from the place. Some gentleman’s 
things were coming from Rewah, and a white pony, 
belonging to Esuree, got loose, and the people with his 
property asked whose it was. Upon that we left the 
bodies exposed and fled. We got from them two ponies 
with some clothes upon them, and we went on with the 
booty to a village six cose distant, where we opened it, 
and found one hundred and fifty rupees in money and 
some gold heads, with one hundred rupees worth of silver, 
and eight setaKa, two with gold lace, s*u«t six plain. We 
tied it up again and went on with it to Tirwst in the 
Dooab, where we divided it, and each man got about 
twenty rupees. The whole amounted to about nine hun¬ 
dred rupees. 

The gang of Mussulmans took the road to Belloree 
after the seizure of Sheikh luayut, and we did not meet 
again in the Dobab, 

On one of the Gosaens’ heads the hair was long, baton 
the three it was cut off. The pony Esuree let loose, and 
we never recovered it, nor did I learn who got it. 

When we were about to take up the bodies to bury 
them, one got up and attempted to run off, but he was 
pursued by Dibba, Kasee Lodhee, and Dooja, who seized 
him after he had gone a hundred paces, and Dibba 
strangled him. He could not make a noise as his throat 
had been hurt in the attemnt to strangle him before. As 
soon as we had * ’ '*h the other five, we 
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saw the party of the gentlemen coming from Rewah 
approach and made off. The people did not then see 
these bodies, bnt tbev were afterwards discovered. 


Deposition of Bhiitim Khan, 28//; February, 1833. 


A little more than three years ago when Sheikh luayut 
was taken at Sewagunje, the Lodhies of the gang lied and 
took the road to Rewah to the west, and we about twenty 
Mussulmans took that of Belehree. W e struck off towards 
Biseynee. We spent the night at a village two cose 
from Belehree, and setting out in the morning halted at a 
well about a cose from that place, and dined while these 
live travellers oamo up—two of them Kauruttees, two 
Taylors and one a woman. They told us they were on 
thpir way from Jubulpore, and we went on with them to 
Shahnuggur, where we spent the nig^t, ““J the next day 
went to Biseynee, where w» found two travellers who 
appeared to us to be extremely poor. When we prepar¬ 
ed to set out with the five, after the third watch of the 
»%ht, these two men got up and prepared to accompany 
ns, hut we tried to purstiade them that it was too early 
. ‘•hern, as we wished to avoid putting them to death, 
seein., nrospect of advantage in it, and some risk of 
impedimen. ‘he murder of the other five. They 
however persisted ♦ still with a view to save them, 
we sent on three or it, ' -’«rs with them on the high 
road, while the main body o. -nng set out with tbo 
five on the bye road to Pngdutuic. " •=• two men got 
alarmed on leaving the main body, and m:; n rejoin¬ 
ing us on the Pugdundee road, aud as soon as . 
up we determined to put them to death also, and pu. 
six Thugs with them for the purpose. They went on 
with them to the JN>' -ally killed travel- 


, mtsT^ 
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lers, about two cose from Biseynee, and there put them 
to death, and concealed the bodies in the Nalah. Wo 
came soon after the five and put them to death also, and 
we buried the bodies of all seven under some stones. 

Deposition, of Bhola Buneea, Jemadar of Thugs, 
27th February 3.832, before Captain Sleeman. 

Hiree and halt years ago 1 joined Mehrban, Cbeyn, 
Sheikh Inayut, Dibba, Sewdeen, Bhikka, and Nunha Je¬ 
madars, with a gang of altogether eighty-five Thugs, and 
we reached the tank at Sewagu*j 0 in the Myhi»- Jageer, 
where we passed the night. On the we reached 
this place, the advance tents of a Regiment, on its way 
from Jubnlpore, were passing, and we consulted upon 
the propriety of quitting the road, and determined to do so. 
•In the evening two hours before dark four Hindoo 
travellers came up on their way from Jubnlpore towards 
Bandab, and we invited them to encamp with us. One 
watch before daylight we were preparing to set oat, and 
these four travellers with «s, when we heard the voice of' 
a hare, and this we took for a very bad omen, and allowed, 
the travellers to pass on. Their lives were saved in 
consequence. We remained there, and I and Sheikh 
In a} at were on our way to the bank of the tank near the 
village, when Ram Buksh, the son of Runna, called out and 
asked us to smoke. I returned to him alone, and sat down 
with him by the fire he had kindled to warm himself. 
Sheikh Inayut went on, and soon after four sentries came 
up, and sat down to warm themselves by the same fire, 
and soon after went on; one of them lost his Regime- iU 
cap, and soon after they had gone, he came ' ' vK an< ^ 
asked me whether I had seen it. I said * " lU not ’ an< * 


#i 


went back on his w* 
this a gentle 


search for it. After 
in horse back and 
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seeing a young monkey under a tree tied to a backery, 
he ordered Ike driver to put it. on the backery, and the 
driver said that he got on and off when he liked, and the 
gentleman went on. The sun was now near rising, when 
Dhun Sing approver came up, and sat down to warm 
binaself by the fire, with a spear in his hand, and .imme¬ 
diately after him Dowlut approver came up, and sat down 
to warm himself at the fire, which the party of Mussul¬ 
man Thugs had just left and gone on towards Belehrec. 
He saw in the fire a black painted stick, which we had 
taken three days before from the five men whom we mur- 
derea «v Biseynee, on way to Sowagunge, and the 
party of Mussulmans had torn up and thrown into ihe 
fire, and being such a stick as, Hurcarras commonly use, 
he concluded that Thugs had been there. He called 
to Dhun Sing to join him, but Dhun Sing told him to 
come to his fire, and he came, and tbey halted together, 


and we over heard them say that we seemed a large gang 
of both Mussulmans and Hindoos, and though we did 
not personally know either of them, we concluded from 
their discourse that they were spies. By this time a 
great part of the gang had gone off, and the others were 
preparing to move, when Dibba the Buneea called out 
to Sheikh Inaent, to move off. He replied “ go on and I 
will follow'”. On hearing this, the approvers rushed in 
upon Sheikh Inaent, and seized his horse by the bridle. 
He asked whether they were robbers, and while they were 
scuffling, the rest made off'. Sheikh Chaund who was 
lately hung at Saugor, the brother of Sheikh Inaent, 
•eaped from his horse as one of the approvers seized him 

- 1 bridle and lied on foot. Sheikh Inaent was 
s^curcttt 

' taken away. I, Chimaia, and Omeda ran off, 
and reached bu. . , > ... . , , , 

'\ree in three days, travelling night and 

VI it J * Tf v l vSivU I 1 

, . . . ’■'d then went to our 

home m lirwain 




Ram Brksh, Dibba and others, making n party of 
twenty-five Thugs, fled on the road to Mirzapore and 
Omurpatun and in their flight murdered the six Gosaens 
at Cjmirpufun. Three days afterwards Bhikka and others, 
making a gang of twenty-five, took the road to Belehree 
rn Juhujpore, and with seven travellers whom they met 
there, they took the road to Biseynee, where they put 
them to death. 

When Rambukah, Dibba, and others went home after 
the affair of Omorpatun, I went to visit them in the 
village of'Tirwa, in the Pergunnah of Phuppoud, district 
Belha, and there I heard them relate the circumstances 
of that affair, 

fW Examined. 

The five men murdered at Biseynee were a Muss.il 
man trooper, from whom we got the siUi-, ♦„ . ••scksnnths 
and two shopkeepers. Had the two approvers called out 
Tb'V?* w hen we were mooing off, we nrust have been all 
taken, as the Sipahees bad come up, and there were many 
of the Myhere Rajah’s horsemen present. They calfedX 
out and said the fowls had gone loose, or something of j 
that kind. 

The five travellers were from Hyderabad on their way 
to Benares, and we fell in with them at the village of 
Pooreyneea, one cose and a quarter from Shahnugur on 
the road to Belehree. I, Xlambuksh and Sheikh Inaent, 
with a party of two Thugs, had left Dibba, and the 
rest of the gang at Slvalmugar, when we met these men 
at. Pooreynefta, and I sent back with them Imanee, 
Dummee, the son-in-law of Dibba, Bukshee and oth 
whose name I forget, with a message to HJibj^Y] I>jbba 
the travellers. They went to the Shab^ a , ia}e befor0 
invited them to hi* 
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night. We bad come on to Pooreyncea in the hope of 
meeting some travellers of this kind. We passed the night 
at Sliahnugur, and in the morning set oat with the tra¬ 
vellers, and had sent on Bilbao to choose a place to kill 
them at, but we found so many Brinjaras encamped along 
the road that we oouid not manage it, and reached Besevnee 
"here some encamped on the bank of the tank, and others 
took up their quarters in the shops of the Bazar. In the 
morning we ont aboat sunrise, and three cose from 
BeseyneeataNalah, Sheika Inaent gave the Jhirnee, and 
they were seized and strangled by Mehrban, Dibba 
Cheyn, Bhikka, the son of Suim..' Isnree, neither of 
whom is yet seized. Their bodies we»e buried under 
stones in the Naiab ; and \ve got from them one hundred 
rupees in money, ihn- l-uuicu rupees worth of Gota, 
’*des clothes and brass pots. On a division we got 
about five each. The bodies were pointed out 

last year by Ram Buksh to Chunder Deen Subahdar’s 
party; Chittooa got a mare in this affair and she. -,<i as 
taken from, him by a Sepabee of the Hadjegur Rajah, 
stationed at the village of Gonoura, as a pick-pocket told 
him thai flbittooa was a Thug, am. he made off without 
his mare or pony. The Nslah is ebout two cose and half 
from Hoppa. No other village is near the p ,ace. 

(True Tra xslation,) 

(Signed) W K. SLEEM A.N, P, A. 
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APPENDIX K. 

GANGS ARRESTED AT KOTAH. 

To C APT AI iff. W. H. SLEEMAN, 

Princl Assist. Commissioner, Sanr/or. 


Sir. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 


of your letter dated 19th instant, and of its enclosures, 
and to forward to you in reply the copy of a letter 
addressed by Captain Caulfield to Sir .David o^Moiiony, 
dated 25th June 1822, and of Sir David Oohterlony’g 

reply 9th July 1822. 

2. The Persian Deposition referred to by Captain 
Caulfield has not been found : indeed I am led to believe 
that it is no longer in existence, the Persian records of 
that year having been destroyed by white ants. My 
reference to the Rat Rana in whose immediate keeping 
the Thugs in question -vere, has, I regret to say, been 
equally unsuccessful. A oopy of bis Vakeel’s reply is 
herewith submitted. 


(Signed) L. WILKINSON, 

Offg. Political Agent in Harowtee. 
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To SIH DAVID OCHTERLONY, Bari 

Resident, &c. &c. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to enclose a Persian 
Deposition of forty-four Thieves, a translation of which 
has already been furnished by Captain Waugh. The 
Rfij Kana has been in the habit of punishing all great 
offenders with death, upon their being- m»v -«fcprebended; 
but the lapse' of time since the men in questm,. WRre 
taken into custody, renders such severity at this remote 
period impracticable. He is therefore desirous of receiving 
instructions relative to their disposal from you. I should 
have declined troubling you upon this question, and 
should have informed the Raj Ranatbatbe was competent 
to determine n.a„ destiny, bad not the decision been 
previously thrown upou y0 u. 

(Signed) J. CAULFIELD, 

Political Affotii *» narowtee. 


Koiafi, 25 th June, 1822. 



To i. CAULFIELD, EswUIRe, 

Political Agent in Narowtee, 

Sir, 


I have the honor to acknowledge your 
letter under date the 29th June, enclosing the copy of a 
letter from Mr. Secretary Swialon, relative to a gang of 
Robbers apprehended by the Kotah authorities, at the 
desire of Captain W p ' " r dv, have the honor to 
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acquaint you for the information of Government, that the 
said gang- are now employed on the roads in the vicinity 
of the town. 

I have, &c. 8tc. 

(Signed) D. OCHTERLONY, 

Resident. 

Vth July, 1822. 

(True Copies,) 

(Signed) L. WILKINSON, 

Offig, Political Agent. 


Letter from Aimed Buksh, writer in the Agent’s Office, 

Kotah. 

I have searched in vain for copies of the papers for¬ 
warded to Sir Davicl Ochterlony on the 25th .Tune 1822, 
as the papers of that year have been destroyed by while 
ants. 

Letter from Bhowanee Persaud, Vakeel of the Kotah 

Chief 

I have asked my master about, the forty-five Thugs, and 
he states that they were confined ten or twelve years ago 
in the Pultun, but what became of them after that Pultun 
was disbanded, he knows not. 



To CAPTAIN W. H, SLEEMAN, 

Princl. Assist, to the Commissioner, Saugor. 

Sir, 

Lest the following list of Thugs, formerly 
kept in imprisonment by Colonel Caulfield at Kotah *br 
some years, should prny o of any service to yo*> I 
myself the hor - 
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It has been obtained from Bhimmee Jemadar and 
Nuttoo Sopurya who were of the party, and may be 
compared with such lists as you may already have by you. 

(Sigued) D. F. MoLEOD, 

Jr. A* A* G. 0* 

Ajviere, the §th Dec, 1833. 


i 
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List of Thugs that accompanied 
Mr, McLeod's letter of the Vth 
December, 1S33, to Captain W. 
H, Sleeman , P . A. Cr. Saugor, 


Remarks by Captain W. //. 
Sleeman , General Superin¬ 
tendent , July , 183$. 


1 Bbimuiee Jemadar,Lodfc^c,.... Approver, seized. 

2 Bunsya Chumar In*companion. Dead. 

3 Bhore, son of Maklmn, Lodhee, Seized, approver. 

4 Guncsb, his brother, ditto,. t Ditto, and died in Sao- 

t gor Jail, approver. 

5 Pudma, his brother, ditto, .... Hung at Saugor 1832. 

G Mandhata 1 st, son of Duipnt, do,, Seized, approver. 

7 Purumsookb, his uncle, ditto, ... Died in Saugor Jail. 

8 Boodhooa, son of Purtimsook do. Hung at Saugor 1833. 

9 Mandhata2d, son of Purshaud, > TX . 0 

_’.> £ Hung at Saugor 1833. 

10 Mohun, father-in-law of Man- ? 0 T ., 

dhata,ditto, ..[ Died in Stofor Jail. 

It Gunesh Naee, liiscompanion,... Approver, in Saugor JaiJ. 
32 Hurnagur, Lodhee,.,. Ditto, ditto ditto. 

13 MunneeRamof Behareepore, do. Hung at Saugor 2832. 

14 Bis ban, ditto,... Transported 1832. 

16 Sob abut, his son, ditto, .* Transported 1832. 

16 Dii»innoo, ditto,.. Dead. 

17 Kurhorcli, adopted of Bicb- t , 

choo, ditto, .. | 

18 Mobnaa, ditto .*. Hung at Joura 1829. 

10 -• I)heer, son of Dorjun,ditto, . Died in Saugor Jail. 

20 Kehuree,ditto,..... In Jubulpore Jail. 

2* Balkishun, ditto, . Hung at Saugor 1833. 

23 his son, ditto, ..... Died in Saugor Jail. 

23 Ouuga,.., ts }, an( i mi* - Saugor 1932, 
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List of Thugs that accompanied 
Mr, McLeod's Utter of the 9th 
December, 1833, to Captain IV. 
H n Sieeman, P. A, Cr. Saugor. 


Remarks by Captain W. IP* 
Sieeman , General Superin¬ 
tendent, July , 1835. 


24 Doorga Lobar,....... 

25 Buljoo Lohar,.. 

2 6 Khoda Buksb, Mussulman,. 

27 Azirn, Mussulman,.,-...... 

28 Nuthoo, Mussulman, Sopurya, 

20 Kureema, AKto, ditto, . 

30 (*->**■Jemadar, ditto, ditto, ... 

31 Khoda Buksh, diltr., Jin* . 

3*2 Dewa, ditto,.......... 

33 LaN Khan, Mussulman, 

34 Pirooa, his son, Mussulman, ... 

35 Kadir, of Sucdons, ditto,...... 

36 Khooda Buksh, son of Gub- > 

boon, his brother,...,.,..) 

37 Sirawun, Lodhee, .... 

38 Pars ram (1st) do. brother of? 

Sira wan. .J 

39 Parsrstm, (2d) do. son of Laljo, .., 

40 Jowalflr, do. brother-in-law of ? 

No, 4, ... ) 

41 Kinhur, do. his brother,.... 

42 Tejuna, ditto, .. 

43 Sookhooa, do. Chela of No. 12,.., 

44 Tewun, Mussulman, Sopurya,... 

45 Phoolsa Kobe,......... 

46 Durrear ditto, .... 


Dead. 

Ditto. 

Bung at Saugor 1832. 
Dead. 

Approver, »uized. 
Transported 183*2. 

Dead. 

Ditt^- 

jp-ied at Kotah. 

Died in Saugor Jail. 
Transported 1832. 

Dead. 

Hung 1832. 

At large, (1.) 

Ditto, (2.) 

Ditto, (3) 

Seized and in Jail. 

At large, (4.) 

Died in Satigoi Jail. 

At large, (o.) 

Ditto, (6.) 

Died in Saugor Jail 

C Transported from Indore 
) 1899. 


Besides these, there were seized at the time and kept 
in confinement though not belonging to this gang- 
imam Khan and Koelias, both at large ; their ears 
Soobratee, have been partially cut. The real per* 

pertrators of the affair which led to the arrest, are said 
to have been Fe^~ "ty of about thirty men 
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who were released after one day® confinement. 1 ho 
whole of the above list however can, it is believed, be 
convicted by reference to Kotab. 

(Signed) D. F. McLEOD, 

Jr.A.A.G.GL 



List of jl*a%9 under Firing tea who 

' ! 

Remarks by Captain W • 

v*. 

were apprehended id Kotah and 

i 

R 8 lee man , General 

"I 

released after having their faces 

^ j 

S upef* ea indent , J uty t 

a* 

hixrkrned in 1832. 


1836. 


Stiu. at Lakok. 

f32 0f Mum,ice, present 

1 Kullooa, son of Nundlal Lohar,) residence in the Bor- 

( bar, pore District, 

2 Judae, brother of Kulloon,.. 26 Residence of Ditto. 

f 40 Ditto of ditto—arrest- 
.. .. . i e<i at Borhanpore by 

3 Asa, son of Deen Rajpoot, ... < Lieutenant Graham, 

V N ov ember, 1835* 

4 Blum Sing, son of Kar.ee, 60 Ditto ot Ditto. 

5 Nungoo, son of Punch and Mas- ? Stiliatlarge, of Murnae. 

sulman,.-.*.> 

C Bodbooa, brother of Naago^... 50 Ditto oi Ditto. 

7 Khowtto Btiksha, son of Pa- ) 40 Still at large, of Siod- 

heenkbnu, Mussulman.J ouso. 

8 Posliun, son of Goman, . 36 Do. of Sobow in Jhalono 

9 Dhurinjeet adopted of Hce- ? 36 DiUo of MorBace . 

ra, Mussulman,..i 

10 Peers, son or Man, M u-ssul- $ 40 &Ui*y of Jofar, now im* 

man,,,,.....( prisoned at Kotah. 

11 Goolbee, son of Man,ditto,. 32 Ditto of Ditto. 

12 Ajeeta, son of Goman Skg, do. 5*5 Ditto of Ditto. 

13 Rohesma, brother of Ajeeta,,., 4f> Ditto of Ditto. 

14 D.ewa, brother of ditto ..... 40 Ditto of Ditto. 

15 Lalkhan, son of Runjeet, Mus- (45 Ditto Rathgur in San- 

suitnao,.... 5 8 or * 

16 Dodhooa, alias Suinshera. 25 Do. of Rattigur in Sau- 

Lalkhan, ..* T 




















List of Thugs iimUr Pifaingeca who | „ . , „ . . T _. ry 

were apprehended at Kotah and ! Remar ks by Captain XV. H. 


released after having their faces 
blackened in 1832, 


Sleeman. General Superin¬ 
tendent, July , 1835. 


Dead, punished and otherwise disposed off. 


l 

Dbummpaul Brahmin,,. 

Dead. 

2 

Chotee Jemadar,,.. 

Hung at Saugor in 1832, 

3 

Chudamee, .... 

^ Un t5 at Saugor in 1832. 

4 

Bhowance Rajpoot, . 

Died at Saugor. 

5 

MoJJooa, .. 

Approver. 

0 

Kurhoree,.. . 

Ditto. 

7 

Buphtee, approver, .... .. 

Ditto. 

8 

Madhoo, ........ 

Ditto. 

9 

Rlitmdeo Brahmin, . 

Dead. 

10 

Dulela, brother of ditto, . 

Died at Dhat. 

11 

N ungee, ... 

Hung at Saugor ia 1832* 

12 

Akbureca Mussulman, . 

Dead. 

13 

Bahatloora..... 

Transported, 

14 

Julia, brother of Babadoora, ... 

Dead. 

15 

Peer a Mussulman,. ,.. 

Transported. 

10 

Laek,.... 

Ditto. 

17 

Dhurum Khan Jemadar, ......... 

Dead. 

18 

Mandhata Brahmin, .... 

Hung at Saugor in 1833. 

39 

Mu nee Ram Jemadar, ............ 

Hung at Sangor in 1832. 

20 

Puduraa Lodhee, .,.. 

Hung at Saogor in 1832. 

21 

Dorgah Lobar, .. .. 

Died at Kotah. 

22 

Lail Khan, ... .... 

Approver, dead. 

23 

Bahadoor Mussulman, .. 

Dead. 

24 

Pnrmesuree Lodhee,... 

Died in Saugor Jail. 

25 

Bikraoi Lodhee,.,... 

Hung at Sangor in 1832. 

20 

Abdoolla, ..,... 

Hung at Sangor m 1832. 

27 

Karkoree, son of Laljoo, . 

Dead. 

28 

Rukbhan Lobar, ... 

Hung at Jubulporc 1831, 

29 

Guhda, unde of M audhata appr., 

Dead. 

30 

Dlieer Lodhee,.... 

Died in Saugor jail. 

31 

Bauz Khan Mosuin>"- 

Transported. 

32 

Ciiotcc K.bi) > ' 

vd. 
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i 

£ List of Thugs under Fttingeen who 
£ were apprehended at Hot ah and 

jj' released after having their faces 

blackened in 1832. 


Remarks by Captain W . If. 
8leemm f General Ruperin* 
tendent, July 1835. 



33 Dhowkui Lodhou, ..... Bung atSaugor in 1832. 

34 Subtia Mussulman, ... Hung at Saugor in 1832. 

35 Shir Khan Kooeleen Jemadar,... Hung at Saugor in 1832* 

36 Hoormut Khan,.. Hung at Neerapanee, 

37 Murdan Lodhee,.♦. Hung at Saugor in 1832. 

38 Sasdtit J*«»«dar, . Dead. 

QO Bhowaneo, son of Mucka, ,. Dead. 

40 Bodhee Btineeah, ........ Hung at Jnbulpore. 

41 Mudotui Rajpoot, .. Hung at Jubulpore. 

42 Bhowaneepersaud, uncle of Fe- ? ia * n 

ringeea and brother of Donee, \ Huogat Jubulpmein 18 >0. 

43 Shera Mussulman,..,.. Dead, 

44 Khodabuksha Mussulman, .... Transported. 

45 Paharce Mussulman, ......... Ditto. 

4 6 Dorgha alias Shera Mussulman, In Sangor Jail. 

W. II. SLEEMAN. 


(Copy.) 

To CAPTAIN CAULFIELD, 

Political Agent, Harowtee. 


Si r, 


I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter with depositions, and to acquaint 
you 1 have some time since made a reference to Govern¬ 
ment on the subject. 

There does not seem a doubt from the deposition that 
the far greater part, if not all this band, were associated 
for purposes of plunder.. ,,*M though no one act can be 
brought home to th own recital, it 
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would appear dangerous to let loose such a set of mis¬ 
creants to prey upon the public. If therefore the Raj 
Kana could he induced to retain those who by their own 
confession are professionally thieves, in some‘sort of 
restraint and hard labor, similar to our punishment of 
working on the roads, I should hope the very terror of 
such punishment would have a beneficial effect, and 
perhaps prove more salutary than the infliction of capital 
punishment. 

I would therefore recommend your suggesting this 
measure to the Raj liana, at the same time informing 
him that he is at liberty to act in this case, as in all other 
matters of internal administration, as he deems most 
advantageous to tUo public interests. 

(Signed) D, oCHTERioN Y, 

Resident. 

Neemuch, the 28 th June, 1822. 

(True Copy,) 

( Signed) W. H. TREVELYAN, 

4th Assistt, A. Gr. Gl. 





APPENDIX L. 


. 1 \ ; t VV#'* \l xl tfJ^rV > ' ? l * 

ARRESTS AT RIIOPAIFL IN 1820. 


To CAPTAIN STEWART, 

Acting Resident at Scimlkeeds Court. 

Sir, 

Some months ago several highway robbe¬ 
ries, and murders of a very atrocious nature were com¬ 
mitted in this District. A number of the perpetrate** 
including three Jemadars were shortly afterwords appre¬ 
hended, and from tbp nonfesstuus of a few individuals it 
appeared that they belonged to some large gangs of 
Thugs who had come chiefly from the banks of the 
Jumna and Chumbul. Th« first depositions however did 
not afford precise information regarding the names of the 
principal members of the confederacy or their places of 
abode, but one of tbe Jemadars has now giyen a declara¬ 
tion stating these particulars so minutely that it may 
perhaps afford the means of apprehending the greater 
number of the leaders. 

2. This declaration state? that there are about twelve 
hundred men who follow the irofession of Thugs, according 
to a regular system ; that alier the Dahsehra and Dewalee 
they set out in gangs under their several Jemadars to differ- 
ent parts of the country, assuming various disguises, and 
return to tbir homes before the commencement of the 
rains; that with the exception of a ’ew residing in Saugor, 
Jaloun, and the neighbourhood of Jiansee, the residence of 
the great body is within a very stnsl tract, in Scindheea’s 
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territories, near the banks of the Sind and within 
seven or eight cose from those of the Jumna ; that about 
two years age -'early the whole of the Jemadars were 
seized and confined by an officer in Scindheea’s service 
named £loy Sing Haviidar, commonly called the Hurda 
Wallah, who after some months released them on the pay¬ 
ment of a fine amountiagto rupees 11,250; that a requisi¬ 
tion was made about that time or shortly afterwards, by the 
Magistrate of JStawa for the apprehension and surrender 
of the individuals, but that only one man named Durroo, 
who had been unable to pay his share of fine, was sent to 
the Magistrate, the rest haviug been previously released. 

3. The enclosed list contains the names of the indi¬ 
viduals designated as Jemadars who are said to inhabit 
that part of Scindheea’s territories before referred to. It 
is stated that nearly the whole of them reside with their 
followers, in five villages, contiguous to or -within very 
short distances of each other, the names of which are 
Onjha, Surote, Nudna, Purosa and Pursal. 

4. For your further information in case yon should 

think it proper u “j -r-s in consequence of the 

communication, I have the honor to enclose a copy of the 
deposition of Kalleean Sing Jemadar, taken in Persian, 


I have, &c. &e. 

(Signed) C. A. MOLONY, 

Commimoner in the Nurbuddcu 

Jubulpore Office of Commissioier ,) 

Is/ October, 1820. $ 

(True Copy,) 

(Signed) C. A. MOLONY, 

r’tr in the Nurbudila. 
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«* List of Thugs, that accompanied Mr 
£ Molony’s letter of the 1 at October 
S 1820, io Captain Stewart, Resident 

j* at G walior. 


Remarks Captain W* ff* 
Sieemm, General Superin¬ 
tendent j July, 1835- 



1 Mona war Khan of Nunga ? Scise d&madean approver. 

Purthan,, ..) 

2 Taujoo alias Taj Khan adopted ? jj UD<r at g aaa *or. 

of Monawar, ,..5 * ° 

3 Subsook Lodhee son of Bunsee, Died at Gwalior. 

4 Khooman Musulman son Died j„ Saugor Jail. 

5 Nunkoo alias Nunnakolee son l f n Sailor J?il 

of Heera,.. 5 ° 

6 Horsing Roy Brahmin son of? Died at Snmtur . 

Singly... o 

C Ditto, seized aucl mode an 

7 Mansart, ..... } approver at Saugor. 

8 Mahraj Pattack Brahmin soo of C Drowned himselfun his way 

Snrdoo,.«.d to Saugor from flight, 

y i>i3^ F n.u* son of Newttly.......- Hung at Saugor. 

10 Assaiut Khan son of M uugul,,.. Seized and in Saugor Jail. 

11 Aliy Khan son of Rushan, .... Hung at Saugor. 

T , . q- , (Seized and died in Jubul- 

12 Kumolee or Kamole Singh, j Jaii 

IS Sheikh Dhrum *-„,n«rted from Saoe«»- 

14 Muchul nephew of preceding,... Died at his home. 

15 Khoman Lodhee. Died in Jubalpore Jail. 

16 Bhirae Lodhee sod of Jhuidee,.. At Saugor, approver. 

17 Chinta Lodhee son of Bho.vanee, Seized aud in Saugor Jail, 

18 Binhoo Lodhee sou of -Jnlhee i a e ized&naadean approver. 

(at large,). ■> 

IP Hurteelec Branda son rf Pun- ? Hang at Saog( , r< 

cliun,.... j 

, 20 Jalira Brahmin son oi B*ljoo,... Ditto Ditto. 

21 Budum Sing son of Jianjoo, ... Approvers Jail, sincedead. 

22 Kunhye Aheer son »f Bhowa-/ Seized and died at Afu- 

nee (at large,).. reeabas »u Joadpore. 

2S Thukoree son of Bbowanee ? Seized and in Saugor Jail, 

Aheer,. . ••-■•••! 

24 Ghyboo alias Roheeii "‘'d in Jubulpore Jail. 

ofMachou, *♦.* 


























List of Thugs, that accompanied Mr, 
Mo Imp's letter of the 1st October 
1820 to Captain Steward Resident 

at Gwalior, 


Remarks by Captain IF. //„ 
Slfteman. General Superin¬ 
tendent, July 1835. 


25 Noor Khan alias Gomanee son } r*. » * 

of Pitholoe...} 1)1611 ,n Hutta Ja,J - 

20 Muugudh Lodhee adopted of?^. , . 0 

Neivul,.... # > Died in Saugot Jail. 

27 Durroo son of India, .. Hung at Jowra. 

28 Murigul Sing JLodhee son of),-, , 

Incha, .I Dead. 

29 Munsah Mussulman son of,.,.,.. Ditto. 

30 Nungoo son of preceding, . Ditto. 

31 Gnaesh Brahmin son ol Kuuiiye, Transported^ 

32 Pucholee Brahmin son of Ma-CSent to Hydrabad by Mr. 

hadeo, ......( Moiony, 

33 Duleele Mussulman,. Died at home. 


The principal Jemadars are stated 
to be, 


Monuwur Kb" n, ...... 

Bur Singh Roy,. 

Afunsab, .... 

Dirgpaul, . 

Assalut Khan, . .... 

and Khoonvau Tod bee, 


Remarks by Captain Sleeman, 1835. 


No. 1 , Approver at Saugor. 

„ 6 > Died at Sumtur. 

? , 7, Approver at Saugor. 

>> 9, Hung at Saugor, 

99 *0, Seized and in Saugor 
Jail, Hung. 

» 15, Died at Jubulporc. 


The following individuals are believed to have been 
concerned in some oi the murders committed in these 
districts : 


Asafut Khan, 
Aliy Khan, .. 
Kuraole Sing, 


Remarks by Capt . Sleeman> 1835. 

No. 10, In Saugor Jail. Hung. 
Hj Hung at Saugor. 

Died in Jubulporc Jail. 
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Ilemark'f fttj Capt. SUettMu 1835 * 


Dliurana Khan, 

Much alt..*.. 

Noor Khan, ... 
Mungul Sing, 


No. 13, Transported, 

,, ,, 14, Died $,t bis home. 

„ 25, Died in Hutlah Jail. 
28, Dead, 


The following individual* are stated to have been 
concerned in murders and robberies in the Saugor 
district : 


No. 1, Approver at Saugor. 


Monuwur Khan, 

Tej Khan, ..... 

Subsookh Lodhee, ... 
Khoormn Mussulman. 
Nunkoo, ... 


% Hung at Saugor* 
3 ? Dted at Gwalior. 


l, Died in Saugor Jail. 
5, In Saugor JaiL 


Besides the Jemadars named in the above lists, it is 
stated by Knlleean Sing that the principal Sirdar of the 
whole body is a man named Roy Sing, a Brahmin, com¬ 
monly called the Etawah-walla ; who has taken a farm of 
sayer or custom duties at Mulhargbur. 


(Signed) C. A. MOLONli, 

Commissioner in the Nurhudda * 



declaration of a man named Knlleeau Sing, who with 
several others was apprehended some months ago on 
suspicion of being concerned n several murders and 
robberies committed 









2. It is stated that some murders were also committed 
in the Saugor district by the gang of Thugs described 
by Kalleean Sing, ami that some individuals belonging 
to the gangs are new residing in Sangor and Bundelemid, 

3, The following are the persons designated as Thugs, 
said to be residing in the Sangor district, in a village 
situated about; one aud a half cose S. W from Dhamow. 




List of Thugs that accompanied Mr. Mo* 
lonija Utter of the iii£ O cL 1820, to 
Mr, Haddock) Acting Agent Governor 
General) Jubulpore. 

Reworks by Copt. W . H. Slee- 
fncitt) Genl. iStipt, July 18 J5. 

__———-— 

Jowahir Brahmin,- a Jemadar, 

Gooroo Lodhee, a Jemadar, calls n 
himself a ffujpoot, and assumes i 
also the name of Kesurco and/ 
various other names. It is said > 
that lie has twenty-five or thirty i 

followers in different villages in % 
..v.^uuntnnouu, .. .J 

Gunnoo Kbomar, son of H ameer £ 

Sing. 5 

Bukut Ditto, .. 

Budhoo Ditto,...». 

- ^ 

Died iu Sangor Jail. 

Xu Saugor Jail. 

In Saugor Jail. 

Died in Saugor Jail. 

Ditto Ditto. 

In lh$ Town of Dhamow . 


Laljoo Brahmin, .. ... ... 

Mohrinn Brahmin, .. . 

In a village named Marcendeh ') 
abam four cose north from £ltit~> 
tab tlahasook Brahmin, . ) 

Punchje, ditto ditto ditto, ... 

In Saugor Jail. 

Ditto Ditto. 

In Saugor Jail. approver. 

In Saugor Jail, approver. 


In c village named Seloda or Selondah, Pur gun ah 
Khemlasah . ■ 

Junoo Mussulman, son of Nut:-? At largo, and in Gwalior 

dun, ....£ district—sinceseized. 

Poondc Mussulman, son ^ H >iecl in Satigcr Jail* 

Hoop S ah Muss til* ' at bis home. 


m 


IwHSl 
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4. The Thugs staled to be residing iu Buadelctmd 
are as follows. In a village three cose last fium 
Mhow. 


List of Thugs that u^ompanied Mr. Ma- 
iuny’s letter of the 1st fhtf. 1820, to 
Mr. Maddock, Acting Agent Governor 

General , Jubulpore . 


liemcrh'i by Capt. W . H. SUe- 
Worn, Genlt $upt. July 1835. 


If ut Mussulman, a Jema-1 

dar; he is said to have with hiai> Hung at Saugor. 
twenty-five or thirty followers, ... ) 


In the Town of Mhow* 


Buddye JemadarMussmlraan, son of 
Duitoo at large, and is said to be 
in Chunder Ilaka Gwalior, ,. 

Gool«b Khun Mussulman, son of 
Durroo, .. . 

Mutinoo Mussulman,.. 


In the Jubulpme .Tail. 

InSaugor Jail. 

Died at home. 


hi two contiguous villages named Roopapora and Koora- 
poora, four cose north-west /torn Jha lone * 


Bhoora Khan Jemadar,sonofKemoo, Hung at Sangor. 

Doorga, alias Narain Sing Jenia-^ 

dar, son of Khy roo, at large, and f Seized and made approver* 
is said to be in the Cawnpore l 
district, .... * 

5. From several depositions it appears that Bhoora 
Khan and Purumsook, Jemadars, were the principal 
persons concerned in a very atrocious murder committed 
at Jhansee Ghaut in this district. 

G. I have the honor to enclose also copies of depo¬ 
sitions of a man name' 1 T ’ Persaod, taken before 
Major McPhersr ^er information 
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regarding' persons said to be Thugs, residing in the 
district of Saugor, and murders alleged to have been 
committed. 

7. I have also the honor to send for yotir information 
the copy of a letter which I have addressed to the Acting 
Resident at ooindhef'o^ Court on the subject of the 
^ described in Knlleean Sing’s deposition. 

(Signed) C. A. MOLONY, 

Commissioner in the Nurhudda * 

(A true Copy,) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMA'N, 

P. A. A. G. G. 

Jubulpore Comr’s. Office, > 

1st October, 1820. 3 


Extract of a letter to Captain Stewart, Acting Resi¬ 
dent at Gwalior, from Major Henley, Poll. Agent, 
Bhopctul, dated the, 22d March, 1820. 

Para. 5th. No less than fifty-five of the mur¬ 

derers, denominated Thugs, were apprehended six days 
ago and brought in here. Although, I fear, I can only 
obtain sufficient proof to enable me to institute proceed¬ 
ings against eight of the number, yet as there is no doubt 
of the whole of them supporting themselves by these 
practices, "i have deemed il an indispensable measure 
of precaution to disarm them, and after transmitting an 
accurate description of their persons to all the principal 
towns, to remove them out of Malwa, with a strict prohi¬ 
bition against the’" 'he whole of them are 
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mm 

natives of the provinces on the Jtr.&na, between Etawnh 
and Allahabad. Nearly fifty persons have fallen victims 
to murderers of this description in this part of MaLwa, ia 
the course of a few months. 

Deposition of Thakoor Pwshad, Bhopal Hurcarru, 

3tl September, 1881. 

About fourteen years ago, 1 went with a gang of about 
forty Tbog-s, from my residence at Murnae to Bhopaul, 
where we were all taken up on suspicion by the Nowab’s 
officers, and sent to Major Henley, the Agent to Seliore, 
but he was at that time out on his circuit of the districts. 
One Hurcarra was sent with us, and about, one cose and 
a half from the village of Kuttora, he was strangled by 
one of the gang named Hindoo, who was lately hung at 
Indore, and the body was thrown into a Nalah, where it 
was concealed by the long- grass. 

We then went off to Sobiid, which is about eighteen 
cose from Ojeyn, where we murdered four people and 
got booty, which on a division, gave to each a quarter of 
a seer of gold. I was at the time at Hutteea, which is 
fifteen cose from Sohud. Of the Thugs of this gang- 
some have been seized. 

1 Thakoor Pershad Jemadar—deponent. 

2 Hutteilee Jemadar—hung at Saugor, 1833. 

3 Zafhn Jemadar-—dead. 

4 Goomanee. 

Two Jemadars not seized. 

6 Maleea. 

0 Bicheoa. 


Roobukaree from the BJiopaul Agent, Wlh |p, 1831. 

In reply to Captain Sleeman’s reference, with copy of 
a letter from the Nowab of Bbopaul, states that about 
twelve veal’s ago, a gang of men who seemed to be 
Behreeas, or vagrants, had been seized at Bbopaul, on 
suspicion of being Thugs, and that they had all been sent 
off to Major Henley at Sehorje, the then Agent, but that 
information of their escape was received three days after, 
and as the Hurcarra never returned, they concluded he 
had been murdered by the Thugs. 


(Signed) h, WILKINSON, 

Pall, Af/ent. 



APPENDIX M. 


DOWS A AFFAIR, No. 1(59. 


Deposition of Rushm Khan, 15 tlx January, 1834, 

in Jet, about six years ago, I was with a gang under 
Nnthee Khan, lately bung at Saugor, Bhurjee, Bliikka, 
and Saadnt Jemadars, and a gang of forty Thugs, on our 
way from Madborajpoor: we reached Mulariva Dongerka 
in Jypore, and lodged in the Surae. A little before 
dark, the son of the Cotwal of Sooper came up with four 
companions on their way from Sooper to their homes in 
Rewaree, aud lodged in the same Surae. Nuthee Khan 
went to the young man who was about fifteen years of 
age, and won his confidence TT ' agreed to travel with ns, 
aud we set out *’ Aid reached Lalsont, 
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and lodged in the Surae of Khosa! Bhuteeara : next day 
we reached Ramgur in Jypore, four cose distant, and 
lodged in some shops. Thence we sent on Bhikka 
Jemadar, to select a place for the murder, but he could 
not find one, and returned in despair. The next day 
we went on to Dowsa in Jypore, which place we reached 
about noon, and we lodged the hoy and his companions 
in a shop, while we went to the Surae. The shop-keepers, 
in whose shop they lodged, were three, Nanuk, Sewlall 
and another, whose name I forgot. We were all well 
known to these three shop-keepers, and they had shared 
liberally in our booty, and their shop was near the Surae 
in which we lodged. Four ghuries before night, we 
sent on Bhikka again to look for a Bela, and he chose 
one on the bank of a river, a cose and a half distant; and 
at night reported his success. ISuthee Khan, Bhikka, 
Kureema, Ineha, Iiamla, a Sooseea Thug, were chosen 
as stranglers, and others appointed to assist them ; and a 
watch and half before daylight we set out, and on reach¬ 
ing the place chosen, in the bed ot the river, which was 
then dry, they were persuaded to sit down to their 
ablutions. A carpet was spread for them, apd the son of 
the Cotwal, with one of his companions, sat upon it, and 
the other three sat at a i*ttle distance. The Shumseeas 
(sat near them, and the Rhu*^tes (stranglers) stood 
ibefeiod them. I was appointed to give the signal, and I 
did it by saying, “ if the lads are ail! come, give them 
tobacco/' and instantly the Bhurtotes threw iheir Ango- 
chas over their necks and strangled them. Their bodies 
were buried in two graves, two in one, and rhree in the 
other, in the sand in the bed of the river. Bhikka Jema¬ 
dar, still at large, strangled the boy, and the four other 
Bhurtotes strangled the W~e got from them a 

mare, a pair of ear~r : n **rU io each and 
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other thing's -worth two hundred and fifty rupees, fihikka 
Jemadar states there was a hag of gold raohurs found 
upon theta, which we had ho opportunity of counting : he 
found them-upon the boy whom he himself strangled. 
Ehikka s ’orother Chunda held the hoy's hands while he 
strangled hint, and took off his kumniurbund as soon as 
lie was dead, and put it round his own waist. At this 
moment, the mare ran oil’, and several Thugs rau after 
her, and brought her hack, but before their return, 
Cluinda had made off with the waist band, and gone 
home. Bbikka, however, pretended that his brother had 
lost the road. We went to Sooper in Jypore, and 
divided the booty, hut not the Sooper whence the party 
had come from. Whs got five rupees each; and Nutheo 
Khan took the mare at a valuation of forty rupees; and 
sold her to the Thakoor of Puchawur in Jypore, for 
sixty rupees. Three days after the murder, the bodies 
were dug out by the animals of the jungle, as we learnt 
from the IJhnteearas and shop-keepers, who requested 
ns to keep away from Dowsa, in consequence. The 
Cotwal wrote to Iris home to announce the departure of 
his son, and as he did not reach home, his uucle and 
another man came out to search for him, and came to the 
shop where he had lodged him at Dowsa. We returned 
to the place twenty days after, and found the uncle on a 
■Chuhootra, in front of the shop, weeping and saying that 
he could trace his nephew thus far and no further. We 
concealed the property we got after hearing this, but we 
have none of it now. 

(True Translation,) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

pi. a. a, a. a 
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(Copy.) 

To CAPTAIN W, H. SLEE'MAN, 

PriiicL Asmf* Commissioner, Saufjor. 

Sir, 

In reply to your lleohucaree of the 1st 
ultimo, I have, the honor to forward copy of Urn Prime 
Minister’s letter No. 68, and translation of a Marhatta 
note. 

I bave> &c. See. &c. 

(Signed) R. CAVENDISH, 

Resident. 

Gwalior Residency, 

1 m March, 1884. 


Kyfeeut of the A until of Seopore, received with the letter 
of the Minister of Gwalior to Mr. Cavendish the. 
Resident, and the Resident’s letter of the 1 5th March , 

1834. 

Haifa Bhujun Lai, in the time of John Baptiste, was 
stationed at Seopore, on thepart of Chatter Bhoje Dewan. 
He had his family with him. He sent his son liunsee Lai 
towards Rewaree to bring hack his bride. He had with 
him Pirfbee Brahmin of Seopore, and Jogul Brahmin of 
Rewaree, Hcera Sing Sepahee arid Govinda Jat. They 
had a horse with them they set out on the 27th of Cheyt, 
1885 Sumbut, towards Rewaree, and after three mouths 
a letter arrived stating that he had never reached home. 
Bhojun Lai sent, people in search of him, and found that 
on the other side of M " ~ and the other side of 



the Biraas river, a half a cose from the Bower Bowlee, 
they had been all killed. Bhujuu Lai died soon after of 
grief for the loss. 


(True Translation,) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

PL A. A. G. G-. 



appendix n. 


murder of subahdar major akbcjr 

KHAN. 


Deposition of Feringeea, 17 th December 1832. 

About ten years ago in the month of Magh (January) 
I was with a gang of nearly one hundred Thugs at Lak- 
heree, in the Boondee territory, lodged in some deserted 
houses outside the town to the east, when Akbar Khan 
Subaiidar carae up with eight companions, six being- 
bearers, one a Sepahee, and one a servant of the Subah- 
dar. He was very ill, and carried by the six bearers in a 
Dooley ; and lie took up his quarters near the Bowiee, 
intending to move on the same day?, after resting a little, 
to Indergur, which is two cose from Lakberee. He said 
he was going from the Cantonments at Neemucb, to his 
home in Forruckabad, in consequence of a protracted 
pain in the head. He asked ns to go on wi th him to 
Indergur, and after he had gone on, Khnluk, Bidtoo, 
A man, aod CUo tee went after him with forty Thugs of 
our gang, and icached - 1 with, the sixty under 

Dhunnooa and ■'*’ 'ained at Lakberee, 




with five travellers, on their way from Kotah to Cawnpore, 
a Rajpoot, two Brahmins, and two Kaets. These men 
we killed that evening, at Lakheree,* and went, on to 
Indergur with the booty after midnight, as stated in my 
deposition in the Lakheree case. 

At Indergur we lodged at the Tukeea of aFukeer, near 
a Bur tree, with those who had gone on hefore In the 
morning we left Indergnr mid lodged at the village of 
Pachocla, in Jypore, and the following morning reached 
Sherepore with the Subahdar and his party. Having* deter¬ 
mined to kill them, on leaving this place, we in the after¬ 
noon sent on Khomna and Junguleea to choose a behind 
they chose one n oose distant on the road to Heiwfcee 
in a hill. In the morning we set out before day light 
and on reaching the spot chosen, A man gave the Jhirnse 
and they were all killed, and their bodies buried in the 
hill; the stranglers were Man Khan and Bhowanee who 
have been seized ; Gunesh and Mandhata who are still at 
large; Bhowanee the second, now in Jail, and Lai Khan 
approver, who lately died in Jail. Soorjunand Peera who 
aro still at large. 

Three months after, while we were encamped at 
Madhoorajpore, two men, relations of the Subahdar, 
came and asked us whether we had heard any thing of the 
Subadar, and told us all they knew about him. We had 
an iron grey pony that we got in the booty from the 
Subahdar, and we threw a cloth over him lest they should 
recognize it 

(True Translation) 

(Signed) W. II. S LEE MAN) 

PI. A. A. G G. 

* Fbeae bodies were taken up antler the inspection of the Acting 
A gent at Kotab, Doctor Cor* 
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To MAJOR C. P. VING, 

Or the Officer Commanding 4th Regiment 

Light Cavalry , Nusseerabad . 

Sir, 

I iave the honor to ie«|ae&v,f}, a t yuu will 
do me the fav^*' 1 ** ,, vtfcuuu c^a lot me knov? whether 
on y Commissioned Officer of your Regiment disap- 

peared in the month of October 1821, or about that time 
on his way to his home on sick leave. 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

PI. A. A. C. a. 

29th August, 1833. 


No. 21. 

(Copy.) 

To CAPTAIN STEER AN, 

Assistant Governor GeneraVs Agent, 

Saugor. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter under date the 29th ultimo, and in 
reply to inform you that I consider your communication 
must allude to the death of Subabdar Ashruff Khan, late 
of the Regiment under my Command. 

The Subahdar left the Regiment, then quartered at 
Neemuch, on the 9th February 1822, for Futteh Gurli, in 
a very bad stale of health, in a Dhoolie, and was accom¬ 
panied by five bearers ?*' 1 f ervantboy. None of the 



party ever reached their destination, nor could any 
account of them be obtained bejond Lakheree Ghaut, a 
few cose from Jvotah. 

I have, &c. i>c, 

(Signed) C. P. KING, Lieut.-Col 

Cmmr>r,~./: nr , T.igkt Cavalry. 

Nusseerabacl, 8 ih September, 1883. 


Arzee of Nitrkoolal, IQth June, 1833, to Mr. McLeocl. 

On the 9th June we reached Alurnpore near Nana 
Sheher; next morning about 4 o’clock P. M. two Thugs, 
Khoda Buksh and Imam Khan, came to the Surae to 
lodge ; Kurhoree and Godhee pointed them out, and got 
them seized, and they have been secured ; four bodies 
have been taken up under the temple near the Bowloe at 
Alurnpore before the Officers of the Rajah of Jypore, and 
a part of the inquest is enclosed. 

Report .—The exhumation of the bodies of Akbur Khan 
Subahdar, and three of his companions at Alurnpore under 
a temple. The day 14th June 1833, Nurkoolal Moonshee, 
I tnunisook Ifaviidar, with a party of Sepahees, came to 
the place. Munnoo Khan Subahdar, of the .Regiment of 
Johan Geer Khan Kuptan, Meet Sbumaliere, Akrain 
Khan, Musisub Khan, Gnnesha Ram, Hqrcara, Kirpa 
Ram Puts!, ot'Alumpore, all residents of Naya Sheher and 
Alurnpore, attended. One thousand cubits from the wails 
of the village to the South, the ground was dug up at the 
place the approvers pointed out, in a grove of custard- 
apple trees, and four skulls, with the entire skeletons of 
four persons, found; all the people present saw them, and 
the Anill called Jewo* “ «“*h, of Naya Sheher, 
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Munnoo Khan Jemadar, and others, to see the skeletons. 
Grave three and half cubits long, one cubit and a span 

wide, two cubits and two finders deep. 

Signed by all the above persons. 

Kirpa Ham Putel, of Alumpore, 14th June, deposes 
that he never before heard of the murder, but that he has 
now .seen the bodies of lour murdered persons taken up. - 

(True Translation,) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

PL A. A. G. G. 

Urzee of Sheikh Imam Alee, Cotwal, of Furruckbad, to 
the Magistrate, 2d June 1833. 

Ashore Khan, the son, and Enaent Khan, the brother of 
Ashruf Khan Subabdar, who reside in the oticet of 
jSTahas, having been summoned eamfe, and Enaent stated 
that about thirteen years ago his brother Ashruf Khan, 
father of Ashore Khan, wrote to them to say that he 
was about to come home, and they waited a long 
time expecting him ; at last they sent Sheikh Rujjoo 
of ]y 0 khas, to Akberabad to a Hukoem, whose name 
I a friend of Ashruf Khan, supposing that as he 

had had a stroke, he might have remained 

with him for his advice, *v>nnd that he had not been 

seen there; and sent Hussein Khan to Neemuch to 
search for him, and engaged to pay him seven rupees for 
the journey. He returned, and from him, and Sheikh 
Kbyratee and Jawahir Alie.Khan, Subahdars, we learned 
that Ashruf Khan had bad a paralytic stroke, and en¬ 
gaged five Palkee bearers of Bareilly, and with Islam, 
a boy, and a pony, on - 1 ' •* Ms things were laden, left 


. 
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Neemnch on Lis return Lome. Other persons accompanied 
lam from Neetnuch, but soon again left bim on the road. 
He was traced so far as Indergur, which is three cose 
from Lakheree, but from that place no trace of him, the 
boy, the five bearers or pony could be found. We there¬ 
fore concluded that they must have been killed by Thugs 
or banditti. We could never learn what property he 
had taken with him from Neemach. 

(True Translation,) 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

pi 4. a. a. a, 

APPENDIX O. 


lilST OF THUU FAMILIES, WHO PAID THE TAX ON THUGS 
TO THE GWALIOR STATE. 


To CAPTAIN SLEEMAN, 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward the Depos^ 0 ” 
of Suntoke Rae, son of Laljoo Kachwaha * luakoor, 
Zutneendar ofSiudonse, with U - tutest list of the Thugs, 
who were registered as liable to the usual tax of twenty- 
four rupees eight anas, A. D. 1797. 

I have written by the side ef a few of the names, the 
circumstances in which their posterity are at present. 

From the great number of Sindouse Thngs at Saugor, 
you will be able to learn the circumstauces of the descen¬ 
dants of the greatest par f " ' - 




When you have filled it up, I trust yon will do me the 
favor to return me a copy so completed. 

(Signed) J. C. WILSON. 

Etawah, 1 9th August, 1834. 


Deposition of Suntoke Rae, son of Laljoo Kuchwnha, 

Thatur, Zumeendar of Sindouse, Thanah Sindouse, 

Zill ah Etawah. taken, before me this 2ilh day of 

August, 1834. 

I am about fit) years of age, and am the- son of that 
Laljoo, who was confined for life in the Barreilly jail, 
for having been an accomplice in the murder of Lieute¬ 
nant Mansell near Murnae, in the year A. D. 1812, when 
Mr. Halhed came dowu W.» Agra to arrest the Thugs. 
1 have been asked to give a list of Thugs who paid 
tribute to the Gwalior State, and I have accordingly 
brought the latest list with me. It is dated Aghun Sum- 
but 1854, November A'. D. 1797. Sheikh Mohumud 
Jumma, who was styled Colonel, ■moo under the 

Gwalior State of the Purgunnahs in which the Thugs 
resided, viz. Pureebar, twelve villages, and Sursaudhur, 
fifty-two villages at that time, and he sent for my father 
Laljoo, and between them this list was made out. Each 
of the three hundred and eighteen houses were taxed at 
St. Rs. twenty-four and eight annas, and the agreement 
was to last three years. My father collected the tribute, 
which amounted yearly to St. Rs. seven thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-one, and after the collections he was 
allowed to deduct one hundred rupees for himself, and 
fifty rupees for the two Putwaries, the remaining seven 
thousand six hundred and forty-one rupees he forwarded 
to the Aumil’s trea«~~ % ver the Thugs returned 




from an expedition, my father used to receive a present 
of one rupee from every house. The Siadouse Thugs 
were in the habit of making very long expeditions. 
They never returned in less than six months ; and if 
they were unsuccessful, iliey sometimes remained absent 
two years, and on this account my father did not make a 
very large sum by the presents, The list I have now 
brought is the latest made. It is dated A glum Suoibut 
1854, (November 1797), Colonel Mahumud Juruttia was 
dismissed from the Aumilship Siunbut 1857, (A. IK 
1800), and owing to the confusion which existed in the 
Gwalior State, the Rajah of Bampoora seized upon the 
Purgunnah Pureehar, and stripped the Zumeendars and 
the Thugs of their property. The Thugs fled to the Pur- 
gannali Sursaee, in which half of the Thugs formerly 
resided, and which was under the Gwalior Govern¬ 
ment, and the Zumeendars went to complain to the 
Collectors of Mynporee and Agra. Matters stood in 
this way till Sumbut 1804, (A. D. 1807), when a Tuhsildar, 
Lala Sunkerlal, was sent from A gra to Sindou&e-, and the 
Purgnnnati T>«ir«nliar wn« attached in the British domi¬ 
nions. The Purgunnah of Sursaee, in which half the 
Thugs always resided, and to which the other half (who 
had resided from time immemorial in Purgunnah Pu¬ 
reehar) had fled on account of the oppression of the 
Rampoora Rajah, in Sumhut 1857, (A. D. 1800) still 
remaining under the Gwalior Government. The greater 
number of the Pureehar Thugs then returned to their 
villages, and every thing went on comfortably for the 
next five years, when Mr. Halbed, who was Deputy 
Superintendent of Police, came to arrest the Thugs in 
December 1812. Into whosever hands the Pur gun- # 
nabs of Pureehar and Sursaee have fallen, viz. Nuwab 
Vizier, the Rana of ** ’ - Rohilla Chieftains, 
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the Bhudoreea Rajah, the Rajah of Rhurtpore, and the 
Gwalior State, from time immemorial has a tax of 
24-8 on every house inhabited by the Thug's, been levied 
and paid to the respective annuls. 


Number of Thug families ammonhf called Sindous 
Thugs, who were taxed (Surnbui 1854 A, I), 179? ) 
by the Gwalior State. 


Sindous,.88 

rhoorapoora, ...... 11 

Chonrehla, ........ 2 

Eiudowa,......12 

Khorun, ... 

Beroree, ... .. 9 

Bitholee, .. 1 

Sokntpoora, ........ 

Kureeawaiee,.28 

Bonsaree, .. 2 

Gurheea Kalee Soor, 8 

Sursaee,.. 17 

Paureree, .• 20 

M urnae, ...102 

Tebngoor, ......... 1 

Jttkbmolee,. 2 

Kunawur, . 4 

Bujhae, . 3 

Kote, . 7 

Oojah, .. 1 




Villages—Sindouseheld hr 
a- aecar ■ Rajpoot 
Zumeendars. 


These are Sursaee village 
held by the Xuchwaba 
Rajpoot Zumeendars. 


Total,.... 318 
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In each of these three hundred and eighteen bouses 
we may allow an average of three men capable of going 
on Thuggee. Thus the Siudouse Thugs may be fairly esti¬ 
mated at nine hundred and fifty-four, particularly as the 
tax was levied on the houses and not on the persons. 

(Signed) 3 . C. WILSON. 

The lists received were those rendered by Laljoo end 
other Zunieendars to the Trails as the true Thug rent 
rolls - but fhev did not con.ain all the Thug families from 
whom the tax was levied. The Zumeenciais often col¬ 
lected from several independent members ol one gront 
family who bad separated, while they inserted in the rent 
rolls only the reputed head of the whole. The heads 
families who paid the tax were therefore more than three 
hundred anu \\ be seen by the following 

lists, which contain one hundred and twenty-two families 
more than are named in the lists of Snntoke Rae, forward¬ 
ed by Mr. Wilson, and are very complete and correct 
I nel'eve. 

W. H. SLEEMAN. 


S ’" 7 ■ -> 






the heads of the Thug Families iclto occupied the Villages of the 
and Sursae, in the Delta of the Sind and Rooaree Rivers, and 

as they enter the Jumna. 


tiLo Purgunas of Sindouse 
near their confluence 



Names, 


Birth . 


CqM, 


Residence « 


Hirolee, Jemadar, Sou ®f Chinaoo,., Brahmin Pande 3 

2 Ghnmiam Jema¬ 
dar, «♦ Ditto, 

S Pnrjtia Jet adar, Dtto, 


Remarks by Captain SIceman, Nov, ) 835 , 


Sa the d vision of 
laljecs in the 
lown of Sin- 


^ ouse =. Died at Borhanpore on a Thug expedi¬ 

tion : had no sons. 

Ditto, «,,.»»»•• Died at home : had two sons, Gopee and 
Bhimlae, both died withoat issue. 

Ditto; #«#•••*••» Died at home, had £ve sons—1st, Malia- 
sook, died at home, and his son, Mongol, 


transported from Saugor 1S32 j 2d, Kinbur, 
executed at Muthura by Sindheea j 3d, 
Kothee alias Suntokerae, died without issue 5 
4th, Hurchund, died without issue ; 5th, 
/ Nutigoo, died without issue. 


DittO, 4 iitt* r « 

Ditto, 





% 
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iiwtST/fr 


B‘th. J Cast. 

i Puncbum Jemadar, Son *' Heera, ,... Brahmin, Pu- 

choree, *«««»• 


Gob n! Jemadar,. . Lohar. 


$ Himnmt Jemadar, Son of Kisbendas, Brahmin, ,,,» 


7 Madhoo Jemadar, 

Pandewur, •, Son of Zore,,,, *,, Brahmin, ,.«* 



Nm. 


Name#* 




Reside&e. 


Remarks by Captain Slceman^ Nm). 183b. 


In the division of 
I^ees in the 
T^wa of* Sin- 

douse Died at home: had ftre sons—Hutelee, 

hung at Saugor IS33 ; ChitMee, transported 
1833; Gomaoee, transported 1834, Dcrugna, 
hung 1830 ; Kobman, died at home. 

Ditto, ,•»*•••••* Died at home : had four $cn»s—Dorgba, 
died atKotah on a Thug expedition, Batjoo, 
died at Gwalior ; Gunooa, died in the Doc- 
kun sti a Thug expedition ; Birgban, died on 
a Thug expedition. 

Ditto, Died at home: had three soos—Ajubte, 

bung at Saugo? i832 ; Nungooa, died at 
home: Budae,bung atSaugor 1S32. 

nut* . DiedonaTbug expedition: bad two :«>,»- 

Dltb> . Kaerut, died at borne ; Madhoo. died on 4 

1 bug expedition, left one son J JJbummpaui, 
died in the Jubulpore Ja.il. 


95T 


















§ Kottua Jemadar, 

Dandewur, ., Soa of Mandhata*<, Ditto,.,, * 


9 Bikhbhau Jemadar, Son of Doorga,,. Ditto, ...... 

Tuhngoria, 


Newazee, ***•+. Brahmin, *..« 

Kunojea, . * 


Ditto, 


Ditto, «v • 


Ditto, 


Died at home : had iwosens— -Tania, who 
died at home; Jyehund, adopted, died in *he 
SaugorJail, and left a sod, Jowahir, now m 
the Saugor JaiL 

Died at home: had one son, Esure Jema¬ 
dar, who is still at large on Thuggee, offer of 
two hundred rupees for bis apprehension. 

Died at home : had four sons—Munsooh, 
who died at home and left a son 5 Muodhata, 
hung at Saus^r 1833 > Punchum, died at 
home, leaving six sons; Ciiunderfehan, died 
on a Thug expedition 5 Pukholee, hung at 
Saugor 5 Jowahir, died at home ; Odeebhan, 
hung in Khandeish 1830 ; Mcollooa, died at 
home; Sixth died at home ; Jeswand, 3d 
son, died on a Thug expedition, leaving four 
sons ' 9 Deokee, dead ; Nowol, dead ; Bukut, 
dead ; Surawun, at large, on Thuggee, offer 
of two hundred rupees for him ; 4th sou, 
Subicok, died on a Thug expedition. 






HMSTf/y. 



\% Odeyt Jemadar,*. w Bhowaaee,,, Brahmin,,«. m> 

Parasior,... • 


Ogursa Jemadar,,, .Ditto, 


Laljoo Kusbatee r , 
Jemadar,.... * ♦ 


„ Soerg Mull., Brahnoin, .». 

Kusbatee, 


15 Kiioman,........ ,> SoorgMull,,, Ditto, 

16 Jowahir,• »•**»•« • » Omed, ...... Ditto, 


Town of Sin- 
douse, 


Died at home. 


Ditto, .......... Died at home; had three sons—Siwbhole 

died at home * Godhee, released as he had 
become deranged; Motion, died at home. 
...... Died at home: had three sons—Cbutter, 

dead 3 Omrow, transported 1S33, Meherbao, 
transported 1833. 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


CO 


. Died at home : had two sods —Cheytwar, 

transported 1832 3 Jowahir, died in the 
Saugor Jaib 

IIMCI Hung at Saugor.. 

Ditto, ««• • . Died a * home: had one son, who died in the 

Saugor Jail, and one adopted, died in a Thug 
expedition. 




























MINIS 



IB Bukhut,.• Ditto, ...... Ditto, 


Kekuree Jemadar, 

SonofBhow Sing.. 

Ditto, ........ 

Niddhee Jemadar, 

SonofBhow Sing.. 

Brahmin, Morea. 



% 



Pirthc*'-, «... 1 








* uau ...... ............ 

Tehngoria, 


Ditto, 

Ditto, .. 

Ditto, .......... 

Laljee ka puttee, 
Sindouse,...... 

Ditto, 

Ditto, .......... 


Died at home: had three sons—-Pershaud, 
di#d at home : be left one son not appre¬ 
hended yet 5 bis 2 d son Jitwar, transported; 
3d son Murjad, is in prison at Jubulpore as 
an approver— 4 ie has a son also an approver 
at Jubulpore, by nameSaejoo. 

Died at home. 

Died at home had a son,Mongol, who 
died at home. 

His adopted son, who lied in the Saugor 
Jail 1834 3 Mundram strangled Middhee to 
get his wife, with whom h« had been crimi¬ 
nally connected. 

Died at home. 

Died at home: left three sons—1st, Bhuk- 
hut, died in the Jubulpore Jail j Kongooa, 
became deranged, where he is no one knows $ 
Gobra, died at home. 



691 
















Nos. 

* - 


Names, 


Birth. 


Cast. 


Residence. 


Remarks by Captain Sleemaa , Nov. 1835. 


^3 Kbytoo Jemadar, Son of Dowlui, •• Mosul man, •*** 


Laljee ka Puttee, 

Sindouse* Died at home 


24 LaljooJemadar,., Son of Goolal,., ,, Ditto, . . Ditto, 


£5 Bureear, ........ Sou of Dal too,. .,, Ditto, Ditto, 


left four sons—1st, Punga, 
died in the Saugor Jail 1834, had &ie son j 
Poorun, died in the Jubulpore Jail 1835 j 
2d son of Khyroo ; Khurgoo, died at Iiome ; 
3d, Doorgah alias Dulele, an approver at 
Jubuipore, has two sons, Dheouda, young— 
at home ; Emam Khan, died at homes three 
adopted sons - Rahmar, approver at Jnbu»- 
pore 5 Poorun, bung at Ptmeba, de¬ 

voured by a Tiger ; 4th, son of Khyroo 
Xoh man, approver, at Hydrabad, his son 
Hoshun Khan, a j»ri*oner in the Jubulpore 
Jail. 

Died at home: left oneson—»Burear, died at 
home, had three sons ; Peerbuksh, trans¬ 
ported.; Burma* hung at Jovvra 1829 j and 
Pun£&. hung at Jubulpore in 1835. 

]>ead. 


<SL 


100 






















27 Dhowkut Jemadar Son of Zaree, ...» Mosul man, 

Shoot, 


Mosul man, 
Kaea, . 


29 Bahadoor, .. Son of Bhifcka, .. Ditto, . 

30 M.Vholee Jeraa- 

# jar,.. Son of Akil, . Mosulman, .... 

Bursote, ..«• 




Died at home: had two sons— 1st, Bhudae 
Jemadar, a prisoner in the Jubulpore Jail, 
who has four sons—1st son Bhowanee, an 
approver at Jubulpore: 2d, Burra a prisoner 
iu the Jubulpoor Jail—3d, Einamee, at 
large y 4 th, Bhoodhoo, young, at home. 

Died at home : leaving two sons—the 1st, 
Mooilooa, died at home; 2d, Noor Khan 
Jemadar, hung at Jubulpore 1835. 

Died at home : bad four sons—1st son 
Bhooka, died at home, leaving two sons 
Bahadoor Jemadar died in the Hutta Jail; 
2 d, Saiabut killed on an expedition ; 2d 
son of Faziij Sookha died at home 3 3 d, 
Madaree dead : left one son Peerbuksh, at 
large ; 4 th, Kheer Khan died at home, leav¬ 
ing one son, Puharce, dead. 

Died in the Hutta Jail * had one son, 
DbumoUa, apprehended and released. 

Died at home; had one son, Mahomed 
Buksh, an approver, at Jubulpore. 

















miSTffy 



Ajub Jemadar, 

Son of Akil,,., .,, 

Moaulman, Bur- 
sote, * . . 

Laljee ka Puttee, 
Sindouse,.. . . ** 

Died at home : had four sons—1st, Sunum 
died at home, leaving two sons, Bhikka ai!ai» 
Hussun Khan Jemadar, Nakesah alias Man 
Khan, both at large in Jondpore 5 2d son of 
Ajub Omeid executed at Agar 5 3d s° n 
Mirza died at home, leaving one son; Koh- 
man apprehended and released ; dth son 
Huzooree dead, left one sou, Mootlooa, who 
died at Jhalone. 

Rukeem Khan. , . 

Son of Bujja, ,«. a 

Ditto, . . 

Ditto,.. * 

Dead: had two sons, first was Pauo Kuan 
transported ; Maun Kha^ at large. 

Muhboob Jemadar 

Son of Akil,.,. *, . 

Ditto, .,. * ,,, * 

Ditto,. . 

Died at home : had two sons— the first was 
Durgha dead, left three sons: Mittoodied at 
Jafferabad; Fattooa died at home ; Islam 
transported from Saugor ; 2d son Chanda, 
died at home. 





















34 Dhunn Khan* Je¬ 
madar,, Son of Joogga,., Mosulmau, Bur- 

sole 


Muuoo, Jpmadar, 


Mosulmaui, - 


o IMoora, 


Ditto, Kala, . 


Son of Roshun 
Khan, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


37 Bahim Khan, > * • • 


Ditto, Bursote, Ditto, 


% 
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Hung at Saugor: had seven sons— 1 st, 
Dulele, an approver, in the Jubulpore Jail; 
2d, Bossarha, hung at Saugor ; 3 d, Shitaub, 
at large; 41h, Munnooa, hung at Saugor 5 
5tb, Emamee, transported from Saugor; 
6 th, Gomanee, died at home 5 7 th,Omeid, 
died without issue. 

Dead: had four sons—1st, Becha, dead; 
2 d, Zaiima, dead ; 3d, Madaree, died in the 
Saugor Jail, without issue; 4th, Soojjah, 
died at home. 

Dead ? had two sons—1st, Muttooroo, died 
without issue ; 2d,Chota, died leaving three 
sons; 1st, Peerbuksh, transported from Sau¬ 
gor; 2d, doom an a, died without issue; 3d, 
Madaree, at large, employ of souse one 
towards the Dukhun. 

Died in the Jubulpore Jail: had three 
sons— 1st, Bhoora; 2d, Khodabuksh; 3d, 
Birahim, all three at large. 














3s Nevrazee Agoreea, . Masulman,.... Lalijs ka Puttee, 


ie 5indou$e, *, 


Arnan Goorjee, .. Adopted of Lai- 

mun,. Ditto,. Ditto, 

Dalmwn, Jemadar, .. Ditto,,. Ditto, 


41 Jey Sing,. Brother of Lal- 

muti, Mosulnaaa, ».** Ditto, 


Remarks by Captain £Ueman, Nov. 183i>. 


Died at home : bad four sons—1st, 
moollee, died at home ‘ y 2d, Bhugwan, dead 5 
3d, Gazer, died, leaving two sons j l*t> Ghus- 
sooa, dead: 2 d, Buhadoora, at large %. 4th, son 
of Newazee 5 Bukhut died without issue. 

Dead : had three sons—1st, Muchla, at 
large ; 2d, MosalRra, hung at Gwalior ; 3d, 
Bukhta, transported from Saugor. 

Shot at Juhulpore in attempting to break 
prison, had two sons—1st, Bhowun, dead, 
left two sons—Budlco, transported ; Mun- 
gulieea, dead; 2d of Laloian died without 
issue. 

Dead had two sons— 1 st, Moolloo, who 
was transported from Saugor; 2d, Durroo, 
died at home, leaving one son; Deena, hung 
at Saugor. 

























MINI St-Qy 



4*2 Sunker, 


3 Jumaciitj, 


Gurbooa,** •». • • • .*.** 

45 Kunhotee, . Son of Ramkisheo, 

Mosulfflan, .. * * 


46 Bhujjoo, alias 

Katm Khan, . * Ditto* 


Mosul man,Poosv 
bia 5 


Mosulman, 
Delhiwal,.. *• 


Lobur, 

M osul man.Poor- 

bift, , M , 


Ditto, 


Dead : bad fire sons—tst,Sookhoo, dead \ 
2d, Bhugwau, dead ; 3d, Puttoo, dead ; 4th, 
Hussunnoo, dead: 6tb, name not known, said 
to be dead, leaving two sons —Ist, jVIullooa, 
in prison at Mynpooree; 2d, Chota, died in 
the Jail. 

Dead ; left four sons—14, Lullooa, at 
large* 2d, Bahadoor, executed at Umur; 
3d, Gbupoo, hung at Gwalior; 4tb, 
Gbolab Khan, bung at Saugor. 

Dead : had one son—Nuad Lall, dead, 
left fire sons; Hullooa, Juddola, Guaesba, 
Zalim, Uman, all five brothers, at large. 

Dead : left four sons—eldest son hung at 
Joura, name not known; 2d, Roshun, at 
large ; 3d, Snbhanee, transported from Sau¬ 
gor ; 4th, Bchaira, at large. 

Dead: bad five sons-—1st, Jubura, died 
in prison at Jubulpore; 2d, Kaussim at 
large; 3d, Noora, died in prison at Jubul- 
pore; 4th, Buksba, hung at Joura; 5th, 
Ghazee, in prison at Jubulpore. 
















MWtsr,? 



Names. 

Birth , 

Cast. 

Residence. 

Remarks by Captain Sleeman , Ncv. 1B35. 

Buildup, ...... 

Son of Ranakisben, 

Mosul man, 

Laljee ka Puttee, 



Mosul man, ,»<• 

Poorbia, ...» 

in Siodouse, • • 

Died at home: had one son—'Huttea, alias 

Buhadur 2d, alias 
Buhra, *,..«.** 


Ditto . * * i * 

Ditto, .. 

Futteb Khan, who was hang at Jubulporc 

Dead : left three sons—1st, Kuddroo, who 


- T » TtTr , 



died at home; Daem, hung in the Gwalior 
district, leaving four sons—1st, Bbdoolla, 
hung at Saugor; 2d, Mhengoo, transported 
from Saugor; 3d, Hossein, still at large; 
4th, Mohmudceea, who was strangled by 
Ghassee Subaidar; 3d, of Buhadoor, died 
at borne. 


■9 Madaree Dliadee, Mosulman,Dha^ 

dee, Ditto, .» Died at borne : be bad a son by n*nie 

Ghureeba, hung at Saugor. 

50 Kisheti, .. Brahmin....... Ditto, . Dead: had four sons— 1 st, Bhowanee Per- 

saud, died, leaving two sons; 1st, linger, 
reea, dead; 2d, Poonnooa, still at <arge; 
2d son of Kishen Doorgha, died at home ; 
3d, Dabee, dead; 4th, Lughran, dead. 



O 

CS> 
























• WNtSr/ty. 



Bhowanee Persaud, Son of Kishen, ,. 

Kinher,... Adopted of Door- 

gab Tehngorda 
Brahmin, . 


Ditto- 


Raj poot, Dha- 
kur, 


53 Hurhor,. Ditto, Ditto, 


Been, 


Mosul man, Mu- 
neehar,. 


Zorawun, .••••••• Mosul mam.... 


56 



Ditto, Mu neehar, 

57 



Ditto, Muneehar, 

58 



Gureria, ...... 

59 

Ghunseeam, .... 

Brother of Jhurra, 

Ditto,. 

60 


Son of Buljoo,.... 

Brahmin, Kus- 


batee, 


Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 


Dead. 


Died at home: left two sons—1st, Bbug. 
wan,died at home; 2d, Bukhut, transported 
from Saugor. 

Dead : he had a son, Runjeet, who is also 
dead. 

Dead: lie had one son ; Punchee dead, left 
three sons—1st, Nunjooa; 2d, Heera, both 
still at large ; 3d, Munsook, in prison at 
Jubulpore. 

Died at home : bad three sons—1st, Guo- 
esh, died in Saugor Jail: 2d, transported 
from Saugor; 3d, died in the Saugor Jail. 

Dead : he had one son—Jowabir, arrest¬ 
ed and escaped from the Jubulpore Jail. 

Dead : he had two sons—Heera and Buha- 
doora, both still at large. 

Died without issue. 

Died without issue. 


Hung at Saugor. 
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Nos. 


Names. 


Birth . 


Cast. 


f>! Gubaoa, SonofMutcha, .. Mosutman, Ku- 

thur,...... 

62 Butch*, . SonofPaita, .... Ditto,. 

63 Kishnaee, ...... .... Brahmin, Xus- 

batee, ..... 


Rae Sing Jemadar, Son of Ruttui? 

Abeer, ........ Ditto, 


Ghunsiam, ...... Adopted of Ruttun 

v Aheer, ........ Aheer,, 


66 Rhikka Jemadar, Son of Sub Kurun, Ditto, 


67 Bhowun, ........ Son of Ahim, .... Mosnlmars,*..« 

6$ Dowiut, ........ .... Gureria, ...... 




Residence. 


Remarks by Captain SIeeman 3 Nov. 1835 , 


Laljee ka Puttee, 

in Sindouse, .. .Dead. 

Ditto, .......... Dead. 

Ditto, Dead: bad one son— Mahadeo, now an 

approver at Jubufpore. 

Ditto* .......... Dead: bad one son—Chiddhee, transport¬ 

ed from Saugor. 

Ditto, *••*.'•••* Killed on an expedition: had two sons— 
1st, SookiaH, hung at Jhoura; 2d, name 
forgotten, transported from Jubulpore. 

Ditto, •••*»•«»«> Dead : had. two sons—1st, Doorjun, hung 
at Jhoura j 2d, Soorjnn, Jemadar of Thugs, 
still at large, offer of two hundred rupees 
for his apprehension. 

Ditto, i.immo. Dead: he had one son—Pitta, alias P«- 
rumsookh, still at large. 

Ditto, mmmmm Died without issue. 


<SL 


HHi 


89 r 



































• m<sr#y > 



Suburjeetj 


Son of Baikisheii, 


Koomar, 


Bhubpootee, alias 
Pitholee, ...... 


Adopted of Munee, 


Rajpoot, 


Brahmio, Kns- 
batee. ...... 


Ditto, ., 
Rajpoot, 


Aheer, 


uuinia, 


7i AmnU 


Brahmin Khur- 

geeiiy ...... 

ahmin, .... 
Tiia Poor- 


Sou 





Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, , 
Ditto, 

Ditto, , 

Ditto, . 
Dit o, . 

Ditto* , 


Ded, saving three sons—Uchroo 
tun| at Sai.fijor; 2d, Gunesh, died at home 5 
3 d. Cirdharee, released from Saugor. 

Died, leading three sons—1st, Ooddey 
Sog, transported from Saugor, id, Bur- 
2am, is at home not a Thug; 3d, Nothee, 
died at home w ithout issue. 

Died, leaving two sous—1st, Kurhora and 
Rambuksh, both killed by Thugs in the 
Duckun, for sins against the craft. 

Died at home without issue. 

Ditto, ditto. 

Died at home : leaving three sons— 1 st, 
Bhagwan; 2nd, Heera, and 3 rd, Soorjun 
Jemadar, all three died at home. 

Ded at home without issue. 

Dito ditto. 

Deal : lett one ?;on; Moolioo, dead: had 
a son, Laljoo, also dead. 





















SO ftodbua Jemadar, Son of Himmut,.,* 



Ditto, 


«••••* 


| Residence. 

Rem eks by Capiain Sleeman, Nov. 1836* 

Laljoo ka Puttee, 
in Siadouse,.. ♦. 

Dead: had two sous—1st, Muddee Khan, 
lied at Sargooja, Thug expedition*, 2d, 
Peerkhan, w 10 was transported fromSaugor, 

Ch utter and Sob 
blit’s Puttee, Sin- 
douse,.. 

Dead: h id two sons—1st, Bukshee Jema¬ 
dar, died in th * S&uger Jail, head sent to 
England; 2d, Sedhoo, died at home} 
Bukshee Jemadar had five sons — 1st* I>oUa ? 
transported from Saugor*, 2d, Kuddarooa, 
kilied oa an expedition at Gwalior $ 3d, 
Khuleel* died at Chutierpore, Jahanee and 
sowfdnr, both approved, at Jubulpore, 

Ditto, »§«♦**»»*♦ 

Hmg at Saugor : had three sons—1st, 
Slto.thafa, hung at Gwalior, had a »oa 
Ivbiieel, hung at Saugor ; 2d, son of Rosun, 
kiledon an expedition j 3d, hung at Saugor, 




















81 Nufhoa, 


Son of Sanyut, 


Son of A2inna< 


S3 Asilat 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto Barsote,. * 



Dead; iad fire sons~Isi, Hiramut dead ; 
left two ;oos Kosbnn, bung at Saugor, 
Moosthafa, long at Gwalior j 2 d, of Nuthoo 
^Soorab dead had two sons—Azim and Joa* 
muo, both d<ad • Aziin had three sons, 
Mecrkhan, an approver at Jnbulpore, the 
otber two kllooa and Madaree, still at 
large 5 3 d, son <f Nutoo Dowlut, dead : had 
two sons, one 'dcmhya deaa other 

Chand Khan, at Urge; 4th, son ot jlv ^ 100 
Shakir Kb an, died leaving two sons, Markoo 
and Joouoo 3 botl dead; 5 th, son of Nuthoo 
Peera, dead: haffive sons; 1st, Juraul, died 
in the Saugor Jul; 2 d, Doorgba, killed on 
an expedition; 3d, Keam, dead ; 4th, Dur- 
ranb, hung at Saugor, 5th, Chotey, aa 
approver. 

Dead : had tiree ‘ons—1st, TJman, died 
at home 5 2 d, Runjet, was killed by the 
Zemindars in ZiliahBanda; 3d, Sahoo, de¬ 
voured by wolves. 

Dead ; left two >ns—Bheekun Khan ap¬ 
prover, and Uiial Buksa, a prisoner in the 
Saugor Jail, 







** X>tarum Khan Je¬ 
madar, Son of Jural, Ditto Bhyns, 

Jhara, Son of Lokmun,., Ditto, 


87 Kbandee Jemadar, 

agedS4, Son of Chumput, Brahmin. 



Residence 


Remarks by Capim Sleemm j, Nov. 1835. 


Chatter and Sob- 
bur s Puttee, Sin- 

douse, Died : leaving one son— Ruheem Khan. 

who bad left bar sens, three adopted sons 
and one son; 1st, Kadir Khan, approver, 
at Jobulpore; 5d, Bhikka ; 3d, Imamee; 
the 4th, his mme not known, all three at 
large. 


Ditto, 

Ditto, 


pied at Sehor e : left one adopted son 
and two sons—U, Rumzanee, appre^ 3 
2d, Damgbna $ id, Pooanoo. ^ j44i iU 

Died at home left t^ € sons—1st, name 
not known, hug at Gwalior 3 2d, Moolioo, 
transported frm Saugor; 3d, Nadu, has 
turned a Fuktft. 


Approver has three sons— 1st, Gohra, 
died without issuer 2d s Bukhut Mooreca 
Jemadar, it la>ge 3 3d, Motnleea, tr&nspoih* 
ed from Siugor. 


M 
























\noia i 


Rajpoot, 



SB 


Rmojoo, 


Adopted of Cham¬ 

pa^ . 




89 Talib, 

90 Wans, ... ....... 

91 Khimmun. ...... Son of M uogulo,.. 


92 Ghassee Subadar, Soa of Suburjcet, 


Mosulman, .... 

Ditto Bhyns, .. 

Mosolman Bur- 
sote,........ 

Rajpoot, .. 


Ditto, 


Ditto, .......... 

Ditto, .......... 

Chutter and Sob- 
but’s Division in 
Sitidouse,...... 

Tijgun and Chun- 
dun’s Division, 
Sindouse,...... 


Dead: left four sons—1st, name not 
known, killed at Umber on an expedition; 
2 d, Moollooa, hung at Gwalior 3 3d, Huns- 
raj, killed in the Duekun, by Omeedeea 
Jemadar of Thugs 3 4 th, Buddun Sing, ap- 
p rover, died at S augur 1834. 

Died : leaving two sons—Purharree and 
Fyzoo, both at large. 

Dead had one son—Daood, an ap¬ 
prover at Jubulpore. 


Dead: left one son—Bauz Khan, an ap¬ 
prover at Jubulpore, 


Dead: left seven sons, two his own sons, 
and five adopted—his son Du 1 put, an ap¬ 
prover, dead, and Chutter, an approver at 
jubulpore 3 his 1st adopted sod, Ramdeen, 
died at home 3 2 d, R,ama, a Baviluar, in one 
of the Madras corps; 3d, Ulma Chumar, at 
large: 4 th, Chiddhoo, dead, and Moothya, 
a prisoner in the Jail at Jubulpore. 
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Nos. 


Names. 


Birth . 


Cast. 


93 Golauh, ........ Son of Birjee,.... Rajpoot,, 


94 Khuggee, 


Adopted of Chut- 
tee Sing,.. Ditto, 


95 Sobha,. 


Ditto of Khuggee 

Rajpoot,...... Sonar, 


$6 Bukhot, 


Son of Rae Sing,.. Lodhee, 


Residence. 


%L 

Remarks by Captain Sleemm f Nov. 1835. 


Tijgua and Chun- 
duu's Division, 

Siadouse,...... Died without issue. 

Ditto, Died, laying one son Kisshendoss, who 

is also dead. \ 

Ditt0> . .. Dead: had five sons-1st, Dbunnab, left 

five sons; Isl> Bhoora, died at jubulpore; 

2d, Munohur, an approver at Jubulpore; 

3d, Pultoo, hung at Jubulpore; 4th, Huv 
Sing Rae, in prison at Jubuipore ; 5th, Man- 
dhata, Saugor Jail, imprisoned tor life ; 2d, 
son of Sobha Bussuntha, arrested and sent 
to Hydrabad; 3d, Hirdee, dead ; 4th, Khu- 
mooie, died in the Jubulpore Jail; 5th, 
v Maha Sing, died at home. 

Ditto,. Sukhoi, in the Bareilly Jail, imprisoned 

for life. 
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91 

98 

99 
100 

101 

102 


Mungtil, 

Son of Kuree,. •.. 

Mosul man 


X>itto, .,.. 



Son of Musta,* 


Bukhtoura, ., * < 

,, Adopted of Mu- 


nyut, . 


Dal Khaa, .... 

Son of Bankee, .. 

Ditto, . •. 

BhikUa. 

Son of Bhikhalee, 

Ditto, ... 


103 Kirparee, 


GurerU, 


10& Deendax Jemadar, 


Mosul maa 
Bhyosj 


Lowkee Puttee in 

Sindouse,.. 

Ditto, ,.. • • • 

Ditto,. 

Ditto, 

Ditto,.. 

Ditto, .. 


Ditto, 


Village Rhorun ia 
Smdouse Purgu- 
aah,. 



Died without issue. 

Ditto ditia. 

Ditto dhio. 

Ditto ditto. 

Approver, h* has a son Peerooa, who was 
transported fromSaugor* 

Died at home, lea nog two sons—1st, Jaffir, 
died at home; 2d Puretha, executed at 
Seronge* 

Died at home: had three sawt—lst, Kua- 
hyeaj 2d, Dowlut, both died at ho^e ; 3d, 
Jburrooa, killed at Nagpore, left one^n, -' 

Chid dee a, at large. 


Died at home: left two sons—1st, Du- 
lele Khan Jemadar, died at Gwalior, he 
left one sou, Zolfakar, who was hung at 
Saugor; 2d, adopted soft of Deendar, hung 
at Saugor, 
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107 Lai Khan, SonofPeera, .... 

108 Rumzanee,. Ditto, .. 

109 Noor Khau Jema¬ 

dar, alias Jhur¬ 
ra, alias Khan 

Sahib, ......* c Son of Fazil Khan, 

alias Mujkoo,,. 


Ditto, 

Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 

Ditto, 


Ditto, 


110 Sher Khan, Son of Jahnd Khan, Ditto, . Ditto, 


Died at home without issue. 
Ditto, ditto. 


Died at home leaving one son and four 
adopted sons 5 Ais son’s name was Zotfakary 
hung at Sauger; adopted sons—Bhoora and 
Poladdee, hot* at large* Bhowaoee and 
Gooreya, boti died in the Saugor Jail. 

Died at Aorne: left two sons, one named 
Kesur Khan, died at borne* the other Emam 
Khan, died in the Jail at Saogor. 
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Ill €h otter, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


112 

Bhaider Jemadar, 

Son of Ramzanee, 

Mosul man Bur- 
sole, * ....... 

Ditto, 

113 

Badul Jemadar,.. 

Son of Khittee, ,, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

11* 

Jooned Jemadar, 

Ditto,. 

Ditto, ........ 

'Ditto, 

115 


Son of Ghazee, .. 

Ditto, ........ 

Ditto, 

118 

Mukholee, ..«*•• 

Son of Peera, .»*• 

Mosulman 

Kuehaee,,,*. 

Ditto, 


Died at home: left one son. Asalut, he 
also is dead. 

Dead: left four sons—1st, Paun Klian, 
an approver at Ji&ulpore; 2d, Emarnee, at 
large; Kboda Butsh and Mohkhum, both 
died at home. 

D»ed at home: left one son, Sadul, who 
also died at home. 

Died at home, leaving four sons—1st, 
Alum, executed at Seronge; 2 d, Boodha, 
transported from Saugor; 3d, Suntoo, exe¬ 
cuted at Seronge, and Poonaoo, died ia the 
Saugor Jail. 

Died at home; had no sons. 

Died at home, had five sons—1st, Khodst 
Buksh, hung at Jain a, left two sons, Kho- 
man and Chand K ban, both transported 
from Saugor; 2d of Mukholee, Sahib, alias 
Ematn Buksb Haviidar, imprisoned for life 
in the Jail at Jubulpore ; 3d, Em am Buksh, 
strangled by Thugs at Omrowlee; 4th, 
Joonga, died in the Saugor Jail; 5i.b, Kud- 
dooroo, died on &q expedition at Baitooh 

















MINIS 7^ 



Son of Shnreef, .. Mosulmai!, 

v Kuclmee,,* tt 


Cast. 


118 

119 


Sahoon 2d,., 

Buhadoor, 


Son of Fukeer Ma¬ 
homed, . 

Son of K alee Khan, 


Mosulman 

Bfeyns,.. 

Mosulman 
Bursote, .... 


Residence, 

Remarks bn Captain Skeman } Nov . 1835. 


* • ■ r__ . LJL •; — ‘ " • ** 

Village of Korun 
in SiodousePur- 
gunriah, 

Died at Choorapore: be had four sons— 
1 st, Goraaaec, died at home, leaving two 
sons ; Ameera, at large, the other, in prison, at 
Saugor; 2 d, son of Sahoon was Rujjee Khan, 
died, leaving two sons 5 one Nijabut, the other 
Buhadoor, both at large 5 3 d, son of Sahoon, 
Amnud, died at home ; 4 th, adopted son of 
Salioon, is at large. 

Ditto,. 

An approver, at Jubulpore. 

Ditto, . 

r at home : left two sons— 1 st, Aimun 

khan, died at home, leaving three sons; Asa- 
lut, executed at Jumlpore ; 2 d, Niugoo, died a 
in the Saugor Jai ; Doorgha, transported 
from Saugor; 2d,son of Buhadoor Punga, 
executed at Jubuigore, left one son named 
Saedad Khan, wai an approver, died at 
Jubulpore 
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f 



120 Hinga Jemadar, *, Son of Dindar 

Jemadar,,,,,., 


Mosul man 
Bbyns ? , 


121 Jommun Jemadar, SonofFulta, «..« Ditto, .*.*..* 

122 Emumee,. ....... Adopted of Mirza, Mosul nan, Bur- 

sole, 

123 Mungul, Son of Borabuee, Mosulmn, 

Kuchtee,,,.. 

Mosulmas, Bur- 
sote,.;. 


124 Nszabut Jemadar, Sou of Turra,,... 


Ditto, Died at home : had six sons—1st, 

Inaent an approver, at Jubulpore : Chand 
Khan Jemadar, bung at Saugor: Dulele 
Khan, also hung at Saugor ; 4tb* Dhurm 
Khan, an approver, at Jubulpore , Munnooa 
and Paun Khan, both adopted ‘-ons, now at 
large. 

Ditto, *«.*«,*••• Died at home, leaving t wo sons—1 st, Noor 

Khan, arrested and released 3 2d, Imamee, 
an approver, at Jubulpore, 


Ditto, Died at home: leaving two sous—Kud- 

dooroo and Bussooa, both at large. 

Ditto, Died at home : leaving three sons— 1 st, 


Furzund 3 3 d, Kunhyea ; 3d, Boodba, all 
three still at large. 

Ditto, t.MMini Died at home : leaving two sons—1st, 
Madaree, still at lar»;e 3 2 d, Bhujoo, trans¬ 
ported from Saugoi. 
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125 Saaout alias «... 

Suhtoo, .. Son ofFukeeree,,, Mosulma,.... Village of Horuu 


in Siadouse Pur- 
gunnah, 


136 F eerbufcsfi,...... Son of Wulee,.,,, Mosuliran. 

f Bhyre,Ditto, 


128 Heera,* 


. Son of Choree, Lodbee,. Ditto, 


Dead: left four sons—1st, B&hadeor Khau f 
hung at Jubulpore^ 2d, transported fro*R Ja- 
buipore, his name forgotten ; 3d, JMadaree, 
transported from Saugor \ 4th, ftijabut, still 
at iarge. 


....... Died at ho me: had one son, Emamee, w-ho 

is at large. 

127 Jowaliir, •••.*.«. Soa of Dhokal, ,, BrahminSookul, Ditto, ........ t. Executed at Ugnr, had an adopted son, 

who is an approver with Captain Reynold, 
by name Huree Sing. 


Died at home: left four sons —1st, KilBeean 
Sing, aa approver \ 2d and ad, Eh} n Sah 
and Motee, hung at Saugor 1633 j 4ih, his 
adopted son, Mhengoo, hung kiJubulpore 
183o. 


<8L 
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129 Debun. 


Son of Hubeetee, Ditto, 


130 DallaMune^har 

Jemadar,, Ditto, 


131 Bewun, ..«**••• .. Aheer,*.. 

m Ghazee, . Son of Kumroo 

Odeen,«..* Mosulman,.* • • 


Mosulman, Mu* 
neehar,.. t. «• 


Ditto, 


Died at home : bad three sons—1st* 
Kulleean Fooree, an approver, at Ju bul pore ’ 
2d, Nugooa, transported from Saugor j 3 d, 
Gunesh, at large. 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 

Ditto, 


Died at home: leaving three sons—'1st, 
Dolpul Jemadar, died at home, had no sons ; 
2d, Daljoo Jemadar, died, leaving three 
sons—-1st, Jooggoo j 2d, Sonaea, both kill¬ 
ed at Tehree j 3d, Mnjgoo, died at home 5 
3 d, son of Dulla Pahar Jemadar, died at 
home, left one son, w ho was executed at 
Tebree, name not mentioned. 

Died at home, had no sons. 

Died at home: had five sons—1st, Kheer 
Khan, executed at Jhalone 5 2 d, Nijabut 
Khan ; 3 d, Sirjee Khan 3 4th, Lai Khan, all 
three died at home 3 5th, Bhujoo, transport¬ 
ed from Saugor. 





181 
















kee, •«*.* -Ditto Poorbeca, Village of Horun 

in Sindouse Par- 

gunuah, Died at home ; leaving six sons—1st, 

Biiugwan, transported from Saugor j 2d, 
Mahasook, was killed by a traveller in 
attempting to strangle him ; 3d, Doorgha, 
hung at Saugor ; 4th, Ghubda and Surwara ; 
6th, his name not known : all three irans- 


134 

Dhumma, 

Son of Baz Khan, 

Mosul man, Bur- 
sote,.*.« 

Ditto, 

ported from Jubulpore. 

Died at home : had one son, Iddha, at 

135 

Onaed, 

Sou of Devee,.. «. 

Lodhee, ...... 

Ditto, ... 

large. 

Died at home, without issUQ, 

136 

Esnam Khan, »,,, 

Son of Buhadoor, 

Mosul man, Bur- 
sote,. . ... 


Died at home: had no sons. 

137 

Hindoo, 

Son of Dhumia, ,. 

Lodhee, 

Villages of Sukut- 

*%■* 

: -Y£‘ 



poora in Sind- 
ouse, . 

e 

Died at home: leaving five sons—1st, 
Ur an Khan, who was hanged at Saugor; 


2 d, Bhehaira; 3d Shurr.shaira, both trans¬ 
ported from Saugor Lushkaree and Goiba* 
still at large. 
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138 

Durroo Jemadar,.. 

Son of Anokec, 

Muneehar, Mo- 



alias Goolzar,,. 

sulman, .... 

m 

Goman, alias 




Khooman, .... 


Lodhee, ...... 

140 

Mukholee Jema- 




dar, .......... Son of Anee, ..,. Aheer, 


141 Saadut Khan,... Mosulman,.... 

142 Rujole, Son of Lohurkee, Kolee,.,...... 


143 Hurec Sing,Ditto, .. Ditto, 

114 Suihooa, ........ Adopted of Khul- 


luk Brahmin,.. Lodhee,.. 

145 Bbikureea,...... Son of Bemgalee, Mosul man,.... 

140 Khurga, . .....mm.... Koiee, ......** 


Ditto, 


Died at home : had no sons. 


Ditto, .......... Dead. 

Villages of Bailee, 
ka Gurheea ia 
Sindouse,...... 

Ditto, .......... 

Ditto, .. 


Ditto, 


Dead. 

Dead. 

Dead, 

> 

• ' ' V - 

- V .j... • <•- t." .y..ry 


Ditto, .. 

Ditto, 

Villages of Choo- 
relila, .. 


Died at home : leaving three sons— 1 st, 
Cbunderpaul, an approver $ 2 d and 3 d, 
Kullooa and Dhunnoo, both at large. 

Dead. >— 4 

CD 

Died at Saugor in the Jail, left three C »0 
sons— 1 st, Nunda, hung at Jhoura ; 2 d, 
Moolloo, transported from Jhoura ; 3d, his 
name forgotten, transported from Saugor. 

Died in the Esagurh Jail—1st, Nug- 
gooa, died at home ^ 2 d, Bhoora, impri¬ 
soned for life in the Saugor Jail. 
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Nos. 

Names. 

Birth. 

Cast . 

Residence. 

14 7 

Fariolee Jemadar, 


Brahmin,... * .. 

Viilageof Binduvra 
in Sindouse,.... 




148 

Mahadco Jemadar 

Son of Tola, , *.. 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 
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Died at home: leaving four sons, 1 st, 
Fame Shah, died at home without issue * 
2 d, Mobuu, died at home, leaving two sons ; 
1st Indur, d£ad ; 2 d, son at targe ; 3d, 
Laljoo, dead, left one sou; Bhagwan, 
also dead ; 4th, Puhar, died at home. 

Died at home ; had five jods — 1 st, Door- 
jun, died at home, left three sons; 1 st, Mooi- 
loo, died, leaving three sons; let, Njidhan, 
died at home ; 2 <J, J hurra, died in the Hatta 
Jail > 3d, Mottee, died in the Saugor Jail j 
2 d, son of Doorjun, Pershaud, died at home, 
had two adopted sons ; one Bhowanee, liung 
at Jubulpore ; the other Rambuksb, died at 
home ; 3d, sou of Doorjuo Sheola, died at 
home, 2d, and 3d, sons of Mahadco Kesur- 
ree and Soogbur, died at home, had no sons 5 
4 tu, Knnhye Jemadar, died, had three sous; 
1st, Gunesh, transported from Jubulpore; 
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149 Od nit Hazarcf, •. •...*«. Mosulman,,.. 

160 Sadee, .. ..... Ditto, 

£* 5 ^ ■-■' • •' ' ; v ;' : 0 '^. * . j 


151 Chotee, • ••« MM •Mit|««»'M*«MM Ditto, ••••*«. 

152 Chatter, «•••«»«« Son of Tez, «*,«*• Ditto, «•#»«,, 


Ditto, *••■•«•••« 

d and 3 d, sons of Kunhye Jemadar 
t^otee Jemadar and Sutram, are both 
aprovers at Jubulpore ; 5th, son of Maha- 
de^ Puchole, Jemadar, died at home, left 
twi adopted sons, one named Hama, an 
sppov-r, the other was Tejnaii, hung at 
Saugor. 

Died a home : leaving four sons—1st 
and 2 d sols, *}hug wan and Roopsah, died 
at home; 3d, Khan Mahomed, Jemadar, 
hung at Saugoi • 4th, Burea, executed at 
Dggur, bad a son.Omur Khan, an approver. 

Ditto, IMIMItlt 

Died at home : i a d five sons—1st, Kho- 
man, hung a t Saugor, left one son; Urjoona 
transported from Saugor $ 2d, son of Sadee, 
Poonoo, died in the Saugor Jail; 3d, of 
Sadee Shooree, executed at Uggurh * 4 th 
sod of Sadeej Pudum transported from 
Saugor 5 5th, son MooIIoa, bung at Saugor* 

Ditto, 

Died at home; had no sons. 

Ditto, , IIM , t 

Died at home ; without issue. 
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154 Purumaa, Jey Sing, Ditto, 

155 Prawii Jemadar, 


aiyala,»•«• • * •«••*•*••••■••«• BrfthttUDj 



K&idencc, 
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Yllage of Binduwa 
in Sindouse,.. •« 


Died at home: had one son and three 
adopted—1 st, Hussunnoo, an approver; 
two adopted sons, Donchum and D«lpo*. 
both at large ; 3d, Dhua Sing, died at 
home, leaving two soas, Nuggoo and Bowl- 
boo, both at large. 


Ditto, 


Dead. 


o . Died at hftae : had three sons—1st, 

Ptaree L-.H, died at home, without issue; 
two an adopted son, Heroop, died at home 
leftt»« sons, Khyita dead, Dnrroo died at 
brae, left five sons; Bhukhut and Jowahir, 
aprovers, Kasheram 3d son, hung at 
,'ialna ; 4th son Chunderpaul, transported 
am Saugor; 5*h, Uman, dead; 3d, an 
tdopted son, Saeth&o. died at home, had no 


sons. 
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imtSTffy. 


Kolee, 



1&6 Gopee, 




157 Jhurra, ........ ........*• Koomar, 

1&8 Golee, ...... ...*•*.. Aheer, .. 


159 Juswunt,.* ..— «• Ditio, 


160 Kuseea, ... . Brahmin,.. 

161 Nibai, ......... .. Aheer,...-. 

162 Fukeera,.... Set of Gopee,.... Kuchee, .., 


Ditto, •••••••••• Died at home. Waving four sons— 1 st, 

Hurree, transported from Jhoura 3 2 d, 

Kutnla, also transpoted from Jhoura 3 3d, 
Laljoo, ind 4 th, Mti'hla, both at home, 
they are not Thugs. 

Village of Binda- 

?a inSindouse. Died at home: had three sons— 1 st, Dur- 
reau; 2 d, Busunt Rae; 3d, his name for¬ 
gotten—all three ai large. 

Ditto, .. Died at home, Wfc two sons—1st, Nehal, 

dead, had no sors*, 2 d, Deokee, died at 
home, had foursons; 1st, Dissool, died at 
home 3 2 d, Sohunpaul, died in the Juhulpore 
Jail*, 3d, Siddoo, hung at Jhoura; 4 th, 
Umaun, hung at Dhooreear. 

Ditto,.. Died at home: hac two soos—1st, Door- 

jun, hung at Dooreear; 2 d, Punchum, died 
in the Jubulpore Jai ? , leaving one son, Nug- 
gooa, at large. 

Ditto, .......... Died at home : liad no sons. 

Ditto, .... Dittos ditto. 

Ditto, •••«»..*•• Died at home : had two sons—1st, Mool- 
looa 3 2 d ; Suburjeet, both at large. 
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2 34 Kuiazanee,...... Ditto, 


165 Dhokul, ........ 

1<>6 Bhadul, ........ 


«*♦# »*••«•*••»• 


167 Jauoo,. 


16$ Koopa, 


Ditto, Ditto, 

Lcdhee, ...... Ditto, 

Mosulman,.... Ditto, 

Ditto, ........ DHto, 

Ditto, .. Ditto, 


Durraub Khan, transported from Saugor. 

Died at home : had one son, named Bijae 
Jemadar, who died in \he Saugor Jail, leav¬ 
ing three sons*, lit, Fizam, 2d, Jowahir, 
prisoners in the Jail at Juhulpore ; 3d, 
Gimesha, dead.. 

Died at home: tad no sons. 

Died at home: had three sons—1st, 
hadoor Khan, and 21, name forgotten, both 
died at home; 3d, Paharee, an approver, 
dead. 

Died at home : left three sons, and one 
adopted; 1st, Kurbor^e Jemadar, trans¬ 
ported from Saugor 2d, Mollooa, shot 
himself; 3d, Kisscea died at home; 4th, 
his adopted son, hung at Jubuipore, 
(Madareej. 

Dead. 
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170 Poonooa, ........ . Lodkee, 


170 Poonooa, «.«••••« .... Lodkee, 

171 Bunseea,........ Ditto, . 

172 Fazil, ..... .... Ditto, . 



Ditto, 


Died at home: had two sons—Ist, Kheer 
Khan,executed at Ugur; 2 d, Moollooa, died 
at home, leaving one son, Peerbuksh, not 


arrested. 

Ditto, .. Died at home: left one son, not known 

what is become of him, and name not recol¬ 
lected. 

Ditto, .....v.... Died at home: left two sons, their names 
forgotten, both at large. 

Ditto, .......... Died at home: left four sons—1 st, Iradut 


Khan, died at home, leaving three sons; 
Isi, Ralee Khan, executed at Scrooge 5 2 d, 
Ghol&b Khan, hung at Saugor; 3 d, Bhoo- 
ree Khan, an approver, at Jubulporcj 2 d 
son of Fazil, Ornur Khan, died at home, 
left two sons* one Nijabut, an appro¬ 
ver, the other Bham Khan, died at home 5 
3d ot Fazil Alee Khan, died at home, had 
one son, Siparam, alias Sail! Khan, at 
large; 4th son of Fazil, Kassim, died at 
home* had two sons, KhulecI Khan, and 
Mukoond, both died at home. 
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Residence. 
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173 

Bhoree Khan,. ... 

Son of Kunial 






Khan,... 

Mosulman, .... 

Village of Kurrow- 






lee in Sindouse, 

Died at home: bad two sons—1st, ZoU 






fukar, an approver, at Jubulpore 3 2 d, Mau 






Khan, transported from Saqgor. 

174 

Peer Khan, 

Ditto, ••»•%••••• 

Diffo, 

Ditto, .......... 

Died at home: bad three sons—1st, Sira- 






wan} 2d, Burgwan, both dead 3 3d, Byat 






an approver, at Jubulpore. 

175 

Rutia, . .. 

Diftn, r , m 

Ditto, * 


Died at home, without issue. 

176 

Jumocee, 

Ditto, _ ttl , , 

Di(tn .. r .... t 


Ditto, ditto. 

177 

J hurra, .. 

Ditto,. w 

Ditfn 

Ditto, ... 

Died at home: had two sons, their names 






forgotten, both at large. 

178 

Namdar Khan, *. 


Ditto,.. 

Ditto,.. 

Died at home, without issue, 

179 

Rebooa, ........ 

Son of Fukeer Mi- 






Uomud, ...... 

Ditto, „*. 

Ditto, .......... 

Ditto, ditto. 

180 

Mukholee, ...... 

Soa of Bulla, .... 

Ditto, ........ 

Ditto, .......... 

Died at home : had two sons— 1 st, Hoos- 


saina, died at borne, bad no sons 5 ~d> 

Laijoo, died at home, leaving two sons, 
Mol loo and Bodhoo, both transported from 
Saugor, 


061 








































181 Bhikharet,.. .• 

182 Gbusooa alias Bu- Adopted of Ju- 

hadur, ....... * maent,........ 

183 Heera,... Belated toGoolal, 

184 Suroop, .. Adopted of My koo, 

1$5 Khuttoa,. Son of Juburdust 

Khan, alias Akil, 

186 Amur Sing,.. • • • • Son of Naensookh, 

187 Omeid, . Adopted of Dess, 

t 

188 Khunna, ........ .••••• 


Muneebar, 

Mosulman, 

Ditto, ••••*. 
Ditto,. 

Ditto,. 

* 

Ditto, ..... 
Rajpoot, ... 
Brahmin,.... 

Ditto, ...... 


<SL 


Ditto, 

Dead. 

Ditto, .......... 

Dead- 

Ditto, .......... 

Died at home: had three sons—1st, Raj- 
joo ; 2d, Ghussooa ; 3d, Kuddoorou; all 
three at large. 

Ditto, .. 

Died at home: bad three sons—1st, 
Doorgha, died without issue; Duleele aud 
Imambuksh, both hung at Saugor. 

Ditto,. 

Died at home: had two sons—Nijabut 
and KbushalJa, both died at home. 

Ditto, .......... 

Died at Ruttuuporo, on a Thug expe¬ 
dition. 

Village of Bitholee 

in Sindouse,.... 

Died at borne; had two sons, Gomanee, 

. 

at large; Rambuksh, hung at Jubulpore. 


Village of Biroree • 

in Sindouse,.... Died at home : had two sons—-Maha- 
sookh, hung at Jubulpore; Bhowannee, 
died at home. 


























Nos. 


Cast 


Amer Jemadar,... Son of Kootbee,,. Mosulaian,, 


19€ Heera, 

191 Dhuttee alias Pu- 
har. 


Ditto, 

Ditto, 


192 Ghussco,,,,,..., Son ofPubar,.... Dilto, 


193 Gomanee, ...... Ditto* 


Ditto, 


Residence. 
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Village of Biroree 


in Siadouse,,... 

Died at home: had four sons— 1 st, Pis- 
S 005 2 d, Dlmlsoo ; 3d, Pul too, all three 
died at home, without sons 5 4th, Puh&r- 
dead, left four sons; 1 st, Chattee, irans- 
ported from Saugor; 2 d, Futteh; 3 d, 

d hour a ; 4 th, Rae Sing, released from the 
Saugor Jail. 

Ditto, 

Died without issue. 

Ditto, 

Died at home : had two seas—Gomauee, 
died in the Hutta Jaii; Ghussoo, died at 
home. 

DHto^ ... . 

Died at home: leaving tour sons—1st, 
Beharee, hung at Saugor; 2 d, Gooiha, 
transported from Saugor ; 3d, Himmut. aa 
approver at Jubulpore; 4th, Doorugaa, in 
prison at Jubulpore. 

Ditto, 

Died in the Huttah Jail. 


192 






























194 

19o 

Brikhbban,. 

Son of Mudda, .. 

Ditto,.. 

Ditto, ........ 

196 

Ilusouooa, ...... 

Brother-in-law of 




Mudda, . 

Ditto, ........ 

197 

Dumraoo, 




£ 

Brothers,,. 

Ditto, «...«»*. 

I0& 

Kumiuo, ...... 3 



199 

Gopce, 


Aheer,....... 

200 

Muhoiee Jemadar, 


Mosulnaan, • 


ho 

> 




Ditto, Died at home: had or.e sob—B oodhoo, 

died without issue. 

Ditto, .......... Dead: had no sons. 

Ditto,.. Ditto ; ditto. 

Ditto, .. Bu&moo, died at home, had one son--* 

Kuniyea, transported from Saagor; Kum- 
moo, transported from Saugor. 

Ditto, * •*«..*•«» Died in the Jubulpore Jail. 

Village ofGurbeea 
Kalesoor in Sin- 

douse, Died at home: had three sons—1st, Kin- 


noo, died at home, left four sons; 1 st, 
Boodhoo, executed at Jh alone, left an 
adopted son Gholab, alias Rhonaao, an 
approver at Jubulpore ; 2 d son of Kinnoo 
Bhooree, hung at Saugor, left two sons, 2a- 
bra, an approver, Poo noo, in the Jubulpore 
Jail ; 3d son of Kinnoo, Kuaaolee, who 
was put to death at Jubulpose, by orders 
cf the Rajah ; he had one son, Purumsook, 
hung at Saugor; 4ih of 'Kinnoo, Xewul, 
died at home, had no sons; 2 dofMuhoiee 
Sooklall, died at home, leaving four sons; 
1 st, Subkan, died at home; 2 d, Murdan, 
executed at Scrooge; 3 d, Heera, an ap¬ 
prover at Saugor; 4lb, Bhuggee, hung at 
Saugor; 3 d of Muholee, Bhujjoo, died, left 
two sons; 1 st, Nuggooa. imprisoned for life, 
in the Jubulpore Jail; 2 d, Thukooree, died 
at home. 
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202 


203 


20 * 


Names. 

JBirih. 

Cast. 

Residence. 

M «nsa, .. 

Son of Tauj, .... 

Ditto, •»•«•••* 

Village of Gurheea 
Kalesoor in Stn- 
douse,. 

Puachee, 

i 

Sou of Durroo, •« 

tii'aKmin 

pifto .. 

Kolholee, .. 

Adopted of Tauj, 

Mosulman, 

Ditto, •»»•»*#••« 

Akhtiar, 

Son of Soobka, ,, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, .... 
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Died at home; left four sons—1st, Nug- 
goo Jemadar, died at home; 2d, Bhogwan, 
hung at Jubulporej 3d, Dooraughna, died 
in Saugor Jail; 4th, Khurgooa, hung at 
Dhoree. 

Dead : had two sons— -one Punoha, the 
other Mahasookh, both approvers at Jubul- 
nore. 

Dead; had two sons—Sihbooa, died at 
hor^e, 2d, Gunesha, an approver at Jubul- 
pore. 

Died at home: leaving two sons— 1st, 
Ahmud, died in the Pul a ire Fortress $ he 
had a son, Islam, now an approver of 
Akhtear j Madaree, alias Phoolela, died at 
Djeguxh, 
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205 Pilliolcfj« * * • • i»i Adopted of Koo- 
tab, •«••••••*• 


206 Cased, •»•••« Son of Duhee,.,*« 
20* Daljoo*.*« Sou of Mosumat 
Neitee,» ,,*.**, 


208 B ho ree. 


Mosul mao, 


Lodhee, ,. 
Mosul man. 


Saleh of Pursee, Kolee, 


Village of Gurheea 
Kalesoor in Sin- 
douse .. 


Ditto, 

Village of Banesa- 
ree in Siudouse, 



Died at home; had two sous—1st, sou 
Gomanee, died at home, leaving three sons* 
—1st, Sadee Khan transported from Saugor; 
2 d, Peer Khan, imprisoned for life ; 3d, 
Ukhber Khan, alias Punjureea, at large; 2d 
son of Pilkolen, Kasim at large, has three 
sons—1st, Kadir Khan ; 2d, Muddee Khan, 
both in the Saugor Jail, imprisoned for life; 
3d, Kuliian, at large. 

Dead. 

Died at home : had two sous, Mooli oca 
and Khulka, both transported from Saugor, 


Q6i 
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Birth. 

Cast. 

Residence . 
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Held by the Kuchwaha RajpoGt Zumeendcirs. 

20 $ 

Hae Sing, 

Son of HurSiGg,,. 

Brahmin,,,.,,, 

Town of Marnae, 
Purgunah Sur- 

sae, 

Died at home ; had six sons— 1st, 


Duriar Sogbahdar, died in the Myn- 
pooree Jail, left fire sons j 1st, Rhowaaee 
Pershaud 3 2d, Thukooree, both died at 
home 3 3d, Phoolsa, prisoner in the Juhul- 
pore Jaii 5 4th, Gmrow, an approver at 
Jubulpore 3 5th, Jhurra, hung at Jubuiporej 
* 2 d son of Rae Sing, Goddbo, died without 
issue 5 3d son of Kae Sing, A roan Soobah- 
dar, died at home, leaving an adopted son, 
Gnnga, an approver; 41b, adopted sou oi 
Hae Sing, Rambuksh Jemadar, at large ; 
5ik, an adopted son of Rae Sing, Bulete* 
died at Oogein, left a son, Rambuksb, at 
large 3 an adopted son of Rae Sing, Moo- 
nooa, died at home, had no sons* 


961 



















210 


Mandhafca, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


21 1 Toolsee Ram, Ditto, Ditto, .. Ditto, 


$12 Bulium, •••••••* Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 



Paras Ram, Ditto, •••«•••••• Ditto, •• »«•*< Ditto, 


2l4 Bhugwau, Soa of Bachroo,., Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Died at home : had fire sons -1st, Bhug- 
•s-ent, died at home; 2d, Bhowanec Pershaud, 
imug at Jahulpore , 3d, KuHoo, now appro- 
ver i»i ihe Jubulpore Jail ; 4th, Bichoo, 
killed by Byrageea; 6th, an adopted sou 
Mudooa, hung at Jabulpore. 

Killed at Mumae, left two sons—1st son 
Gimesha, died at home : 2d, aa adopted so a, 
Kuliean, executed in Uolkar’s Camp. 

Died at home : had an adopted son, 
Tijna, died also at home, had no sons. 

Died at home ; had four sons and five 
adopted—1st, Keheree, liung at Oomree ; 
2d, Feringcea Jemadar, and 3d, Maharaj 
Sing, both approvers, at Jubulpore; 4th, 
Mankk, died in the Hutia Jail 5 1st and 2d, 
adopted sons, also approvers 3 3d adopt¬ 
ed son, hung at Jubulpore; 4th, Kullooa, 
and 5th, Hurreea, both at large. 

Dead. 
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Namef. 


Birth. 


215 Hurnagur, 


Son ©f Nynsook, 




Retidence . 


Town of Muraae, 


Parguoah Sur- 



Ditto, .......... 

Ditto,. ..... 

Ditto, ...... 


* 
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An approver: has five sons an* two 
adopted sons— 1st, Mahasookh, transported 
from Saugor 3 2d, Boouhooa, shot himself-, 
3d, Chyn Sah, hung at Saugor ; 4 th and 5th, 
Deorjun and Bhowanee, both approvers ; 
bis adopted son, Luilo, an approver, died, 
Munsook killed by Thugs, for sins against 
the craft. 

Transported. 

Died at home; had an adopted son, who 
is at large, name forgotten. 

Died at home : had seven sons, three his 
own and four adopted— 1 st, Chotee, appro¬ 
ver, dead 3 2 d, MooHooa approver, now at 
Jubulpoor j Blairoo, died at home—- 1 st 
adopted sou Kosseea, and 2d, Doorjun a, 
both died 3 3d, Kusseea, Kurar and 4th, 
Goolla, both at large, 
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tflQNti 0 ' 


21^ Nutha, 


Sod of Khurgolee, Dittos 



22b 

Purus Ram,...... 

Son of Benee, .... 

Ditto, <.». 

221 


-SonofKuja, .... 

Ditto, .... 

222 

Vondhafa,. 


Ditto, .... 

m 

Kunh e, ...... 

Son of Mohuc, .. 

Ditto, .... 

224 

j?bugwa. Luhbur, 

Son of Prawn,.... 

Brahmin,.. 

225 

Alum, .... . • •.. 

Son of Fattah,..., 

Mosul man, 

22B 

Buhadoor, •., . 

Ditto.. 

Ditto, .... 



Ditto, Died at home *. had six sons— 1 st, Jhurra 

died in the Saugor Jail, the other five, their 
names forgotten, aH five were executed at 
Jyepore. 

Ditto, ........... Died at home : without issue. 

Ditto, .......... Ditto : ditto. 

Ditto, .......... Died at home : had one son, ChutterSing, 

who is also dead. 

Ditto, .. Dead. 

Ditto, ... Died at home: had no sons. 

Ditto, Died at home: had a son, named Kul~ 

lean, who is also dead. 

Ditto, .......... Died at home: had four sons— 1 st, Heera, 

executed at 7'ehree, left four sons— 1 st, 
Bhugwan 3 2 d, Eraam Khan, both approvers 3 
3d, Akbur, died without issue 3 4th, Dhnrm- 
:eet, at large 3 2 d son of Bahadoor, Amau 
Jemadar, hung at Saugor, leaving two 
son»: Kaem Khan and tiolah Khan, both 
approvers; 3d son of Bahadoor, Laljoo, 
died at home 3 4tb son of Bahadoor Kho- 
man, died in the Saugor Jail, left three 
sons, two his own and an adopted son 3 1 st, 
ISoor Khan, an approver: 2 d, Bhowna, as 
large; 3d, adopted son Bhuora, an ap 
p rover. 
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saMpg*-.* 


Names. 


Birth , 


Cast. 


227 Kinher, ....... Son of Durroo, .. Brahmin,, 




228 

Nundun,. 



229 

Ghasee, . 

||pr 


230 

Durgahee, 



231 

Suroopa, , 



233 

Mohkum, 


Adopted son of 
Dokul,........ Rajpoot, 




■'■aMr U 


^33 Emambuksh, Son of Deendar, ,* Mosulmar., 


v §9p| 


Residence. 


Remarks by Captain Sleeman, Nov. 1835. 


Town of Murnae, 
Purgnnuh Sur- 
sae, .......... 

Ditto,. 

Ditto,.* • * 

Ditto,. 

Ddto, . 


An approver: has two sons— one his own 
the other adopted; 1st, Chiddee, died at 
home; 2d, Gbussooa, hung at Jubuipove- 

Dead. 

Dead. 

Died at borne: leaving a son, Muttonoo, 
also dead. 

Died at home, had no sons. 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Died at home: leaving four sons-lst, 
Sirawun; 2d, Moollooa, executed at Ugur j 
3d, iluckut, died at Omrowtee; 4tb, Pultoo, 
hung at Saugor. 

Died at home: had five sons, three his 
own and two adopted—1st, Hermut 
hung at ISeem Punee^ 2d, Kesor Khan, 
transported from Saugor; 3d, Bhujjoo, at 
large t 1st adopted son Kutlooa, dead '•> Kit- 
sooloo, arrested and released. 

































235 

Moolloo, /........ 

Son of Noree, .... 

Ditto, ...... 


236 

Lalmun,. 

Son of Hi mm at,.. 

Ditto,. 


237 

Rostum, ........ 

Son of Saadut .... 

Ditto, ..... 


238 

Biehcha, ........ 

Son ofPulta, .... 

Ditto,. 


239 

Bodhooa,. 

Son of Karee, .... 

Ditto,. 



240 

Ruttuu, .. 


Ahee*,..,, 


241 

DhutiSing, ».., 


R rill m 1 n 


242 

Chiata, ...... 


■Ml all tililij,* * 

Ditto, .... 


243 

Puttee,........ 


Lodhee, ... 

£ 







H i0mp •' leaving four son, - 1 st 

Charni, trailsorted from Saogor; 3 , 1 , B<, or _ 

glia, transpiieJ f rum Juboipor*; 3d, Pa- 
liaree • llh.Dowlut; and H h, Kummooa, 
transported im Saugor. 

1 ransport • from Saugor, hal ao sou,. 

An appro* e at Jubulpore. 

Strangled fy- Purusram Jemai ar for 
sins against ti t craft. 

Died without Ume. 

Died at h?me: bad two sons— 1 st, Ru_ 
iieamj 2 d, Soobban, both died at home, 
had no sons. 

Died at home: had too sons-Khauree, 
hung at Jubuipore; BhugTan^ hung at 
Jkoura, 

Dead ; left one son—Bhukut, died in the 
Saugo? Jail. 

# 

Transported from Saugor. 

Died at home: leaving two son;_ 

Bicfeoo, an approver; 2 d, Buljoo, bsrsgai 
Jubulpore. 






























Nos . 

Names. 

Birth, 

Cast, 

Residence. 

Remarks by Captan Sternum, Nov, l$3o. 

244 

MahaSing, 


Lodlicp, • r«« « 

Town of Murnae, 
Pergunah Sur- 
sae. 

Died at home: ba5 two sons— Bbugwan, 

.. „ _«-inrh- 


died at aome, left two sons; 1st, Daarugh- 
na, in Jie Jubulpore J*il ; 2d, So«j«*, at 
large: 2d son of MahaSiag Rajar.’.m, tracs- 


245 

Oaaee, «o«r*M« 

Son of Cheyn,«. •* 

Ditto, 

.* 

ported from Jubjlpore. 

Dead: had four sons—1st Nuaba, at 

246 

Maha Sine - , 

Ditto, ,, t * tf))11 

Tlittn T _ „ .. . 


large .$ 2d, Purusram Jemadar, a prisoner 
ia the Jubulpore Jail j 3d. Keheree, died «* 
the S?aigor Jail *, 4h, girawtui, at large. 
Dead: bad a *>n, Khooman, died b 





Jubolpore Jai* left three soni, t’° 






own and one a ipted 5 1st, Ad bar; Bhu- 
joo, both at Irg-e; adopted s /i5 » Hurree 

U7 

Tijjij •»*«»»>*«* 

Ditto, •••*•«•*•« 

Ditto, .«<«• •« 


Sing, a 1 apprtfer. 

, D : c*d at hme: leaving two sons—1-A. 

Modlooj 2d Kunhaea, noth died in the 
S aigor Jail. 

,, Dead. 

*48 

Alum, 

Son of Kaem, ,,.. 

Mosulman,».>. 

Wfurnae, ..... 


202 























• Ml NlST/fy 


i Ditto, 



250 Roshuu, ... Son of Raw, 


251 A'ahdad, Son of Musta, ... 


252 Syfoc', 


Ditto, 


• Ditto, 


Ditto, 


. 



Ditto, 


Died at home t leading thm sons—-1st, 
Bukbiawur,dead; 2d,7ijjooa, die t at home, 
left two sons, Ilormut £han and Ah'ee, both 
transported from Saugo-; 3d son o'Mun- 
gul, transported from Saugor. 

Ditto, Died at home : had six sons—1st, Sobhut 

Khan, died ia the Hostung&bad Jail : 2d, 

Alee Khan, hang at Saugir; 3d, Munowur, 
died at home ; 4tb, Saadui died at ladore y 
5ib, Kesureea, died atOmroytee; 0ih,Aieef ^ 
Khan, in the Jubulpore Jail, isnp^sooed for 
life. i 


Ditto, . • ••«»«•« * Executed at Saugor, had two adopted 

sons; Buhadoor, transported from Saugor ^ w 
Zaptha, huog at Jubulpore. 

Ditto, * . Died at home ; had seven sons, two his 


own and live adopted—1st, Saadui ; 2d, 
lS T ijabut, both died without issue; 1st 
adopted sou Madaree, transported from San¬ 
ger, left three sons; 1st, Durauz Khan ; 2d, 
Bhujjoo and Kbeer Khan, all three trans¬ 
ported ; 2d adopted son Dhokul and Kho- 
mun, died in the Saugor Jaii; 4th adopted 
son Khoshaia, transported from Saugor , 
5th, Pudma, hung at Saugor, 



203 

















' . 


254 

Asa!at,.. ,»«, 


Ditto, ,.t 

255 

Ofxldt... , t 


Ditto, ... 

256 

Kostura, * *... 


Ditto, 

257 



Ditto, *.., 

258 

Jvuseea, 


Garhareea. 


J^Jggl 

WS& 


259 

Jahanee, .. 

Son of Asatilut, .. 

Mosul man, 

260 

Purshaud, 

Son of Himufc,.... 


261 

Hurnaum, ...»•• 

Son of Bhugwunt, 

Lodhee, . 

262 

SookiaR, ... 


Ditto, .. • 


Residence. 


Remarks by Captain Sleeman , Noe. 1B35. 


Town of Murnae, 

Purgunah Sur- 

sac,.. An approver, had four son?, two b« own 

and two adopted—1st, Rumzanee, (-ea<l, 
2d, Junglee, transported from Saogor; 1st 
adopted son Tijjoo, hong at Saugor; 2d, 
Kudra, at large. 

Ditto,. Dead. 

Ditto> .. Dead : had two ^soos—Bauz Khar and 

Guncsba, both dead. 

Ditto, .......... Died at home, left twr eon.-Kullooa 

and Runjeeta, both at larg<- 

j3jj( 0 # # # 4 . . Dead : had go sons. 

. Died at home. had tlrec sons— 1st, Pue- 

mooa; 2d, Sookhooa; 3d, Jowabir, ad tluee 
at large. 

Ditto, Died at home; had ro sons. 

Ditto, ••**..*»»* Ditto t ditto. 

Ditto, >.. ^ tto : ditto. 

Ditto, . Ditto : ditto. 





































WHtSTfiy 



264 

265 

266 

267 

268 

269 

370 

271 

272 


Laljoo, 

Nevrul 

Duiput, 

Mu dee, 
Govindah, 
BUugwunt, 

Bussuntabj 

Munsookb, 
Bukhut, , 

Pururana, 


Son of Sumbhoo,. • 

Soo of Bbowanee, 


Nephew of A in an. 

Son of Bodhee, ,. 
Son of Nutha,,... 


Ditto, ........ 

Ditto, .. 

Ditto, • •«. 4* • • 

Ditto, ....... 

Ditto, ... 

Ditto, 

Ditto, • 

Ditto, ........ 

Ditto, ....... 

t 

Brahmin,., ,,*« 


Ditto, .......... Died at home: had three sons—1st, Pa- 

rusram Jemadar, at large; 2d, Hhauiheea; 
3d, Brighhan, both transported. 

Ditto, .......... Died at home: leaving three sons—1st, 

Sreekishen, an approver, the other two, their 
names forgotten, both at iarg?. 

Ditto,.. Died at botnet had three sons—Man- 

dhata, an approver; 2d, Snkret, died at 
home: Gopee, died in the Saugor JaU. 

Ditto, •....i .... Dead. 

Ditto, .......... Dead. 

Ditto, .......... Died at home: had a son—Ruma, an ap- 

prover, died at Saugor, 

Ditto, .......... Died at home: had two sons—Kche.ree 

and Hurree Paul, both transported from Ju- 
buipore. 

Ditto, ... Died at home : had a son—Chutter, who 

is also dead. 

Ditto, HtiiiMi. Hung at Saugor : left three sons—1st, h‘s 
name forgotten, executed at Jhoura; 2d, 
Phootsa, transported from Saugor ; 3d, his 
came forgotten, died at home. 

Ditto, .......... Dead : leaving a son—Moollooa, at large. 






























!73 Subsookb, .. Son of Bence, .... Lcdhee, 


274 

Suntoke Rae, » • •» Son of Sookh, M M 


275 

Seetaram, ...... __, 

Ditto, 

276 

Ruojeet, ........ 

Mosul man, ,»»• 

277 

Kinher, »**«••«• Son of Munsookb, 

Ditto, •>*•»«** 


Town of Mumae, 

Pajguuab Sur- 

sae, . Died at home: had five sons— two his 

6wn and three adopted; 1st? Duriar. arrt»t 
ed, released; 2u, Bhugwan, died at home 5 
1st adopted son, Lulla, died at home; 2d, 
Ghyboo, transported from Saugor ; 3d, Nun- 
kooa Koree, an approver at Jubulpore. 


Ditto, Died at home: had three sons— 1st, Ma- 

hajeeta ; 2d, Budatoo j 3d, Bhcda, ail thr~e- 
died at home. 

Ditto,..... Died without issue. 

Ditto, •.«.«••••• Died at Lome*, left one son, Madaree, 
hung at Saugor 

Ditto, .,.,,*. 1 .. Died at home: left three sods—" 1st, 
A^Ur, died in the Saugor Jail; 2d, Soo- 
ghur, died at home: 3d, Moolioo, trans¬ 
ported from Saugor. 




206 

























MINfSr^ 


Soa of Balkisheo,. Koomar, 


Ditto, 



273 UmurSing,. 


279 

Buduloo, ,«•*. 


Mosul man, .... 

Ditto, 

280 

Waris, 


Ditto,. 

Ditto, 

281 

Daljoo,. 


Brahmin,...... 

Ditto, 

28*2 

fl-jq 

In ri i -y^ rl AO 


Ditto, ........ 

Ditto, 



Aheer,...» ...» 

Ditto, 






284 



Ditto, ■< Mint 

Ditto, 


Ditto, . 



285 Judae, «•»••*»»** 


So a of Sookhee, . • 


Lodhee, 


Died at home: had one adopted and five 
sons— 1st, Lulia, died at home : 2d, Tool- 
see, died in the Saugor Jail, left a son, 
Chahdurat-e, traasported from Saugor ; 3d 
Garhooa, transported from Saugorj 4th, 
Budduloo; 5ib, Khooama, both died at 
ho&e : 5th, adopted son, died in the Saugor 
Jail. 

Died at home : left tbre< sons—1st, Door- 
gha; 2d, Khoman, both died at home; 3d, 
Munowur, at large. 

Died at home: had a son, Daood, au 
approver. 

Dead. 

Dead. , 

Died at home: left twc sons, Kiilloo and 
Luilooa, both at large. 

Killed in the Joudpore country: had two 
adopted and four sons—1st, Laek; 2d, 
Parusramj 3d, Aman; 4th, Suttram, all 
approvers; adopted son Kullooa, 2d, 
Moolloo, both at large. 

Died at home: had a son, Bbimmee 
Jemadar, approver. 
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Birth. 
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286 

Hury Sing,.. 

Sou of Sookhee, 

Dodbee, 

Town of Murnae, 



<• -» * ? ' 


Purgunah Sur- 

sae, .......... 

Died at home: had a sou, Nuadiall, died 
at home, left a son, Lotua, an approver. 


m 

"ftfrui |*a . - tTTT1t 

Adopted of Eujok. 

Mosul man, • • • . 

Ditto, .. 

Died at home : had three sons—Pd, 





Dhurm Khan, died in the Jubolpore Jail 5 
2d, Ruheera Khan, transported from JubuU 
pore; 3d, Kasim, hur.g at Dhoreea 



2 S8 


Tiifto . fttt . 

Ditto, ».**•«>« 

Ditto, •••••••»«- 

Died at home: left a sop, Rukhut, died 





at home, had a son. Moot 00 a, transported 
from Saugor. 


289 

Mukhmuliee,.... 

13 i ito 

Ditto , -t t - - 

Ditto, . 

Died at home: left * son, Baz Khan, 




transported from Saugor 

290 

291 

finrifP. .......... 


Aheer, 

Ditto,.. •.. • 

Dead. 

nli apo ... ...... 


Muneehar, .... 

Ditto,.. 

Died, at home: leaving two sons Id 





Moollooa, killed by a Putban, atKuttan- 


gee, while attempting to strangle b* 05 i 
MunguUeea, at large. 


208 

































292 Bhooreli, ........ . . R ajpoot, Chun 

ddah, * . 

393 Maklmn, Sou of Ghasee, . , Lodhee, ...... 

294 Furmessure, .... Son of Pern, .... Ditto,. 

295 Chuttooreh,.. . .. Ditto.. 

296 Goopeeah, ...... . Ditto, ........ 

297 Chidoo, ..... .. Ditto, .. 

to 

o 

29S Guzooa,.*-♦ Aheer,........ 

*299 Bbugwunt, ...... . Lodbee, ...... 

300 Mukoond, .... Ditto,. 

301 Numkam, . . ... Ditto, * . 

302 Makkury..Ditto, ........ 




Ditto, .......... Died at heme: had two sons, Powluteea 

and Moolloou, both at large. 

Ditto, .......... Dead. 

Ditto, .. Dead. 

Ditto, .......... Died at home: leaving two sons—’Tijna* 

died in the Saugor Jail *, Nundhoo, executed 
at Seronge. 

Ditto, .. Dead. 

Ditto, Died at home: leaving tour sons—1st, 


Budulleo Jemadar; 2d, Ungnoo, both hung 
at Saugor; Budloo, left two sons, IJoocp 
and Durujhoa, both prisoners in the Ju- 
bolpore Jail j 3d sou of Chidoo, executed 
at Ugur; 4th, Moorlee, an approver. 


Ditto, Dead : had no sons. 

Ditto, Died: had two sons, Luljoo and Hur- 

• nam, both died at home, had no sors. 

Ditto, .. Died at home: had a son, (iooroowa, 

hung at Saugor. 

Ditto, Dead. 

Ditto, .......... Died at home: left four sons—1st, Gu¬ 
ll esh ; 2d, Bhoora, both approvers; 3d, 
Pudma. hung at Saugor; 4th, Gobra, died 
in the Saugor Jail. 
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miST/fy 



304 Shimbhoo, ...... .. Ditto, 

305 Goinaun Sing,. Ditto, 

306 Chotee, Afceer, 


307 Kumlah, ....«=*• . Ditto, . .. 

308 Kaem........ Mosulmau, ..... 

309 Nunduo,.. Son of Sobbanee, Ditto. 

310 Badeleh,........ Son of Chada, , - Ditto, * 


211 Kbosala*........ .. 



Residence* 


Remarks by Capittiv. Sleeman , Nov. 183b. 


•town of Murnae, 
Parguoah Sur- 
sae, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto, 


Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 


Died at home: left fc« sods— frt, 

Adbar; 2d, Barobuksh, both tied at home j 
3d, Bboora, at large; 4th, MahaSing, got 
strangled for sins against the cralb 

Died at home: had two sons—ist, Kag- 
gooa, died in the Sangor Jail; 2d, Maha ■, ' 
sookh, transported from Saugor* 

Died at borne: left an adopted soa~diea 

in Saugor /ail. 

Died at be me : bad uo sons. 

Ditto; Ditto. 

Died at home -, left three sons— 1 st, Chid - 

dee, hung at Jubulpore; 2d, Gnooah, also 
hang; 3d, Diurn Khan, transported from 
Saugor. 


* 


210 






























• MINIS ry?,, 



313 Mucha. 


Ditto, 


314 

315 

Downs, m»m 


Ditto, » 

Omra, ....... 

, • • Brother-in-law 0 



Hu r sing, ...... 

Lodhee, 

316 

217 

318 

Madaree,* »,,• 


Ditto, . 

Bukoo,* •*•••« 


• Ditto, 



* Ditts, , 




Ditto, iM.MM.t Dead: had two stg—Goonja, died at 
Banda, left a son >I » Khan, arrested and 
released * 2 d of Shcra Dhurm Khan, trans¬ 
ported from Jululpore. 

Ditto, •»•••••••• Died at bo’ne: had \n adopted and two 

sons, Bhujja tnd GhuKor,, both died at 
home 3 Ghubhoo left a so, Birahim, trans¬ 
ported 'from Jubidpore 5 adopted son of 
Mucha, as approver. 

Ditto, ... Died: leaving thre' sons Boorgha, Hu- 

theea, and Chimna, Ul thrce*t iarge. 

Ditto, ... Died at home had a so—his name for¬ 

gotten, and is at large. 

Ditto, .. Dead. 

Ditto,.. Died at home : left a *n, Nundee, died 

without issue. 

Ditto, •••*»....* Died at home: left fur sons—1st, Mo- 
reea, d;cd in the Sau,or Jail 5 2 d, Mun- 
gulla, dead} 3d, #ngioo, hung at Jhoura; 
4tb, adopted sou hung at Jhoura, left an 
adopted son Kuraia Koul, aa approver at 
JubtJpore, 
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Nos . 


Names, 

Birth, 
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Residence. 


Remarks by Captai iSletman , iVbt). 1835. 


3i9 MowLttm, ...... . Lodfcee, 


320 

Munsookh, . , tHlf 

• •• • • 'Is. . / - 

321 

Dhokol, .. 


322 

Sobha.. .,. T 


323 

Dva, . t 







yar, 

0 

324 

Function. . 


325 

Bowiut Bburoreea, __ 


323 

Run Sing Lahey* 



bur,.. . ..., 


327 

KuUeean ditto, ,. . * 4 ... 


3*28 

Omed,.......... ....... 


3*29 

Munsookh, ...... . 3 ,,,. 



Town of Murnae, 
Purgunah Sar- 


sae, .......... Died at be me: left a >n, Asaiut, died at 

home, left a twi iahanet died also at how e. 

Ditto, .......... Died without issue. 

Ditto,.. Ditto: ditto. 

Ditto, .......... Ditto: ditto. 

Ditto, .......... Dead: had a son, SutioV*, dead, left 

an adopted Mungulia, strayed by Buksba 
Jemadar, for sins against the craft. 

Ditto, .. Dead. 

Ditto. .......... Died at home : had fro sons, Lack aud 

Bhoodoo, both are a; larjs. 

Ditto, .. Dead. 

Ditto, .......... Died at home: leftf**o sons, Thukooree 

and Moolioo, boll atarge. 

Ditto, .. Dead. 

Ditto, .. Dead. 


212 















































0 f INDIA 




330 

331 

Snntoke,........ 

Omra, .«. 

Broth er-in-law * 


23? 








9<J*> 




333 

Nuniun, .. 

Son of Suleem, .» 



Bnkhut .... .«»• 

Sou of Madaree,.. 


337 



33$ Murdaun, ....*« Soa of Pubar Siisg, 


Afceer, .. 

Ditto, .. 

Brahmin,. 

Lodhee, 

Aheer,.. 

Mosulman.,... 

Ditto, ....... 

Kachee, ..... 

Brahmin, Pu- 
thuck, ..... 


Ditto, . 

Ditto, . 
Ditto, . 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 


Died at home: had a son, name for¬ 
gotten, at large. 

Died at home i left two sons, their names 
forgotten, both at large. 

Died at home : leaving three sons—1st, 
Deosein 5 2 d, Locbmun, both died at home ; 
3 d, bis name not mentioned, hung atfcaugor. 

Died at home: left two sons, Sooktooa 
and Bukhtawur, both transported from Ju- 
buipore. 

Dead. 

Died t leaving a son. Faun Klian, at large; 
and an adopted son .lunooa, who died in 
the San go r Jail. 

Died a; home: had two sons—Mooliooa, 
transported from Saugor, and Chedumee, at 
large. 

Died at home; left a son, Ghassee, hung 
at Saugor. 

Died at home: left a son, Jodha, who 
died at home. * 


Village 0 ? Pahlun, 




























Nos. 

Names, 

Birth. 

Cast. 

Resign ce. 

Remarks by Captain Sleeman , Nov. 1835. 

339 

Muklm u y 

Son of Puhaf Sing, 

Brahmin, Pu- 






tiniek, Mi* • t 

Village of Palilnn, 

Died at home : left two sons— 1 st, Kehree, 
hung at Jttbuipore, left an adopted, who is an 
approver 3 2 d, Bhugwimt, died intheSau- 
gor Jail. 

340 

Omcfl, «»>• 


Lodhee, Poor- 

veeati 





3itto, •*»«•• .... 

An approver: had four sons— 1 st, Kama, 
hung ai Jhoura ; 2d, Gunesb, hung at Sau- 






gor; 3d, Jessooa, died in the Saugor Jail j 
4 thj Kishtn, transported from Saugor 

341 

JV'eeroos, alias 





- 

Guogadeen,.... 


T nrih#*p. . , . . 

Ditto, *••«••«••• 

Hung at Jhoura : bad no sons. 
Transported from Saugor. 

Died at home: leaving three sons— 1 st, 
Persbaud, died at heme ; 2 d, Gobra, trans¬ 

342 

343 

Mithooa,.... 


X>itto - -1 ■ i *, 

Ditto, *.•»••••»• 

Omfop, • 


JVfro, ...._ 

Ditto. 






ported from Jubulpore; 3 d,Kulloo, at large. 

34* 

Gomanee, •«•••* 

Sou of PjthoIcV, s 

Mosulmac,., • • 


Died at home; left three sons—1st, 
Saethee Khan, transported from Saugor j 


t11 _ t , 




2 d, Mcer Kha&j 3 d, Akbur Khan, both at 


large. 


<SL 




214 




























345 Bhudaee,.,•. c ,., .....i.,,, ,,,,., 

346 Omed,. t ..., .. 

347 Cheynee, Father of Makhun, 

348 Moiteeah, ...... 

349 Subsookh, ...... Son ofNundeh, .. 

350 Khosaiee, ...... .. 

351 Durrcoab, ...... Son of timer, .... 

352 Maknee,.. ....... V. ....... 

353 Gummab,.. 

354 Doorgah,.. ... 

355 Jhurrah 1st, •... ................ 

356 Jhurrah 2d, ...» Father of Birkbhan 


Ditto, i««* 
Rhandehra 
Lodhee, s , 

Ditto, ... 

Ruaeea, . 
Ditto, .... 

Lodhee, 

Ditto, .... 
Kanderah, 
Koree,.... 
Lobar,.... 
Ditto, .... 


Ditto, immmim Died at home: leaving two sons, their 
names forgotten, at large. 

Bitio, Died at home: leaving two sons, Ma- 

daree and Hurree Sing, both at large. 

Ditto, ...*«•««•, Died at home: leaving two sons, Makhun 
Jemadar, hung at Joura ; the other an ap¬ 
prover at Furruckabad, and was killed by 
Thugs ; bis name not known. 

Ditto, »••.«*..,. Transported from Saugor : had two sons, 
Ruggoo and Mhengooa, both transported 
from Saugor. 

Dttoj Died at home: had a son, Gunesh, au 

approver. 

Ditto, imimm.i Died at home: left three sons—1st, Pu- 
r*imsookb$ 2 d, Gennoo; 3d, Mungulleea, 
all three approvers. 

.. • • Died at home : left a son, Kuliyo, died at 

Khaitniase. 

Mume, ........ At large. 

Diib, .......... Dead. 

Ditto, .......... Dead. 

Ditto, .......... Dead. 

Ditto, Died at home: left a,son, Brighban, 

hung at Jubulpore. 




































, 

357 Roshun Kan jar, .. Son of Patan, .... Mosulman,,. • * 



358 Mulund 


Ditto, 



Bhugleeah 
Guz Sing 

Unoop Jemadar,.. 

Deokee Jemadar, 
Dhowkul, 


Son of Tej, ...... 

Ditto,. 


Ditto, 

Rajpoot, ...... 

Brahmin,. 

Ditto, ••••••«• 

Rajpoot, ...... 


Residence. 
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Mumae, ........ 

Died at borne: bad four sons—1st, Ru- 
heem Khan, died at home, left two sons, 
Kallooa and Bhujooa, both at large; 2d, 
son of Roshun Doorgiia ; 2 d, Himma 3d> 

ptto,.. 

Khaira, ail three died without issue. 

Died at home : had five sons—14, Gho- 
laub, in the Saugor Jail for life $ 2 d, Dhurm 
Khan, dead, 3d, Cband Khan, hung at 
Saugon 4th, Bhikna; 5 th, Muusook, both 
dead. 

5 *tto,. 

Dead. 

Died at home: leaving a son, Khornan, 

Ditto,. *• 

at large. 

Died at home: had two sons, Busunta 
hung al Palovvlee \ Gurboo, killed by Thugs, 

Ditto, 

for sins against the craft. 

Died at home ; left two sons—Bukut hung 
at Palowlee. 


Died at home: left two sons'—i/ujguujw, 
hung at Jhoura ; 2 d, Jowahir, executed at 
.Agur; left a son, Huvreea, an approver 
Captain Reynolds- 





























Kuroonjoo, 
Chotee, ., 


306 Ik h tear Kotah, 

367 Jharrooah, 


« 


368 Jkhfceear,........ Sou of Terrah,.... 


10 

o 

306 Mandhata, 


370 Somereea, ...... Son of K^ja, .... 

371 Bhugwan, ...... 


372 Golab,.......... Son of Nund Ram, 


Gooznr, ...... 

Rajpoot,...... 

Mosulman, ... 

Ditto, .... 

Ditto,. 


Brahmin, Kus- 
battee,..... 

Brahmin,...,, 
Rajpoot, Ka- 
choab, ..... 


Brahmin,* *..*• 


Ditto, . In prison at Jabtdpore. 

Diito, .......... Died at home : left two sons, MuchSaand 

Moollooa, both at large. 

Ditto, .......... Died at home: had an adopted son, 

Islam, an approver. 

Ditto, Died at home: leaving three sons—1st, 

Khoossee; 2d, Dulele; 3d, Aliahkuab: all 
three died at home. 

Ditto, Died at home : had five sons, two his own 

and three adopted—1st, Ashruf Jemadar, 
at large} 2d, Ameer, dead; 1st, adopted 
son, Phooleia, 2d, Asulut, and 3d, Bhujoo ; 
all three transported from Jubulpore. 

Ditto, .......... Died at home; bad a son, Birjbhan, 

hung at Sanger. 

Ditto, .......... Dead. 

Ditto, . *.... Died in the Saugor Jail; left three sons 

—1st, Sirawun, died in Hutta Jail; 2d, 
Muogul, died ia Jubulpore Jail} 3d, Pe« 
turn, at large. 

Ditto, .......... Au approver. 

jjg || ||fc 
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Nos. 

Names, 

T jirtk. 

Cast. 

Residence. 

373 

Nutlioo, ........ 

Sr i of Jafur, 

Mosuimao, .... 

iVIarnae,.. 

374 

Joooma, 


Ditto, 

Ditto, 

375 

Doorjuna, ...... 

Son of Pultoo,.«•« 

Lodhee, ...... 

Ditto, -.,, 

376 

Ptmchum, .. .. 


Brahmin,...... 

Ihtto, ,. r . . t 

377 

Chitteeahji ...... 


Soopareeah, e *.« 

Ditto. , , „ T T f t 

378 

Dajoo, .......... 


Brahmin, Doo- 





hch,. 

Jitto, .......... 

379 

Xunda, ..... 

Son of Joor....... 

Aheer. 

Ditto, .. 

380 

Pern Shah, 

Son of Omedj .... 

Brahmin,,..... 



Remarks by Captain Sleeman , Nor. 1835. 


Dead, 

Died at home: left a son, Chand Khan, 
at large. 

Dead. 

Died at home: had a son, his name for¬ 
gotten, hung at Palowlee. 

Died at home : had a son, Goozram, 
transported from Saugor. 

Died at home: leaving a son, Gunga- 
dwn Jemadar, died in the Saugor Jail- 

Died at heme : had two sons, Chutter 
Jemadar, escaped from the Jubulpore Jail, 
and re-arrested, now a prisoner in the Jubul- 
pore Jail, and Mooliooa, transported from 
Jubulpore. 

Died at home: had four sons — 1st, Hur- 
Siam; 2d, Koosul, both dead; 3d, Sythoo 
Jemadar, cited at home, left a son, Dhokul, 
also died, leaving a son Haesooka, at large ; 
4th, Mbengoo, died at home, left a sob* 
Bukhut, who is dead. 


































381 


Seoo Jemadar,, * *. 


Brother of itujoleh 


382 Ghasee, ,...*•** ... 

383 Aanunda, ... 

284 Bhoorah,... 

385 Jugmohun, • «.«*• 

386 Bussawus, »«*••* Son of Aukeel, • * 

387 Lultco,.Son of Deendaal, 


388 Jooxnan, Ditto, 

" . _ • — - "" 

389 Badnloo, «»*••««* Sot of Aukeel, • • 


Lobar,...» 

Mosul man 
Barber, . „ 

Brahmin, 
Ditto, ... 

Mosusman 

Ditto, 

Ditto, m. 
Ditto, m 


Ditto, * . Died at home: had two sons, Khooman 

and Auseyun, both prisoners at Kandeish 
Ditto, Dead. 

Ditto, Died at home: leaving a son, Deo Saio, 

hung at Saugor. 

Town of Sursae,,, Dead. 


Ditto, Died at home: had a son, Rtttteea, died 

at home, left two sons, Nunda, transported 
from Saugor, the other, his name forgotten, 
at large. 

Ditto, .. Died at home: had a son, Rumzanee, 

died at home, leaving a son, Madaree, at 
large. 

Ditto, •»•••»««•• Died at home*, had five sons—1st, Izut 


Khan, a Chuprassee in the Custom House 
at Saugor; 2d, Hormutj 3d, Paun Khan, 
both employed iu the Saugor Mint; 4th, 
Jahan Khan, a Burkuadauze in the Saugor 
Jail; 5th, Bauz Khan, at Cheynpore 
Baree. 

Ditto, Died at home: had two sons, Durroo and 

Gholam Alee, both died at home. 

Ditto, h.ummi Died at home: had a son, Junguleea, at 
large. 
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Birth. 

Cast 

JB tsidence. 
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390 

Jhurrah, 


Runeeah,...... 

M *irnftPj . . r , 

Dead. 

Dead. 

Died at home, without issue. 

391 

Buboiee,........ 


Dsiio, ....... a 

Ditto, IfTt _ 

392 

Gungoo,... 

Son of Sooramun, 

Brahmin,,... 

Dilrn, ir 11 r n r »11 

393 

BufjOO,.. 

Ditto Kusbatee, 

Brahmin,. 

Ditiri . _ f „ 

Ditto 

Died at home : leaving three sous—1st, 
Khoman, died at home; 2d,2alini and 3d, 
Birjbhan, both hung at Saugor. 

Dead. 

Died at Muroae: left a sou, Jhurrooa, 

304 

395 

Choteb, ,...,*., 

Dharonajeet, ... * 

Brother-in-law of 
Rang Sing and 
Makun, . 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 






also dead. 

390 

39*? 

Bhowna,.. 

Punch in, 

Son of Beejae,... * 

T£t*n hmin .... 

Ditto, •»•••«•••• 

Died at home, had no sons. 

Ditto, ditto. 

398 

Assalut, ^, 

Son of Kheyraiee, 

\1 nc nl r>\ o n 

. . . 

Transported from Juhulpore. 

Died at home: had a son, Guana, he died 

399 

Jkurrooa,, * o i»»i 

K&ndehra, .. *« 

feursae,^ »«•*«•*•• 

400 

Juron&h Kanja, .. 



Ditto, .. 

also. 

Executed at Gwalior : had no sous. 

Died at hume, without issue. 

401 

Chokherooa, . *«» 
LfOtua Jemadar, **, 

fen of Oolee, .... 
Alopted of Mu- 

XTIUMtiiUau, * • * * 

DittO, ..... a ... a 

402 

i i - - 





*«*••••••« 

Brahmin Patrick 

Ditto, t.M 

Died at hornet bad three- sous, their 
names forgotten, ail three at large. 


















































405 

406 

.Thurrooah, ...... 

Nundlali alias Nu- 





40? 

Dowiuteea,...... 

Son of Kulla, .... 

408 

Huzooree, ...... 

Adopted of Ausab, 

109 

Jahanee, ........ 


410 

Poonooa,....»••# 




411 

Bhooreh, *•*....■ 


412 

Kulleeaa,........ 

Brother of Pooaooa 

413 

Ramsinghee alias 



Rom uo, .....« 

Son of Munoo, .. 

414 

Kuohyea, ...... 

Sou of Suntoke, ., 

415 




Kolee, • 

Ditto, •**.♦»#* 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Mosul man, .... 

Ditto,.. 

Ditto,.•.« 

Rajpoot Paor,,. 
Kandhera, .... 
Rajpoot Paor,.. 

Ditto, •••*««*• 
Brahmin,... ... 
Garbooreea, ., 



Village of Pauru- 

rec, Died at home: leaving three sons—1st, 

Jhurroo, died at home; 2d, Rudulco, 3d, 
Mooilooa, both at large. 

Ditto, Died : leaving three sons—1st, Chichdooa, 

dead ; 2d, Putban, executed at Jhoura ; 3d, 
Moollooa, hung at Jubulpore. 

Ditto, .......... Died at home : had no sons. 

Ditto, .......... Ditto: ditto. 

Dito, .......... Died at home: had a son, Khodabuksb, 

at large. ti 

Ditto, .......... Died at home ; left » awu, Moo)h»oa, exe¬ 
cuted at Jhaloae. 

Ditto, »....••••• Dead. 

Ditto. . Dead. 

Ditto, .. Died *t home, without issue. 

Ditto,. Ditfc: ditto. 

Ditto,. Dito: ditto. 

Ditto, .. Dito: ditto. 

Ditto, . . Bed at home: left a sod, Mohuo, at 

lar/e. 
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Nos . 

Names. 

Birth 

. - 

Cast. 

4ia 

Omed Ooreea,,... 

Son of Punchum, 

Brahmin, ...•« 

417 

Mmtgoo, ........ 

Son of Budla,*. • * 

Ditto Patuck,.. 


418 Hurnauro, ...... Ditto, Ditto, 


419 

Gunesh, ,..., 


Mosulman, .... 

420 

421 

Dhara, ...... 


Garoreea, .... 

Sardoo, .... 


Brahmin Patuck 


422 Bur$&&*»#*•••• Ditto, ...... Ditto, 



JR evidence 
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Village of Pauru- 
fee, 

Ditto, ... 

Ditto, *.. 

Ditto,. 

Ditto,.. 

Ktte, 


Ditto, 


Deal. 

Diet at home: leaving two sons— 
Pbools^ hung at Saugor; 24, Doorgah 
transported 

Died at horn*-. Lad three sons— 1 st, Khul- 
luck, hung at Sa«gor ; 2d, Deosein, died 
at home ; 3d, Lucha, AM at homt. 

Dead. 

Dead. 

Died at borne: leaving four sons— 1 st, 
Maharaj, drowned himself at Dhomonee, 
after his arrest; left a son, Nidbaa, arrested 
and released j 2d son of Sardoo GnnesU 5 
2 d, KuUooa, both died at home, 4tb, Boo- 
dhoo, transported from Saugor. 

At large s had three sons, and three adopt¬ 
ed sons— 1st* Munohur, cut his own throat 
when arrested 1834*, 2d, Khootnau Jema¬ 
dar; 3d, Chutter, both at large; 1st adopt¬ 
ed, ftakesah; 2d, Poonnooa, both dear-; 
3d, his name forgotten, transported from 
Saugor. 




ZZT, 





























424 Jhurrooahj 

425 Gunesha,. 
4*26 Dukhlee,. 


Buneea, 

Brahmin 

Muneehar. 


427 

Bhowku!,...., 

Jemadar,,..... 

428 

Mehngoo,..... 

Kunzeea Brah¬ 
min, .. 

429 

Hindoo, M #»* 


430 

Doorjan, 



Loghar, 

Ditto, 

Lodhee, 

Ditto, . 


Ditto, .......... 


Ditto, 

Ditto, ,• 
Ditto,.. 

Village of Jukh- 
moiee in Sursae, 

Ditto, .,,.,. 4 .., 
Jumeh, ........ 

Ditto, 


Died at borne; leaving four sons— 1 st, 
Bbugwan* 2 d, Lalfoo; .3d, Nundlall, all 
three died at home without any sons; 4 th, 
jvosut Sabaiidar, dead, left six sons, two 
his own and four adopted «ons; 1st, Ajeeta, 
transported from Saugor; 2d, Hawnih, died 
in the Saugor Jail j 1 st adopted son, Bo- 
dhooa, hung at Saugor 5 2 d, MooHooa; 3 d, 
Gomanee $ 4tb, Punchum, all four died at 
home. 

Dead, 

Dead. 

Died at home : left two sons— 1 st, Gooba. 
at large 5 2 d, Behaira, died at home. 

Dead: had a son, Hursooka, at larges 


Died at home: left a son, Bukhut, who 
died at home. 

Died at home: leaving two sons—igfc 
Mungul, dead ; 2 d, Duriaw, hung at Sau! 
got*. 

Died at home: left four sons— 1 st, Gur- 
hoo; 2 d, Jooga ; 3d, Thukoree, all three 
hung at Saugor j 4th, Dheer, died in the 
Saugor Jail. 
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Birth . 
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Residence. 
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431 Khoomaa, ...... Sou of Bhuna,.. 

43*2 Dhiirm, .. .. 

433 Dhummun Khan,.. Son of Budun,,. 

434 Seheysey,... 

435 Jhurrah, ........ ... 

436 Durroo,.. Soa of Keroop, 


Lodhee, ...... Jumeh, 

Ditto, ........ Ditto, ., 


Ditto, ^ ^ 


Ditto, ...... 

Ditto, ........ Ditto, .......... 

Mtiueehar, .... Ditto, 

Rajpoot,....., Village of Kuaa- 


\?ur in Sursae,*,. 


437 Byce alias Deya 

Ham, ........ 

438 Kheyra, •**•*.*• 

439 Buhadocr, ...... 

440 Mooiooa, »•••»«•» 


Ditto, 


Ditto, 


Mosul man,.... Ditto, .......... 

Ditto, Village of Tehea- 


goor,. 

Rajpoot,. Rampoora, 


Died at home: had a son, Bhoora,im¬ 
prisoned for life in the Saugor Jail. 

Died at home: left a son, Adhar Jema¬ 
dar, hung at Saugor. 

Died at home: had no sous. 

Ditto -• ditto. 

Ditto: ditto. 


Died at home: left three sons-—1*4 
deen, imprisoned for life in the Sf» tt gor Jat 5 
2 d, Hurnaook, executed at Jhouraj 3u, 
Dknrmjeet, ai large. 

Dead. 


Dead* 

Dead. 



Died at home: left four sons—1st, 
sheram, hang at Jhalna j 2d, Bukhut; 3d, 
Jowaliir, both approvers; 4th, Cbunder- 
paul, transported from Saugor. 




>**• 


W. H. SLEEMAN 










































Purgunah of Sursae. PurgunaJt of Sindouse. 
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ABSTRAfi t. 






r 1n the Division of Laljees, in the Town of 

Sindouse, .78 

Chutter and Sobnts Division iu Sindouse,.. 13 
Tijgua and Chundans Division in Sindouse, 5 

Low’s Division in Sindouse, .. 7 

Village of Kborun, .. 33 

Ditto of Snkntpoora, 3 

Ditto of Bailee ka Gurhee,. « 

Ditto of Choorehla, . 1 

Ditto of Bindawa, . 16 

Ditto of Kurrowlee, . 24 

Ditto of Bitholee, . 1 

Ditto of Jiiroree, . 11 

Ditto of Gurheea Kalesoor, . 7 

l^Ditto of Bunesuree, ..• * • 2 

Town of Murnae, Purgunah Sursae,.162 

Village of Pahlan, .. 14 

Town of Sursae, .. 1!) 

Village of Paururee,. 18 

Koto, .. 6 

Village of .Tukhmolee, .. 2 

Jumeb, . 7 

Village of Kunawur,. 3 

Ditto of Keheng'oor. 1 

Rampoora, ... 1 


Total,.. 440 


W. H. SLEEMAN. 


2 E 
































Numbers. 
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APPEND IX P. 






BHILSA GANGS IN 1829. 


JM of the Men of Feringeetfs Gang 
at Bhilsa , beginning of 1830. 


Remarks hij Captain W. ft* 
Sleemartt General Super¬ 
intendent. 


Fcringcca, son of Parusram,,.. Approver. 

2£ij*norec, adopted of uitto. Uitto. 

Radhee, adopted of ditto, . Hung at Jabulpor* 1 930. 

Kmeea, adopted of Feringe^a, At large, 

Gunesh, adopted of ditto, ...... Died in Jubulpore Jail. < 

Rnmma, adopted of Purtisram, Approver 


Somcre Sing, Rajpoot, 
Rhowannee Fersbat!,.., 


Died in JubuSpore Jail 
1831. 

Hong at JuVqrtporo iftftO. 


9 

Murdun Kolee, .. 

Ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

10 

Beharee, son of Boodhoo, ? 

Ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 


Brahmin, ..5 


11 

Odeya, son of ditto, ditto,. 

Ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

12 

Jhurha, son of JPaicear, ditto,... 

Ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

13 

Pultooa, son of Dunna, Rajpoot, 

Ditto 

ditto 

ditto. 

14 

Gunesh, son of Bbugwao, ? 
Brahmin, ..... ) 

Approver. 


16 

Kunhey, son of Laljoo. Mas-? 

Ditto. 




sulman, ... J 



16 

Badhooa, son of Kb am dee, ditto, 

Died in Saugor Jail. 

17 

Punimna, son of Inaeut, Mus~ \ 

*i?lman... S 

Hung at Saugor 1832. 

18 

Dnlele, son of Saadut, ... 

Died in 

Jabulpore Jail. 

10 

Bhujuna^son Punehum, Mas- ? 
satman, ...> 

In Jabulpore Jail. 



20 Purumas, son of Laljoo, Mas- £ Djed Jabulpore Jail. 

sulnaan, .. ) 

21 Mongol son of Budhoo, Brah- Approyer- 

min, ...... 1 1 * 
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List of the Men of Feringeca’s Gang 
at Bhilsa, beginning of 1830. 


Remarks by Captain 
Sternum* General 
internment * 


W. H. 
Super- 


22 Khoda Buksh, sod of Kaheetn 7 

Khar*, ..............J 

23 Guneslia, sou of Dibeea, Lodheal, 

2i Nowgooa, son of ditto, ..«... 

25 B bug wan, son of Mansa,M«8- ? 

sultnan, ...........-> 

20 Doaluteea, Mussulman,. 

27 Husenn Khan, Mchwatee,. 

2d Madaree, son of Lotun, . 

29 Sudheya, son of Mahomed Ruza, 

30 Tijooa, Mussulman,.... 

31 Gomance, Good, .. 

32 Rumraa, son ofBbug warn Lodbee, 

33 Budulooa, son of Kosul, Lodhee, 

34 Darjuna, adopted of Bhug- / 

wan, Brahmin,.... ) 

35 Duiooa, adopted of Purusram, ? 

Brahmin, ..-.) 

36 Rodhooa, son-in-law of Madaree, 
3 ? Ganesh alias Ltishkureen,K olee, 

38 Bhowinec, adopted of Chotee, 

39 Kesur Khan, son of Aleeyar ? 

Khan, ..•.. > 

40 Gunga* Lodhee, ....•• 


At large. 

Ditto, 

Transported from Saugor. 
Hung at Jubulpore 1830. 

In Ittliulpore tJnil. 

Died in Jubulpore Jail. 
Died in the Saugor Jail. 
Approver. 

In Jubulpore Jail. 

Ditto ditto. 

Died in Jubulpore Jail. 
Approver. 

At large. 

Dead. 

At large. 

Ditto. 

Died in Saugor Jail. 

Hung at Jubulpore 1835. 
Died in SSstnjrnr Jail, 


•» 

List of Zol/ukar and Mahommud 

Remarks by Captain W.lf. 

& 

•c 

Buksh’s Gangs engaged in the 
Bhiisa Affair in 1830. 

Slecman, General Super - 

£ 

£ 

intendent. 


1 Mahormmid Buksh, .. 

2 Lai Mahommed, ........... 

3 AUaba Buksh,.. 

4 Faun Mahomtned, .................. 

5 Nungooa, ... 

6 Dorghuna, brother of Nuogooa, 


Approver. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Died in Saugor Jail. 
Transported. 




























& List of y'ttolfvkar and Muhommud \ fie works by Captain W* 

’g Buksh's < 7 angg engaged in the j i Steeman, General Super - 

j» Bkiha Affair in 1880. j iniendent. 


7 Parteya, Kolee,_....r........... 

1 Zolfukar, Jemadar,.. 

2 Hyat,....,«* 

3 Bhorec,,... 

4 Nljabut, ... 

5 GhoInVi Khan. .. . 

6 Mahasook, Brahmin,.. 

7 Madaree, son of Mutroa, .. 

8 Madaroe, son of Janoa,............ 

9 Kulooa,\..... 

10 Moosa, ...... 

11 Allaba Bukah, son of Jlsurha,... 

1 2 Bhola, son of Puruofina. Kachee, 

13 Purumna, ditto, .. 

14 Gunesha, ditto, .,.. 

15 Faun Khan, son of Khillee, ..... 

16 Kiddera, son of Ghaze©,,......... 

17 Nowab Khan, .. 

18 Budda, ... 

39 Soltana,. 

29 Nungooa, son of I)htm Sing,. 

2L Bodhooa, ditto,..• ••• 

T<£ uorgha, son of Karen,..,.,.; 

23 Surwara, ditto, .... 

24 Ciiidda, son of Kbillco,.. 


Ditto, 

Approver. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Hung at Saugor. 
Approver. 

Tifiuspuiiocl. 

Hung at Jubuipore. 
Ditto ditto. 

Died in Jubuipore Jail. 
Ditto ditto. 
Transported. 

Died in Saugor Jail; 
Transported. 

Approver. 

At large. 

Ditto, since seized. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

At large. 

Hung at Saugor, 
Transported. 

Hung at Saugor. 


W. II. SLEEMAN, 
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APPENDIX Q. 

DHOOMA AFFAIR. 


To CAPTAIN LOW, 

Principal Assistant, Jubulpore. 


Sir, 

I Lave the honor to forward the deposition 
of Lalrnun and others, regarding the murder of twenty 
»*>ven nersons, near Dbooma, about twenty-one years 
ago, and to request ui«„ w j]j do me the favour to 
ascertain from the old residents of Jubulpore, whether 
they have any recollection of the discovery of the bodies, 
and of the arrest of the gang as described. Purumsook 
Mokhfeear must be well acquainted with the circum¬ 
stance, but as he was in league with the Thugs and 
other bad characters of the time, he may be unwilling to 
disclose what be. knows. The approvers state that about 
eighty of the gangs were arrested and confined for some 
months in the fort, and house of the Eeohar Dureeaw Sing. 

(Signed) W. II. SLEEMAN, 

Principal Asst. Agent Govr. Gl. 


The 16 th January, 1833. 


To CAPTAIN LOW, 

Principal Assistant, Jubulpore. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward some papers 
regarding the affair mentioned in my letter of the 16th 
instant. They are the depositions of some men who are 
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acquainted with the circumstances of the case taken 
before the Peshkar, to whom 1 wrote supposing you 
might be absent from Jubulpore. But they contain little 
or nothing regarding the evidence to the discovery of the 
bodies, which is the principal point required; and I 
shall feel obliged if yon will ascertain whether any one 
who saw them is still to be found, 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

PI. Asst. Agent Govr. GenL 


The 23 d January, 1835. 



TVfTiROFtt ftp TRAVELLERS. 


Deposition of Zatfukar Jemadar, (Inaent and 
Lalmahommed, Approver, present.) 

Saugor, 27th December, 1834. 

About twenty -0110 years ago at the time of Mohurruai, 
I, with the following leaders and their gangs, in all about 
three hundred men, were assembled at Chooree la 
Chupara, with intention of proceeding on a Thug expe¬ 
dition. 

Boodhoo Jemadar, who was afterwards trod to death 
under the feet of an Elephant at Jbalone. 

Hingah Jemadar, father of Sheikh Inaent approver, 
who died on a Thug expedition twelve years ago near 
Bhurtpore. 

Khan Sahib, alias Noor Khan, hung at Jubulpore, 1835. 

Khuleel, at Potboreea in Saugor eighteen years ago, 
a year after being released from Nagpore. 

Kurreem, alias Karondee, hung at Saugor. 



Dhurum Khan, hung at Saugor, the stutterer. 

Mohan Brahmin, Purasur (dead), at Dumah. 

Sheikh Nuggoo, hang at Saugor, 1835. 

Mahasookh, approver. 

Muchul, died at home, thirteen years ago, 

Rajek Khan, alias RajaJe, uncle of Zalfukar, hung at 
Jawra, his son Nizamnt, at large. 

Sheikh Inaent, approver. 

Hur Sing Rae -Patuck, died at home, in Sumter, ten 
years ago. 

jflur Sing Rae Tahungooreea, still at large. 

Bhadae, at large, arrested 1835. 

Puhar, died at home seven years ago; bis son lately 
transported from Saugor. 

JLaljoo Sookul, died at home seventeen years ago. 
Snmadba, Brahmin, dead. 

Adhar Jemadar, hung at Saugor, 1833. 

We encamped two days at this place. The second day 
while we were sitting down after performing the con¬ 
cluding ceremonies of the Mohurrum, twenty-seven 
travellers came up (they were Deceits) on tbeir return 
from the Buckcm to the west, and lodged in the Bazar; 
Dhurum Khan brought this intelligence to us and said 
that they had four tattoos laden with cash besides much 
other rich property. 

The next morning the above travellers set out for 
Chupara where they lodged in the Bazar ; we followed 
them and encamped outside of the town. From Chupara 
they proceeded to Lucknadown and we again followed, 
and all lodged in the Bazar. Boodhoo Jemadar, Mus¬ 
sulman,- called himself by the name of Kour Khuluck 
Sing, and went to the shops where the travellers were 
put up, and opened a conversation with them, and won 
their confidence by sayiDg that the road was very dan- 


gerous, and we had all better travel together till we 
could pass through the jungles. They agreed to do so. 
The next morning the following leaders with about one 
hundred and twenty-five Thugs followed the travellers 
while the remainder of our party proceeded towards 
Nutwara, in the valley of the Nerbudda, where the de¬ 
tached party was directed to rejoin them after effecting 
the murder. 

Boodhoo Jemadar. 

Noor Khan, hung at Jubulpore, 1835. 

Hingah Jemadar, father 1 of Sheikh tnaent, approver. 

Khuleel Khan, hang at Saugor, 1832. 

Deponent. 

Inaent. 

II ur Sing* Rae. 

Lolrnun, approver. 

When the detached party with the travellers reached 
the spot where there are two trees in which people tie 
pieces of cloths (called Chitureea Peer and Kunkureea 
Peer), the whole of the travellers were murdered, sixteen 
of them were strangled, and eleven w*ue cot down with 
Tulwars. Their bodies were thrown a little off the road 
and we came on with the booty we obtained from them 
and reached Nutwara. 

List of the Property we obtained from them . 


Gold,.. worth 3,000 Rupees. 

Cloths, .... ....1,500 Rupees. 

Ready Cash,... .8,500 Rupees or9,000 t 


The whole of the booty amounted to about 13,500 
rupees. From Nutwara we went to Kutungee where 
we divided the booty, on division we received 40 rupees 
each. We sent one hundred Thugs with money for 
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our families, and of the rest some proceeded to the East 
nod others in different directions. The undermentioned 
took the route to Jubulpore. 

Boodhoo Jemadar. 

Hinga Jemadar. 

Subhan Jemadar, died sixteen years ago at home. 

Kurrondee Jemadar. 

Khuleel Khan Jemadar. 

Noor Khan Jemadar. 

Mahasookj approver. 

With about eighty other Thugs. I wont tn my Wine, 
The intelligence of the above murder reached Jubui~ 
pore previous to the arrival of onr party, and on their 
arrival the Pundit manager of Jubulpore confined 
them all on suspicion; Khuleel Jemadar had a young 
lad adopted by him. The Pandit Komasdar called 
this lad to him, and asked him who they really wen?, 
and on his denial the Pundit ordered him to be 
tied up to a Bur-tree and flogged with the Zerbond. 
Upon this Khided Jemadar represented to the Pundit 
“ that there was no use in his punishing the boy, and that 
“ he bad better send for some Tulwars and have us all cut 
“ down.*' On hearing this the Pundit called Khuleel to 
him and he confessed all our crimes before him. Boodhoo 
Jemadar offered to give 10,000 rupees to the Pundit as a 
bribe if he would release them. The Pundit accepted 
their offer, but as they were unable to procure the money 
he kept the following Thugs in confinement for six 
months inside the Fort. 

Boodhoo Jfsmadar, Mr. Stockwell’s approver; he 
got his nose and hands cut off three years after at 
Seronge, 

Hinga Jemadar, father of Inaeut, deponent. 

Subhan ditto. 

2 p 
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Murdan ditto, died after his nose and hands had been 
cut off at Serouge. 

Kurrondee, hung at Sangor. 

Two lads, and the undermentioned Thugs were kept 
in confinement in a building called by the name of Bea- 
harka Havelee at Jubulpore. 

After six months we determined to attempt our escape, 
and seven Thugs jumped the Fort wall, Hingah bad his 
back broken, Mnrdan was severely hurt in his legs, and 
the other five got off. The Sepahees of the Fort Guard 
came and took away both the wounded men, and confined 
them again in tbs Fort, 

After the escape of the above five Thugo the Pundit 
sent Khuleel and Murdau iu iTagpoie, and Jiiugah was 
removed from the building to the Fort. Noor Khan 
Jemadar with some of bis party obtained some instru¬ 
ments from Newul Sing Byde, a Thug, and cut the irons 
ami broke open one of the windows of the building, and 
while it was raining slightly they effected their escape. 

When the whole of our party had escaped, the Raja of 
Htgpoor released Khuleel, Mardan, Hingah and the 
others who had been sent to him. The bodies of twenty- 
seven victims were eaten by the animals of the jungle. 

Gyan Sing, late a prisoner in the Saugor Jail, released 
after fourteen years imprisonment, was saying while here, 
that some of his relations had been murdered by the Thugs 
among a party of twenty-seven at Dhooma, and these 
must have been the men. 

A Pundit also saw the bodies while passing by that 
way from Nagpoor. 

The following are the approvers who were concerned 
in the above affair: 

The Deponent. 

Inaent, 
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Lallmnn. 

Peer Mahomed. 

Sahoo. 

Imamee, son of J'oomun. 

Mabasookh, 

Punobee. 

Knnbae, son of Laljoo. 

Mnngtii Brahmin. „ 

Blosl of the Thugs who were concerned in this affair 
have died and the others been disposed of. Should there 
be any in the Sangor Jail I can point them out. 

Many of the Nnjeebs are acquainted with this affair. 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

General Superintendent. 


Deposition of Purumsookh, 29 th March, 1835 . 

I recollect that about the year 1868 or 1869 Scmbut, 
this affair took place; 1 was at that time under tbs Rajah 
Rughoojee Punj of the Adawiut, A boy by caste a Gosaen, 
who had been saved from the murdered party, came to 
Jubulpore, and saw the Thugs who had murdered bis 
parly selling the gold and silver lace in the Jubnlpor© 
bazar. He came to the Adawiut and complained to Lalia 
Ramchund Fauj, and stated that bis companions had all 
been killed by these men, and that the murderers were 
then in the town and might be arrested. He sent five or 
six persons to watch them and went to report to Bulajie 
Pundit, the Subah of Jubulpore who ordered Dhoneeraj- 
nana Besaldar, who is now at. Laleya in this district, and 
Khan Mahomraed Khan, now Cotwal ofSaugor, to go 
with their Resalahs and seize the Thugs who were then 
in the Beohar’s grove. The Thugs at that time had 





assembled a party of dancing girls, and were engaged in 
looking at their dancing; but hearing of the preparations 
for their arrest, they made off towards Kutungee. The 
Kesaldars reached the Beohar’s grove, but not finding the 
Thugs they pursued them on the Kutungee roan, and 
arrested about forty of them. The Subah confined these 
men in the Fort and the house of the Beohar: four of 
their principal leaders were confined in a bastion of the 
Fort. They leaped down from this place four or five 
days after, and one of them hurt, his back bone, and being- 
heard they were all four retaken. These four were kept 
in the Fort, the others all in the Beohar’s house ; a month 
after all those in the Beohar’s house made their escape by 
cutting though the wall, and they were searched for by 
the Sowars in vain. The four men confined in the Fort 
■were sent to Nagpore with the lad whose life had been 
saved. What became of them 1 know not; their property 
to a very large amount was confiscated by the Subah, and 
the assets arising from the sale were carried to the 
account of the Nagpore Government. The gang of 
Thugs had been five or six days in the Beohar’s garden 
in the guise of travellers. The property confiscated was 
sold through me, but I never sold property for the Thugs 
themselves. 

The boy said that the party belonging to him consisted 
of twelve Hindoos ; that seven out of these were killed 
before his face, and the other five must have perish¬ 
ed with the crowd of other travellers at some distance. 
I did not see the bodies, nor were they brought to 
Juhulpore, nor was any’ body sent to see them that I 

fft 

recollect. 

(Signed) W. H. S LEE MAN, 

General Superintendent, 




Ur zee of Moohsim Alee Mootsuddee, employed in 
investigating the affair at Dhooma, Inc,, enclosing a 
Kyfeut of investigation relative to the murder of twenty 
seven travellers, at the boundary of the village Dhoonta, 
Purgunnah Birgee Zillah of Seonee Chvparah. 

On the 6th April 1835 Isher Alee, Lance Naick of 
Nujeebs, and Uuggun Khan Nujeeb, reached the 
Tuhseeldaree of the village of Dhooma. The Tuhseeldar 
was absent, investigating some other affair. Therefore 
we showed our Purwana to Nobut Raee accountant. 
He assembled all those from among the villagers who 
were most experienced, but these even could supply 
no information, till at last one Kunhie Brazier, &c. stated 
as follows: In the Sumbut I8G8 or 1869, as I was 

« coming from Jubuipore with ten or twelve others (not 
“ one of whom is now living) to my home at Luekna- 
“ down, we perceived, at the outskirts of Dhooma, and 
“ some three kos from the village on the north, four or 
“ five corpses with the legs, heads and arms severed from 
«« the bodies : birds and beasts of prey were devouring them, 
“ and four pair of shoes were lying by. Of other travellers 
<< w ho Wfere passing by I heard that twenty-two or tvrenty- 
“ five travellers had been there murdered by Thugs, and 
“ that their bodies were lying about all over that neigh- 
“ bourhood. This statement confimed my own obser- 
“ vations.” 

This man’s information ended here, and it was supported 
by the deposition of Jowahir Sing Putwaree or writer of 
the village of Khoorsee Par Purgunah Birgee, who 
spoke as follows : During the reign of Ghoosla, Bajak of 
Nagpore, I was in service in the Thanna of Dhooma. 
On my return once from leave to a visit to my home, 
Ramchund Pundit, who was then AmiL of the village, 


told me that twenty horse merchants had been lately 
proceeding from Nagpore towards Hindoostan, That 
they had been inveigled into junction with a body of 
seventy-five Thugs, and that by these villains, of the 
twenty travellers, nineteen bad been murdered near a 
Bur tree between the villages of Dhooma and Seinee. 
The twentieth escaping by the following circumstances. 
He had quitted his party upon the urgent offices of na¬ 
ture. when be heard an outcry as of human voices, and 
in terror climbed a tree to discover its cause. Here he 
beheld the Thugs who had accompanied them strangling 
the remaining nineteen of bis party, and afterwards 
beheading them. He further saw that after having appro¬ 
priated the cattle and effects of their victims they took 
the road to Jubulpore. 

Having reached the garden of Duriao Sing Beohar, 
they balled. The solitary horse merchant, who had alone 
escaped, had in the mean time descended from the tree, 
and took the road to Jubulpore. On reaching the above- 
mentioned garden he beheld the Thugs engaged with 
nautches and revelry. He then repaired to the Soohab 
Neelkhet, and entreated him to canse their seizure, 
relating at the same time the above detailed events. 

The Soobah Neelkhet thereupon called a Resaldar 
of . horse, whom he directed to take with him a body of 
troopers and seize the Thugs alluded to. But ere the 
horsemen could arrive, the villains had got news of their 
movements and had made off in the direction of Katan- 
gee. But the Sowars pursued so promptly and so closely 
that they seized them at Katungee and thence conveyed 
them hack to Jubulpore, where they were confined in 
the house of Duriao Sing Beohar aforesaid. They al¬ 
leged that they were servants of Rughoo Jee, Raja of 
Nagpore; and that they paid tribute to that sovereign 


on account and from the proceeds of Thuggee. Two 
months subsequently they all escaped from their con¬ 
finement in the house of the above Beohar. 

The Urzee of Rambuksb, acting Tuhseeidar, corro¬ 
borates the above Kyfieut, as does that of IS obut Rae 
accountant, but these latter Urzees furnish no sort of new 
data connected with the murder of the nineteen horse 
merchants near Dhooina. 

The Izars of Kunbie. Brazier and of Jowahir Sing 
writer, and Ram Sing Chuprasse, go to confirm the facts 
recorded in the above Kyfieut, but like the Urzees above 
specified, these supply no additional information. 

(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 

Genl. Supdt. 



APPENDIX li. 


MURDER OF NOWAB SUBJEE KHAN. 


To L. WILKINSON, Esquire, 

Political Agent , Bhopaul. 

SlR, 

I have the honor to forward the deposition 
of Sheikh Inaent regarding the murder of a person said 
to have been related to the Bhopaul family, on his way 
from Hydrabad to Bhopaul ; and request that you will 
(should you be able to discover,) let me know whether 
any such person disappeared about that time. It must 
have been as early as 1803 or 1804, I should think, from 
the age of the deponent. 

(Signed) 

The S/A July, 1835. 

% 


W. B. SLEEMAN. 





Deposition of Sheikh Inaent, 3d July, 1835, before 
Captain Sleeman. 

Thirty-six or thirty-seven years ago in the cold season, 
either January or February, I was with a gang' of eighty 
or ninety Thugs, under Khuleel Khan and seven other 
Jemadars, in the Duckun: it was my first expedition in 
which I accompanied iny father, and I was then sixteen or 
seventeen years of age. ’Weoame toEIichpore, and lodged 
near the Mausoleum outside the town. Gumboo and Laljoo 
Jemadars went iuto the Bazar and there fell in with the 
Grooms of Nowab Subjee Khan, who called himself the 
Uncle of the Nowab of Bhopal, Wuzeer Mahomed Khan. 
They learnt from the Grooms that the Nowab had been 
with his son in the service of the Nizam of IJydrabad 
with two hundred horse; and having quarrelled with his 
son was on his way hack to Bhopaul, and lodged in a house 
in the town. They came back and reported, and Dulele 
Khan and Khuleel Khan Jemadars and others went to 
the Nowab, and told him that they had been to the 
Duckun with horses, and having sold them were on their 
return to their homes at Furruckabad, through Bhopaul. 
They visited him again the next day, and having- won his 
confidence, he set out with us for Bhopaul the day follow¬ 
ing : be had two Grooms, two Troopers, and a Slave 
Girl with him, and two horses, and a mare with a wound 
in the neck, and a pony laden with his property ; he- 
told us that lie g'ot the name of Subjee Khan from the 
quantity of Bbung or Subjee that he used ; and that he 
was now known by no other, and that he and his son with 
two hundred of their horse were in service at Hydrabad; 
that one of the horses covered the mare he had with him, 
at which his son was so much enraged that he drew bis 
sword and inflicted the wound we saw on her neck ; he 
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syot angry with his son and so much annoyed, that he 
left him there with all the horses and property, save 
what they saw with him, and was on his way home to 
Bhopaul. 

He came on with the gang three stages, during which 
no opportunity could be found to kill him ; the tbitd day 
we encamped at Dhoba, and leaving that place in the 
morning we came about nine o’clock to a very extensive 
jungle ; on reaching a nalab in this jungle, Kbuleel said, 

“ Khan Sahib, we had better rest and take some refresh¬ 
ment here;” he said “very well, I will take my S nbjee 
here” and dismounted, and having put aside bis sword and 
shield, he spread his carpet and sat down. The horses 
were tied to trees ; and the slave girl was preparing his 
Subjee, when Dulele Khan and Khuleei went and sat 
down by his side to partake of his Subjee. It had been 
determined to kill the Chief first, for if he should be put 
on his guard by the attempt to kill all at once, it was 
fWed that he would cat down some of the gang and get 
off. Accordingly T.aljoo went also and sat down by the 
Jfowab and Gomanee went and stood near, and pretend¬ 
ed to be interested in the conversation. When they found 
him excited by the conversation, and off his guard, they 
fell upon him and strangled him ; Laljoo and Dulele Khan 
held his legs, while Gomanee strangled him; the girl had 
not prepared the Subjee; as soon as the others saw 
that the Nowab Sahib was down and overpowered, they 
fell upon all his attendants and strangled them. I recollect 
that Namdar and Dowlut were two of the men employed 
to strangle the others ; bat who the rest were I know 
not. The bodies were all buried under stones in the nalah, 
but I did not see the grave, nor could they be now found 
after so long a time. We got from them two horses, a 
mare and a pony, a gold bracelet, twenty-five gold coins, 

S G 
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and fifty rupees and some cloths, and a very handsome 
bird cage ; Khulele Khan got one of the horses, Dulele 
and Gungoo got the mare, my father got a horse, and 
Gomanee and Laljoo the pony, Dulele sold the mare 
at Omrowtee and my father his horse at Borhanpore. 
Khuleel sent his horse home, and Gomanee kept the 
pony for many years. Gomanee got also a valuable shield 
which he sold at Elichpore for eight rupees, aud the 
people said, that it was sold too cheaply to have been 
honestly obtained. Gomanee hearing this made off with¬ 
out. talcing- the money nnH came to us r the people pursued 
him, but we concealed him under some housings. As soon 
as the search was over we made off, and afterwards on 
coming to Elichpore we heard that great search was 
being made for the Nowab Subjee Khan, and left that 
part of the country. 


(Signed) W. H. SLEEMAN, 


General Superintendent. 


To CAPTAIN SLEEMAN, 

General Superintendent . 

Sir, 

I have the honor of acknowledging- the 
receipt of your letter dated Sth July, containing the 
deposition of Sheikh luaeat Thug. The accompanying 
depositions received from Bhopaul fully confirm the truth 
of this main's statements, 

(Signed) L. WILKINSON, 

Political Agent . 

Sehore, the 27 tk July, 1835. 
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Vrsee of Mlrza Amjud Beg, the Wukeel of Bhopaul, to 

Mr. Wilkinson, Political Agent, 25th July, 1835. 

Received ivith Mr. Wilkinson's letter of the 27 th 
July, 1835* 

On receipt of your order tome to ascertain whether any 
such persons as are stated to have been killed in the 
deposition of Sheikh Inaent of the 3d of July before 
Captain Sleeman, disappeared about that time, I wrote 
to Rajah Khoshwukt Rae, the Bhopal Minister, who has 
forwarded to me the deposition of Sultan Khan Afghan, an 
old resident of Bhopaul, from which it appears that about 
thirtv-five years ago Subjee Khan, the man named, was 
the son of Shere Khan, who was a near relation of No watt 
"W uzeer Mahomed Khan, the late Nowab of Bhopaul, and 
resident of Bhopaul. He was called Subjee Khan, 83 
stated by Inaent, in consequence of the quantity of Subjee 
or inebriating drug he drank. He was i» service at 
Hydrabad with Gholaum Hyder Khan his son ; he became 
annoyed with his son, and left Hydrabad on his return 
home with some followers and property laden upon ponies, 
and on the road was murdered by Thugs. When his son 
came home, and found that his father, who had set out 
long before him, had not returned home, he got two hun¬ 
dred rupees, and with four attendants set out in search 
of him. He went to Nagpore and Elichpore, and found 
traces of his father to the last place, but could find no 
trace of him beyond it. 

Deposition of Sooltan Khan., son of Kadir Kin™, 24 
Rabee-ol-awul 1251 Hijeree 

Thirty-five years, ago or more Gholam Hyder Khan 
and his father Subjee Khan were in service at Hydrabad, 
and when Hyder Khan came back lie stated that his 
father had left Hydrabad six months before in anger with 
him, and apprehended that his anger had prevented his 
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returning home, and induced him to remain in service on 
the road; he got two hundred rupees, and set out in 
search of his father with four attendants ; he found traces 
of him to Elichpore and no further. 

Question .—Did ho use much Subjee or Bhung ? 
Answer. Subjee Khan used a great deal of that drug ! 
and he got the name in Consequence, and I never knew 
him by any other ! Question Was he related to the 
Nowab ? Answer. He was the uncle of Nowab Wuzeer 
Mahomud, but not the brother of his mother or father ! 
Question. Did the son mention the names of the people 
who accompanied his father or the property he took with 
him ? Answer. He did not ! Twelve years ago when 
1 was hi service there 1 saw Golanm Hyder Khan at Elich¬ 
pore with his mother—-where he is now. I know not. 


(Signed) L. WILKINSON. 



APPENDIX S. 


To CAPTAIN RAMSAY, 

Assistant General Superintendent, Chupra. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward the deposition 
of a man now in the Jabulpore Jail, by name Uujub, and 
to request that you will have the goodness to ascertain, if 
possible, from Mr. Pringle, of the Civil Service (the 
person, i presume, the deponent means) what truth 
there may be in his statement. 


I have, &c. 


(Signed) W. ET. SLEEMAN, Genl Supt. 

Camp Gioalior, Genl. Suptt's. Office 1 
The %5d December, 1835. '} 




Deposition of Rttjiib approver , regarding the murder of 

ike Mussalchee of Mr* Pringle* taken before Lieute¬ 
nant CV Brown 30 th November , 1835, at Jubulpore . 

N, B, The deponent yas not present at the murder, 

I heard from Niarnut Khan aud Madaree, (both dead), 
Moosahib Khan (at large,) Peerbuksh and others, that 
they murdered the Mussalchee of Mr, Pringle, near 
Koonjie, in the Patna district. The Mussalchee had been 
to Calcutta with some Gentleman, and was returning 
from thence. The body was thrown into the river 
Ganges. After the murder, the Thugs went to the 
godown or grog-shop, and there got drunk, when a 
dispute arose, upon which Ghasee Khan Jemadar, Doo- 
keea, Man Khan, and Joteea, (the latter is Chuprassee 
with Mr. Pringle at present,) gave information of the 
murder and thuso concerned were arrested, and taken 
before the Court at Chuprab. After the depositions had 
been taken, the case was made over to Mr. Elliot, the 
Commissioner. The property of the murdered Mussal¬ 
chee was produced in Court, and his wife came forward 
to recognize it. Mr. Elliot told her that if she did not 
speak the truth she would be punished, upon which she 
took fright and would say nothing, although she knew 
the property to be that of her husband's. The wife of 
the Mussalchee is still at Cbuprah. There was no 
evidence but the depositions of the approvers, and the 
case was not proved, and the approvers were sentenced 
to fifteen lashes, five years' imprisonment, and to be 
taken round the City mounted upon asses for five days. 
The rest of the Thugs were released. Mr. Elliot the 
Commissioner told the Nazir of the Court who had 
arrested the Thugs, that he was ruining the country by 
seizing innocent people, and sentenced him to fourteen 


,>At large. 
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years’ imprisonment; when in confinement the Nasir 
swallowed some pieces of diamond by which he caused 
his death. The following Thugs, I think, were present 
at the murder : 

Incha, 

Ghasee Khan, 

Khyroo Khan, 

Dookeea, 

Moosahib Khan., 

Shumshera, 

Jootoea, 

Seochurn, whose name I forgot to mention in my list. 

Man Khan, ^ 

Jan fiuksb, f 

V i 

Madaree, 

Neamnt Khau, 

Silwunt, 

•In the Jubulpore Jail, 


Dead. 


Peer Buksh, 
Bikaree, 


.,v 

(A true Translation), 

(Signed) C. BROWN, 

Asst. Genl. Supt. 

(True Copies,) 

W. H. SLEEMAN, 

Genl. Supt. 


To CAPTAIN W. H. SLEEMAN, 

General Superintendent. 

SiK, 

I have now the honor to forward the reply 
I received from Mr, Pringle, of the Civil Service, regard¬ 
ing the murder of his Mussalchee. * 






wmr# 
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Most of those mentioned in your communication of 
the 23d December, have been tried and acquitted, 
consequently cannot be again committed for the same 
charge. 

T have, &c. 

(Signed) W. M. RAMSAY, 

Assi. Genl. Supt. 


Camp Chupra, Office of the A. G. S. 
the 23d February, 1830. 


} 


To LIEUl'E^f AMT RAMSAY, 

Asst. Genl . Supt. 


Sir, 

My time has been so much occupied since 
the receipt of your letter of the 20th ultimo, with its 
enclosure, from Captain Sleeman, in arranging to make 
over charge of the office of Civil aud Session Judge to 
Mr. Davidson, that I have not until now been able to 
reply to it; aud the accident which I have since met 
with, in fracturing my collar bone, will prevent me from 
entering into the subject of it at present so fully as I 
could wish, and as I shall yet do ; but the accompanying 
Extract from a Report, which I addressed to the Super¬ 
intendent. of Police in the Lower Provinces on the 9th of 
May 1827, will furnish you with most of the particulars 
of the case of Thuggee, which the General Superinten¬ 
dent has enquired about, and with the list of persons 
then apprehended which is attached to it, will furnish to 
you all the information I could then collect, regarding 
the crime of Thuggee and the gang of Thugs in the 
district, together with the particulars of my operations 
against them, which at that time promised so well, but 



which were subsequently baffled by Mr. Elliot the Circuit 
Judge ; for the Thugs were acquitted by him and the man 
I deputed, and who was so active in apprehending them, 
was not only imprisoned but sentenced to exposure on an 
ass and corporal punishment. My own conduct was 
visited with the severest censure; and both the Govern¬ 
ment and Nizamui Adawlut were led into a belief, that 
there was no such gang of Thugs, and that the crime, 
if it existed at all, was very limited in its extent. 

2d. My report will shew that the approver's state¬ 
ment received from you is not quite correct, which indeed 
could hardly be expected, ae he bad bis information from 
another person; but one part of it in particular I am 
happy to observe is not true, as you yourself are aware, 
for you have seen Nazir Abdool Ullee alive, and though 
I fear he has not long to live, from the effects of bad 
health produced by the cruel treatment which he expe¬ 
rienced, still I hope he will live long enough to obtain 
justice, by having the value of his services acknowledged 
by Government, and the Declaration dated the 28th of 
February 1829, that he was incapable of serving Go¬ 
vernment in any public capacity in future, cancelled; 
for myself it is quite enough to know, that all I then 
brought to light has proved to be true, aud much more, 
though it is melancholy to reflect on the loss of human 
life, which might have been prevented, had I obtained 
credit for my assertions, and been allowed to prosecute 
the researches which I had so successfully commenced 
more than eight years ago; and which must have speedily 
led to an exposure of the extensive existence of the 
crime of Thuggee, and to the apprehension of many of 
the Thugs themselves. 

3d. The accompanying copy of a Kuhukaree address¬ 
ed to me on the 25th of April 1827, by Mr, Fleming, the 
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Circuit Judge, to whom the Thugs were first committed 
by me for trial, will shew the state of the case when he 
postponed it for further enquiry and evidence, and the 
accompanying Extract (para. 11.) from his letter dated 
(10th of that month, will shew the estimation in which all 
os what I had done was held by him. The accompanying 
Extract too, from the Orders of Government communi¬ 
cated to the Superintendent of Police, under date the 
oth of July 182.', shews that my report addressed to him 
informing him of all the measures I had adopted, had 
been received with satisfaction. 

4th. I shall, as soon as I possibly can, furnish to you 
the rest of the details of this extraordinary case; and in 
the mean time I beg leave to furnish to you a list of 
Thngs, which I prepared in 1828, with their relation¬ 
ships and intermarriages, and which I trust will prove 
useful to you in the highly beneficial work in which you 
pro engaged. Y ou «ro already in possession of most of 
its details, having got a paper f rnril 

it by Mr. Luke, the Joint Magistrate of this District, to 
whom and to any other Magistrate or Joint Magistrate 
who wished it, I always with pleasure gave permission to 
take a copy, but I have now revised it and added a few 
additional particulars which will render it plainer, aud 
more easy to refer to. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) W. A. PRINGLE, 

Sessions Judge . 

Zillah Sarun, the 3 d February, 183(5. 


(True Copy,) 

(Signed) W. M. RAMSAY, 

Asst. Genl. Sujtf, 


2 H 


Extract of a letter from file Magistrate of Sarun to 

the Superintendent of Police in the Lower Provinces , 

dated 9 tk of Mag, 1827. 

Para.—15th. The other ease of highway robbery atten ¬ 
ded with murder was as follows. Two of my servants, 
on their way from Calcutta, where they have been with me, 
were ascertained to have come as far as Bankipore near 
Patna; but no more was heard of them for more than a 
week, and I found out on enquiry, that the road between 
Cheeran and Sheirpore Ghaut, ^ little above Dinapore, 
which is very lonely, being covei^d a good deal with 
water in the rains, was reckoned unsaid, and infested with 
Robbers. 

16th. I knew the inhabitants of the Thannahs through 
which it passOvS, to bear rather a bad character for 
plunder, particularly of boats, as is stated above, and 
was convinced that the men had murdered, arm 
many nfhpr<i mnst IiavA shared the same late. A.s it was 
impossible that such crimes could have been committed, 
and never heard of, without the connivance and gross 
negligence of’the Police Officers of Qooltingunge and 
Cusmer, I suspended them all, (with the exception of 
the Darogah of Cusmer, who had lately been appointed 
and apprehended the Dacoits in the foregoing case) and 
sent other officers to take charge of the Thanmihs, with 
a party of Burk undazes and Chowkeedars, under the 
Darogah of the Town of Chupra, wfkm I pat over the 
whole. 

17th. The above party succeeded i.i apprehending 
six persons going in a body, with property on them, 
proved to have belonged to the people who were missing; 
also a quantity of property, evidently ebtaiaed by plun¬ 
der, and cords, knives and khoopees, such as grass 
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cutter's use, but which Thugs also use to bury bodies and 
property, being the most portable instruments for doing so. 

18lh. Mr. Fleming who happened to arrive at this 
station to hold the sessions there very kindly informed me, 
that he had lately tried a case of Thuggee at Goruckpore 
in which there was no doubt that some of the persons 
concerned were inhabitants o£, this district; and he also 
was so good as to give me a perusal of his Rooeedad or 
summing up of the case, from which and from further 
information received from him I found that there was a 
large gang of Thugs in this district, where it joins to 
Goruckpore, that they had been there, and carried on 
their depredations to an enormous extent and to a great 
distance, from generation to generation, with the utmost 
boldness, and hardly any molestation; and that five of 
the six apprehended belonged to the gang, and that one 
was a notorious sirdar, his son was taken with him, and 
his father and one brother have been takeu since. Another 
brother named Shitaub Khan, is still at large, and is I 
believe at present with Sheikh Amee, son of Chund, who 
was concerned in the late murder of the Sipahees in 
Goruckpore, for which two of the gang were lately bang¬ 
ed, and a third brother ueutied Mosahib. is at present in 
the Goruckpore Jail, having been convicted of highway 
robbery attended with murder. Another of the persons 
apprehended is Buxoo, son of Jeeun Khan, and both 
father and son were imprisoned on the above murder. All 
this I have traced from the information given to me by 
Mr. Fleming, for notwithstanding its being known to the * 
Magistrate of Goruckpore that the above persons were 
inhabitants of this zillah, no communication regarding 
them was made to ine ; what the consequence of such 
unaccountable want of co-opemtion might have been, I 
need not point out. 







20th. They appear quite independent, of the “ Seear- 
murwas’' of Burraitch, and were evidently unknown 
when the late Mr. John T. Shakes pear wrote his report 
on Buddeek and Thug’s. How much further their depre¬ 
dations extend, it is difficult at present to say; but so 
far I am certain, that they infest the districts of Goruck- 
pore, Ghazeepore, Benares, Juanpore, Mirzapore, Tir- 
hoot, Patna, Bebar, Shahabad, and perhaps Bhagulpore 
and Rnmghur ; and that many crimes attributed to the 
Seearmurwas of Burraitch have been perpetrated by 
them appears certain. 

21 st The records of this office prior to 180.9 are so 
very defective and confused, that I could not discover 
any account of this gang from them ; but I found that in 
1810, in consequence of information given by Khodabux 
Khan, sixteen of the gang were apprehended, as being 
notorious robbers, but after on examination were all re¬ 
leased in consequence of numerous witnesses, rtiost of 
whom belonged to the gang, declaring them to be men of 
good character, and highly respectable; and I believe 
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every man in the district would have said the same 
thing, for no man’s life was safe a moment who dared to 
inform against them; but independant of what is con¬ 
tained in the present enquiry, the bad character of many 
that were then apprehended has been subsequently 
proved. One of them named Syfoo Khan was a Goinda 
many years afterwards, having first, in conjunction with 
snne others of the gang, murdered the above- Khod'^ux 
Khan the informer. In consequence «*' information 
given by Syfoo, the murder which took place last year in 
Tirhoot was discovered, and he died shortly afterwards. 
I need not in this place state any more to shew that the 
terror in which the gong - «'«*» UulJ by people of all classes, 
prevented iiiforpiation being given, against them, in¬ 
creased no doubt by the above sixteen persons being all 
released. 

22d. In 1814, fifteen of the gang were taken in the 
Behar district, in consequence of a murder which was 
committed at Pandaruck near Bar, but in consequence 
of want of proof against them, they were all pat on 
security for good behaviour. Eleven gave security, and 
were afterwards released by the Commissioner, under 
the provisions of Reg. S of 1818. An account ol this 
murder will be found in your offioe. 

23d. In the end of 1814 five of the gang were appre¬ 
hended in consequence of information given on oath 
by the above informer Khodabux Kban, Ullum Noor- 
bauf, and Hitcba Pasban, but were released in conse¬ 
quence of some of the gang coming forward, and giving 
them good characters ; and Khodabux Khan was impri¬ 
soned three months, and a Mochulka of St. Rs. 100 was 
taken from Khodabux, and a Mochulka of St. Rs. 50 
from each of the others, binding them to give no such 
information (apparently false) in future. 
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24th. It would have been well for Ivhodabus, if he 
had conformed to this, and relinquished his hopeless 
trade of informing against them, but a few years after¬ 
wards he again volunteered his services iu Zill ah 
Goruekpore, to hunt some of them down, and was 
murdered by them. The murder was proved against he 
gang, and some of them, I believe, are in Jail for it now. 
uiu.ni Noorbauf wisely quitted the country shortly after 
undergoing Kl« punishment, as related in the foregoing 
para., and has not been heard of since. 

25th- In 1821, one of the gang named Muddaree^was 
taken up and tried for throwing a uoose ove a man’s 
head, which stuck on his m»au, and cut it. He was 
committed, and the case was referred by the Court of 
Circuit to the Sudder Nizamut Adawlut, but he was 
acquitted in consequence of a slight discrepancy iu the 
evidence. 

26lh. In 1824 Bucktawur Khan, one of the gang who 
was formerly taken and released in 1810, was again 
apprehended, in consequence of information given by a 
person named Ujjoodhea Roy, but the Magistrate con¬ 
sidering them both equally had, ordered them both to 
find security for six months, in the amount of a hundred 
rupees. A great deal of suspicions property which w r as 
found on Buktawur was confiscated, but he was able to 
give security and was released, while the unfortunate 
informer was imprisoned six months, not being able to 
find security. 

27th. In the end of 1828, one of the gang named 
Shumshair Khan, was apprehended for being with 
nearly fifty followers, on the bank of the river Dewa 
at Manjhee, for some days, and being suspected by the 
Darogah of having come there for nothing but plunder. 
The followers immediately dispersed. Nothing could be 
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proved against Shmnshair, and in 1826 he was released 
by order of the Circuit Judge. 

28th. Thus. it. appears, that in two instances, the in¬ 
formers were punished and the accused got oft, and one 
informer met his death by persisting in acting against 
the gang. It is not therefore to be wondered at that no 
other person has since dareo to come forward against 
them until now. Ore any of the above occasions of part 
of the gang being taken, the whole might have been 
brought to light, as it is now, if the investigation had 
gone further and confidence had been given to people to 
come forward, and if there had been any idea of the 
existence of the gang, but I hope the time is now over 
when no one dared to oppose or give information against 

them. 

29tb. After an attentive perusal of the trials above 
alluded to, and obtaining a good deal more information 
respecting the haunts and proceedings of the gang, I 
sent the Darogab of Chnpra with a party, and an order 
to Baboo Chutterdharee ofSaubys, on whose estate most 
of the gang resided, to give every assistance the Darogah 
might require. I gave the Darogah a list of persons to be 
apprehended, and searched, and power to apprehend and 
search others who might be strongly suspected of belong¬ 
ing to the gang. , r t u 

30th. The measure has been very successful, as the 

annexed list of persons apprehended will shew ; and 
although it will probably be difficult to prove any thing 
farther than notorious bad character against most of 
them, still the gang will not soon recover from the blow 
they have now received, and T hope to prove enough to 
shew, that very few that, have been taken, can with saiety 
to the community be released. 
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3lst. To return to the case of highway robbery—I 
committed the six; who were first taken and.five others 
against whom three persons afterwards deposed. 1 fear 
1 was a little loo hasty, in admitting those three persons 
as witnesses. That they were themselves a part of the 
gang', 1 had no doubt, but still from the evidence they 
gave before me, and in the want of all proof of their 
being concerned, I took their evidence on oath, and com¬ 
mitted the case for trial. 

32d. It has been postponed to the next Sessions, and 
1 hope betore that time to be able to get. more evidence 
against the prisoners. Most of the gang, I believe, that 
were at their homes when the Darogah of Chupra was sent 
against them, have been taken. A number of them who 
were out on predatory excursions will return when the 
rains set in, and many of those who fled on the approach, 
of the Darogah will probably return also at that time. 

I therefore remain quiet till then, when l hope to make 
uuother successful attack on them, and in the mean time 
I am not without hope of apprehending Arnee and Shitab 
•Kiian, mentioned in the 18th paragraph of this Report. 



List of the Gang of Thugs talcen Zillah Sarun, in 1827 . 


Nos. 


Names and Father's 
Names. 


Cast and Age. 


Residence. 


Remarks. 


1 Niamut Khan, son of 

Kamzan Khan, . * Pythan, 5 years, Mouza Sumunkhur, Per- 

gunnah Kooaree, Zillah 

Sarun, ... Was apprehended with his son, No. 2, ana five 

others, with property belonging to the man missing, 
md other suspicious property. Is a Sirdar of the 
rang. The person^ apprehended in the Goruqkpore 
case of the murder of the Sipahees were taken at a 
feast given by them on the marriage of his son, No. 2. 
Niamut first ou being questioned stated himself to 
be the son of Maharban Khan. He with his father, 
No. 12, and his brother, No 7, were taken in 1810, 
tide para. 12. His whole family are professed 
robbers though apparently they live by agriculture. 
Fully committed for trial. 
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Nos. 


Names and Father's 
Names « 

Cast and Age . 

Residence. 

Remarks. 

Maddaree Khan, Py. 
than, son of Nia- 
mut Khan* *_. 

Pc 1 Q t?/> <v 

Mouza Sumnaookhur, Per 
gunnah Kooaree, Zillah 
Saruu, .. . 


Bax, son of Sheikh 
Shureef, 

* j iwauj yevirzi 

Was apprehended with his father, No. I, and seems 
t> hare been in a fair way of becoming well qualified 
to succeed him. He had property belonging to the 
missing men on him, and other suspicious property 
•yhen taken. Fully commuted for trial 


•jiiriiiii Or Mr y- 

than, 30 years, 

Pur§eea,Pergumitih Nowa- 
par, Zillah Goruekpore, 

This man was taken with the two foregoing, and 


stated liimseif to be son of Shurreef, but his mother 
was married after the death of Shurreef to Jeem Khan, 
when Buxoo was six months old, and he has always 
been considered his son, both Jeem Khan and Buxoo 
were concerned in the Goruekpore murder of the 
Sipahees* Buxoo had a bundle when taken, which 
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of the gang. Fully committed for trial. 




irnisr^ 



® Shew Churun, *on of 

Ghianaw* ........ Doosaud, 30 

Kars, .. 


f Bucktawur Khan, son 

of Kamzan Khan, Py than, 50 years, 


Mouzah Kooaree, Pergfun- 
nah Phoolwaree, City of 

Patna, This man must have joined the gang very lately— he 

was a watchman near Patna till about a month before 
he wis taken with all the foregoing* but cannot give 
any iceouat of himself during that time. He was 
while taken carrying the bundle of Buxoo, No. 3, and 

a bloody cloth was in it, which witnesses-- ■■■« 

belonged to the persons missing, but which he said 
was his own. Fully committed. 


Mouzah Peephrahe, Per- 
gunnah Kooaree, Zii- 

lah S^run, This man denies that he is the son of Ramzan, 

No. 12 , but there is no doubt of it, and of his being a 
Sirdar of the gang 5 (vide Remarks on No. 1;) was ap¬ 
prehended in 1810 and 1824 (vide paras. 21 and 26 of 
this Report) was committed for trial on evidence, 
mentioned in para. 31 of this Report. 
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8 Tooraub Khan, son of 

Backtawur Khan, Py than, 22 years, Mouzah Peephrahe, Per- 


gunnah Kooarce, Zillah 

• Sarun, * *•••••••••••« 

9 Maddaree Khan, 2d 
son of Hitchan 

Khan, . Pythaa, 35 years, Mouzah Peephrahe, Per- 

guimah Kooaree, Zillah 
Sarun, **»*«•»»*••••« 


10 Hiteha Khan, son of 

Kauderbux Khan, Pythan,40 years, Mouzah Jugdispore, Pe*- 

gunnah Kooaree, Zillaa 
Sarun, 


Sou of the foregoing, and also committed on the 
same evidence. 


This man was taken in 1821 (vide para. 25 of this 
Report) and is a notorious Thug. Committed on the 
same evidence. 


This is a Sirdar of the gang; and cards, knives, 
khoorpies, and an immense quantity of property, evi¬ 
dently stolen from some Bengalee Pedlar, was found 
in his house, and other property evidently obtained by 
plunder. A son of his is in Jail for highway robbery 
at Goruckpore. Committed on the above evidence. 





Nos. 


Names and Father's 




Names, 

Cast and Age. 

Residence . 

Remarks . 


H Sheikh GoJatib, alias 
Madarbux Khan, 


son of Sheikh 

Jummaet,...* Sheikh, 46 years, Mouzah Rugghoonaulb- 

pore, Pergmmah Burra, 

Zillah Saruu, This is a Jemadar of the gang, was apprehended in 

1814 (vide page 23 of (his Report. Committed on the 
evidence. 

12 Ramzan Khan, son of 

Musnud Khan,... * Py than, 70 years, Mouzah Summookhur.Per- 

gunaah Kooaree, Zillah 

Saraa, . . . Father of Neeamut, No. 1, Buctawur, No. 7, and of 

Seetaub, and Moosabib (vide para. 18 of this Report, 
aod was taken in 1810 (vide para. 21 of this Report 
He is a very hold stout man of his age, aud has been 
and probably still is a Sirdar of the gang. At present 
be is in confinement on security for three years, con¬ 
firmed by the Circuit Judge. 

















13 


13 Kyroo Khan, son of 
Hitcha Khan, ,,*« 

Pythan, 18 years, Mouzah Jugdispore, Per- 
gunnah Kooaree, Zillah 
Sarun, 

14 Peerbux, son of Gool- 
munuab, .*. 


15 Jan Bux, son of 
SheAh Kurm Allee, 

Sheikh, 24 years, Mouzah Hussunpoora, Pcr- 

guunah Barrah, Zillah 
Sarun, *.. *. 

16 Ghousee Khan, son of 
Aliadeeen, • 

% 

Py than, 27 years, Mouzah Utherbea, Per- 
gunnah Sepah, Zillah 


Saruo, 



Son of No. 10, and just as bad. He is also m con¬ 
finement as above, for three years. 

Is nephew of No. 11, and is a notorious Thug. He- 
also is in confinement for three years as above. 


Is a notorious Thug, lately taken, and the witnesses 
mentioned in para. 31 of this Report, depose against 
him. A great quantity of suspicious property has 
been found in his house. 


This is one of the witnesses whose evidence was 
admitted by me (vide para. 31 of this Report.) There 
is reason to suspect that he is a Jeooadar of the gang, 
and the latter mentioned in my Remarks on No; 4, 
was written with a view to get him to appear as 
witness for the prisoners, 
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Names and Father's 
Names . 


Residence < 


17" Nufreen, son of 

Sheikh Chund,,. * • Sheikh, 60 years, 


Mouzah Jandoopore, Per- 
gunnah Sepab, Ziilah 
Sarun, . .. 


18 Jothee, son of Bustee, Koormee, 34 

years, Mouzah Mansaun Than- 

nab, Pergunnab Sepab, 
Ziliah Sarun,..**. 


19 Doobree Khan, son of 

Bundye Khan,. •.. Pythan, 30 years, Mouzah Muhooak, Per- 

gunnah Majhowlee, Zil- 
lah Goruckpore, .*•••*» 


Remarks, 


This man was taken in 1810 (vide para. 21 ot this 

Report) and has, I have reason to believe been a very 
leading character, probably a Sirdar ot the gang, u 
is now old and a good deal worn out. fats evidence <•-«* 
was admitted by me as above. 


This man’s evidence was also admitted as above. 
He is, I suspect, one of the gang, or has been so. I 
believe his father is in Jail at Ghazeepore for highway 
robbery. 


This man gave evidence on the Goruckpore mur¬ 
der of the Sepoys, and is an evidence against the 
rang, from whom I hope to get much information. 
He has lost the use of his legs. His father was im¬ 
prisoned at Goruckpore for the murder of Khodabux 
Khan, the informer, (vide paras, 21 and 24 ot this 
Report.) 
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20 Mouziim Khan, son of 
Bustee Khan, ...» 


Pythan, 25 years, Mouzab fttittanpooraw, 
Pergunnas Kooaree, ZiU 
lah Sarun,,. 


*5 


ZWah Sana, 9M A/%, 182?. 


9 

Has been sent from Goruekpore at my requisition— 
wa * admie ^ as a witness in (he case of the dlurder 
of the Sipahees there, and his evidence may be 
now. He was taken anc released m the end of 1814, 
(vide para. 23 of this Report.) Above thirty other per- 
sonsare apprehended, regarding whom particulars will 

be famished hereafter, and >rders have been given to 
apprehended others of the gaig who are not yet taken. 

(Signed) W, A. PRINGLE, Magistrate. 


NOTE. There js an error in tl«u Nos. 12,13 and 14 were oidercd by me to find security for three years, and the proceedings in 

their cases were submitted to the Jude«:of Circuit J * c ,n 

Session g the 24 Sessions of 18*fi s but no* examined, as my order was g^ven during that 

( Si S» ed ) W. A. PRINGLE, Magistrate . 

(True Copies) v • 

(Signed) W. A. PB INGLE, Session Judge.* 

s f (Tf ue ^Ofy) 

(Signee; W, M. RAMSAY, Assistant General Superintendent. 


a 
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Extract of, a Letter from the 2d Judge of the. Patna 
Court of Circuit, under date the 30 th April 1827. 

11th. It is satisfactory to observe that the more heavy 
crimes of dakaitee, murder and robbery are not preva¬ 
lent in this district, and although Thuggee may have 
prevailed to a greater extent than was suspected, it is 
to be hoped that your success in apprehending part of 
the gang of Thugs who have so long infested thisund the 
neighbouring districts, and the knowledge you have 
acquired of their haunts, will enable you entirely to sup¬ 
press the crime. 

(True Extract.) 

(Signed) W. A. PRINGLE, 

Session Judge. 

- •* 

Extract from the orders of Cover ament w re i /y - 

nicated to the Superintendent Police, under dale the 
tith July 1827. 

Para. 5th. His Lordship in Council has observed with 
satisfaction ibe active measures pursued by Mr. W. A. 
Pringle for the suppression of highway robbery and 
Thuggee in the district of Jarun, and trust you will be 
able to report the conviction oi the delinquents who have 
been apprehended and commifi d to take their, trial 
before the Court of Circuit. 

(Trye Extract.) 

(Signed) C. JR. BAilWLLL, 

J.P.L.P. 



List of Thugs infesting the Sarun and Goruclcpore 

Districts. 

No* 1.— Nundlal Bhat, sirdar and partner with Bhoo¬ 
wul Khan, about 30 years old, short and stout, fair com¬ 
plexion* Inhabitant of Sikta in Majowah. 

No. 2.—Bhoowul Khan, leader of the whole gang 1 , 
about 50 years old, rather tall and strong made, and 
rather dark complexion. Inhabitant of Soopaoolee, 
Pergunnah Dunksee. 

No. 3 } -—Hyder Khan, a follower of Bhoowul Khan, 
about 50 years old, tall and thin, fair complexion. Inhabi¬ 
tant of Arooleea, Pergunnah Sepah ; he is uncle of 
Ghassee Khao, who married a daughter of Bhoowul Khan, 
was married to Mudaree, son of Niamut Khan, at which 
marriage Ghehdah and Mukoond were apprehended and 
hanged at Goruckpore for the murder of the Sepoys in 
1837. * 

No. 4.-~-Munjoo Khan, son of Ryder, and son-in-law 
of Bhoowul Khan, 25 years old, fall and thin, fair com¬ 
plexion. Inhabitant of Aroleea. He is a follower of 
Bhoowul Khan. 

No. 5.—Meer Allee, a follower of Bhoowul, about 28 
years old, middle size, stout and very dark complexion. 
Inhabitant of Aroleea. fie married a daughter of Hyder 
Khan. 

No. (1_Hussnn Ullee, brother of Meer Allee, about 

32 years old, middle size, stout, very dark complexion, 
very thick r he icy& follower of Bhoowul Khan. 

No. 7.—Ungnoo Khan, 40 years old, short, stout, fair 
complexion ; a follower of Bhoowul Khan. 

No. 8.—Bukhut; No. 9, Keeroo F',«u ; No. 10, 
Zubbur Khan ; No. 11, Mnsahib Khan, and No. 12, 
Silwunt Khan, are all sotis and followers of Bhoowul Kban. . 



No. 13.—Sewun Ray, Rajpoot, is a follower of 
Ehoowul Khan, rather dark complexion, tall and stoat, 
40 years old. 

No. 14.—Futteh Khan, alias Gharnt Khan, nephew of 
Bhoowul Khan, 30 years old, tall and stout, fair com¬ 


plexion ; is a sirdar. Inhabitant of Misrowlee, Pergun- 


nah Sepah. 

]^- 0> 15._FeizUllee, his brother, is about 25 years old, 

tall, rather thin, fair complexion. Their father named 

^ 

No. 16.—Murdun Khan, an old man of 70 or 80, goes 

with them. 

No. 17.—Lai Mohamud is a grand son of Mnrdun 
Khan and a follower of Fotteli Khan. He is a large 
powerful man, with rather a fair complexion, about 30 
years old. 


No. 18.—Futteh Khan, about 25 years old, rather tall 
and thin, fair complexion. ** 

No. 19.—Raddhey lloy, Rajpoot, is a Sirdar, 35years 
old, middle size, fair complexion, inhabitant of Jugtowlee, 
pergonnah Kewarree. lie is a very^smart active fellow 
and has about thirty followers. 

No, 20.—Bunjun Roy, his brother, about 32 years old, 
^rather tali and thin, very fair complexion. 

No. 21.—Bnkht Roy, another brother, 40 years old, 
very tall and strong, rather dark complexion. 

No. 22.—Gunga Roy, another brother, about 30 years 
old, middle size, very strong, with fair complexion. 

No. 23._Toolsee Roy, nephew of these brothers. 


* nearly 35 years old, very tall and thin, with fair com¬ 
plexion. 

No. 24.—Joggve Roy, their uncle, was imprisoned in 
Gorackpore, bat is now at large, 50 years old, very tall 
and powerful, with rather dark complexion. 



I 


No. 25.—Shumshair Khan, is a follower of Radhey 
Roy, about 85 years old, tall, stout and rather thin. I 
believe he was in company with the Thugs in the 
Goruckpove ease in 1827, and gave evidence in it, 
Eisnee Rag is a follower of Radhey Roy. 

No. 26.—Shilab Khan, is brother of Niamut and 
Buktawur, a very big strong man, rather dark complexion, 
married Afreen’s daughter. 

No. 27.—Sheikh Amee, who was acquitted by Mr. 
Elliott on the very same evidence as that on which, 
Ghendah and Mukoond in 1827. Sometimes goes with 
one party and sometimes with another, is very indepen¬ 
dant and quarrelsome. * 

No. 28.— Jan*Bux, goes with Niamut Khan, also his 
brother. 

No. 29.— Peerbux, about 40 years old, thin, with rather 
dark complexion. 

No. 30.—Bukht Bailee, brother of Syphoo the 
informer in the Tirhoot case, was married to a sister of 
Niamut’s. 

No. 31.—Nahar Khan, the informer in the Goruck- 
pore case, is a son of Bukht Bailee. 

No. 32.—Kodie Knap, about 25 years old, middle size, ^ 
dark complexion, is a follower of Nearaut, inhabitant of 
Chatt.ee in Kooaree Goolab—the one-eyed man is really 
his name. 

No. 33.—Madar Bux, and has a number of fol¬ 
lowers. 

No. 34_Moheiballee, the man with the large Gaga is 

one also. 

No. 35—Musahib, all these three were apprehended 
by me and released by Mr. Elliott. Alias Peer Bux 
No. 36, who is son-in-law of Mudarbux ; also Baxoo 
No. 37 and Jan Box No. 38. 


i ; ( $$; t( 

( 270 ) 


No 39—Runjeet Khan, is son-in-law of Mudarbux, 
about 25 years old, rather dark, winks with one eye, 

middle size and stout. _ , T 

No. 40.—Bilawnr Khan, is a notorious Ihng. He 
was apprehended by me in 1827 and not being able to 
give security was imprisoned. He is about 35 years old, 
yery thin and rather tall, with yellow complexion. ^ 

No. 41.—Sheikh Kallee, a brother ol Mudar Bu.^, i», 

I believe, imprisoned in Gornckpore. 

This list was prepared by me in 1828, and contained 
"nearly all the information I possessed oo the subject m 
addition to what is given in my Report to the Superinten¬ 
dent of Police, dated the 9th of May 1827, with the list 

which accompanied it. * 

On September 16th, 1829, Thugs were apprehended in 
a body tra the Buxar road by Mr. C. W. Smith, Magis¬ 
trate of Shahabad, and on his applying to me tor 
information, a copy of it was sent to him, and it was 
found to contain no less than nine out of the sixteen, viz. 
Bkoowul Khan, Ungnoo Klian, Meer Allee, Uagoo khan, 
Bukht Khan, Zubbur Khan, Silwuat Khan, Shitab khan. 


arid Nahir Khan. 

NOi 42.—Doobree Khan, who had lost the use of his 
P legs, has, I have heard, recovered and become a very 
active Thug: he was a witness in 1827. 

I have heard that one Shumshair Khan, No. 43, son 
of Hitcha Khan, was sent to Saugor, and another (son ot 
Hiat Khan) was an informer ot Patna. 

I have heard that Niamut Khan, his son Mnddaree, 
Bukht Khan and one Bukhtawur Khan, were sent to 
Saugor, and that another Bukhtawur was imprisoned for 
life with Sheikh Amee No. 27 of my second list of 
Ghazeepore in 1833. Musahib, No. 4 of my first and 34 
of my second list, was, I hear, sent to Saugor; also 
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Jan Bux, No. 15 of my first list Torab Khan and Mad- , 
daree Khan, son of Hiteha, No. 8 and 9 of my first list, are 
dead; and I have heard that Shitab Khan, No. 26 of my 
second list is dead too, but I doubt this. 

(Signed) W. A. PRINGLE, 

* Session Judge. 

Chupra , January , 1838. * 

(True Copies) 

(Signed) W. M. RAMSAY, Assist. GenL Supt. 

W. H. S LEE MAN, GenL Supt. 

APPENDIX T. 


CAPTAIN SHERRIFFS PROCEEDINGS IN 
1823, AT JHALNA. 


To Sir C. METCALFE, 

Resident, &c. Sc c* fyc, Hyderabad . 

Sir, 

Some information * having reached this 
station about the latter end of last month from Major 
Parker at Hingolee, of murders, supposed to have been 
committed on the road between this and Kair, Captain 
Sherriff, the Officer in charge of the Police of this 
Camp, immediately detached people in every direction 
for further information. Mis success has, I am happy to 
say, been very complete, and we have now many prisoners 
who have been concerned in various murders in the 
neighbourhood. I directed a Court of Inquiry to collect 
depositions on the subject, and have now the honor to 
forward the proceedings to you with a letter from Cap¬ 
tain Sherriff, detailing a plan which he proposes as likely 
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to be effectual in securing many more of these desperate 
villains. I consider it my doty to state that the active 
exertions of Captain Sherriff, since the information was 
received, have been unremitted, and I trust the intel¬ 
ligence which he has obtained and is every day acquiring, 
may lead to the detection of tnnst of those concerned in 
•such criminal proceedings, and I can answer for it, that he 
will most earnestly carry into effect any instruction you 
may be pleased to convey in pursuance of so desirable 
an object. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Singed) CHARLES DEACON, Lieut . Col 

Comdg. L. F. D. R. S. Farce. 

P. S.—I have to request your Orders regarding the 
disposal of the prisoners. 


Proceedings of a Court of Enquiry assembled by order of 
Lieutenant Colonel Charles Deacon, Commanding Light 
Field Division Hyderabad Subsidiary Force, at the Office 
of Captain Robert William Sherriff, Sub-Assistant 
Commissary Generat, for the purpose of investigating 
such circumstances as may be brought before it. 

Camp Jaulnah, 8th October, 1823. 
President. 

Captain Mural, 1st Batta. 8tii Regt. N. I. 

Mjembbrs* 

Lieutenants Wallace artel Cranston, Rifle Corps. 

The Court being duly convened, Captain Sherriff sub¬ 
mits the following circumstances : 

On the 20th ultimo I learnt by a letter from Major 
Parker, Commanding at Hiugoiie, addressed to Lieut. 
Col. Lushington, C. B,, that four bodies had been 
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discovered in a Nullab near the village of Tankiee, in the 
Purbunnee Purgunnah. The Major's letter was accom¬ 
panied with four native papers and a small piece of 
yellow morocco leather, which had been found near the 
bodies. On translating two of these papers i had 
reason to believe that a gang of Plmnsegeers had left 
Hyderabad to march for, or towards Janlnah. Having 
obtained considerable information in September 1821, 
of the habits and movements of the Phaosegeers* l lost 
no time in disposing of the Police in such a manner as I 
thought most conducive to the apprehension of the parties, 
who I concluded from the information contained in the 
native papers, were moving on these roads. 

Two Hircarrails were accordingly dispatched to the 
spot where the bodies had been seen near Tanklee, 
whence they were directed to make a vigilant and cau¬ 
tious search for the murderers. On the 22d ultimo, I 
learnt that five bodies had been seen in a well on the 
right of the Jafferabad road and distant about seven coss 
from Jaulnab. About this period a respectable Bramin 
attached to the Bazar informed me that, his son and 
nephew had disappeared near the village ol Pokery, 
where they had halted for one night on their way to 
Jaulnah from their own village Laorgee ; the Bramins 
and the Pateel of Pokery had adopted every measure 
and means in their power to discover the lads who were 
missing, but nothing could be found of them. I directed 
two Hircarrahs to accompany the Branmis to examine 
the five bodies that had been found in the well. 6a 
reaching the well the Hircarrahs found four bodies float¬ 
ing on the water, three with their faces uppermost and 
one with the face downv irds. An attempt was made 
to take the bodies out of the well but it failed. They 
had been so long in the water that they separated and 

2 L 
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broke to pieces on being 1 moved. The villagers informed 
the Bramins that (hey were of opinion from the appear¬ 
ance of the bodies on being first discovered in the water, 
that they mast be Rajpoots or Marwaries, and two of 
them had been bound together with pieces of jungle 
creepers: from this account and the general size and 
appearance of the bodies, the Bramins were satisfied 
that they were not the lads they had lost. 

I was now certain that the Phansegeers had passed 
towards Berar and sent two smart Ilircarrahs to find 
them out. These Ilircarrahs reached Jafferabad on 
Wednesday the 24th ultimo, and apprehended Jumaul 
Khan the leader or Muneentof the gang, and his brother- 
in-law Abbas Ally, and sent them into Jaalnah with a 
Tattoo loaded with a quantity of suspicions property. 
The Hircarrahs wrote me from Jafferabad that they bail 
first seen Jumaul Khan in the village of Gordegaon 
drinking spirits as they passed for Jafferabad without 
bis observing them; he reached Jaiferahud the following 
clay; the Hircarrahs knew him to be a thief, as three 
years ago he had been apprehended in the Jaalnah 
Bazar with suspicious property in his possession, which 
be had offered for side. They enquired of him the cause 
of his being at Jafferabad: he answsered that he had 
left Jaulnah that morning and was on bis way to 
Ellichpore. 

The Hircarrahs found a person called Seo Deen, 
talking with Jumaul Khan, and as they knew him 
to belong to the village of Nagewaree close to our 
camp, they enquired the purport of his conversation with 
Jumaul Khan. Seo Deen replied that he knew nothing 
about the old man and had ouly replied to some questions 
put to him about travelling, and that they had agreed to 
march together early in the morning for Chickly. The 
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Hircarrahs supposing Seo Been to be an honest man 
warned him against travelling with Jumaul Khan, ana 
recommended his returning immediately to Jaulnah ; he 
promised to do so and came to me on the afternoon of 
the 27th ultimo, and apprized me of the apprehension of 
Jumaul Khan and Abbas Ally ; he added that the Ifir- 
earrahs had by their diligence and arrival at Jofferabad 
saved his life, as he would certainly otherwise have been 
murdered by Jumaul Khan and his party. On the arrival 
of Jumanl ffctmu, tko T?r»mms were sent for who had lost 
their sons, and the suspicious articles found upon Jumaul 
Khan were examined amongst these articles; they recog* 
nized a Jemboo and Chnraloo the property of the missing 
lads. These poor people instantly set up a most dismal 
yell, and requested Jumaul Khan by threats and intreaty 
to divulge how he had disposed of the missing lads. 
Jumaul Khan seemed agitated on the discovery of these 
articles and partly allowed that they had been murdered. 
He was given to know that the properly found upon 
him as well as the circumstance of the lads being mis¬ 
sing, were sufficient evidence that he had been conceit! 
ed in their murder, and he was again requested to poi 
out where the lads might be found. Then he men¬ 
tioned that the Braraius had been killed by his P eo P ° 
who had effected their escape wh«> bo «as «pprehenr- 
e d at JaBVrabad, and that tl.eir names were Mai alt 
Mahomed, Fokee. Mahomed, Hassun Mahomed and a 
boy Rumssanee. 

Jumaul Khan soon afterwards described the spot where 
the vomig Rramins had been killed. The relations went out 
the next day, and searched all about the place mentioned, 
but could not discover the bodies or the remains of them. 
This induced me to send Aimaal Khan to shew the place. 
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He was attended by the CutWal and went, direct to the 
part of the Nullah where they had perpetrated the mur¬ 
ders, and a little farther down in a pool which had deep 
macl at the bottom, the bones and two odd slippers that 
belonged to the lads were found. 

The Hircarrahs got two more of the gang Sied Ally 
and Hussein Mahomed at Cbickly, These men have 
made extensive and valuable confessions which have led 
to the detection of Seo Deen; the man who met the 0ir- 
carrah, at Jafferabad, anr* tnr»a out to be an old 

offender; and three men residing in oar Bazaar, upon 
whom property corresponding with that found upon Sied 
Ally and Hnssein Mahomed and Journal Khan, has been 
found. They have also detected five men, a women a 
boy, and girl, at the village of Dioraee, who are associates 
of Jumaul Khan by their own free confession, and have a 
large quantity of articles upon them taken from travellers 
■whom they have minntely described, as well as the 
situations where they found and murdered them. The 
Phansigeers are present and can be examined by the 
Court. ■ 

Sied Ally, Phansigeer, is called before the Court and 
states—•“ I am the son of Meer Fnzul Ally who was a 
" Bhala Admee, (respectable man). I was born nearChota 
“ Amraotee, in the Untargaor Sawergaor Purgunnab, 
“ where my father lived under the protection of Rajah Jaud 
" Singh of Mahoon ; my father died when I was very young, 
“ and having quarrelled with my brothers I joined the 
“ Phansigeers when I was a. boy, without knowing at first 
" that it was their profession to kill and rob in the way they 
'**: do. Emaum Sahib initiated me into ,their habits, and 
“ forced me to marry his daughter by whom I have had 
“ two children, who are dead f I am heartily tired ojfthis 


“ bad profession and would have quitted it after the Mobe- 
“ rum, when I came to Janlna to find better service, but 
“ failing I bad nothing for it but to return to the Mayl, 
“ under J umaal Khan. You may enquire of Ibis man if I 
“ bad not quarrelled with him, and it my assertions 
“ regarding’ my quitting the gang then at llndnapore, 
“ with the intention of not returning, are not also correct. 
“ I have done much injury and will henceforth make 
“ every atonement in my power by discovering and point- 
“ iug out every person belonging to the gang. All I 
“ require, should my life be spared, is permission to 
“ live in irons or in any situation where 1 may be protect- 
** ed from the numerous Phansigeers who inhabit the 
“ Nandair districts, as they will exert every endeavour 
“ to destroy me. 

“ I have already undermined all their houses, and have 
" gone too far in my information against them to recede ; 
“ no person engaged with these people has hitherto said 
“ so much ; as every body Knows how revengfn? these 
“ Phansigeers are. My wife is now at the village of 
“ Khuree ; it would be conferring a great favor by letting 
“ her live witlfme in confinement, or wherever f may be 
“ sent. I have nothing more to ask but will do all I can 
« in putting a stop to the work of my late friends, the 
“ Phansigeers, as my safety now depends upon their 
“ destruction." 

Camp near Jaulnah, 9 th October, 1823. 

The Court meets pursuant to adjournment and Sied 
Ally is again called in. 

A large quantity of suspicious articles, wearing apparel, 
&c. found on a tattoo in the possession of Jumaul Khan 
and Abbas Ally, are s^ewn to Sied Ally, and he is asked 
if he has any knowledge of them. 
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Sied Ally describes the articles as follows :™ 

A r tides. Taken from. Hem arks, 

1 Black Cumblee,. J Bajec from Mecca, Killed near Du hhorie, 

1 Cholna and a Sheet, .. 1 Hircarrab,. Killed near Sassoor. 

1 French grey Jacket \ , . ir i . 

with red racings,... , f 1 La8car » .Killed near Aurungabad. 


1 Yellow silk Cloth and i T > 

a Shut.ru,,gee,.j 2 Bra,n,n *>- 


2 Punches,., „.1 M urvvarec. 


1 Cumblee, and 1 Dish, 3 Persons, 


1 Ituziiee, 1 Rekabec, ) 


l • a . i" I 2 Mussulmans, J wu«-u r^rcen ^ 

1 Saddle Iron, ...... 5 * and Jatferabad 


tf Killed between Aurtin- 
< gabad and Mooug 
C. Paiun. 

V Killed between Dubho- 
t ric and Budnapoor. 

! A Mogul and bis tiro 
servants, killed near 
Chandee ; .they were 
going to Nagpoor. 

S Killed between Ckickly 


1 Brass Vessel, l Kus- ^ 
sundee and some V 


suridee and some 2 Causee Coolies, 


iiiiu / 

Shells or Skuttlc Fish, > 


1 Brass Jembuo and l i _ v 

Choonalou,_j 2 Yo ' m % 


[ 1 

ics, . * .</ 


Some green SI on A, with j 
Arabic inscriptions,) 
worn by Mussulracn, 1 


f Killed on the road be¬ 
tween JafFerabad and 
Aurangabad, their 
bodies have since 
| been seen in a well 7 
l. coss from Jaulnah. 

r Killed by JumaulKhatfs 
I party near Pokeree, 
^ their remains were 
pointed out by Ju- 
L maul Khan. 

1 Johuree or Jewel- t K '!i e<1 h J r (he S an « near 


Jer, 


l 


Dewulgaum, about 8 
cross from Jaulnah. 


1 Piece of a white Belt, 1 I 

1 Ornamented Cap, > 2 Rajpoots, 
w orn by Rajpoots,) 


(Killed on the road be¬ 
tween Jafterabad and 
An rung a bad—one 
was a person in the ser¬ 
vice going to Ellicli- 
poor to teach Major 
Seyerhs men the sword- 
exercise. 

A quantity of articles found in the house of Abboo 
Mahomed and Esoof in the rear of the General Jiazar, 
(persons pointed out by Sied Ally and Hussein Mahomed 
as associates in the Gang. Julloo, a stont young man 
the son of Abboo, was an active accomplice with the gang 
and escaped from Jafferabad when Jurnaul Khan was 
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apprehended) are shewn to Sied Ally, and he describes 
such articles as he has seen as follows :— 


Arikhs. 

2 Caps Mogol,'t Dhotee, 


Tokm from 


.!*?!-! 2 Causce Couree men > 


Skuttle Fish called ( 

Du rea-k a - k uff, *... ) 

3 Topees, embroidered"] 
with gold, &c. *. ! 

1 Piece of Muslin,,... V 
1 Kutora, .......... f 3 Mussulmen ’ 

1 Shield, .. j 

1 Brass Pot, J 


I Fine Native A ngurka^ 
or Jacket, with orna- I 
mealed borders, Sec. j 
I Piece of Saotara,,.., ^ 3 Persons, 
1 Piece of Cloth boty, I 

1 Diak, ....... j 

1 China Spcw^n, . . .1 


He ma rks. 


£ Killed and thrown into 
the well uear 7 cos? 
from Jauluah. 


1 Dhotee, 

2 Fine Red Turbands, f 
1 Sheet, ............ j 

I Brass Pot, .2 Bramfns, ., 

1 Brass Plate, | 

1 Looking Glass, .... j 
1 Piece of Sandal-wood J 


f Killed between Cbickly 
) and Jatierabad. 


'The Mogul and two 
Mussulman servants 
killed iu a Nullah 
near Chandie, about 
9 coss from Jaulnah 
—they were going to 
Nagpoor, the Mogul 
mounted or a horse, 
which Seo Deen, one 
of the gang, sold at 
Mallygaum. 


t Killed on the road be- 
? tween Auruiigab&d 
i and Moongy Ptttun. 


t Killed between Budna- 
) poor and Dubhorie. 

J Killed near Pakree by 
| Jumaui Khan’s party. 


1 White Turbandt,. ..... 2 Bramins, ..... 

1 Angurka,. .....««••<• 1 Marwaree, Killed near Sapoor. 

( Kitted nearSapoor—the 
1 Goorgee has been 
i washed by Ah boo 
C Mahomed. 


1 Goorgee,.. X Htrcarrah, 


1 Mussulman, 


2 Womcn*\ .. I KiIlcd ncai MHlki W >oor ' 


1 Chuddur,........ 

1 Black Saurce,.. • * 

1 Cumbiee,,*...... 

X ‘Dhotee, ........ 

1 Lunga, 

\ Fnh C of C wt:k Ctol'ie J 1 Cloth M « fC, ‘ ant - KilIed Dear Akoalat 
Cloth, . ) 


Killed ne&r Mulk-apoor. 

ami 


1 Iron Pan,.Y * 

1 Iron Saddle, ...... > t BftuntQUV* „ 

l Tuwab, .. c * 


Killed near Fympoor 
Sonrat, in Kandeisb. 
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Articles* 


Taken from* 


Remarks* 


5 Strings of Beads, . . ^ 1 Johurce or Jewel- I Killed near Dewulgaum. 

3 Green Stones with f ler, . ' 

Arabic inscriptions,} 


1 Brass Plate, . , 

1 Pair of Gold Border V 2 Rajpoots, 
for Caps, »••••««»••) 


1 Goorgee,.^ 

1 Small Cbumeha, • « • • ? g Arabs 
1 Piece ofGreen-Cloth,-/ 

1 Chudur, J 


t Killed and thrown into 
\ the well, already 
\ described, seven com 
from Jaulnah. 

£ Killed in the Babool- 
) bund, near Bare- 
\ gaum, or the Akou- 
( lat Road Berar. 


4 quantity of articles found upon Fukeer Mahomed 
Bnndegee, Kureetn, Hajee and Paymat Boodba, pointed 
oat by Hussun Mahomed and Sied Ally, as a part ol the 
rrancr are shewn to Sied Ally, and he describes them as 

follows : 

Articles. Taken from. Remarks 

1 Chan Bughlah An-^ 
gurka, 

1 Rich Gold Ernbroi- . t Killed in a Nullah near 

tiered Belt, worn by ,1 Mogul Gentleman 1 chnndae, already des- 
Mahomedan Sirdar a, > and bta 2 Servants, ( cfibed . 

1 Gold Embroidered 
Topee, 
i Brass Pot, 

1 Quilted Chintz Jacket J 


1 Brass Tbale#\ 
J Brass Katorft 
1 Brass Chulnee, 
$ Photics, 

1 Chudur, 

1 Curable, 




4 Braiuhts,. 


o 


3 Butrunjee, ... 

1 Fine Sword with an 
Arabic inscription on ^ 
the blade, * • y % Rajpoots, 

1 Fine red embroidered . 

Silk Cloth, 

1 Embroidered Topee, j 
1 Piece of Gold Border, ; 


£ Killed near By za poor, 
) they were Hurdoss 
\ firamins who go about 
C begging. 


r Killed and thrown into 
7 the well 7 coss from 
\ Jaulnah, already de?-> 
art bed. 


1 Sotronjee, 

1 Sengra or 
Flask, 

1 Matchlock 




Powder ( 2 Marwarees 
1 Women,. *.« 

,«•«•»••• J 


and 2 $ Killed near Mulkapoor, 
i£ already described. 
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Articles. Taken from. 

1 Black Combine,,,., 

1 Abkora or Drinking# 

Vessel,. \ 2 Call860 Kowers, *. 

1 Red Turband, .... i 

1 Ktxmil, ., J 

1 Piece of Phurbua, ,. 'J 

1 New Ruzaee, or > 1 Marwaree, .. 

Quilt, .... 5 

! i•*—-*. 

1 Pair fine gold em-1 

brpidered Slippers,, . > 3 Musselmen, .. •» 
1 Iron Dish, 

1 Brass Thalee,. 1 B ram in, »,»•«••• 


1 Peculiar sort of Tin 
Vessel of foreign ma¬ 
nufacture, M..MM 


1 Mussulman, 


1 Bed Cossumha Tur-^ 

band, .... > 1 Cloth Merchant,. 

1 Piece of Red Cloth, / 


1 Piece of Red Saree, 


1 Pi+*ce of Mushroo,,* > 
1 Shutrunjee,,... S 


2 Hindoostanee 
Poorbiahs, ... 


X Degcha, 


3 Byragees, 


1 Kekabee,,«*«... * ** | ^ Mussulman, 
1 Lota, . S 


l Set of Tasbus or) 

Beads,. 

6 Green Nodulees or 
Green Stones, with > X Johoree or Jeweller 
Arabic inscriptions, 

X Carved Crystal Orna¬ 
ment, « 

1 Iron Vessel,.«.. g 

2 China Ink Holders,.. J* 2 Bramins, 

X Tattoo, 

2 M 


Remarks. 

C Killed and thrown into 

< the well, already des- 
£ cribed. 

C Killed between Budna- 

< poor and Dubbaree, al* 
C ready described 

i Killed between Muslat 
t and J after abaci. 

C Killed near Hair, they 
J were going from Nag* 
( poor to Akoulat. 

€ Killed on (he other si de 

< of Boregaura, in Be* 
t rar. 

r Killed near Barregaurt 
in Berar. The fel¬ 
low of this tin ves¬ 
sel has been found 
incur Bazar, where 
it was sold by Jnfioo 
the son of Abboo 
Mahomed. They arc 
used by Hajees for 
bringing' water from 
tb« sacred well 
called Jumjum at 
Mecca. 

t Killed near Akoalat, in 
} Be rar, already raen- 
^ tioned. 

{ Killed on the Copur* 
gaon roads, they were 
coming from Nas- 
suck. 

£ Killed on the Dhie* 

J hondie road, in Be* 
l rar. 

£ Killed beyond J after a* 

3 bad, he came from 
f Berar. 


***♦»*« *y 

riders,,.. > 


Killed near Dawulgaum 
already described. 


p Killed on the Moongee 
( Putun road, near 

i Aurangabad, al¬ 
ready described. 
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Taken from. Remarks 

t Killed near Behar, on 
Barber, ....... < the road from Ellich- 

L pore to Nag'pore. 


Silver Smith and ( KiJled between Dooliat 
3 Woman,. { and Boorhanpore. 


out, arid Bimdoo or Bundegee, a 
Khan’s gang, is called in. 

Tills man voluntarily offered to point out to the horse¬ 
men who escorted him into Jaulnah the names and resi¬ 
dence of all the people who have been engaged with him. 
He is now directed by the Court to look at the articles 
found upon Jumaul Khan and Abboo Ally, and generally 
corroborates the account given by Sied Ally, but differs 
ip one or two instances regarding the persons from whom 
the articles were taken, but this difference is easily 
accounted for, when it is known that the gang act iri 
parties and scour all the parallel and cross roads on the 
route which they take. These parties bring in and give 
account of their respective acquisitions, after which a fair 
distribution of the whole is made. 

A quantity of suspicious articles found upon a Tattoo 
in the possession of Sied Ally and Mahomed Hussein are 
shewn to Bundoo, and he very generally corroborates the 
account given of them by Sied Ally and Mahomed 
Hussein. 


Articles . 

3 Barber’s Tweezers,... \ 

2 Instruments for cut- / 
ting Finger Kails, \ 1 
with a case for hold - i 
mg them,.......... J 

2 Silver Bangles for’’] 
the Wrist#, »••«.... I 

3 Silver Rings,.j ^ 

1 Ring worn on the y 

thumb called An- j 

1 Small Desk,... J 


Sied Ally is sent 
Pliansigar of Jumaul 


Article*. Taken from . Remarks, 


1 String of Tusbus \ 
or Beads, ...... f ^ 

15 Large Jolre Pearls / 
113 Small do. do.} 


Jobarce or Jeweller 


i 


Killed near Dewulgaum 
already described. 








•pis^ 
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Article. Taken from Remarks. 

*!£££ MUSlin > ... , « felled tJUen Cfciekly 

1 P&" of B'u'rd,;,,; ( 2 M-neJmaiu*• • • • { and Jaffcrabad. 

2 dials, / 

r Killed 7 coss from Jaul~ 
^ ) nali and thrown into 

1 White.Chudur, .*.« 2 Causee Kowers, .. < ^ se we ]j > already dea- 

f cribed. 

1 White Turk and,. . ^ 

I I rim Vessel,,./ { Killed near l^astoor, aU 

1 Cumblee, «»«•»*> * Hircaxfcb, •••••* * ready described„ 

1 Leather Bag fori 
holding letters, .. J 

f Killed between Putim 

1 Dlifttee, .. 2 B nun ins, .. < and Aurangabad, al- 

£ ready described. 

Killed beyond J aftera- 
t 2 Mussulmans anu ) bad, described to be a 

1 I me Swore, ••••i } Woman, ...... J family going to Ako- 

i, lah. 

1 Looking Glass, .. ^ / Killed near Dewulgaum, 

1 Sandal Wood Court/ % described to be a 

of superior work-f T * Tn lllnvm 7 Muony ar who had a 

maJ.il,.> 1 >IU>SU,man ’. \ >»«*« b «« dle °" h ‘ s 

1 Yinmlb' rvf # back ot articles 

Cords for Sect*r,) V brou » htfrom Bt>mbiiy - 

JBuadoo alias Bundegee, has recognized several articles 
in the handles found in the bouse of Abboo Mahomed 
and "iris son-in-law Bsoof, of which Sied AiI n bad no 
knowledge and from the open and direct mode ol this 
man’s communications and answers to ad toe quest.on., 
put to him, the Court have no reason to suppose that 
he has concealed any circumstance that eould throw light 
upon the questions proposed. 

Bundegee is directed, to retire, and .two ''.,seBicn ot 
the Reformed Morse who esco-rtod the prisoners from 
Deoraee, are called in. 

They state that a brother of one of the Rajpoots killed 
by the gang and thrown into the well 7 coss from Jaulnah 
met them at Dubboree. He said that he came from 
EUicbpore to look for his brother who was missing on the 
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road between Aurangabad and Ellichpoor. He entreat¬ 
ed permission to look at the swords found upon the pri¬ 
soners, when he saw his brother’s sword and began to 
cry very much. The man is a Rajpoot and his mur¬ 
dered brother is said to have been a Havildar and a great 
favorite of Major Davis aud that he was going to EUtch- 
poor to teach the horse there the new drill exercise. 

Bundegee and Sied Ally are again called in and ques¬ 
tioned regarding these Rajpoots. 

Sied Ally speaks clearly to the questions proposed as 
follows. 

We Jumaul Khan’s party, which was composed of 
Jumaul Khan and his boy Runazanee, Abbas Ally his 
brother-in-law, Burry Khan Puthan, a very wicked young 
man, Mullock Mahomed, brother-in-law to Jumaul Khan, 
Mahomed Hussein, Julioo, a man who occasionally lives 
in the Bazaar, and myself. Sied Ally moved from Dhar- 
kingaum on the road between Aurungabad and Moongy 
Putun with two Bramins and proceeded towards Aurun¬ 
gabad. We killed them in a deserted village five coss 
from Aurungabad. We moved into Aurungabad the same 
night, where we met Sahib Khan s parly and started with 
them the following morning towards Jafferabad. At the 
village of Buroor we joined company with two Rajpoots, 
and marched in a friendly and sociable manner with 
them to a shaded Chubootra at Buodgamn. Here they 
smoked their Hookahs, and one of the Rajpoots who 
said that he wa^ going to Eilicbpoor to teach the sword 
exercise, amused them by displaying his skill while they 
sat on the Chubootra. 

Jumaul Khan proposed many friendly questions and 
expressed his great satisfaction on having got so pleasant 
a companion to travel with to Ellicbpore. We alt 
marched together and put up that night at a small village 
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between Bundgaum and Dubbaree. We again started 
together from this village, and having passed by Dub¬ 
baree and Chandie, met another Rajpoot and a boy 
with a tattoo going to Elliehpore. We all put up for the 
night in a small Khera on a village in the Jafferabad 
side of Chandie. 

Sahib Khan and bis party followed the Rajpoot and 
his boy, and put lip with them in the inside of the village. 
Jumaul iCban aud myself stuck by the other Rajpoot, 
Tacker Sahib's Orderly, who was now completely in our 
power, as he looked upon us as friends and fellow tra¬ 


vellers* 

We concerted matters with Sahib Khan’s party to start 
first in the morning, and got up when there were six 
gharries of the night remaining, and persuaded him to 
march ; he did so, and we killed him and his companion, 
tied them together and threw them into a well, one coss 
from the village. Here we remained concealed in dif¬ 
ferent parts of the road until Sahib Khan s p.ut} <1 -‘* 
with the other Rajpoot, the boy and a tattoo. V h0n 
they arrived near the well, Sahib Khan and his man 
kilted the Rajpoot and .be boy, and .brew Ike. 

..me well, and we all moved on to Doneganm with three 
gold Parties, one Sword, on. t-f— tWrt , ", 

Cloths found upon the Rajpoot, going to teach the 

sword exercise. On the other we got 121 rupees, 
three Brass Vessels, and the Tattoo, a mare. 


Camp Jaulnah, Ht/z October, 1823. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

From the various articles of property which have 
. appeared before this Court, and found upon different 
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individuals employed under the directions of Jurnaal 
Khan, the Court is of opinion from the strong similarity 
of one article with another, found as already stated on 
different people, that they are parts of a whole which 
must have been divided and given from a general stock, 
and this opinion is made very strong by the concurrent 
testimony of the individuals Sied Ally, Hussein Mahomed 
and Bundgie, who assert in the most solemn manner 
that they were present and assisted in the destruction of 
the persons from whom the articles were taken. 

Captain Sherriff, Sub-Assistant Commissary General, 
has represented to the Court, that he is greatly indebted 
to the information furnished by the prisoners Sied Ally 
and Hussein Mahomed, which enabled him to get hold 
of Seo Deen, an old and active Pbansigar, who has, 
from his being a Hindoo, been peculiarly successful in 
the art of deception, and has led many Hindoos, Mar- 
waries and Bramins to their destruction. The above- 
mentioned individuals have also divulged the practices 
of three individuals Abboo Mahomed and his son Julloo, 
and son-in-law Esoof, who have had a hut for the last 
ten months in rear of the General Bazar in this Camp, 
Jnlloo has been present for a long period with the gaug. 
find ocfm<i>o n afh' tu Here with plunder that cannot 

be disposed of at other places. Abboo Mahomed, by the 
evidence of Sied Ally and Hussein Mahomed, served 
with the gang when he resided in the neighbourhood of 
Nandair, and his son-in-law served with them until he 
was obliged to quit from rheumatism in the knees. 
These men had in their house a large portion of articles 
which appear to the Court to be exactly similar to the 
things found upon Jumaul Khan and other acknowledged 
Phansigars. The Phansigar Seo Deen, after deceiv¬ 
ing the Police and the Officer commanding, before whom 
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lie was taken on the 27th ultimo to relate his story 
regarding the miraculous escape he had pretended to 
have made by the arrival of the HircarraUs at Jafterabad, 
was found at the house of Abboo Mahomed, and as Seo 
Deen does not now pretend to deny having accompanied 
the Phansigars into Berar and Kandeish on several 
occasions, and as he describes the murders that were 
perpetrated there, the Court are of opinion that Abboo 
Mahomed and his son Julioo (who lias effected his 
escape from Jufferabad in company with some other indi¬ 
viduals of the gang) and his son-in-law Esoof, must 
be principals or at least accomplices in these nefarious 
practices. 

Though the Court are fully aware that Sied Ally and 
BunrJegee are polluted with innumerable murders and 
robberies which they have freely acknowledged and con¬ 
fessed, and that their acknowledgments and confessions 
may have been made in the hope of saving themselves, 
nevertheless in consequence of the good which they have 
already clone in detecting so many of the gang, some of 
•whom "are nearly related to them, added to (heir pio- 
inises of pointing out all the people in their own country 
who are concerned in these fatal practices of secret 
murder and robbery, the Court consiuer it to be theii 
duty to bring- forward the services of these men and to 
recommend them to the favorable consideration of their 
superiors. 

The horrid murders of the four Rajpoots and two 
Causee CowreeBramins, perpetrated so dose to Jaolnah, 
and the murders of the Bramin lads are crimes of so 
black and destructive a nature as to require no comment 
from this Court. 


The following are the individuals of the gang who 
have been apprehended. 

r Leader of this gang and brother 
1 to Nanny, a leader of the gang taken 
Juroaul Khan,.. < at ^Jkoolah in 1821, and now a pri¬ 
soner at Aurungabad. 

3. Abbas Ally, brother-in-law to Jumanl Khan. 

2. Sied Ally. 

% Hussein Mahomed. 

4. Abboo Mahomed. 

5. Esoof. 

6. Seo Eeen. 

7. Fukeer Mahomed. 

8. Bundegee. 

9. Kurreem Khan. 

10, Paymah Boodba, joined from the Hindoostanee 


gang. 

11. Ajoorah, joined from the Hindoostanee gang. 

32. Hyder, a boy. 

Lists of all the other individuals of these gangs have 
been sent by Captain Sherriff to Majors Parker and 
Sever, and it is expected that with the assistance of 
Sied Ally and Hussein Mahomed, they will all be 
secured in the course of one or two months. 

From all that has appeared before them, the Court 
have no doubt in their minds of the guilt of the indivi¬ 
duals enumerated above, and it would appear that these 
Phansigars moved round Aurungabad and Jaulnah as 
two centres, and murdered travellers on all the principal 
roads leading from and to those places, extending their 
excursions from these centres as convenience or a chance 
of plunder suited, and always returning to them. 

As the Court were about to conclude their proceedings, 
Rukbur Sing, the brother of one of the Rajpoots, thrown 


■ 
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iuto the well near this place, made his appearance, and 
is directed by the Court to state what he knows of his 
brother’s death. 

Rukbur Sing accordingly deposes as follows : 

My brother Arjoon Singh, a Duftadar, served with 
Captain Cocker at Aurangabad. He left at Aurunga- 
bad a Byragee who usually lived with him there, and 
proceeded towards JEllichpoor. This Byragee started 
some time after my brother and came to Ellichpoor, 
where he informed me that one month and five days had 
elapsed since my brother left Aurungabad, and he was 
surprised that he had not reached Ellichpoor. I got 
leave from Major Seyer to come down this road to look 
for mv brother. I arrived at Chickly and tound some 
of the individuals of the gang there. I also met them at 
Jafferabad and Dubbaree. The old man fukeer Ma¬ 
homed asked me where I was going. I said that the 
Sahib log had sent me to perform a duty, which l was 
engaged in. I kept moving about and returned to Jaf¬ 
ferabad. I found the horsemen conveying the Phansi- 
gar taken at Chickly by the Jaulnah Hircarrahs to 
Decree, to apprehend the Phansigars that lived there. 
They gave me a full account of my brother’s murder, 
and his servant Khoobas’ murder, and pointed out the 
well into which they had thrown their bodies. 1 went 
there and found five skulls close to the well, and eight 
skulls in the bottom of the well, into which 1 dived 
repeatedly and took up all the bones I could find. As 
it was impossible to distinguish my brother’s skull and 
bones, I collected all the bones and placed them with 
the thirteen skulls on a *pile of wood, which I prepared 
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agreeably to the rites of'my caste anti burnt them all 
together. I made the Pbansigars shew me the spot 
where they had buried the Mogul and his two servants, 
as he belonged to Major Seyer’s Russalah; they pointed 
out the spot, which I caused to be dug up, and I found 
the skeletons of the Mogul and his two servants all 
together and quite perfect. 

The articles found upon the individuals already men¬ 
tioned are produced, and Rukbur Singh, and Mungul 
Singh and Mann Singli, relations to the deceased are 
directed to examftie them. On the articles found on 
Juniaul Khan, they find the following property of the 
deceased Arjoon Singh, 

1 Piece of a Buff Belt. Jumaul Khan is called in and 
he has on his person a Dooputta and a white Angarka, 
the property of the deceased Arjoon Singh. 

In the articles found on Abboo Mahomed, they find 
1 Brass Vessel, 1 Brass Plate, 1 Iron Tuwah. 

In Fukeer Mahomed’s articles they find 1 Red Cloth, 
1 Sword, 1 Sutrunjee, 1 piece of Red Kharwah, 1 
Embroidered Topee, 1 fine Dhotee, I Ruzaee, I Red 
Turband, I Coarse Dhotee, X Sheet, and 1 Barnaul. 

They find the following articles belonging to Khoobab, 
who was killed with Arjoon Singh : I small Angarka, 
1 torn Dhotee, 1 White Pugree, and 1 Cumblee. 

From the evidence of Rukbur Sing and the acknow¬ 
ledgement of the individuals of the gaDg who haye been 
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confronted with him, and who aMow that they killed bis 
brother and the other Rajpoots, as well as the Mogul 
and bis servants, there is not the slightest degree of 
doubt iu the minds of the Officers composing this Court 
of the guilt of all the persons taken up by the Police 
and implicated originally by the confession of Sied Ally, 
and subsequently by the articles found upon them and 
recognized by Rukbur Sing. 

The prisoners have just sent from the Cutwal s Choul¬ 
try a Peon to inform the Court that Rukbur Singh has 
taken more articles from the property exposed before 
him than were actually taken from his brother and Siis 
servant killed by them, and thrown into the well near 
this place. They merely mention this circumstance and 
leave it for the consideration of the Court. This inci¬ 
dent has had so powerful an effect upon the minds of the 
Officers of this Court that they cannot, however tnflmg 
it may appear, omit bringing it forward in th~se proc 
ings as it corroborates in a powerful degiee t le opinio 
already expressed of these murders. 

(Signed) G. MURIEL, Captain, 

President. 


(Signed) 

(Signed) 


ROB. WALLACE, Lieut. 

and Member. 

WM. LEANSTON, Lieut. 

and Member. 
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To LIEUT.-COL. CHARLES DEACON, 

Commanding Light Field Division 

Hyderabad Subsidiary Force. 

Sir, 

The deep impression which has been made 
in my mind from a knowledge of the heavy calamities which 
tall yearly in an unknown but fatal manner on the native 
population in the Deccan, by means of numerous hordes 
of secret murderers ami robbers has made me anxious to 
bring forward a plan which in my opnion will lead to the 
detection of a great many of these detestable wretches, 
and will greatly interrupt their present system of undis¬ 
turbed murder and rapine. 

Before I introduce this plan, it may not be unnecessary 
to inform you that soon after Sied Ally and Hussein 
Mahomed confessed their crimes and misdeeds, many of 
the other prisoners became solicitous to communicate every 
information in their power, and in repeated conversations 
with some of them, they fairly offered to me to prove the 
sincerity oi their promises by apprehending all the per¬ 
sons of their trade who may come within their notice. 
The following are the Soobidars, Jemadars and Leaders 
of the Northern or Hindustanee gangs, who yearly infest 
these roads, and who are known to the Phansigars in our 
possession. 


Names. 


Casio. 


Nos. 


1 

Assalut Khan Jemadar, .. 

2 

Patee Ram Jemadar, .... 

3 

Molloo Jemadar, ........ 

4 

Khanjoo Jemadar,........ 

5 

Thakoorpersaud Subadar, 

6 

Amaun Subadar, ........ 

7 

Purs Ram Jemadar, ...... 

8 

Gbasee Subadar, ........ 

9 

Pachoulee Jemadar, ...... 

10 

Doorg Paul Subadar, .... 

31 

Luteha Subadar, . 

12 

Muharaj Jemadar, ...... 

13 

Goolab Jemadar, ........ 

14 

JNutha Jemadar, ........ 

15 

Babadoor Khan Jemadar, 

16 

Munour Khan Jemadar, ., 

17 

Kurreem Khan Jemadar,.. 

18 

Saudut Khan Jemadar,.... 

19 

Kullooa Lodha Jemadar,,, 

20 



Masai man j 
Brahmin,,, 


Aheer,,., 
Abeer,,.♦ 
Brahmin, 
Brahmin, 
Brahmin, 
Brahmin, 
Bralnnin, 

Brahmin, 

Brahmin, 

Brahmin, 

Lodhee, 

Malee,., 

Musnlman 

Musuiman 

IVlusulman 

Musuiman 

Lodhee, 


Lodhee, 


Remarks by Captain Sherriff\ 18*23. 


Remarks by Capt. Sleeman , 1835, 


Has about one hundred followers, .. 
The strength of bis party not known, 

• 

The strength of bis party not known, 
The strength of his party not known, 
The strength of his party not known, 

Has about forty followers, . 

The strength of his party not known. 
Has about thirty followers, ........ 

The strength of his party not known, 

The strength of his party not known, 
The strength of his party not known. 
The strength of his party not known. 

The strength of his party not known, 
The strength of his party not known, 
The strength of his party not known, 

Has about ten followers,.. . 

Has about twenty followers,........ 

Ha3 about twenty followers,.,...... 

Has about ten followers, .......... 

Has about ten followers. .......... 


Hung at Saugor 1832, with his 
son Atae Khan. 

Patee Ram shot himself for love 
'or jealousy at Dumoh, between 

Saugor and Jubulpore, 

Died at Gorsurae, in Jalone, 

Died in the Saugor Jaii. 

Died in the Jubulpore Jaih 
Died 1828. 

Hung at Omuree, in Gwalior. 

Died in the Mynpooree Jail. 

Died at Hvdrabad, where he was 
sent from Jubulpore. 

Hung at Saugor 183*2. 

Died on a Thug expedition. 
Drowned himself at Dhamonee, on 
his way to Saugor in irons 1832. 
Dead. 

In Saugor Jail. 

Transported from Jubulpore 1827. 
Approver, Saugor. 

Hung at Saugor 1832. 

Hung' at Saugor 1832. 

Alias Kuleean Sing approver, 
Jubulpore. 

Hung at Joura 1829* 
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In the gang lately apprehended we have very fortu¬ 
nately got hold of two natives of Hindustan, who served 
with the Northern gangs under Assaulut Khan and 
Ghassee. They describe these gangs to be more formida¬ 
ble and better organized than the Deckuneo geroos or 
gangs. They seldom move in less numbers than tbirly 
and forty, and sometimes amount to three hundred. In 
travelling - they generally have nothing but a stick and a 
bundle on the end of it, over their shoulder. The 
Subadar or Jemadar is always respectably dressed and 
mounted. The Bramins who are leaders make a display 
of great ceremony and preparation at their meats ; and 
they will not permit a Mahratta Br&iiu on these occa¬ 
sions to come near them. 

In coining to a town they look after all the travellers, 
and sometimes detach as many as four parties in four 
different directions, to destroy and plunder them. The 
tricks and wiles practised by these men in the destruc¬ 
tion of their own species, are as numerous and abundant 

as the victims which fall udder their diabolical practices. 

Seo Deen, now in custody, a native of Hindustan, 
after solemnly asserting that he reports of his past sins 
and murders, stales—'* About ten years ago, which c«>r- 
“ responds with 1813, Assaulut Khan Jemadar, Ghasec 
“ Subadar and Hirnmut Laul Jemadar, collected from 
" thirteen villages in the Zillah of Calpee, five of which 
“ are Sayndoos, Murnee, Blind wah, Degumunpoor and 
“ Bampoorah, the others I do not recollect, a gang of 
** three hundred men who all assembled at Saugor. 

“ We committed ravages along the roads and killed 
“ many travellers aud other people horse and foot, who 
“ were decoyed from their homes by Assaulut Khan and 
“ Ghassee, under a promise of being employed in Bajee 
« Bow’s service at Poonah. We forwarded this deception 
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<( set forth by our leaders, and assured these deluded 
“ villagers that we were all going to serve Bajee 
“ Row. 

" Assaulut Khan gave -some of these people money to 
“ get their horses and baggage ready, and to delray their 

“ expences. 

“ On the road to Poonah, the gang moved from 
" Saiigor by Jubnlpoor and Raratuck to Nagpoor and 
“ thence to Oomroutee. At a small village in the 
"jungle near Oomroutee called Manah, the gang got 
“ seven camels and killed the merchants that attended 
" them. 

"On reaching Poonah, we sold these camels. From 
" Poonah we went to Kulleanee, and returned thence 
" to Beergaom, where eight travellers were killed, and 
" we carried their Bandy and Bullocks towards Aurun- 
“ gabad.” 

“ A man near this place recognized the Bandy, and 
" we gave it to him and said that it had been found 
"without a driver between Aurungabad and Jaulnah. 
" We fell in with six tattoos laden with Merchandize 
" going to Jaulnah and attended by some men. We killed 
" the men and carried on the tattoos and their loads 
“ which con slated of a great variety of articles, such as 
" Pearls, Beads, Combs, Booking Glasses, &c. 

" At Jaulnah we put up in the tope between Jaffera- 
" bad and Chickly, and killed eight men, who had eight 
" tattoos and two hundred rupees in money. We moved 
" to Akoalah by Balapore. After leaving Akoalah 
« we went to Boregaum, and exposed for sale the 
" articles taken between Aurangabad and Jaulnah. It 
" so occurred that a robbery had shortly before our 
“ arrival taken place at Boregaum, and as we offered 
" the articles at a very low price, the Putel looked upon 
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** os as the thieves that had plundered his Bazaar. And 
“ as he had no force at hand to apprehend so large a 
“ gang, he accompanied us to Ellichpore where he in- 
“ formecb Salabut Khan that we were robbers. Futty 
" Jung Khan sent Mungnl Khan with three hundred 
“ men to apprehend our gang ; two hundred and fifty 
“ were secured and the remaining fifty escaped. 

“ Futty Jung Khan put us in confinement, and having 
*■< taken all our plunder and cash, which amounted to a 
“ large sain, let us depart for our own country, after 
“ being one month in prison ; at this period Captain 
“ Sign Sahib was at Ellichpore. The gang returned to 
“ Hindustan and 1 remained at Oomroutee.” 

Seo Been adds, that the following leaders of gangs 
live in the Nagpore territory, near the village of Muz- 
roor and Corah, not far distant from the north bank of 
the Wurdah River, and he volunteers his services to 
point out and apprehend the whole of them and their 
gangs amounting to about sixty followers. 

I shall now propose the plan of operations which has 
been partly suggested by the captive Fhansigars, for 
the discovery and apprehension of all these villains who 
will soon be in motion for and within his Highness the 
Nizam’s territories. The Phansigars like the Pindaries 
of old, sally forth immediately after the Dessurah. 

It is proposed to station one of those Phansigar pri¬ 
soners at each of the undermentioned places, through 
which those plunderers must pass. A small guard of 
ten horsemen added to the local assistance to he had at 
the several places enumerated, will be quite sufficient to 
secure the prisoners that may be made. 

As the prisoners have pledged their lives to discover 
and detect all the Thugs and Phansigars that they may 
pass aloDg these roads, the arrangement and preparation 
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required fo ensure success may be left to their own 
adoption and approval. A pair of loose trousers to con¬ 
ceal a light form of chains on their feet is all that they 
require, with a decent looking jacket and turband. 

They intend taking post at some of the Chowkies 
where Customs, are collected, and they can be attended 
by two or three horsemen on foot, who «yi allow the 
Pliansigars who may be pointed on* in the first instance 
to pass !h« cto»Kit;*, «ud afterwards apprehend them. 
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MIN IST/fy. 



Twvns, 


Remark!. 


Sena*&b,.. »...***. The Thug*pass hence toKandeish,Paouab,&c 

, t Several great roads lead from this Town that 

Booihaupoor,.J are a | ways crowded with Phansigars. 

Mulkm»r..» r . All the cross roads through Berar meet here. 

, > S The Pass or Ghaut leads to Boorhanpoor and 

..iHindustan. 

^ This-toad is .****".**&.■ aiM ejaumera- 

Tackunwarub* \ble murders have been perpetrated on it 

< This road is always frequented by the N and air 
Bassua, t Phaosigars. 

( hr. "<1 roads meet here Bloch frequented by 

Ajoorah.. dthe Pbaua... -“—it also commands the Nagpoor 

road, 

Khanapoor also called f This pU« is much fre v -ted, as many cross 
Mylaram, . I •«**» n**tture. 

r Several cross roads from Perbminee, ov . meet 
r* here—this place and Khanapoor command tl ^ 

*'" * .“ ’ * * * £ high road to Julnah from Hyderabad, 

I hope vou will excuse the leng th of this letter, as I am 
hopeful that some parts of the information it contains, 
regarding the Pbansigars, may prove useful to Sir Charles 
Metcalfe in apprehending these murderers in His High¬ 
ness the Nizam’s territory. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

(Signed) R. M. SMEllftlFF, Captain, 

S. A. C. General. 

Camp near Jaulnah, 13th Oct * 1823. 

Note,-—'T his paper was first seen by me in I83& 


VT, H. SLEEMAN* 
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APPENDIX U. 


TO THE REGISTER TO THE FOUJDARY 
ADAWLUT, 

Fort St. George. 

Sir, 

X lately addressed to the Court a, letter 
under date the 27th DenemWr I«at, respecting Fa«- 
seegars. 

As it may be of use that the Court should possess all 
the information that can be obtained respecting the 
crimes committed by people of this description, 1 have 

the honor herewith to transmit a trausfc ,tU “ 

utton ot an informer employed bv me, and r> copy *' 

Correspondence with the Magistrate of Masnlipatanu 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W\ E. WRIGHT, 

Magistrate , 

Chittoor , Zillah Court, 1 
31sl January, 1816. J 


TO THE MAGISTRATE IN THE ZILLAH 
CHITTOOR. 


Declaration given by Shaikh Madar, son of Eutta 
Mahomed, aged about 30 years, a resident of Goda- 
maupully, in the Coorumeondah Talook, at^obed to the 
Zillah of Cudapah, gains his liveld .od by cuitivating 

lands. 
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Pursuant to tho orders of tbe Court, f and feliaik.lt 
Ebram, about five months ago, set out for the purpose 
of gaining information of the Fauseegars, and went to 
my ^village the said Godamaupdly, and remained there 
for eight days. From thence we went to Nellore, by 
way of Roohawade, Cudapah, Dongalaumcanama and 
Baochurdde Polum, from whence having gained infor¬ 
mation, we went to Zoovaladinnab, by way of Puntaloor, 
and from thence we went to Guntoor by way of Ramia- 
putana, Carrood, Banpala, Chatrum, Cadacoordoor, Cha- 
tmm Sandole. and Pamacalvah, attached to the Zillah 
of Masnlipatam. Some traveller there told us, that 
about five days before (about five months have now 
elapsed) a Sowar, and two Peons were coming from 
Masulipatam, with 3,000 rupees, when the said three 
persons were murdered by Fauseegars near a tank, 
between Gollapun, ..„,i and the rupees 

taken. Hearing of this circumstance; we from Guntoor 
went to Naloocondtrh, by way of Bcllnmcondah, Dasa- 
pully and Mereyaloogoody. On our enquiring-there we 
heard that the Fauseegars who had murdered the said 
Sowar and others were in the village of Zellalagoolu- 
pullv. From thence we went to Zellalagoolapully, and 
enquired there when we found Deenagaudoo (who is the 
adopted son of Davuljeegawn, who is now iu jail at 
Salem) Daudagaudoo, younger hmfher of Dauvuljee, 
Abdul Hymen, and some other persons whose names I 
ar» unacquainted with, who made their escape, when 
Veerasawmy Naick came from Salem,' aud apprehended 
the said Dauvuljee about a year ago, iu all about twenty 
persons. We asked the people of the said village who 
they were, when they told us that they had come from 
the Honorable Company’s Territorfe® to deal in cloths, 
whereupon, supposing that they would live in that place 


( 301 > 


for some days, we returned about a month ago to oar 
village by way of Mereyaloo and the Dongalasany Pass : 
we remained a little time in oar village, and have now 
come to you. 

Mark of Shaik Mader, 

taken before me. 

(Signed) W. E. WEIGHT, 

Magistrate. 


30f/< December , 1815. 


True Translation, 


(Signed) H. DICKENSON, A. M. 


TO THE MAGISTRATE IN THE ZILLAH 
OF M A SU LI P AT AM. 

Sir, 

The following is an Extract from a Declara¬ 
tion given before me. 

“ One day about five months ago, a Sowar and two 
Peons were coming on the road with 3000 rupees from 
Masulipatam, and were murdered near a tank between 
Masulipatam and Gollapully, and the money taken.” 

You will oblige me by informing me whether the cir¬ 
cumstance is true, and also whether any other persons in 
your Ziilah have been lately missing (supposed to be 
murdered). 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. E. WRIGIIT, 

Magistrate. 

Ziilah Court of Chittoor, f 
30 th December, 1815. ) 





( 302 ) 


TO THE MAGISTRATE IN THE ZILLAH 
OF CHITTOOR. 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter of the 30th ultimo, 
I enclose a Deposition which contains the whole oi the 
information that I have been able to obtain respecting 
the three persons who are supposed to have been mur¬ 
dered. I am not aware that any other person belonging 
to this Zillah are missing. 

I have, &c. 

% (Signed) J. B. TOD, 

Magistrate* 

Masulipatam Zillah , Magistrate s 1 
Office , 22d January, 1816. j 


Declaration given by Autoomoory G op cud Kisinamah, 
son of Narsimmaloo of the Ramanoojum Religion , of 
the Comaly cast, aged 28 years , gains his livelihood by 
trading as a Shroff of Narebelleput . 

For the last eight years, the Shroffs of the Polacull 
country have been always in the habit of sending Rupees 
to me to change for them into Pagodas which I returned 
to them : accordingly they sent the sum of 3,200 Rupees, 
of which 1,000 belonged to a Banyiah of Polacull, 800 
to Salamdy Luchoomena Royadoo, and 1400 to Gaude 
Soobbunnah of Valagavooroo, by two Peons, through one 
Caumiab, elder brother to the said Gaude Soobbunnah, 
for the purpose of their being changed for Pagodas ; the 
said three persons, on the morning of Sunday, the 3d 
September 1815, corresponding with the 30th or new 
moon of the month of Stravannah, of the year Evab, left 
Polacull for Bunder, and on their way they passed by the 
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Calepatam’s ford, and travelled on from thence until sun 
set as far as a tank lying’ between Chinnagollapolum 
and Peddagollapolum. It is uncertain whether they 
again moved from that place. Six days after they had left 
Polacull, the owner of the property sent to me a Peon 
named Pellagopauloo, from Polacull, to know whether 
the said persons had come to this place with the Rupees, 
when I told him that, they had not come to this place. After¬ 
wards the owners of the-property were informed by per¬ 
sons who had been in search of the thieves that two hours 
before the Peons had passed the Calepatam’s ford, six 
persons of the Oopalaboya cast, and two PdBns of the Mus¬ 
sulman cast, had been seen passing the said ford—their 
names could not be discovered. Thinking that I might 
find a dead body buried, 1 searched among the trees and 
sand, but could find none. The Oooly Peons svlio brought 
the Rupees, and the brother of one of the owners of the 
property, all resided in the said Polacull, with their wives 
and children, and were trustworthy persons. It is there¬ 
fore supposed that they could not have practised any 
fraud. 

(Signed) AUTOOMOORY GOPAUL 
KISTNAMAH. 

January 22, 1816. 

Deposed before me at Mausilipatam, the 22d day of 
January, 1816. 

► (Signed) J. B. TOD, Magistrate , 


TO THE MAGISTRATE, IN* THE ZILLAH OF 
M.ASUL1PATAM. 

Sir, 

I have received your letter under date the 
22d instant, and send for your information a copy of a 
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Declaration given before me respecting the murder of the 
persons, mentioned in the Declaration, which accompanied 
your letter. 

As I believe gangs of murderers and robbers, called 
Fauseegars, not imfrec|ueutly pass through your zillah, 
I send for your information extracts of Letters and 
copies of Declarations which may be of use, by enabling 
you to give such orders to your Police, as may lead to 
the discovery of some persons of this description. 

There is no donbt that the murder mentioned in the 
Declarations actually took place. 

A gang of ^Fauseegars generally carry with them a 
Pickaxe and Mamoty to dig holes in which to bury the 
bodies of the murdered, by which it may be possible some¬ 
times to discover these people. 


I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your most, obedient Servant, 


(Signed) W. E. WRIGHT, 

Magistrate,. 



Extract of a Letter from the Magistrate of the Zillah 
of Ckittoor to the Register to the Foujdarry Adaw- 
lut, dated 6tk December 1803. 

- ; „ * * * < i f $ $p ;;.gf 

1. The Records of Trials before the Courts of Circuit 
must have given to the Foujdarry Adawlut information 
respecting those extraordinary associations of parsons 
called Fauseegars (so called from the manner in which 
they put their victims to death) who take extensive jour- 
nies under the disguise of travellers for the purpose of 
committing murders and robberies ; these associations, 
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which consist chiefly of Moormen, were formerly ex¬ 
tremely numerous, particularly in the Chittoor Pollums 
and some parts of the Ceded District; a gang some¬ 
times consisting of from thirty to forty persons, who used 
to divide into small parties of about ten or twelve 
persons, and each party taking different routes. They had 
tixed places of rendezvous in advance, where they all 
met and divided their booty, and again prosecuted their 
journey in the same way. The Fauseegars received 
encouragement and protection from petty Polegars and 
headmen of villages who shared in their plunder, and 
fathers brought np their children to murder and rob, 
which constituted a regular profession by which many 
tamilies subsisted from generation to generation. 

2. The extension of the Company’s Government and 
the attention paid to the Police of the country has 
checked in a considerable degree this inhuman practice. 
There are now seldom so many persons in a gang as 
formerly. The plans of the Fauseegars are now less 
systematic and they are frequently obliged to change 
their places of abode, but they arc still numerous, and a 
great number of murders are committed by them every 
year in the Company’s territories. 

3. The release, within the last three years, of many 
persons belonging to these associations from the prisons 
in the Ceded District, and the jail of Chittoor, has 
tended to encourage the Fauseegars ; they have become 
acquainted with the form of trial they will undergo if 
apprebeuded, and the nature of the evidence necessary to 
convict them; many of them are now aware that they have 
only to deny the crime with the commission of which 
they are charged, and that they are certain of escaping. 

10. I am particularly impressed with the necessity of 
some extraordinary means being adopted to suppress 
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these associations and to bring to justice the members of 
them, but on so important a subject it is with great 
diffidence 1 submit my sentiments to the Court. 

It, It is only necessary to consider the habits of the 
Faaseegars to be convinced of the extreme difficulty of 
discovering .and convicting' them, and how inadequate the 
ordinary measures of police and the operation of the 
present laws are for effecting those objects ; the scene of 
their crimes is always out of -their own district and 
seldom within thirty miles of their usual places of abode; 
they are sometimes absent from their homes for several 
months together and take journeys of many hundred 
miles ; their victims are generally travellers with whose 
circumstances they become acquainted at public choultries ; 
they frequently change their names, and sometimes go 
by several names, the latter to prevent detection ; they 
murder their victims at a distance from towns or large 
villages, in public roads leading through jungles or 
uncultivated land in which they bury their bodies; they 
sometimes fake with them some of their children (boys 
under twelve years age) the less to attract notice and 
suspicion ; the headman of the gang sometimes rides on 
a horse and they have generally with them some Bullocks 
or Tattoo Ponies to carry the plundered property, and by 
these means they more readily pass for merchants, the 
character they frequently assume ; a gang is always 
sufficiently numerous to allow of several persons belong¬ 
ing to it being stationed at a short distance from the 
places where their victims are put to death, to give alarm 
in case of the approach of danger; they never commit a 
robbery unaccompanied with murder; they first strangle 
their victims and then plunder them. 

(Signed) W. E. WEIGHT. 




Extract of a letter from the Magistrate of Ckittoor to 
the Secretary to Government in the Judicial Depart~ 
merit , dated 1st July 1812* 

30. \Vith*respect to the crime of murder by Fail see- 
gars it is not possible for any Magistrate to say how much 
it prevails in Ilfs zillah in consequence of the precautions 
taken by these people of burying the bodies of the mur¬ 
dered. Soon after my appointment, a large gang of Fausee- 
gars (many of whom lived in this zillah) were discovered 
and apprehended on their return to their homes from a 
journey they had made to the Travancore country, where 
they had committed numerous murders and brought home 
a rich booty in money and goods of ail sorts ; since that 
pedod particular endeavors have been made to discover 
any Fauseegars residing in this zillah ; a few have beeu 
apprehended, some convicted and others have left the 
zillah ; many of the Pauseegars who have been brought to 
trial here were not inhabitants of the zillah. At present I 
say with some degree of confidence, that there ate now 
living in the zillah very few, it tty, Fauseegars, who have 
lately committed oitences, but that murders are occasionally 
committed by Fauseegars in this zillah as in every other 
in the country cannot be doubted. In 1810 the bodies ofc 
three Hindoo merchants were accidentally found buried 
a short distance from Vellore, which they left one morning 
very early on their way to Salem where they lived. From 
information received there is reason to believe the Fausee¬ 
gars followed them from Madras (where they had been 
with Merchandize) before they found an opportunity of 
murdering them. It may be generally said there is no dis¬ 
covering Fauseegars while travelling, though a few 
months ago a gang of eleven persons were fortunately 
apprehended travelling through the zemindary of Calastry, 



one or two of them having been recognized by a Police 
Thauadar as having been before in the Jail ot Chittoor 
for the same crime. Pardons which have lately been given 
by Government to several of these people have had a most 
beneficial etfect. About forty Fauseegars are now in this 
Jail, of whose guilt (though they have been acquitted) not 
a shadow of donbt exists; many more ha^e been appre¬ 
hended in Caddapah zillah, and many have (led from it; 
many have also escaped from Salem into the Mysore 
country, where I have lately had some reason to suppose 
that a good many Fauseegars who have left the Company’s 
territories, have taken up their temporarary residence. 

31. It is not possible to conjecture with any degree 
of accuracy what number of persons have annually fallen 
victims in the Company’s territories to the barbarous 
practices of Fauseegars. That for the last four or five years 
(to 1811) they have amounted to several hundred each 
year I have no doubt, but it is certain that formerly a 
much greater number of persons were annually killed by 
Fauseegars. This account will not perhaps appear exagge¬ 
rated it it be admitted (and the tact has been proved) that 
there are many considerable gangs oi these people who 
live by murder and robbery; if it should be objected that 
we seldom hear of persons being murdered or missing*, it 
must be recollected that it is only in cases of large sums of 
money being lost (as when Lieutenant Blackston’s people, 
seven in number, were murdered, and a thousand Pagodas 
taken) that enquiry is excited respecting missing people. 
It is travellers only who are murdered, and many of them 
poor people whose disapperance is probably never men¬ 
tioned out of their own families, who may not attribute 
their death to the true cause. They murder even Coolies 4 , 
Palanqueen boys, Fakeers and Byragees—no one escapes 
whom they have an opportunity of murdering—the chance 
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is that every man has a rupee or two about him in money 
or cloths, and with them the most trifling sum is a suffi¬ 
cient inducement to commit murder. The property of the 
eleven persons lately murdered by the gang apprehended 
in the zemindary of C'alastry did not exceed in value 
thirty Pagodas, and though several of their bodies were 
found, none of the friends have been discovered. 

(Signed) W. E. WEIGHT. 



TO THE MAGISTRATE IN THE ZELL AH OF 
CHITTOOk 


Declaration given iy S/iaik Madar of Goottapaliam, in 
the Talook of Vauvelpaudg, of district of Cuddapah, 
aged about, 35 years. 

That is to say, 

1. My father named Futta Mahomed, was employed 
• as a Cuttoobady Peon *«>■ >* tim© t>y Paupe Naick, 

Poligar of the said Goottapaliam. I i« Som\, S i» 

patam and was employed in the service of the Sultan in 
a battalion for about five years. After which on that 
country being taken possession of by the Company, I was 
discharged, and returned to my father at the village of 
Goottapaliam: afterwards I and my father cultivated 
land and attended to Cuttoobady duties ; about six years 
ago, my father died. Mr. Monro, who was Collector 
of that country, jufted (resinned) the Cuttoobady lands, 
and we became cultivators in that village. About five 
years ago, Gidda BadaCawn, one Daudavala Bada Cawn, 
one Fakeerab, one Ooneyab, four persons with their fami¬ 
lies came from Cullore to the said village of Goottapaliam, 
for the purpose of living there, and asked the Poligar 
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Faope Naick to give them some gromid for building 
bouses upon, telling him they were merchants and 
“ traders he accordingly gave them some ground in a 
little village called Gollapully, attached to Gootapaiiana, 
where they accordingly built houses and resided. 

2. Being on very friendly terms with them, they 
asked me to borrow four Pootties of Grain any where and 
to give it to them, and as I considered them from their 
appearance to be merchants and creditable persons, I 
borrowed the Grain from an inhabitant named Ghere- 
gereddy, and gave it to them. 

3. About three months after, these four persons pre¬ 
pared for a journey, saying they were going to trade in 
the Hyderabad country. I asked them for the price 
oi the Grain which Lhad borrowed on their account, to 
which they replied they would give it as soon as they 
returned. I consented, and they went off and returned to 
the village after three months absence, and paid me the 
money which was due to me; after remaining therefor 
about three montho, thoy again made preparation for a * 
journey. teH«*’a* *»** tUe y were going towards Bell-ary for 
the purpose of getting employment: they called me and 
said “ the women are living in our houses and if you 
“will lend whatever they require for their expenses we 
“ will repay you as soon as we return.” I accordingly 
during their absence lent the women two Pootties of Grain. 
About four months afterwards they returned to the village, 
when I asked them for the price of the Grain, and they 
said they were unable at present to give it, but would 
pay me by and by. They delayed doing so for three 
months and I continued to importune them for pay¬ 
ment: at this time a Jemadar named Fakeer Mahomed 
(who is not present) came to them from Nerrabayeloo, 
and seeing me pressing them to pay, promised that he 
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would pay for them, and for this purpose he took me with 
him to a village called Nerrabayeloo, and alter that to 
Jemadar Madar Saib, son of Charge! Emaumboy, at a 
village called Coley Multoor, in the district of Dur- 
mapoory, where I and Fakeer Mahomed remained in 
his (Madar Sahib’s) house for fifteen days. 

Tippoo Gaudoo, Zimin© Gaudoo, Paud Cawn, Saib 
Cawn, Deenn Gaudoo, Condacara Futta, and ten other 
persons (whose names i do not recollect) ol Galey M ut- 
fotfr and other villages, and Fakeer Mahomed of Ner- 
rabayeloo, united Jnto a gang- in the house of Jemadar 
Madar Saib, and'T'akeer Mahomed told me that '‘lie and 
“ Jemadar Madar Saib and the others intended to go to 
“ the Trichiuopoly country for the purpose of procuring 
“ property by killing people by Fausee (strangling), and 
“ promised that if t would go and ohey their directions 
“ 1 should be paid monthly four rupee*,” 

6. Having consented to what he proposed we all 
assembled the nest day, and at three o’clock A. M. left 
the said Coleymuttoor and passing Durmapoorv on the 
road to Tricbinopoly we arrived at a Choultry situated 
near a village called Deevettyputty, in the Talook of 
Salem. The day before we arrived, Mahomed Cawn, his 
son Hoossane Cawn, both of whom are now before the 
Court, and Causeeratn, Chengooram, Mancram, Parasoo- 
ram, Lutcheram, and five or six persons whose names I 
do not recollect, and who are not present, came and halted 
at that Choultry ; afterwards Fakeer Mahomed asked 
the said Hoossane Cawn where he bad been and what he 
had procured ? To which he answered, “ we killed tsvo 
“ Commit ties near a village called Vaurahaniullah, in the 
“ country of Madura, and have brought 300 Sanvara 
“ Causooloo (or pure gold coin)—this I heard.” 

7. The two gangs of Fauseegars remained together 
there that night, and after-lamp light a Bramin with some 


things upon a white horse came to the Choultry on Ills way 
from Seringapatam to Trichinopoly. The said ifoosane 
Cawn, Neerabayeloo and Fakeer Mahomed advised him 
to halt as we also were all going to Trichinopoly and would 
accompany him in the morning, to which he consented and 
halted there : during the night the said Hoossane Cawn, 
Fakeer Mahomed and Chingdoram killed the Bramin 
and took the horse, twenty Star Pagodas and sundry other 
articles found upon him, and the two gangs having divided 
the property gave me one rupee, telling me it was*on 
account of my wages. Afterwards two or three persons 
(wlvo.se names I do not recollect) of Mahomed Cawi/s 
gang took the corpse and went away, saying t!^ey would 
bury it in the inner part of a Tank situated near DeveUy- 
pntty. After their departure I went to sleep, and the next 
morning these throe persons told mo that they had dis¬ 
posed ot the body proposed in the Tank, after which 
Mahomed Cawn’s gang went away, saying they were going 
to Neerabayeloo. 

8. Wo set out from thence and proceeding on the 
road to Namacull with the intention of going- to TrichiU 
nopoly, halted in Choultry near a little village, situated 
about four or six miles distant on the other side of 
Namacull, where another gang of Fauseegars, consisting 
ol Gala Em am, Harala, and Hoossane, who are now be¬ 
fore the Court, and Aliem Khan, Esmall Cawn, Vencata- 
ramdoo, and three persons, whose names I do not recol¬ 
lect, and who are not present, joined us. Fakeer Mahomed 
asked the said Gala Ernam what country he had visited 
and what he had procured ? He answered, " we have been 
“towards Madura and procured nothing.” Fakeer 
Mahomed said, " we are going towards Trichinopoly, come 
with us to which Cula Ernam and the other persons 
attached to him consented, arid we remained there that 
day; the next morning three Canada people came to the 
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place, and Cala Emam enquired their destination. They 
said they were coming from Madwarow Taseeldar of 
Bangalore, for the purpose of going'tc Caroor Caungayem. 
He proceeded with them about eigK miles to tb<~ ether side 
of Naotacull, but as we had notsn opportunity of strang- 
ling them within that distance, verelumed again and halted 
in a Choultry situated near & Tank near Namacull and 
remained 'Ihe three Canada people 

returned by the same road, and we saw and followed them. 
They stopt in a Choultry situated round a Church of Mauree 
Annab, in the village of Taurocputty anu ^ c »t to them 
and told them that we also were going to Bangaio^, ^ 
ail lodged together on very friendly terms. 

9. A minute afterwards two Sepoys, one of them a 
Moor and the other of tjbe Bblja cast, came and lodged in 
the same Choultry, on their way from Hydrabad to Aut~ 
tumputy. The Canara people. Sepoys and ourselves re¬ 
mained there that night, and at three o'clock in the morn¬ 
ing Cala Emam and Harala Hoossane, who are now before 
the Court, and Allem Cawn, Saib Cawn, Condacara 
jPutta and three others, whose names I do not re¬ 
collect, and myself, got op and awoke tile Sepoys, telling 
them wo were going to Auttumputty and asked them to 
go T They accordingly set aui ' and proceeded as 

far as a dry water-course near a Buttee garden, in the 
neighbourhood of that village, where we stopt and pro¬ 
posed smoking our Hookas, to which they agreed. Shortly 
afterwards we strangled them and took Cloths, three 
Gold Bings, 20 Star Pagodas, m ready cash, found 
upon them, and having buried them in a dry water¬ 
course, we returned to the remainder of our people who 
were in the Choultry at Mauree Annah, (Church) near 
Tarooputfcy. When we were about to set out from thence 
the three Canara people left that place, and we followed. 
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joined (hern, and went as far as the inner part of a tek* 
hear Agrabarum, ■which is situated between Taroopntty 
and Devettyputty, where we strangled them, and took 
four or ftv«i seers oI Turmerick, five or six Rupees 
and Clothes, and tyitg the bodies as bundles in 
blankets we carried them to a Hanontuntaroy's Church 
in a jungle, near Tapoor Canama (or pass), where wo 
buried them. ? 

10. From thence we went to a little village on this 
side of Andavund Cottah, and balteu, when Gala htoatn 
and Harala f»-* 8a ne, who are now before the Court, 
and a man Cawn, Sail) Cawn, Esrnall Cawn, Vencata- 
rarndoo, and three others, (whose names I do not recollect) 
took their shares and went away, saying they were going- 
to their village Gootacnl. 

11, From thence we went to Eradoo, and from thence 
along the road leading to Satteainungalum, when three 
Baljavars, with 100 Rs., who were proceeding from 
Seringapatam to Triehinopoly, came up ; we joined 
and went with them as far as a dry water-course near 
Chinna Mala, where we strangled them, took the 100 Rs., 
Clothes, and a Bullock, found upon them, and buried the 
bodies in the water-course. 

12. We then returned toward* Eradoo, and arrived at 
a Choultry in * Tope on the side of the village of Chit tad oo, 
and where we remained three days: on the evening of 
the third day two Baneyan Merchants and silver belted 
Peons came and halted in the Chouiiry, on their way from 
Bavanegoodul to Coimbootoor, and remained there that 
night. The next morning they set out and we proposed 
accompanying them to Coimbootoor, for the purpose of 
purchasing cloths. After proceeding a short distance we 
caine to a dry water-course, where we strangled them, 
and took Veeraroy Fanams, amounting to about Star 


( 315 ) 

Pagodas 2500, some Cloths, &c. and the silver Belt, btfry- 
iag the bodies ia the dry water-course. Setting out from 
thence we arrived at Raljarputty, where they divided 
the residue of the property, and the said Fakeer Maho- 
med paid me the wages which were due to me# 

13. Afterwards all the persons, except myself, went 
away to their respective villages. 1 remained in the house 
of Esmoil at Devettyputty for a period of two months. 
Mullock Cawn and Futta Cawn, who are now before 
the Court, and Essooi Cawn and Saib Cawn, who are 
not present, came to Devettyputty where I was. I 
asked them where they had been? They said “ We have 
been to Trichinopoly aud procured property by Fau- 
seegaree,—we are now returning to our village Nerra- 
bayeloo, come with us to your village.” 

14. We then set out in company and coming near a 

Tamarind Tope and well in the jungl® near Tapoor 
Cauama or Pass, saw a Bramin sitting, we killed 

and buried in an old well near that place ; we found on 
him Tumballs, Cloths, and 8 Rs. in ready cash, which 
we divided (and from thence proceeded as far as Durma- 
poory, from whence Mullock Cawn and others) who 
were with me, went to their village, and when l was 
returning by the road leading to my village, I saw Saib 
Cawn, Esmall Cawn, Munja and his wife, in all four 
persons, of Bada Baljurputtoo, coming near Chinna Bai- 
jurputtoo, and I asked them whence they were coming ; 
they answered, “ we have been to Royacotab, returning ^ 
“ from thence met a Bramin of Benares, carrying a 

“ Cauvedee to Ramaswarum, whom wo killed and found 
“ upon him 380 Ausbrafee (gold coins), which we took 
“ and are now going to oar village ” They went away to 
their village accordingly. 
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15. The persons who used to go with the gang of 
N err a boy el oo are about twenty in number, living in 
villages of Podala, Podakaners, Hoppene and Gollaputty, 
in the district of Combom. 

16. Besides those Fauseegars who are now before the 
Court, I eau seize many others and produce them in the 
Court with proofs. 

17. The wife of Fakeer Mahomed of Nerraboyaloo, 
who is not present, told me, that her husband arid some 
others of that village killed three Sowcar's people iu ilie 
road leading from Conjevaram, Pondichery, and brought 
Pauvele, or new double Pagodas, of seven rupees value 
each. 

18. About three years ago, a person name Fakeer 
Haeckoodoo seizedModeeu, who is now present, Akemen 
Cawn, who is dead, Azza Cawn, Em am Cawn, Sheikh 
Emsm arid Mahomed Hoosane, who are now '■'mfine- 
ment »*- of tlie Court of Cnddapah, and about ten 
other persons whose names i uo not recollect, and myself, 
and carried us to the Court of Codecondat. In the mean 
time, as that Court was abolished and included in the 
zillah Court of Cuddapah, we were sent to that Court, and 
when we were examined, as we did not declare the truth 
respecting onr having been concerned in the Fausee 
trade, some of us were released. 

19. About twenty days ago when I went to Cottapa- 
liam for the purpose of discovering Fauseegars, .1 heard 
that the gang of Daudavala, EadaCawn and others of that 
village had gone towards Bellary by way of Caddapah for 
the purpose of Fauseegaree. 

20. And I also heard that part of a gang of Fausee- 
•gars of Nerraboyeloo hP“» ' -ards Bander or Masn- 
lipatam for the same pun * 
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21. Respecting the Fauseegars and their proceedings 
this is all I know to the best of my recollection. 

(Marked) SHAIK MADAR, 
Sworn to before me, 1st February, 1811, 

(Signed) W. E. WRIGHT, 

Magistrate .. 

(A true translation,) 

(Signed) SEP. MONEY, 

Assistant Magistrate . 

TO THE MAGISTRATE IN THE Z1LLAH 
OF CH1TTOOR. 


Declaration of Yerrogaudoo, son of Yerra.mare.ddy of 
Bundraputty, in, the Talook of Magarall, attached to 
Chittoor Poll unis, aged about 16 years. 

1. When my mother and father died daring the famine 
■which occurred about four years ago, I went in search of 
a livelihood to a village called Nerraboyeloo, in the Talook 
of Goorumcondab, attached to theziilah of Cuddapah, and 
lodged daring the night at the house of a pot-maker 
named Moosalanah. The next morning Mahomed Cawn, 
whe is now before the Court, (of Nerraboyeloo) saw and 
asked me who 1 was and from whence I came. T told 
him how I was situated, and that 1 came there in search 
of employ, that he promised me clothes and maintainance.. 
I accordingly remained with him and worked as he 
directed me. 

2. Some time after Mahomed Cawn, his son Hog- 
sane Cawn, Sheik Hussen, Sheik Hoossane, Sheik Futta, 
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Sbeihjee, Lis son Goodooboy, Yacoob, Sted Emam, Lis 
elder brother Sied Modeen, Ullah Bueksb, and Madar, 
%vho are now before the Court, and Aab Cawn, Saib 
Cawn, Emam Saib, and some other persons, about 7 in 
number, (whose names I do not recollect) and who are 
now run away, of village of Nerraboyeloo, assembled with 
the intention of going to the Tautcputree country. 

Mahomed Cawn desired me to go also, and as I was 
employed in his house, I took a package with him; we 
all set out from Jferraboyeloo and were going along the 
road leading to Tauteputree, when we met a Palanquin 
boy in the road whom Mahomed Cawn questioned as 
to where he was going, to which the boy replied I came 
with a Gentleman’s Palanquin, but being seized with fever 
and unable to walk, I am going on slowly towards Gottee, 
in the hope of meeting the Gentleman there, Mahomed 
Cawn said he would go also; so we all set out and arrived at 
a river’s side situated near Tauteputree, where they killed! 
the Palanquin boy and took three rupees, cloths, &c. 
found upon him, and threw the body into the river. We all 
went from thence to the town of Tauteputree, and were 
proceeding from thence along the road leading to Cudda- 
pah, when we saw a Moorman with a bullock, who was 
going along the road near a village called Padatoor. We 
went with him a short distance, and they killed him by 
Fausee, and taking the bullock, one rupee, and cloths 
found upon him, buried the body in a dry water-course, 
which was near. 

4. We then left the Caddapah road, and went along 
the road leading to Bundur, (or Masulipatam,) when we 
were joined by about ten persons, who were concerned 
with another gang of Fauseegars. Shortly afterwards, we 
saw two Rajpoots, near a village called Paretaul, who 
were going to Bundur from Hydrabad; from thence the 
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two gangs of Fauseegars accompanied them as far as a vil- 
Fagecalled Ebramputen, where they killed them by Fausee, 
and took a large red Mare, 20 or 30 pieces of Cloths, 
4 Pagodas, 100 Rs. in ready cash, 2 silver Finger 
Rings, 2 Swords, 2 Firelocks, 4 Chemboos, 1 Tara- 
balum, and 2 Tapalies ; the bodies were buried in a 
river which was near. Of these things, one Sword and 
one Tambahim are now before the Court—the other 
things were proportionably divided between the two 
gangs of Faaseegars. We all went from thence to Raja- 
mnndry and arrived at a Choultry, and a Tank (about four 
miles) on this side of Bundur where two Goliars and 
one Moorman had baited ; we went to them and from 
thence proceeded together as far as the sea side, when 
they killed them by Fausee and took 1000 Rs. found upon 
the Goliars, and 100 Rs. found upon the Moorman, and 
10 or 20 pieces of jacket cloths, and buried the bodies 
in a hole ; the pieces of jacket cloths were tied in this 
square wax cloth, now before the Court; as the village 
at which the Goliars and Moorman were expected to 
arrive, is but one day's march from the village which 
they had left, fearing that a search would be instituted 
by their relations, we left that road without going to 
Bundur. 

5. After this, all except myself, went towards the 
Hydrabad country, but Mahomed Cawn told me to go 
back to the village. I accordingly returned to the village 
of Nerraboyeloo, and remained there for one month, at 
which time a person named Emam, who is not present, 
prepared to go off with the intention of joining Mahomed 
Cawn and his gang, and Mahom?d Cawn’s wife asked 
me to go with Einam for the purpose of dressing her 
husband’s victuals. 
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I accordingly went with him and joined Mahomed 
Cawn near a village called Pedoogooralloo, situated in 
the road leading from Bandur to Madras; where they went 
or what they procured by Fausee after I left them, I 
know not. From thence we all went towards Madras and 
fell in with three Mogulvalloos, (or Moormen) who were 
going to Madras with cloths, &c.frotnHydrabad. We went 
with them a short distance and then killed them by Fausee; 
some valuable white Cloths, one Keenkhaub Jule, a Bed, 
a large Horse, and about 100 Savnaraeasaloo (or pure 
gold cashes) were found upon them ; these we took and 
buried the bodies in a dry water-course—of those things, 
the Keenkhaub Jule is now present in the Court. 

After this, Sied Emam and his elder brother, Sied 
Modeen, took five or six men out of those who are now 
before the Court whose names I do not recollect, and 
went towards Bundur. I remained with Mahomed Cawn 
and others, at a village situated near the place where 
the Mogulvalloos were killed, and at this place the other 
gang separated from us, having first received their just 
share of the stolen property. 

8. A few clays after this, Sied Emam and others 
returned, when I heard Sied Emam tell Mahomed Cawn, 
that they had killed a Mogulman near Hydrpbad, and 
Mahataubee Topies, a white Horse, and 10 Rs. found 
upon the boy; of those things, that white Horse and two 
Mahataubee Topies or Caps, are now present in the Court. 

0. After this Sied Emam and ourselves assembled 
and went from thence towards Madras, and on the road 
to Madras we saw a Baljavur man with a Horse, one ser¬ 
vant, and two Bramins, who were going from Madras to 
Hydrabad ; this was about one day’s march from Pedoo¬ 
gooralloo, and they killed them by Fausee (by strangling), 
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buried them in a dry water-coarse near that place, and took 
2 Jamakanahs, 1 black horse, 5 Jumballs, 1 Coosoomba 
or red turband, 1 Patunchoo Dovatee or cloth, 1 Patuu- 
choo red cloth, 1 Patunchoo black cloth or Sie cloths, 100 
Hydrabad Rupees, and 1 wooden box. I was present 
when all those things were taken, of which the two Jama- 
kanahs and 1 Patunchoo cloth are now before the Court 
—I know their description. 

10. We afterwards went and remained at Madras 
one night, and were going to Pondichery, where three 
persons belonging to a Sowcar, were conveying Pauvele 
(new doable) Pagodas in two purses, and passing near a 
Choultry, situated upon a 8 a» Canrees (salt rivers) side 
between Madras and Pondichery, where the gang 
killed them by Fausee, and took the Pagodas and cloths, 
&c. found upon them, and buried the bodies on the spot. 

11. About six months ago, we returned to the said 
village of Nerraboyeloo ; besides those things which were 
divided before, they divided in the said Mahomed 
Cawn’s house, ail the other cloths, horses, and ready 
cash, &c., which were procured by killing persons by 
Fausee, but did not give me any share. 

12. When they were dividing the property 2 Pauvele 
Pagodas fell down which I took up and gave into the 
hands of Coommara, or Polmaker Moosalenna of Nerra¬ 
boyeloo, with the intention of giving them into the hands 
of my elder brother. 

13. I will point out as far as I am able the things 
which are deposited with such and such persons by 
these persons now before the Court, but I do not 
recollect the names of the persons who keep the things. 

14. Subsequently Goodooboy and Madar, who are 
now before the Court, Mahomed Cawn’s son-iu-law, Laul 
Cawn, and six persons, whose names I do not recollect, 
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and who are not present, assembled and prepared for a 
strangling expedition ; this was about a month ago, when 
Mahomed Cawn told me to take and carry the package 
of the said Madar, and having taken the package we all 
left Nerraboyeloo, and went by way of Channel Ghaut, 
a little distance eastward, from whence Madar and 
Goodooboy returned, the omens not being' favorable, f 
also returned with them. The other persons proceeded 
with the intention of going to the Pondichery country 
by way of A root. When we were returning towards 
Nerraboyeloo, Etnain Naik, the Thanadar, seized us in 
Nangapnlla Channel Ghaut, and asked us to point out 
the Fauseegars, to which I and GadamanepuIIy Madar 
Saib, who is now before the Court, consented, and pointed 
out the Fauseegars, who are now brought to the Court, 
the others, about sixteen in number, ran away. 

15. The Fauseegars who joined ns when we went 
in the Bandar road as abovementioned, and those who 
were concerned with these gangs are living in four vil¬ 
lages called Padala, Patacanoor, Hebelly and Gollaputty, 
in the Talook of Camhom, attached to the Zillah of Cud- 
dapah. They now and then used to join the said Ma¬ 
homed Cawn, his son Hoossane Cawn, and others, (who 
are now before the Court) in their strangling expeditions, 
and divided the property thus procured. Their names are 
Caudavala Hoossane Saib, Oonegagaudoo, his younger 
brother Emara Saib, Aul Cawn, and about twenty per¬ 
sons, whose names are unknown to me. I am ready to 
point out ail those persons. 

16. When some of the people of the Cambom gang 
joined ns as aforesaid, I beard Honnoorgandoo tell 
Mahomed Cawn and others, that u they had killed 1 Su- 
“ badar, 1 Jemadar, and 1 Havildar, and a dog, which 
“ was with them within one day’s march of Ellore, and 
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“ took the bullock, cloths, and same ready cash, fouDd 
“ upon them, and that news of these murders having 
“ spread, a search has been instituted for the murderers.” 
They therefore advised us not to visit that part of the 
country. 

(Marked) YERROGAUDOO. 

Taken before me, 1st February, 1811, 

(Signed) W. E. WEIGHT, 

Magistrate. 

(True Translation,) 

(Signed) SEP. MONEY, 

Ass#. Magistrate. 



TO THE MAGISTRATE IN TUB j2ILjLAH OF 

CHITTOOR. 


Second Declaration given by 1 evt ogauuou, uycd aTtvui 

16 years. 

That is to say— 

1. Four persons were passing near Paretaul in the 
road to Ebrampnten, on their way from Rajamundry to 
Golocondah, when the Fauseegars strangled and buried 
them in a dry water-course which was near, and took 
some Doodles, and Dooganies, and cloths, found npon 
the bodies. 

2. Two Cometties and one Moorman, were passing 
a village called Nagaracnl, on their way from Madras 
to lTydrabad, when the Fauseegars followed them a little 
distance to a dry water-course, situated between Naga- 
racul and a village called Huttaralagam, there killed 
them by Fausee and buried them in the water-course; 
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a black and white coloured Jamakanab, a silk Panndstui, 
(a purse to keep beetle-nuts in) 2 Rs. in ready cash, 
2 Patunohoo (or silk bordered) cloths worn by them, and 
1 white Curably, some Tapalies, and Chemboos, (or 
pots) were found upon the bodies. Of those things the 
black and white coloured Jamakanah, is present in the 
Court. 

3. A person was passing along the road about one m ile 
on this side of Nagaracul, coming to Hydrabad, the Fau- 
seegars killed him and took one Gungasagarum Dhotie (a 
sort of cloth)! pistol, 20 rupees in ready cash, and two black 
Cumblies, found upon him, and buried the body in a dry 
water-course which was near. --Of those articles one fine 
black Curably is present in the Court—the pistol is at 
Nerraboyeloo, in the house ofYacoob, who is now present. 

4. J forgot in mention these oiroumsfanooe iu my 
first declaration. 

5. The white bullock which was found with a Moor¬ 
man who was killed near Tontepntrpe, is uuw at JVerra- 
boyelno, »'» u«wnouse ot Mahomed Cawn, who is now be¬ 
fore the Court. 

fi. It is customary for the Fauseegars to pretend 
friendship for travellers, and going with them a short dis¬ 
tance, to strangle them with their Dhoties. When the 
cloth is thrown round the neck, the travellers are seized 
by their legs, and kicked upon their private parts, and 
their dead bodies are cut open, and the limbs divided, to 
prevent their swelling, and emitting a smell through the 
erevioes formed in the ground. This smell would attract 
jackals, and they would dig down upon the bodies, which 
would thereby be discovered. It is also the custom of 
the Fauseegars to select a man especially to cut the 
corpse so, and to give him an additional share of the 
plundered property. 
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7. The red horse (with a white spot in the face), found 
upon two Rajpoot men who were killed near Ebrampetten, 
is a mare, and she is now present in Court. 

8. The said Mahomed Cawn’s cultivating servant 
named Nullo Hoossane, who is now living at Nem- 
boyeloo, was with the gang oi Fauseegars, with whom I 
went. I forgot to mention his name in the first declara¬ 
tion given by me. 

9. It is the custom of Fauseegars to shew signs by \ 
the hands and speak Bundoocultoo Mautaloo, (words j 
unknown by any others); for instance, if the hand »s put 
upon the whiskers, the meaning is, be courageous, do not 
fear; you must not reveal, I shall not. The meaning of j 
the word auhada, is one thousand. 

10. I said before that when the gang of Fauseegars 

went a second time, Goodooboy and Madar Saib lett 
them anti ictui.--* »- village, in consequence of an 

apascoonum, (or bad omen); these omens were a black 
crow sitting upon a dead tree, and without, making the 

uaaai with«. «•»«* •• ^rArr;z: 

frban touched lie branch of a tree and fell oil; .f they 
had paid no attention to these two omens, the, oppos¬ 
ed that thongh they mi 5 ht escape in one place, the, would 
lose their lives in some others : I heard them when the, 

were conversing in this manner. 

11. The horse which was found upon three Mogtu- 
men, who were killed at a place four days march from 
Madras, is of a red colour, a mate, and is with one of 
the gang of Fauseegars, named Ooneyagaudoo, iu Po- 
dala villages, attached to the distr ict ot Camboni. 

12. A Yagoyepareetum, (or holy string,) was worn 
by one of those persons killed between Madras and I on- 
dicherry. 
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13. The black horse which was found upon the Bal- 
javafraen, who were killed near Pedoogooratoo, was a 
mare, and had a colt, and as soon as they were brought to 
a village called Madataroovoo, they ate Moste Aukoaloo, 
(poisoned leaves) and died. 

14. It is the custom of the Fauseegars before they 
march, in order to ascertain whether or not success will 
attend them, to keep the Veyi'aham , or the image with 
brass things, which are now before the Court, and to 
worship a God named Anyee, and to bring a sheep and 
wash it, and afterwards to kill it, and to place the head 
before the God, and to place a lamp upon the head and 
to pray, mentioning at the same time the names of the 
four quarters, (east, north, south, and west,) aud if the 
nose of that head tremble at tho time when they mention 
the name of any quarter, they go in that direction, aud If 
it does not tremble, they do «» *" ‘ , *“ l 1|<U « any where. 

15. I stated that the Fauseegars kill the people with 
Dhoties. which they wear on their hips ; it is the custom 
of Fauseegars to keep Dhoties, like the one now before 
the Court, which was worn by Madar Saib, who is now 
before the Court, 

16. I do not recollect some places, nor do I exactly 
know other places in which all the people murdered by 
the Fauseegars, mentioned in ray declarations, are buried ; 
but I am able to point oat the places in which the four 
persons who were murdered near Paretaul, in the road to 
Ebramputen, were buried, aud also the places on which 
the two Collahs and the Moorman, who were going from 
Rajamundry to Bnndur, were buried. 

17. Sied Modeen who is now present, and five or 
six Fauseegars of those who came from the Cainbom 
country, killed three Gosayns by Fausee, near Pedoo- 
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goonilloo, aud took some ready cash, and cloths, and 
some Japalay Chemboos (or pots), and i red horse, 
and three Jubboloo (or kind of jackets) found upon 
them. , I heard this near NagaracuH, while they were 
relating the circumstance to some of the Fauseegars; of 
those things, this Chimboo (or pot) of Cashee (Benares) 
country, is present in the Court, and that horse is with 
the Fauseegars, living in the Camboin country. 

(Marked) YERROGAUDOO, 

Taken before me, 2d February, 1811. 

(Signed) W. E. WRIGHT, 

Magistrate* 



APPENDIX V. 


Of the MURDERERS called PHANS1GARS. 


By Doctor SHERWOOD. 

Communicated by Colonel McKenzie. 

While Europeans have journeyed through the exten¬ 
sive territories subject to the Government of Fort St. 
George, with a degree of purity no where surpassed, 
the path of the Native tra eller has been beset with perils 
little known or suspe ced, into which numbers annually 
falling, have mysteriously disappeared, the victims of 
villains as subtle rapacious, and cruel, as any who are 
to be met with rut the records of human depravity. 

The Pbansigan, or stranglers, are thus designated 
from the Hindustani word Phansi a noose. In the more 
northern parts of India, these murderers are called 
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Thugs, signifying deceivers: in the Tamnl language, 
they are called Art Tulucar, or Mussulman noosers : in 
Canarese, Tanii Calleru, implying thieves, who use a 
wire or cat-gut noose : and in Telagu, Warlu Wcihndlu, 
or Warlu Vayshay Wahndloo, meaning people who use 
the noose. 

There is no reason to believe that Europeans were 
aware of the existence of such criminals us Phansigars, 
until shortly after the oonquest of Seringapatan in 1799 : 
when about a hundred were apprehended in the vicinity 
j of Bangalore. They did not engage general attention ; 

; nor would it appear that they were suspected to belong 
to a distinct class of hereditary murderers and plunder¬ 
ers, settled in various parts of India, and alike remark - 
I able for the singularity of their practice, and the extent 
1 of their depredations. In the year 1807, between 
Chittoor and Arcot, several Phansigars were appre¬ 
hended, belonging in a gang which had just returned, 
laden with booty from an expedition to Travancore, and 
information was then obtained, which ultimately led to 
the developement of the habits, artifices, and combina¬ 
tions of these atrocious delinquents. 

The Phansigars that infested the South of India a few 
years ago, were settled in Mysore, on the borders of that 
kingdom and the Carnatic, in the Balaghat districts, 
ceded to the Company by the Nizam in 1800, aud they 
were particularly numerous in the Polinms of Chittoor. 
The sequestered part of the country, which comprehended 
these'Pollurns, maintaining little intercourse with the 
neighbouring districts, abounding in hills and fastnesses, 
and being immediately subject to several Polygars, 
afforded the Phansigars a convenient and secure retreat; 
and the protection of the Polygars was extended to them, 
in common with other classes of robbers, in consideration 


of a settled contribution, or, which was more frequent, 
or sharing in the fruits of their rapacity. 

It is impossible that such criminals as Phansigars. 
living by systematic plans of depredation, could lopg 
remain in the same place in safety, unless their practices 
were encouraged or connived at by persons in authority. 
Hence, after the establishment of the Company’s Govern¬ 
ment over the Carnatic, and the Districts ceded by the 
Nizam, and the consequent extinction of the power and 
influence of the Polygars, some of whom had succeeded 
in rendering themselves virtually independent of the 
former Government, these murderers very generally 
changed their abodes, and frequently assumed other 
names. 

While they lived under the protection of Polygars and 
other petty local authorities, and among people whose 
habits were in some respects analogous to their own, it 
was unnecessary to dissemble that they subsisted by de¬ 
predation. They their families lived peaceably with 
their neighbours, *rhom they never attempted to molest, 

wlinm thevv. - ^cioiCCation oi 

interest in the purchase and disposal of the plundei ,,M C h 
the Phansigars brought with them on returning from their 
expeditions. Afterwards, on the extension of the 
English Government, it was usual for the Phansigais, 
while they continued their former practices, ostensibly j 
to engage in the cultivation of land or some other occu- j 
pation, to screen themselves from suspicion to which 
they must otherwise have been obnoxious.* 


* They at all times engaged in the tillage of land even under the Native 
Chiefs when they had settled habitations. They either sowed the lands 
or prepared them for the seed during the season they remained at home, 

2 8 
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Phansigars never commit robbery unaccompanied by 
murder, their practice being first to strangle and then to 
rifle their victims. It is also a principle with them to 
allow no one to escape of a party however numerous, 
which they assail, that there may be no witnesses of their 
atrocities. The only admitted exception to this rule is 
in the instance of boys of very tender age, who are 
spared, adopted by the Phansigars, and, on attaining 
the requisite age, initiated into their horrible mysteries.* 
A gang of Phansigars consists of from ten to fifty, 
or even a greater number of persons, a large majority of 
whom are Mussulmans ; but Hindus, and particularly 
those of the Rajput tribe, are often associated with them.'f 
Bramins, too, though rarely, are found in the gangs.$ 
Emerging from their haunts, they sometimes perform 
long journeys, i>o*£g absent from home many months* 
prowl along the eastern ana wtiaicni to 

BFyderaiHi^ and Cape Comorin. In general, however, 
they do not roam to such a distant hut make one or 

left We r— —- * ia meu > ^omeu ana cn/tarerj while cm 
expeditions, |y t jj g 

* Girl* of very tender age and high cast are also often spared, ami 
when they grow up married to the ms of Tings. Women too are often 
separated from the parties of travellers on souse prc ence or other and 
saved by most classes of Thugs. 1 W. H. S. 

f The gangs have often consisted of two and three hundred, 4 hough on 
such occasions they commonly follow each other in small parti t of ten 
or twenty, or operate on roads parallel to each other, and prepared to 
concentrate on any point when necessary. W. H. S. 

J Bramins, it is probable, do not assist in the actual perpetration of 
murder, but are employed to procure intelligence, in obtaining which 
their peculiar privilege* afford them great facilities. 

Bramins strangle just as often as others $ and are -strangled by them 
without distinction. yy t u/& 



two excursions every year.* Their victims are almost 
exclusively travellers whom fall in with on the road. 
Each gang has its sirdar or i. !er, who directs it;? 
movements. Of a numerous gaj&g, some usually remaie 
at home, while the rest are f mg aged in the work of 
pillage and murder. Those that are abroad are often 
divided into separate parties hf tea or fifteen persons, 
who either follow each other at some distance, or, 
the parties taking different routes, they rendezvous 
at an appointed place in advance, measures being at 
the same time taken to secure a speedy junction of 
the gang, should this be requisite for tbo purpose of 
attacking several travellers at once. Different gangs 
sometimes aci in concert occasionally apprising one 
another of the approach of travellers whose destruction 
promises a rich booty. 

Pbansigars have the amiearanre of ordinary inoffensive 
t,sellers, aua seldom assume any particular U(s s „; se 

They indeed not unfrcquently pretend to be traders, anrf 

there is reason to believe that they sometimes irom 

the Dukhan clothed in the garb of Bairagis. Formerly, j 

when Phansigary was practised to a greater exient, and 
in a more daring' manner than at present, the leader, 
especially if enriched by former spoliations, often travel¬ 
led on horseback, with a tent, and passed for a person 
of consequence or a wealthy merchant, otherwise he 
appeared at first in a more humble character, and assumed 
in the course of his rapacious progress one of more 

* In the districts between the Ganges and Jumna, there were some asso¬ 
ciations of Thugs that seldom went far from home, arid who made short 
and frequent expeditions. So the J'ucnaldehee Thug9 of Omit, and the 
neighbouring districts, so some of the Thug families in Bundeicond. Gene¬ 
rally, however, the Thugs north of the Kurbudda, have been ia the habit 
of making long expeditions, and remaining absent from six to eight 
months on each, 




importance, as he becair ^^07 Yjf horses and bullock#, 
which while they afford is ^^ rriage forthe plundered 
property subserved f*'- purpose of gmag* countenance 
and support to his feigned character.’* 

Phansigars are accustomed to Wail at Choultries on the 
high roads, or near to towns where travellers are wont 
to rest. Th<*y arrive at such places and enter towns and 
villages in straggling parties of three or four persons, 
appearing to meet by accident and to have had no previ¬ 
ous acquaintance. On such Occasions, some of the gang 
are employed as emissaries to collect information, and 
especially to learn if any persons with property in their 


possession ore about to undertake a journey. They are 
often accompanied by children of ten years of age and 
upwards, who, while they perform menial offices, are 
initiated into the horrid practices of the Fhansigars, and 

contribute * "~ r ~-■* » character 

Si;,-led in tbearts of deception, they enter into conversa¬ 
tion and insinnatw themselves. by obsequious attentions 
into u, e confidence of travellers of ail descriptions, to 
learn from them whence they come, whither and for what 
purpose they are journeying, and of what property they 
are possessed thus— 3 


“ lin<3er fa*** pretpnee unfriendly ends, 

Ami wdl placed words of globing courtesy 
Baiini with reasons not unplausible, 

Wir f4 them into the easy-hearted man * 

And Uug them into snares,*’ 

UMieir the Fhansigars determine, after obtaining such 
information as they , HJ requisite, to attack a traveller, 
bicn tutuilly p?opi/« v; mi g under the specious plea of 


* Thev 

mmjkwtM 


■ il *****'$ t0 “““* *“ ****•'-of disguises, and in every 
< *««« arc some who feign to bo men if high rank, as ' 

itc public servants of some Native Government. 
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mutual'safety, or for the sake of society, to travel together* 
or else they follow him at a little distance, and on arriv¬ 
ing at a convenient place, and a fit opportunity presenting 
for effectuating their purpose, one of the gang suddenly 
puts a rope or sash round the neck of the unfortunate 
persons, while others assist in depriving him of life.^ 
Two Phansigars are considered to be^ndispensable 
to effect the murder of one man, and commonly three 
are engaged. There is some variation in the manner in 
which the act is perpetrated, but the following is per¬ 
haps the most general. While travelling along, one of 
the Phansigars suddenly puts the cloth round the neck 
of the person they mean to kill, and retains hold of one 
end, while the other end is seized by an accomplice; 
the instrument crossed behind the neck is drawn tight, 
the two Phansigars pressing the head forwards; at the 
same time the third villain, in readiness behind the 
traveller, seizes his legs, and he is thrown forward upon 
the ground. In this situation he can make little re¬ 
sistance. The man holding the leg’s of the miserable 
sufferer, now kicks him in thos^ parts ot the body 
endowed with most sensibility, and he is quickly des- 
pa tolled.+ 


They become acquainted with some Officers of rank about Court whom 
they conciliate by handsome presents, who can serve them iu time of 
need, ancl about whom they can always talk familiarly to travellers of 
rank whom they intend to kill. W. H. S. 

* If the traveller suspects one small party, lie soon falls in with another, 
who seem to enter into his feelings of distrust. The first party is shaken 
off and the second destroys him. If there is only one party, or the tra¬ 
vellers suspect and avoid the whole, two men are placed to watch their 
motions: and one follows them up, while the other informs the gang of 
their movements. W. II, S. 

*f* Some Thugs pride themselves upon being able to strangle a man 
single handed j and, in speakidg of an absent or deceased Thug, mention 
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Antecedently to the perpetration of the murder, some 
of the gang* are sent in advance, and some left in rear 
of the place, to keep watch and prevent intension by 
giving notice, on occasion, to those engaged in the act. 
Should any persons unexpectedly appear on the road, 
before the murdered body is buried, some artifice is 
practised to prevent discovery, such as covering the 
body with a cloth, while lamentations are made profess¬ 
edly on account of the sickness or death of one of their 
comrades: or one of the watchers falls down, apparently 
writhing with pain, in order to excite the pity of the 
intruding travellers and to detain them from the scene 
of murder. 

Such are the perseverance and caution of the Phansi- 
gars, that a convenient opportunity not offering, they 
will sometimes travel in company with, or pursue persons 
whom they have devoted to destruction several days 
before they execute their intention. If circumstances 
favor them, they generally commit murder in a jungle or 
in an unfrequented part of the country, and near to a 
sandy place or dry water-course.* A hole three or four 

this as the highest complement they could pay him. A man who has 
been able unassisted to pull a man from his horse and strangle him will 
confer a distinction upon his family for several generations. Such a man 
was Bnkshee, whose head was preserved by Doctor Spry, and I have 
heard of a few others. W. H. S. 

* Particular tracts were chosen in every part of India where they 
cawld murder their victims with the greatest convenience and security. 
Much frequented roads passing through extensive jungles, where the 
ground was soft for the grave, or the jungle thick to cover them, and the 
local authorities took no notice of the bodies. The Thugs speak of such 
places with affection ami enthusiasm, as other men would of the most 
delightful scenes of their early life. The most noted were among the 
Thugs of Hindostan. W. H. S. 
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feet iu depth* in such a spot, is dug* with facility, in 
which the body being placed, with the face downwards, 
it is shockingly mangled. Deep and continued gashes 
are often made in it in both sides, from the shoulders to 
the hands and to the feet, which lay open the abdomen 
and divide the tendon at the heel. Wounds are also 
made between the ribs into the chest, and sometimes if 
the bole be short, the knees are disjointed, and the legs 
turned back upon the body. The hole is then filled with 
earth. The body is thus cut and disfigured to expedite 
its dissolution, as well as to prevent its inflation, which, 
by raising or causing fissures in the superincumbent sand 
might attract jackals, and lead to the exposure of the 
corpse. When the amount of the property is less than 
they expected to find, the villains sometimes give vent 
to their disappointment in wanton indignities on the 
dead body. 

If, when a murder is perpetrated, a convenient place 
for interring the body be not near, or if the Pbansigars 
be apprehensive of discovery, it is either tied in a sack 
and carried to some spot, where it is not likely to be 
found, or it is put into a well nr which is frequently 
practised, a shallow hole is dug, in which tho corpse is 
buried, till a fii place for interring it can be discovered, 
when it is removed and cut in the manner already men¬ 
tioned. If the traveller had a dog, it is also killed, lest 
the faithful animal should cause the discovery of the body 
of his murdered master. The office of mangling the 


* Iu Oude where the fields are almost all Irrigated from wells, the 
bodies were generally thrown into them, and when the Cultivators dis¬ 
covered them, they hardly ever thought it worth while to ask how they 
got there, so accustomed were they to find them. In Bengal and Behar 
where the most frequented roads pass along, or frequently across rivers, 
the bodies arc commonly thrown into them, W. H. 8. 
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dead body is usually assigoed to a particular person of 
the gang. The Phansigars are always provided with 
knives and pick axes, which they conceal from observa¬ 
tion. 

From the foregoing account it will be obvious, that 
the system of the Phansigars is but too well adapted for 
concealment. The precautions they take, the artifices 
they practice, the mode oi destroying their victims, cal¬ 
culated at once to preclude almost the possibility of 
rescue or escape—of witnesses of the deed—of noise or 
cries for help—of effusion of blood—and, in general, of 
all traces of murder;—these circumstances conspire to 
throw a veil of darkness over their atrocities.* 

I now proceed to notice various particulars, more fully 
illustrating the practices, habits, and character of these 
criminals. 

It is not improbable that formerly a long string, with 
a running noose, might have been used by Phansigars 
for seizing travellers, and that they roblied on horse¬ 
back. But bo this as it may, a noose is now, 1 believe, 
never thrown by them from a distance, in this part of 
India. They sometimes us© a short rope, with a loop at 
one end, but a turban or a dothi (a long narrow cloth, 
or sash worn about the waist,) are more commonly employ¬ 
ed ; these serve the purpose as effectually as a regularly 
prepared noose, with this advantage that they do not 
tend to excite suspicion. When such a cloth is used, it 
is, previously to applying; it, doubled to the length of two 
or two and a half feet and a knot is formed at the double 
extremity a eighteen inches from it a slip knot 

* If a Thug lias been wounded in strangling a traveller, they pretend 
to have been attacked by robbers, and lakea him to the nearest Station 
without any fear of discovery. W. H. S. 



is tied. la regulating the distance of the two knots, so 
that the intervening* space when tightly twisted, may be 
adapted to embrace the neck, the Phansigar who pre¬ 
pares the instrument ties it upon his own knee. The 
two knots give the Phansigars a firm hold of the cloth, 
and prevent its slipping through their hands in the act 
of applying it. After the person they attack has been 
brought to the ground, in the manner already described, 
the slip knot is loused by the Phansigar who has hold of 
<i»at part of the cloth, and he makes another fold of it 
round the neck, upon which, placing his foot, he draws 
the cloth tight, in a manner similar to that (to use the 
expression of my Phansigar informer) "of packing a 
bundle of straw/’ 

Sometimes the Phansigars have not time to observe 
all the precautions I have mentioned in cutting and 
interring a body; apprehensions for their own safety 
inducing them to leave it slightly buried. Sometimes, 
also, when a murder is perpetrated in a part of the 
country which exposes them to the risk of observation, 
they put up a screen, or the wall for a tent, and bury the 
body within the inclosure, pretending* if enquiries are 
made, that their women are within the screen. On such 
occasions these obdurate wretches do not hesitate to 
dress and eat their loud uu the very spot where their 
victim is inhumed. 

If, which scarcely .ever happens, a traveller escape 
from the persons attempting to strangle him, he incurs 
the hazard of "being dispatched by one of the parties on 
watch. # Should he finally escape, or should any other 

■* These men have fiwords, and will endeavour to cut down any man 
who escapes from the stranglers, W. II, 8 f 
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circumstance occur to excite alarm or apprehensions of 
being seized, the gang immediately disperses, having 
previously agreed to re-assemble at an appointed time, 
at some distant place. 

Travellers resting in the naraa Choultry with Phansi¬ 
gars are sometimes destroyed in the night, and their 
bodies conveyed to a distance* and buried. On these 
occasions a person is not always murdered when asleep 5 
as, while he is in a recumbent posture, the Phansigars 
and a difficulty in applying the cloth. The usual prac¬ 
tice is first to awaken him suddenly with an alarm of 
a snake or a scorpion, and then to strangle him.* 

In attacking a traveller on horseback, the Phansigars 
range themselves in the following manner. One of the 
gang goes in front, of the horse, and another has his 
statiou in the rear: a third, walking by the side of the 
traveller, keeps him engaged in conversation till, finding 
that he is off his guard, he suddenly seizes the traveller 
by the arm and drags him to the ground, the horse at the 
same time being seized by the foremost villain. The 
miserable sufferer is then strangled in the usual manner. 

Against Phansigars it must be obvious, that arms and 
the ordinary precautions taken against robbers, are un¬ 
availing. When a person is armed with a dagger, it is 
usual for one of the villains tv secure his hands. It 
sometimes happens, that a party of travellers, consisting 
of several persons, and possessed qf valuable effects, are, 
while journeying in imaginary security, suddenly'cut off'; 
and the lifeless and despoiled bodies being removed and 

# Travellers have been very often buried in the rooms in which they 
have been strangled in Suraen> and large towns. If the house be occupied 
iW occupants are in league with the Thugs of course* W. H. S. 


interred, not a vestige of them appears/ 1 * Instances 
are said to have occurred, of twelve and fourteen persons 
being simultaneously destroyed. But such occurrences 
must be rare; and, in general, the property taken is not 
considerable. Such, indeed, are the cruelty arid cupi¬ 
dity of these detestable wretches, that, on the presump¬ 
tion of every traveller possessing concealed treasure, or 
some property, however trifling, even indigence affords 
not its wonted security. 

Formerly, if good horses, shawls, or other valuable 
articles, were among the booty, they were commonly 
reserved tor the Polygar, in payment of protection. A 
portion of the plunder was usually appropriated to 
defraying the expences of religious cet^anies; and 
sometimes, a part was also allotted for the benefit or 
widows and families of deceased members of the’gang. 
The residue of the booty, being divided into several 
parts, was usually shared as fellows :—to the leader two 
shares; to the men actually concerned in perpetrating 
the murder, and to the person who cut the dead body,, 
each one share and a half, and to the remainder of the 
gang each one share. The plunder was almost always 
carried home by the Phansigars and sold greatly below 
it* value. It was never disposed of near to the place 
where the person to whom it belonged was murdered, 

* Near Sadras, about ten years ago, three gofah peons were killed, 
having on them money in different coins, to the amount of ld,Q00 rupees 
In 1805, live persons were killed in Coimhataor, and cash to the amount 
of 2,500 pagodas, the property of the Collector of the district, was taken. 
In the same year, tto respectable natives, proceeding on horseback from 
Madras to the Malabar coast, with five attendants, were all killed. In 
1807, five persons, besides two others who had joined them on the road, 
were killed near Bangalore, and robbed of property to the amount of 
1,000 pagodas, belonging to an officer of Engineers, dnd in 1815, three 
persons were killed iu the district of Masulipatani, and 2,500 rupees taken# 


( 340 ) 


nor where it was likely to be recognized, of which the 
Phans>igars were enabled to judge by the information 
imparted to them by the credulous sufferers.* 

The frequent association of the most abject supersti¬ 
tion, with the deepest guilt, has been often noticed. The 
justness of the observation is exemplified in the conduct 
of most, perhaps of all classes of Indian delinquents, and 
remarkably so in that of the Phansigars. Their system, 
indeed, seems to be founded on the basis of superstition. 
They pay the most servile regard to omens ; and they 
never leave their abodes to go on nn expedition, without 
a previous persuasion, derived from modes of diviuatiou 
in use among them, that it will be attended with success. 
Though rtiansigars are almost all Mussulmans, they 
nave nevertheless universally adopted, on certain occa¬ 
sions, the idolatrous worship of Hindu deities. Cali or 
Marriatta (the goddess of small pox of the Carnatic) is 
regarded as their tutelary deity, and is the object of (heir 
adoration. She is usually invoked by them under the 
name of Javi or Atji and of Tuljapuri.-f Before au 

* The property was generally disposed of near the place where the 
murders were perpetrated when the travellers were from distant parts; 
but at villager off the main road or, in advance of the place, and not at 
places where the travellers had rested or been seen. W. H. S. 

f Colonel Colin Mackenzie, so well known for his successful researches 
into Indian history and autiquities, observes in a letter to inc, “that it was 
the custom of many of the ancient heads of families, that have raised 
themselves by depredation to rank and power, to conciliate Cali; hence 
the sacrifices of human kind, of offerings of horses and ultimately of sheep 
by the Rajahs of Mysore j and now the commutation of cocoauuls at the 
hill of Mysore, which derives its name from Mattes Asura Mardana , 
another name for Cali. 

“ At Cbitteldroog also, the ancient Folygara worshipped and sacrificed 
to Cali , and even still at Tuljttpnr on the western ghauts, 300 miles west 
of Hydrabad, on the road to Poonah. ! was there in March 2797. it is « 
celebrated temple of Ccih } where the poojah is performed by a low tribe 
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expedition is determined on an entertainment is given, 
'when the ceremony of sacrificing a sheep to Jyu is per¬ 
formed ; and though perhaps not always, yet it would seem 
generally in the following manner* A silver or brazen 
image of the goddess, with certain paraphernalia pertain ¬ 
ing to her ; and sometimes also, one of Ganesa ; and the 
images of a lizard and a snake, reptiles from which pre¬ 
sages are drawn ; together with the implements of Phan- 
sigari, as a noose, knife, and pick axe, being placed toge¬ 
ther, (lowers are scattered over them, and offerings of 
fruit, cakes, spirits, &c. are made ; odoriferous powders 
are burned, and prayers are offered for success. The 
head of the sheep being cut off, it is placed, with a burn¬ 
ing lamp upon it and the right forefoot in the mouth, 
before the image of Jayi , and the goddess is entreated to 
reveal to them, whether she approves of the expedition 
thev are meditating. Her consent is supposed to be 
declared, should certain tremulous or convulsive move¬ 
ments be observed, during the invocation, in the mouth 
and nostrils, while some fluid is poured upon those parts. 
But the absence of those agitations is considered as indi¬ 
cating the disapprobation of the goddess, and the expedi¬ 
tion is postponed. 

About ten or twenty days afterwards, the ceremony is 
repeated; and if auspicious inferences be drawn from 
it, the Phansigars prepare to depart. But before they 
determine towards what quarter to proceed, some persons 
of the gang are sent on the high road, in the direction 
they wish to take, to observe the flight of crows and other 
birds, and to listen to the chirping of lizards. Should 

anil not by bramins, who abhor these rites. It is even so much suspected 
that infamous rites and human victims were offered there, that my head 
bramin (the late valued Boriah) horror-struck by the accounts he received, 
urged my departure from Tuthpur, and was not easy till we got away. 
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success be betokened, the same path is taken. It* the 
signs he adverse, the sirdar sends some of the gang* to 
make observations on another road, or at a place where 
two roads meet, and these votaries of superstition pro¬ 
ceed in that direction, which promises, as they infer, the 
best success. 

In the course of their progress, they observe the same 
scrupulous regard to omens. Emboldened by favorable 
ones, they are greatly discouraged by those of an opposite 
tendency. If they have not proceeded far from home, 
when unlucky signs are descried, they regard them as 
premonitions to return : under other circumstances they 
either perform certain ceremonies, or they halt for a few 
days, till the malignant in/iaerwc, denoted by them, is 
supposed to he past, or else they bend their course in a 
i different direction. To the intervention qf bad omens, a 
traveller, over whom destruction was impending, is some* 
times indebted for his safety.* 

On returning also from a successful expedition, cere¬ 
monies are performed to Jayi. 

* It would be tedious lo enumerate all the omens by which they allow 
themselves to be influenced in their proceedings. I shall briefly mention a 
few of both kinds, prosperous and adverse. 

The following are favorable signs; A lizard chirping, and a crow 
making a noise on a living tree on the leftside. A tiger appearing is 
I deemed rather a good sign. The noise of a partridge on the right side, 
j denote8 lbat tbe y wiI * meet with goo$ m the very and they* 
therefore, are accustomed to make a halt. 

These betoken misfortune. A hare or a snake crossing the road before 
them. A crow sitting and making a noise on a rock or a dead tree. An 
i ass brayiog while sitting. An carl screeching. The noise of a Single 
jackal. If a dog should carry off the bead of a sheep which they have 
sacrificed, tbey consider it to betoken that they will get no booty for many 
years, 
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The Phausigars keep the Hindu festivals of the Dipa* 
vaii and the Desserah, which they celebrate iH a manner 
similar to that observed among Hindus. j 

A tradition is current among Phansigars, that about 
t}ie period of the commencement of the Cali I ug f Mari- 
alia co-operated with them so far, as to relievo them of 
the trouble of interring the dead bodies, by devouring 
them herself. On one occasion, after destroying* a travel¬ 
ler, the body was, as usual, left unburied; and a novice 
unguardedly looking behind him, saw the goddess in the 
act of feasting upon it, half of it hanging out of her 
mouth. She, upon this, declared that she would no 
longer devour those whom the Phansigars slaughtered ; 
but she condescended to present them with one ot her 

teeth for a pickaxe, a rib for a knife, and the hem of her 
*uwer garment for a noose, and ordered them, for tbo 

future, to cut and bury the bodies of those whom they 

vellev beiog considered the .itourile color. ! 

of,heir patrones,, and those » « ^ J 

the cloths fo- strangling are ot one o ' 

to the exclusion, I believe, of"... oi< or 

RidicMOUS as their superstitious must appear, they arc 
„o, -void of effect. They serve Ibo important purposes 

“U~« ? - 

TeLtd tlwUb^rf ***** «• tbcir a,r °° itieS “‘ e 

semblance of divine sanction. 

To the ascendancy of the same superstitious feeling 
is also to be ascribed the curious circumstance that 
Phansigars are accustomed to refrain from murdering 
fenv%s, and persons of the Camala cast; which includes 
gold, iron, and brass-smiths, carpenters and stone- 

cutters, 




11 p -CM A 

washermen, pot-makers, pariahs, chucklers. 
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lepers; the blind and mutilated, a man driving a cow 
or a female goat, are also spared. These persons appear 
to he regarded either as the descendants or servants ot 
Jayi, as her constant worshippers; or as having claims 
to the especial protection of the goddess, and are for 
these reasous exempted from slaughter. 

When this rule is respected, any one of these persons, 
travelling with others of differed castes, proves a safe 
guard to the whole party; the same principle winch 

prompts the Phansigars to destroy every individual of a 
party, forbidding them to kill any unless the whole. 

Many Phansigars, who have become informers, have 
declared that they never knew any of the abovemen- 
tioncd persons to have been destroyed, and conceived 

that no pecuniary temptation could be sufficiently power- 
fui lo occasion a violation of the rule, uuwr* 

that they had heard of a gang of Phansigars who, 

) - . ‘ -rords orosneredl, 

and were at length destroyed. INTotwithstanding- the 
reasons /or acquiescing generally in the truth of the 
statement, that women, and men of pa«titular castes, 
are spared, the fcbowing occurrences, in the latter of 
which not fewer* than nine persons disappeared, and who 
were almost beyond doubt murdered by Phansigars, shew 
that their religious scruples on this point are, when the 
temptation is great, at least eometimes overcome. 

In the latter end of 1800, Mohamed Rous, the Suba- 
dar who commanded the escort of the Resident of 
Mysore, being ordered to join the force.then forming 
against the Southern Pcdygars, sent some of his family, 
among whom were two, if not three, women, to Madras. 
They were never heard of until June 1801, when a man 
was seized at Bangalore, having in his possession a 
bullock which was recognized to have belonged to 


Mahomed Rous. This man was a Pbsrasigar, and gave a 
clear account of the murder, by a gang* to which he 
belonged, of the Subadar’s family. 

The wife of Kistna Row, in company with his nephew, 
and attended by a b ram in cook, two female servants, 
two private peons, and two coolies, set out from Foonab 
with four horses to join Kistna Row, then at Nagpur. 
They had nearly completed their journey, having arrived 
at a village about fifteen miles from the place of their 
destination/sent to apprize Kistna Row of their 
approach. Two persons were sent by him to conduct 
the party to Nagpur ; but subsequently to the departure 
of the travellers from the village abovementioned no 
intelligence could be obtained—no traces whatever could 
be discovered of them ; and though about four years have 
since elapsed, all enquiries have been fruitless.* 

The utility to such criminals as Phansigars of signs, 
and of words and phrases not understood by others, as 
channels of communication, must be obvious. It is 
accordingly found that several such are employed by 
them. Some of those in more frequent use I shall 
mention; and .the catalogue might have been easily 
extended. 

Drawing the back of the hand along the chin, from the 
throat outwards, implies that caution is requisite—"that 

♦ I have stated that nine persons were cut off on this occasion, though 
there is some reason to believe that the party consisted of even a greater 
number. 

Kistna Row had been formerly employed in the confidential situation of 
Shirishtedar under Colonel Read, when this gentleman held the Collector- 
ship of the Territories Ceded by Tippoo, on the conclusion of the war of 
17<>3. He afterwards served under Colonel Close, at the Residency at 
Poonah, where he is still employed by the British Government, 

2 v 
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some stranger is approaching* Potting the open hand 
over the mouth , and drawing it gently down implies 
that there is no longer cause for alarm. If an advanced 
party of Phansigars overtake any traveller whom they 
design to destroy, but have need of more assistance, they 
make certain marks on the roads, by which those of the 
gang who follow understand that they are required to 
hasten forwards. A party in advance also leaves certain 
marks where a road branches off, as intimations to those 
who fallow of the route their comrades have t*ken. 

The following list comprehends several slatig terms 
and phrases in use among them* This language they 
denominate Pheraseri-ci-baf; or as the term may be 
tendered, the language of dispatch or emergency : 


Yeta, . 

Bitri, .... 

......two. 

Sancod, . 


Wodii, 


Panchuru, . 


SerJu and Cheru 

, ..h* 

Salliuni,.......... 


Desur. ........... 


Mahi, .. 

.. one hundred. 

Hacatie, .. 

one thousand. 

Doaeade, . 

two thousand. 

Desacade, .. 

ten thousand. 

Sitcale, .. 


Burce, .. 


Chrita, .. 


Sitae, •#,*•••**•»*• 


Cawridga, . 

.. stiver. 

Curp, .. 


Curpani, . 

.a mare. 

.N e w a l n.. 


Samcani, . 


Moz(per) . 


Agasi, ... 

..t urban. 

Bad a n (per), .. . 


Comuda (h) .... 

i*M«**.» cock. 


Coraudi (h) . hen, 

Sendri, . coral, 

.Pandur-phali, . pearl. 

Shaick-ji or Ma* ) Mussulman 
homed Khan, S stranger, 

Bhiiu, .Hindu ditto. 

Cantger (per) .,... watcher, 

Chalcari, . intelligencer, 

C persons appoint- 
v T orawal, < ed to seize horse- 
(f men. 

Mak. . pickaxe 

Cathraa 

ndker- ^ 

'ef worn 
♦urban 

t .’ancha (h) } . 

I'hoti (tel) ... J " 

3Sewar(b) ...... tape 

Nar Muctem, 

Sir-ghant, ......... chief . not. 

Dtr-ghant, ... IJ or slip kn. \ 
M ( a convenient place for 
i murdering. 

^uaiue of an enter¬ 
tainment given by 


j knife for cutting 
< the dead body. 


Kumal, 


v . ndl 

) c e 
C ** S V 


Cj 

Si . 

«* & 
f 3 •£ 

o ^ 

£ 

, * I 


Coni, 


) Phansigars to their 
v friends. 
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Nyamet, 

Itficra, . t . 

Phankana, .. 

Dhol, .:•••• 

vr*v« «rnareerdo, „„ 

Kanina pantdao, .. 

Pan ka runial nica- 
Io f ..... 

Pan Khac, 


Literally . 

A delicacy, .. 

A Stick, ...... 

« M > • I • *< tl M ** • t* »t • * •* I * • 

A barber's drum, ... 
Sweep the place, ... 

Bring firewood, ... 

Take out the hand¬ 
kerchief with the 
beetle, ......... .. 

Eat beetle,..*.... 


Phansiyar Accep¬ 
tation* 

A rich man. 

A man of no pro¬ 
perty. 

Ditto. 

An old man. 

See that no person 
is near. 

Take your allotted 
posts. 

Get out the doti, See* 

Despatch him. 


ifconacero, 


TC ftdhi G idl'd, Dekko, 
after the straw. •• 


Kedba b?ihir pariya. The 
straw is corno out, ...... 


Implies a slight burial, with the 
face downwards, the body whole 

and covered only with 

__ 

Look after the corpse, that is, the 
Phansigars proceed to a village 
R flcr the slight burial, and send 
out the appointed persons to 
bury the body properly, keeping 
watch that no person i3 looking. 

Jackals have taken out the corpse, 
you moat not go that way. 


Bhavani Puter, Denson-^ 
dants of Bhowaai,... f 
Bhavani Putur, Town of ^ 
Bhowani Puter, 


Pliansigars 1 


Used interrogatively to ascertain without the risk of 
exposing themselves, whether persons whom they meet 
on their journeys, and whom they suspect to be of the 
same fraternity, are so or not. When caution is particu¬ 
larly rdtjuisite, the eje jstion is put in the latter and less 

















( 348 ) 



<SL 


( 348 ) 

suspicious shape. The first syllable put , ascertains the 
| point ot uitrii cen^\ion with Bhavani, whilst from the 
termination ur } which signifies a town or village, they 
woum nppc***• 1 a niring onlv 

some particular place, 

Phansigars bring up all their male children to the 
profession, unless bodily defects prevent them from 
following it. The method observed in initiating a boy is 
very gradual. At the age of ten or twelve years, he is first 
permitted to accompany a party of Phansigai^ One of 
the gang, generally a near relation, becomes his ustad 
or tutor, whom the child is taught to regard with great 
respect, and whom he usually serves in a menial capacity, 
carrying a bundle, and dressing food for him. Fre¬ 
quently the father acts as the preceptor to his sea. In 
nieeT ^A*°f keing qut?otbmed by travellers whom he may 

tWnn -“ -^d to give no information further 

than that they are proceedin’- c 

jj « . 1 , ° some one place to 

; , H * " Li, interest „ 

opposed to. that of society in general, and to deprive a 

hitman being of life is represented as <n act merely 
analogous and equivalent to that of killing a fowl or a 
sheep. At first, while a murder is committing, the boy 
is sent to some distance from the scene., along with one 
oi the watchers: then allowed to see only the dead body • 
afterwards more and more of the secret is imparted to 
him—and at length, the whole is disclosed. In the mean 
time a share of the booty is usually assigned to him. 
He is allowed afterwards to assist in matters of minor 
importance, while the murder is perpetrating : but it is 
not untii he has attained the age of 18, 20, or 22 years, 
according to the bodily strength he may have acquired’ 
and the prudence and resolution lie may have evinced’ 
that he is deemed capable of applying the Dhouti, nor is 


he allowed to do so, until he has been formally presented j 
with one by his ustad. For this purpose a fortunate day j 
being fixed upon, and the time of the Desserah is deemed 
particularly auspicious, the preceptor takes his pupil 
apart and presents him with a Dhouti, which he tells 
him to use in the name of J(tyi; he observes to him that 
on it he is to rely for the means of subsistence, and he 
exhorts him to be discreet and courageous. On the 
conclusion of this ceremony his education is considered 
to be complete, he is deemed qualified to act as a Pbau- 
sigar, and he applies the noose on the next occasion 
that offers. 

After his initiation, a Phansigar continues to treat his 
preceptor with great respect. He occasionally makes 
him presents, and assists him in his old age ; and, on 
meeting him after a long absence, he touches his feet in 
token of reverence. 

Such is the effect of tho course of education I have 
described, strengthened by habit, that Phansigars be¬ 
come strongly attached to their detestable occupation 
They rarely, if ever abandon it. # Some, narrowly 
escaping the merited vengeance of the law and released 
from prison under security, could not refrain from resum¬ 
ing their old employment; and those who, bending under 
the weight of years and infirmities, are no longer able to 
bear an active or principal part, continue to aid the 

* Three are known to have engaged in the service of the Company as j 
Sepoys. When closely pursued, Thugs often enter the Regiments of Native 
Chiefs, or engage in some other service till the danger is over. A great 
many of the most noted Thugs now in India, are in Scindheea’s Regiments, 
at. Gwalior, and in those of Oudepore, Joudpore, Jypore, &.C., and it is J 
almost impossible to get them, as they always make friends of the Com¬ 
mandants by their presents and their manners. Some are in the Uaroda 
Rajah's service, others were ia the King of Oude’s service, but that is not 
now a safe one for them. w * S ' 
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cause by keeping watch, procuring intelligence, or 
I dressing the food of their younger confederates* 

The bonds of social union among Phansigars are drawn 
still closer by intermarriages. Though not of frequent 
occurrence, instances are not wanting in which they 
have married into families deemed honest and respect¬ 
able, The women are not ignorant ot the proceedings 
of their husbands. Persons of mature age are very 
rarely admitted into the fraternity, and. when this has 
been done, it was only alter long and intimate intercourse 
had enabled the Phansigars fully to appreciate the cha¬ 


racter of their confederates.* 


To the influence of personal character are Phansigars 
usually indebted for becoming the heads of gangs. 

} Like others, who follow lawless and abandoned courses, 
j the Phansigars are profligate and improvident, and ad¬ 
dicted to the use of bang, so that the wealth they may 
acquire, even though considerable, is soon wasted. 

Whether any Pfaansigar were ever capitally punished 
by the Nabobs of the Carnatic, I know not. One gang, 
settled in the Polium of Chargral, near the Paidnaigdrug 
Pass, between the upper and lower Carnatic, was appre¬ 
hended about 17 years ago, and fined to the amount of 
5,000 rupees by the Subabdar of the province ; a mode 
of punishment so far from being justifiable, that it could 
hardly have been imposed except from sordid motives : 
nor could it fail to give new impulse to the activity of the 
Phansigars, and to render them more than ever rapacious 
and secret in their barbarous practices^ 

* North of the Nurbodda, the Thugs had for many years been in the 
lialiitof admitting into their gangs men of all ages and all casts. W, H, S. 

Native Hindoo Princes hardly ever punished these people unless they 
had by some accident murdered some Priest or public Officer of the Court, 
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Hyder Alii proceeded against these criminals in a 
very summary manner, and destroyed several of them. 
In the reign of Tippoo, some were sentenced to hard 
labour, and others suffered mutilation of the limbs. 
While Purniah was l)ewan of Mysore, during the mino¬ 
rity of the present Rajah, highway robbery being 
frequent, was made capital, and several Phansigais were 
executed. 

It must be obvious that no estimate, except what is 
extremely vague and unsatisfactory, can be formed ot 
the number of persons that have annually fallen victims 
to Phansigars in the south of India. The number has 
varied greatly at different periods. There is reason to 
believe, that from the time of the conquest of Mysore in 
1799 to 1807 and 1808 the practice of Phansigari, in this 
part of India, had reached its acme, and that hundreds ol 
persons were annually destroyed.* The great political 
ohangocj, ..uQVtd «i»»- >,uuimcucemet)t ol that period, 

and the introduction of a new system of tiovernment in 

Mysore, the Ceded Districts and the Carnatic, though 
infinitely preferable to the former, yet was it in many 

in whom they feet particularly interested. While their grief or resent¬ 
ment lasted, they were seised and punished, but no longer. W. H. S. 

* In one of his reports, the Magistrate of Chittor observes-'* I believe 
that some of the Phansigars have been concerned in above two hundred 
murders; nor will this estimate appear extravagant, if it be remembered, 
that murder was their profession, frequently their only means of gaining 
a subsistence: every man of fifty years of age, has probably been actively 
engaged during twenty-five years of bis life in murder, and on the most 
moderate computation, it may be reckoned, that he has made one excur¬ 
sion a year, and met each time with ten victims. 

Yet Francis Bartolomeo says, in a note page 69—« During a residence 
cf 13 or 14 years in India, I never heard of any traveller being robbed or 
murdered on the highway r— Travels in India, translated by Forster. 
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respects less zealous and vigilant, and afforded facilities 
of communication before unknown between distant coun¬ 
tries, of which the Phansigars and other criminals availed 
themselves to overspread the country : and it may be 
conjectured that many persons deprived by the declen¬ 
sion of the Mohammedan power of their wonted resources, 
were tempted to resort to criminal courses to obtain a 
subsistence. 

The foregoing description of the Phansigars is meant 
to be more particularly applicable to those gangs that 
were settled in the northern parts of the Carnatic and in 
the Ceded Districts, antecedently to the year 1808. 
Since that time, they have become well known to the 
English Courts of Justice, and their habits have under¬ 
gone some changes. Many have left the Company’s 
territories, and lied to those of the Nizam and of the 
Mahrattas. But though the number of them is greatly 
diminished, Phansiguja aiiti ot the 

Company. The gangs indeed, consist of fewer persons 
than formerly ; their plans are less systematic; their range 
is less ample; they roam the country more secretly; 
more frequently changing their names and places of 
abode; and adopting other precautionary measures to 
screen themselves from justice. Unfortunately few of 
‘the numerous Phansigars that have at different times 
been apprehended could be convicted in accordance with 
the evidence required by the Mohammedan criminal 
law; which admitting’ not the testimony of accomplices, 
and rarely the sufficiency of strong circumstantial evi¬ 
dence unless confirmed by the confession of the culprits, 
their adherence to protestations of innocence has alone, 
bat too frequently, exempted them from punishment. 
Those that have been tried and released becoming greater 
adepts in deceit, have, together with their old propen- 
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sities, carried with them a knowledge of the form nt trial, ami 
of the nature of the evidence requisite to their conviction. 

The habits and proceedings of the Phansigars, it is 
reasonable to conclude, have been modified and varied by 
different cireamstances and events of a local or political 
~states infested by them, in soul© 

more than in others to the fore¬ 
going* description. There is every reason to believe 
that in the Deccan. ».nd more particularly in the territo¬ 
ries of the iSiizam, Phansigars are ve*y numerous. They 
will be naturally encouraged to settle in greater numbers, 
and to carry on their practices with less caution and 
secresy, in a country a prey to anarchy or invasion, 
where ilie administration is feenio oi corrupt, ^here 
crimes are constantly committed with impunity. It is 
also not unreasonable to suppose, that they may occa¬ 
sionally act in concert with other classes of delinquents, 
and that their proceedings may sometimes be of a mixed 
nature, partaking of the peculiarities of those with whom 
they may be in league. In those countries too, where 
Phansigari has been long practised, it may be presumed, 
that the ordinary artifices will at length become known, 
and as the success of those murderers must chiefly depend 
cm the ignorance of travellers of their devices, they will 
perhaps find it necessary to resort to novel and unsus¬ 
pected stratagems.* 

I have heard of no instance in which a European was 
murdered by Phansigars. The manner in which they 


* There are a class of Byragec and Gtrnen Thugs, who travel about / 
the country as religious Mendicants, and rob and murder occasionally. ! 
They pretend to alchemy, and getting the silver of the credulous under a 
promise of converting it into gold, they make off with it. They are well j 
known to the Thugs, and often join them in their murders, when they j 
meet on the roads. W. II. S. / 
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are accustomed to travel in India is perhaps generally 
sufficient to exempt them from danger; added to which, 
apprehension of the consequences of strict enquiry and 
search should a European be missiDg, may be supposed 
to intimidate the Phansigars, at least in the dominions of 
the Company. Simiiar reasons influence them in sparing 
coolies and parties charged with the property of English 
gentlemen, combined with the consideration that while 
such articles would generally be useless to the Phansi- 
gavs, they would find difficulty in disposing of them and 
might incur imminent danger of detection in the attempt.' 

Thai the disappearance of such numbers of natives 

should have edited so little interest and enquiry as not 
$ 0 Uitve led to a 

i r it Am i<"dge of those comhina 
tions of criminals will naturally appear extraordinary. 
Such ignorance, certainly, could not have prevailed in 
England, where the absence, if unaccounted for, of even 
a single person, seldom fails to produce suspicion, with 
consecutive investigation and discovery. In India the 
case is far otherwise : and such an event, unless occurring 
to a person of some consequence, would scarcely be 
known beyond the precincts of the place of residence or 
the village of the unfortunate sufferer. Many that fall 
victims to the Phansigars are the subjects of other and 
distant states, many have no settled abodes. It must 
also be remembered that Phansigars refrain from mur¬ 
dering the inhabitants of towns and villages near to 
which they are halting; neither are they accustomed to 
murder near to their own habitations, circumstances 
which not only prevent suspicion attaching to them as 
the murderers, and to the local authority as protecting 
and sharing the booty with them, bnt tend to throw it 
upon others, who reside near to the spot whither a tra¬ 
veller may have been traced, and where he was last seen. 
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Besides a person setting out on a journey is often unable 
to fix any period for his return; and though he should 
not revisit his home, at the expected time, his delay will, 
for a while, excite little alarm, in the minds o-f his friends. 
He is supposed to be unexpectedly detained—to be ill - 
to have met with some ordinary accident—to have de~ 
serted his family—to have died. Should suspicion arise 
that he has been murdered, the act is attributed to 
ordinary high-way robbers, and it is but seldom that 
minute enquiries can he instituted by his bereaved rela- j 
tives. But supposing that this is done, and the progress 
of the missing traveller traced to a particular place and 
not beyond it, still suspicion would be apt to attach to 
any, rather than to a few apparently inoffensive travel¬ 
lers, journeying either for the purpose ot traffic, as is t 
imagined; or, as is often pretended, to see their rela- r 
tions, or to be present at some marriage, and who, if 
ever noticed, have perhaps been long since forgotten, j 
If notwithstanding all these improbabilities suspicion 
should fall upon the actual perpetrators, where could 

thev be found.* ! 

Thus with respect to Sepoys, who, having obtained 

leave of absence, never rejoined their corps, the conclu- 
sion generally formed has been, that they had deserted,— \ 
when, in various instances, they had fallen sacrifices to 
the wiles of the Phansigars. The same observation is 
particularly applicable to golah peons, charged with the 
conveyance of money and valuables; many of wuoin 
having disappeared, no donbt was entertained that they 

'r' : ■ v : 'V' ‘ '- 1 

* To whom were the friends of the murdered to complain ? it was equally 
unavailing to complain to the authorities of the District in which they 
were supposed to be murdered—that in which the suspected murderers 
resided, and that in which they themselves resided j and they had ne 
others to complain to, 
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had absconded, %nd appropriated the property to their 
own use. Even the apprehension, which an indistinct 
idea of danger tends to create in the minds of these and 
other travellers would render them only more liable to 
fall into the snare. Less persuasion would be requisite 
to induce them to join a party of Phansigars, prompted 
by the belief that they were thus providing, in the most 
effectual manner for their own safety. 

What constitutes the most odious feature in the 

i 

character of these murderers, is, that prodigal as they 
are of human life, they cau rarely claim the benefit of 
even the palliating circumstance of strong pecuniary 
temptation. They are equally strangers to compassion 
and remorse—they are never restrained from the com- 
j mission of crimes by commiseration for the unfortunate 
i traveller-— and they are. exempted from the eompunctive 
visitings of conscience, which usually follow, sooner or 
later, the steps of guilt. “ Phansigari,” they observe 
with cold indifference, blended with a degree of surprize, 
when questioned on this subject, “is their business,” 
which, with reference to the tenets of fatalism, they con¬ 
ceive themselves to have been pre-ordained to follow. 
By an application of the same doctrine, they have com¬ 
pared themselves, not inaptly, to Tigers, maintaining 
that, as these ferocious beasts are impelled by irresistible 
necessity, and fulfil the designs of nature in preying on 
other animals, so the appropriate victims of the Phau- 
sigars are men, and that the destiny of those whom they 
kill “ was written on their foreheads.”* 

* A Thug will never kill a Tigct, and believes that no man who has violat- 
1 ed this rule ever survived long. They believe that no Tiger will ever kill 
\ a Thug, unless he has secreted some booty, or cheated some of the gang 
out of their just share. A mere Tyro or under strapper, they think a 
Tiger tnay kill, provided he be not of good Thug descent. W. II, S. 
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This state of moral insensibility and debasement is 
calculated to give birth to pity, while it aggravates the 
horror with which we contemplate their atrocities. It 
ought not to be forgotten that, unlike many who adopt 
criminal courses, the Phansigars had not previously to 
divest themselves of upright principles, to oppose their 
practice to their feelings ; butthat, on the contrary, having 
been trained up from their ohild-bood to the profession, 
they acquired habits unfitting them for honest and indus¬ 
trious exertion-that a detestable superstition lent its 
sanctions to their enormities and that they did but 
obey the instructions, anu imitate the examples of their 

if o rs 

The Thugs* in the more northern parts of India may 
be divided 'into three classes. The first consists chiefly 
of Mahomedans who originally resided under the protec¬ 
tion of Zemindars of large estates, as Hnra S>ng, ia 
Ram i Mail in itic district of Etawab, including a so a 
few stragglers at other viliu s » s .-j- The second class is cona- 
posed of Hindus, who arc for the* most part of the Lodeh 
caste, and is much more numerous than the former.J 
They* resided ir. great numbers in their eastern part of 
Etawab, and the adjoining district of C*wnp.,re, until 
alarmed by the active exertions of the Magistrates 

* The term Thug is not unknown in the South of India, but is not ap- 
Tilie-ti 1o the Phansigars, but to a class of delinquents to whom it seems more 
L,r ,-riate viz, to cheats or swindlers, who often appearing as pearl 
and coral sellers, practise various fraudulent acts, particularly in substi- 
tuting bad coins for good, which they receive under the pretence of giving 
or taking change. 

These are the Sindouse nun, and those of the adjoining Purguna of 

1 W. H. S. 

Sursae. 

I These were the Behareepore, Tirwa and Oureya men, of the districts 

of Cawupore, and Furruckabad, and Beiha, " f ' 
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by whom many were apprehended.* These Thugs had 
long escaped suspicion by engaging in tillage, and by 
always carrying on their depredations at a distance from . 
home. The third class is more considerable in respect 
ta number, and extends over a larger tract oi country 
than either of the foregoing classes. It consists of des¬ 
perate association of all castes, which grew up in the 
Pergunnabs ol fc’sndouso ana PorHsts, and toe neigh¬ 
bouring villages in the Mnhratta territories^ They 
travel in large bodies, and are more hold and adven¬ 
turous than the Thugs in the Company’s provinces. Their 
predatory excursions are chieiiy conlined to the country 
that lies to the eastward and southward of Gwalior, and 
to the province of Bundiectind. 

Thevenot, in the following passage, evidently alludes 
to the Phansigars or Thugs. 

u Though the road I have been speaking of from Delhi 
“ to Agra be tolerable, yet hath it many mcoutc u u nPp . 

“ One may meet with tigers, panthers, and uons upon 
“ it, and one had best, also have a care of robbers, and 
“ above all things uot to suffer any body to come near 
“ one upon the road. The cunningest robbers in the 
« W orld are in that country. They use a certain slip 

) 

* Messrs, Stocfcwell, Haihcd, Perry, Wright, and others, W. H. S, 
f These were the Sindonse and Sursae men, the same as the first named. 
The Sindousct villages were held by the Kuchwaba Rajpoots, and for that 
reason called Kuchwahadhar. The Sursae village? were held by Purheear 
Rajpoots, and therefore called Purheear a. At Bimdelcund and the 
Saugor and Nurbudda Territories were supplied m itb the seed from which 
all their gangs arose from this great store room. Some were Brahmans 
some were Musulmans, but all men whose ancesfc >rs had been Thugs for 
many generations, and being themselves fully in Hated and noted men, 
they formed new gangs with great facility wherever they went. 

W, H. S, 


waui 4° 
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“ with a running noose, which they can cast with so much 
* sleight about a man’s neck, when they are within reach 
" of him, that they never fail, so that they strangle him | 
“ in a trice. They K*ve another cunning trick also to 
“ catch traveller* with. They send out a handsome 1 
“ woman upon the road, who with her hair dishevelled 
“ geciiia io be all in tears, sighing and complaining of 
•< some misfortunes which she pretends has befallen her. 

“ Now, as she takes the same way that the traveller 
“ goes, he easily falls into conversation with her, and 
“ findiug her beautiful, offers her his assistance, which 
“ she accepts; but he hath no sooner taken her up 
“ behind him on horseback, but she throws the snare 
“about his neck and strangles him, or at least stuns 
“ him, until the robbers (who lie hid) comeTunning into 
“ her assistance and complete what she hath begun * 
“ But besides that, thero «••*> ***en m those quarters 
.. so skilful iu casting the snare, that they succeed as 
“ welt at a distance as near at hand; and if an c- \ 

yiin avvftV# | 

"W “ thcr t -‘ bolo " g ' n f *“ ■ “ ra '“ catcb it by 
“ sometimes it happens, they fail no 

“ the neck, t sometimes 

Travellers in the south of Imiia also ai 

decoyed through the allurement, of women »tc. » Mo¬ 
tion, whore they are murdered and plundered by per¬ 
rons lying in wait for them; bat whether by that class 
of criminals who are properly called Phans.gars, 

# This may have been the case in the sixteenth century, but Is *> bo 
where now 1 believe. The Thugs who reside in fixed habitations «>< 
intermarry with other people, never allow their women to acco^r 
them or take any part in their murders. The only «fP‘™ ' ^ 

that 1 am aware of is the wife of Bukl.tawur Jemadar ‘ >£ g 

whom we have been long searching iu vain. 

f Thevenol.’s Travels, part III. page 41, 
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I am uncertain.* This method, as well as that of 
administering intoxicating and poisonous mixtures to 
travellers, though inconsonant with the habits of the 
large gangs who are not accompan^d j n their excursions 
by women, may perhaps be resorted + 0 by smaller and 
more needy parties, who rob near to their own abodes, or 
wbo having no fixed habitation, continually ioam with 
their families from place to place.f j_. 

How long the country south of the Ivistna has been 
infested by Phansigars I know not, though it is certain 
that they have been settled in the Poliums of Cbittoor for 
at least a century. On this point the Phansigars them¬ 
selves arc quite ignorant, knowing in general little more 
than that their fathers and grandfathers followed the 
same horrid employment, and taught it-to their children. 
There is however no reason to suppose that the practice 
in this part of India to 8«»t antiquity. It may also 
be a question whether to the Hindus or to the Mussel 
mans ought to be considered as attaching the reproach 
,nveull ng ttiis detestable system of pillage and murder. 
Ihe mpeot paid by Musselmaa Phansigars to the omens 
and modes of divination, and to the religious and idola¬ 
trous rites of the Hindus—a respect apparently not 
accidental, but which pervades and seems interwoven 
wifn their whole system—affords grounds for the belief'. 


* The ******** of Thugs, who seem to retain the usages of their 

ancestors, are assisted by their women in ail their operations, 1 believe. 

W. H. S. 


11 have mentioned that bands of thieves in the disguise of Gosae, 
- l ? ies are to bp « in all parts ofTndia; and these men ofti 
ra ' Mer > ant * generally after siupifying their victims with Dutei 

Nats' &c ° UlCr b8ndS WandCr ab0Wt as Bcn j aras » hlmnjur 

' " C ‘ W. H. S. 
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that Co them, rather than to the Musselmans, is to he 
ascribed the invention.* 

On the other hand it may be argued, that had these bands 
of murderers consisted primarily of Hindus, it would 
probably have appeared that the practice was of con¬ 
siderable antiquity; in which case there could hardly 
have been that prevailing ignorance among the Hindus 
with regard to it, which is found to exist. It is a 
practice more in unison with the habits and customs of 
the Musselmans than with those of the Hindus. The 
gangs at least in the southern parts of India, consist 
chiefly of Musselmans, and similar practices it has ap¬ 
peared, prevailed in Hindustan in the time of Shah 
Jehan and Aurung Zeb, and probably much anterior to 
the reigns of these monarcbs, and have continued to the 
present day ; and if, as I have been iuformed, Arabia and 
Persia be infested by Phansigars, little room is left to 
doubt that these murderers came along with the Moham¬ 
medan conquerors into India, and that they have followed 
the progress southward of the Mohammedan arms. Cn 
support of this opinion it may be observed, further, that 
in the more southern provinces which were never, or 
which fell latest, a prey to Mohammedan conquerors, 
Phansigars do not appear even yet to have established 
themselves. I have not heard of any gangs being foimd to 
the south of Salem in Baramahal; aud even these there 
is reason to believe, but recently migrated thither from the 
Poliums of Chittoor and the Zillah of Cuddapah. With 
respect to the Hindu usages, adverting to the disposition 

* It seems to me quite clear, that the system had Us origin in some 
bands of robbers who had become Musselmans, and who infested the 
roads about Delhi above two centuries ago—that they came from the 
North-west, but from what country I cannot venture to guess. W, H.S 

2 x 
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observable among the lower orders of both nations to 
adopt the rites and customs of each other, they may have 
been introduced and eagerly received among ignorant 
and superstitious offenders, ever prone to embrace a 
scheme which serves the purpose of tranquillizing the 
mind without requiring the abandonment of criminal 
habits either by Hindu converts to Islaraisra, or by such 
Hindu criminals as retaining their religion, attached 
themselves to bands of Phansigars. 


RICHARD C. SHERWOOD, 


December 18 ! 6 . 


Surgeon, on the Establishment 

of Fort St . Gem'ge* 


appendix w. 


To J. WAUCHOPE, Esquire. 

My Dear Sir, 

You will, I doubt not, be much 
surprised at being troubled by a person who had only the 
pleasure of being acquainted with you fur a few days at 
Allahabad. I trust however to your goodness for an 
excuse, and will at once proceed to the object of my 
writing. 

It is now almost a month since I was informed that a 
fortnight before, some Thugs murdered four persons in 
a Nullah, between Banda and jKaeta, and were appre¬ 
hended to the number of about twenty-five or thirty, 
almost on the instant of their accomplishing the murder, 
and sent in to yon. Amongst those apprehended are said 
to be Sumadhan Brahman, Oodeihaand Khooman Lodebs, 
and NundaBukal, all of great notoriety. 
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From the circumstances under which they were appre¬ 
hended, I think it likely many may have confessed, not 
only the present charge but former crimes. In this case, 
their confessions must throw great light on the system of 
Thuggee, and as they are (many of them) originally 
inhabitants of this neighbourhood, perhaps implicate many 
persons whose names were hitherto unknown, as well as 
corroborate accusations made against some who have 
been seized and others who have escaped. 

As 1 have several men now under investigation charg¬ 
ed with this crime, and with being accomplices of some of 
those you have in confinement, I hope it will not be thought 
an improper interference to request you will oblige me 
with copies of such confessions as may have been made 
before you. If of no use to the case I have under trial, 
they will be so as private memoranda. I should also feel 
much obliged by your favoring me with a list of the persons 
apprehended, including their cast and jjlace of residence. 

My reasons for this second request are, 1st, that a 
number of Thugs were apprehended by Mr. Wrightand 
confessed before him, and their confessions implicate the 
men I above mentioned as so notorious. W ere copies of 
those confessions inserted in the case in your Court, they 
would perhaps tend to corroborate any confession made 
before you ; and would certainly show that they have long 
since followed the trade of murder. As I have notes of 
these confessions by me, after bjing favored with the 
names of those you have caught, I could mention the 
names of those by whom they were formerly implicated. 
If you were inclined to call for copies of those confessions 
from Cawnpore, by enabling you at once to mention those 
you wish to have, much trouble would be saved. 2ndly, 
amongst 'nose now in confinement with you, are perhaps 
some frr whom I have been and am still searching. 
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Should my intelligence be incorrect, yon wit! be inclin¬ 
ed to smile ; but allow me to mention that in order to 
stale my wishes aud reasons, I assumed the whole as a 
truth. For the sake of humanity 1 hope no such murder 
was committed, but if it have, I cannot but congratulate 
you on the apprehension ot the gang. Hoping -o be 
excused for the trouble. 

I remain, my dear Sir, 

Tour’s verystsincerely, 
(Signed) G. STOCKWELL. 
Etawah, l4lA Oct. 1814. 

N. B. Part ot' my information says Khoshaliro, 
Pursudooa and Kurhora were with the party ofSumadan 
but escaped. As these three live in Banda iu my juris¬ 
diction, if their seizure be desirable I believe I can effect 
it. 

MyDearSir % 

I had yesterday the pleasure of 
receiving your copy of Bhuga's deposition, and the day 
before that of your letter. 

Though I am astonished at his recognizing so few, I 
do not despair of finding evidence against the persons 
and notoriety of the remainder, though not to their speci¬ 
fic villanies. In the course of two or three days J shall 
send you two persons employed as Burkundaze in the 
Thannah of Sindouse, one of them a Dhanuck, inhabitant 
of this place, and well acquainted with the Thugs formerly 
residing here ; the other an intelligent man who has been 
five years in the Thannah under the very edge of which 
their houses were. My object in sending them is to 
ascertain whether some of those apprehended are not 
old inhabitants of this village, mixed with the Cawnpore 
Thugs, which I understand to be the case from their 
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Laving' taken refuge in the same places about Jaloun, &c. 
and thus formed an acquaintance. I have also another 
man in store who is at present gone to endeavor to 
procure the seizure of Sumadan. He has to-day told 
me of bis own accord that four of the Thugs I wanted 
are in your jail amongst the twenty-five, viz. 

Odeeha Lodeh, a very celebrated character. 

Omeda Lungra, ditto aitto 

Lnllooa ditto, against him are two cases according to 
a confession. 

Sundooa Lodeh. (I cannot find his name in the list.) 

I hope you will excuse me when I start a doubt 
regarding the plan you have at present in view of sending 
the persons to Cavvnpore from this Zillah, to ha there 
tried for the respective cases. You will I am sure excuse 
my fearing the result when I mention that Mr. Wright 
apprehended seventy-six, of whom seventeen made con¬ 
fessions, which strongly criminated the remaining fitty-nine 
who denied. Amongst these denials, are several suspi¬ 
cious circumstances, and once or twice the property was 
produced from their houses and recognized. .Those who 
denied and those who confessed were alike released by 
one sweeping order of the INizamut Adawlut, without 
security or any thing else. 

I cannot but think that when the very suspicious 
circumstances are taken into consideration under which 
the seizure was made, and the change of their names and 
place of residence and cast (evidently implying a fear of 
those under which they were known) and to these be 
added the confessions of Thugs apprehended five years 
ago criminating them, little can be wanting to establish 
their guilt. It is on such strong circumstantial evidences 
that I cannot conceive any Court will release them. 


Oa the contrary should they be sent to Cawnpore, there 
being no proof, bat what they before had, I fear they 
would find the same lenity which was shown to their 
companions. 

In the event of their being sent to Cawnpore, you 
would still wish to have copies of those papers accusing 
them attached to the case in your Court, for which pur¬ 
pose I copy the following from Wright’s notes. 

When the person returns, which will be I fancy 
about a week hence, I shall send him in order to point 
out the four whose names he mentioned, and I believe he 
will recognize some of the rest on their being shown to 
him. I shall do myself the pleasure of addressing you c 
short note when I send the Burkundazes. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) G. STOCKWEJjL. 

Camp Sindouse, Dec. 22,1814. 

You would perhaps think it a shorter way to send one 
or two of the Zemindars of this place to recognize the 
Thugs of their village, but alas the communication is 
still kept up, a».d they derive perhaps as much profit as 
ever from them. They arc by no means to be trusted 
in this. 

My Dear Sir, 

I have to entreat your pardon 
for allowing your last letter to remain so long unanswer¬ 
ed, the principal reason for which was my not having any 
subject worthy of communication. As Bhowany left me 
some days ago in a Dooly he has no doubt ere this 
arrived, and I hope you may derive some benefit from 
him. Toollacya has been unwell and only just rejoined 
me ; he shall be sent you in a short time. He will tell 
you all about Purshaud who came to me as a spy, and 
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introduced Toolya. As he can give you the whole of 
my intelligence respecting Purshaud, I refrain from 
troubling you. Herewith enclosed is a copy of an 
Urzee presented by iny spy, and as his source of 
information is a relation and Padree to the Raja of 
Jugnmcmpore, it may very possibly be correct. It will 
at all events be as well to have a look-out after the party 
who went towards Chutterpore, and are expected to re¬ 
turn in the course of fifteen or twenty days. There can 
be no doubt that such persons are allowed to reside in 
Jugumunpore, as in April last, when in Camp near to 
that place the Umlah of my Court visited the place, and 
the houses of the Thugs situated close under the Raja’s 
Fort were pointed out to them among the other curiosi¬ 
ties. Nothing like concealment was attempted, they 
being told “ there are so many of this cast, and so many 
“ of that, and there you see one hundred houses of 
is Thugs” As the ancestors of Madhoo Sing, and him¬ 
self also when in charge of Sindouse, collected a tax at 
the rate of 25 rupees per house, there can be no reason 
to doubt that Mahaepat Sab, a brother of the Rajah, 
should (Jo the same. Toolya will give you a list of men 
concerned in four cases within your district, several of 
whom are in your jail; and will also mention the prin¬ 
cipal Thugs and their villages living in Jaloun, and some 
part of Soobali Gwalior. I am sorry to say Perry writes 
me of two or three Thuggies having lately occurred in 
the Eastern extremity of the District, and you will have 
heard from Middleton that they have favored him with 
some visits. 

I have not heard the slightest hint at the perpetrators 
of the Dudwareh Dacoity. This silence appears to me 
very extraordinary, as by one means or another we have 
become acquainted with all the Dacoities but one which 
have been committed in this District, and with most of 
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those in the neighbouring Zillah, so that this uniat be 
some unknown gang, I was once told, that strong sus¬ 
picion attached to the Zemindars, but could get no gfood 
grounds for such an opinion. Two points had nearly 
escaped me, one that the Tbuggies in your District are 
preconcerted, that is, gangs rush in at once from dif¬ 
ferent quarters, and their crimes are committed almost 
all at once or in a very short period. Of the truth or 
falsity of this you can well judge. The second, that for 
the short time Bhowany has been in my employ he 
has been more successful in apprehending than any spy 
I ever took in service. I mention this as a reason for 
believing his assertions. 

Believe me. 

My dear Wauchope, 

Ever your’s faithfully, 
(Signed) G. STOCKWELL. 
Camp Jehekha , 10 th June , 1815. 

The sum collected from Thugs at Sindouse was five 
thousand rupees per annum, making the number of houses 
two hundred; but most of these houses, in order !o evade 
the tax, contained three or four Thugs, besides their 
women and children. The probable number of Thugs 
might at a low rate be considered 400 ! !! Merchants caine 
from Benares to purchase their spoils at a cheap rate. 


To J. WAUCHOPE, Esquire, 

Magistrate , Bundelcund, 

Sir, 

I beg to transmit for your information the 
accompanyingExtract of a Letter from the Magistrate 
of Eiawah, dated 7th of August last, together with Copy 
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of a Better and its enclosure, from the Joint Magistrate 
of that District dated the 11th of August on the subject 
of murders by Thugs. 

T P- *1 

I mu, tvo, at-. 

(Signed) J. SHAKESPEAE, 

Acting S, P. Western Provinces. 

Office of S. P., Calcutta, 
the 31 st March, 1816 . 





Extract of a Letter from the Magistrate of Etawah to 

the Acting Superintendent of Police in the Western 
Provinces , dated 7th A ugust 1815. 

Para. 20. As far as I can depend on the informa¬ 
tion and experience which 1 have acquired during my 
residence in this District, the Thugs who have been 
in the habit of infesting this part of the Company’s Pro¬ 
vinces may 1 conceive be divided into three classes 
entirely unconnected with each other. First, those who 
originally resided under the protection of the .Zemindars 
on the large estates of Hurra Sing, Dyaram aud Bhug- 
wunt Sing in Allyghur ; and of Himmut Sing, late 
Kajah of Etawah, in this district, including also a lew 
detached parties who lived unmolested at or near to a 
village called Borasa in Furruckabad. The Tfaanahs of 
Shahabad, Plturha and Knhleyee in Etawah, in three or 
four of the Police Divisions of Allyghur. The murders 
which were formerly so common on the road which lies 
between Etawah, Khas and Agra, on the high road from 
Cawnpore between Nubbeegunge and Shahabad, and on 
that leading from Mynpooree to Coel, as well as in other 
less frequented parts of Allygurh, Furruckabad and 





Etawah were chiefly perpetrated by men belonging to this 
class. If such criminals can be supposed to have any 
religion they will be found principally, if not exclusively, 
to profess the Mahornrnedan faith. A number have been 
seized, and are now in the jails at Mynpooree and Coe! ; 
and a few are in confinement also at Futtehghur; many, 
however, are still at. large, soma of whom reside in the 
district of Allyghur, and I have reason to think that a 
pavty of nine or ten of the most notorious of these 
offenders, by whom the murder in Suckut was in all pro¬ 
bability committed, have for some time past taken up 
their abode in the vicinity of Agra. 

SI. The acoonJ class consists of Hindoos, who are 
for the most part of the Lodhee caste, and this is by far 
more numerous than the class I have just mentioned. 
They resided in great numbers in the eastern Thannahs 
of this District, and the adjoining Purgunnahs of Cawn- 
pore, uptil disturbed by the measures pursued against 
them by Mr. Wright and myself in 1810 and 1811, when 
many were seized and others absconded. By cultivating 
a few beegahs of land they were able, under the osten¬ 
sibly character of ryots, to follow the more lucrative 
profession of Thuggie without being- suspected. Their 
depredations were consequently local, and the murders 
which were so numerous to the westward of Cavvnpore, 
particularly in the vicinity of Kanoje, and those which 
occasionally happened in the lower part of this jurisdic¬ 
tion, may be ascribed to their activity. About twenty of 
these offenders are confined on security in the jail at 
Mynpooree; but many of those committed by Mr. Wright 
have been released, and have returned to their old 
haunts in the Cawnpore district, neither reformed by 
the morals of a jail, nor less audacious from the expe¬ 
rience they have had of the facility of escaping from the 
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hands of justice. To this class ray letter to you of the 
7ih of June last adverts. 

22. The third is more formidable in point of number, 
and extends over a greater expanse of country than either 
of the foregoing classes. It includes that desperate asso¬ 
ciation of men of both religions and of all castes, which 
grew up under the fostering protection oi the Zemindars 
of Purhearha and of the villages contiguous thereto in 
the Gwalior territory. It is already known to you that 
those who resided in the villages of Purhearha were dis¬ 
persed when Mr. Halted personally visited that Porgan- 
nah. They have however since gradually returned, and 
now live in a number of the Gwalior villages stretching 
over an irregular tract of country from the right bank of 
the Kooaree to the confines of Duftea. They travel in 
larger bodies, and are more bold and adventurous than the 
Thugs in the Company’s Provinces. Their predatory 

excursions are chiefly confined to the country vshich 

.Eastward and Southward of Gwalior, and to the districts 
of Bundelcund ; and I have reason to believe that they 
rarely if ever visit the Dooab. Their number has been 
partially augmented from some fugitives from the second 
class, who may perhaps, from their knowledge of the coun¬ 
try, occasionally venture across the Jumna. Several of 
the most notorious of these offienders have been seized by 
Mr. Wauchope, and are now in the jail at Bandah. 

To THOMAS PERRY, Esquire, 

Magistrate of Zillah Etawah, 

Sir, 

I had the honor of receiving- your letter 
of the 22d April last, covering a copy of a letter from the 
Superintendent of Police relative to the Thngs of 
Purhearha. 


2. I apprehend that the Putwaries of this Pargun- 
nah can give no information on the point required; trom 
aii I have been able to learn ‘it appears to me that the 
Thugs formerly residing in Simlouse, &c. have settled in 
the Gwalior territories where they are sure of protection ; 
at least as the Aumilsoftbat Government deriving a re¬ 
venue from their depredations, it is fair to conclude that 
they protect them as formerly. I am told by the most 
respectable Zemindars that 5,500 rupees was the average 
payment made to these States for the Thugs at the rate 
of twenty-five rupees per house, this being the number of 
220 houses, but most of the houses contained three men. 

3. The villages at present most notorious adjoining 
to Purhearha. 


Jaloun,. 
Snhoo, . 
Rusoolpore, 
Suraopore, 
Sooueh, 
Seloruch 


:: 

ore, 1 

'I), « » • y 


Of Jaloun. 

Of Jugumunpore, and I believe in Ju- 
gumunpore Khas. 


Mollickpore,belonging to Scindia ; there is also a 
Poorwa of Rampoor, said to contain 
about200 houses of Thugs, at the head 


Mohonee,... 


Tetringare,.. 4 D f whom is the famous Dhurm Khea 
Sonaweery,.. j alias Dhurm Khan. 


The former Sirdar, Boodhooa, and about twenty of bis 
gang, were caught in or about Ameer Khan’s army; and 
that leader cut off their noses and both hands, no doubt 
an effectual way of preventing their recurring to this way 
for a livelihood. 

4. I am also informed that they seldom repair to the 
Company’s Territories to commit their depredations, and 
have as yet heard of few instances of their taking up their 
abode on the left bank of the Jumna. 
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5. This intelligence appears to me to be true, for the 
gangs of Purhearha committed their Thuggies more like 
banditti, openly and in large bodies, attacking and 
plundering parties of travellers, not taking any care to 
conceal the crime by hiding the bodies ; whereas the 
Thuggies of the JDooah are committed more by stealth than 
force on two or three individuals, early in the dark of the 
morning- or late in it>« evening, at least leaving no marks 
of force being used. The piercing the throat, or ripping 
np the bellies is frequently done to prevent any chance of 
life remaining, and the bodies carefully concealed in 
wells or nullahs. The only thiug in which the two* 
descriptions sit all coincide is that of their plundering and 
invariably murdering the plundered." 

6. I have every reason to believe that the Thuggies 
committed in Cawnpore, Furruckabad, &c. have been 
perpetrated by the old Lodha gangs, as well as by those 
who were released from Cawnpore ; and the only Musul- 
man gang which has come to my knowledge is that of 
Koodrooa living in Bowhary, which I mentioned to yon 
some time since in a private letter. As you are fully 
acquainted with the names and villages of the principals 
there is no necessity to mention them. 

7. I have also the honor to subjoin another list oF 
Thugs, and of the villages in which they reside which 
may perhaps be useful. It was procured from persons 
perfectly unconnected with those from whom the above 
was obtained. 

I have, &c. &c. 

(Signed) G. STOCKWELL, 

Joint Magistrate. 

Etawah, August 11, 1815. 

(True Copy,) 

(Signed) T. PERRY, Magistrate. 
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Statement of Villages, be. of Thugs belonging to Illakeh 
Jaloun, that accompanied Mr. Stockwell s letter of the 

Ilf A August, 1815. 


Villages, 


Gorahe, .....* 

Koonoo, 

Sakoon, ... 

Ooria, 

Morara, .... ... • * 
Mohar, . 


Jnsipoorah, 


Pupury Nowreypore, 
Tiinror, .......... 

Butkoo, ... 

Surooapore, ...... 


Names of Thvys r. 
Punna, 

Ptmnsih Lodhcpj . • - * * - 
Gunesha Musulman. 

mb a door > .. 

Rambux, . 

MnnKhaa Musulman, ». 

Ptmnah,..* •• 

Ghusia Lodhee,. 

Bbugwuuta Lodbee, .... 
Kumma alias Khcmooa, 

Balkishen,.. 

Munsookha, < • • •. 

JRunjeet, .. 

Ameda Lungra, ...... 

Oodiet, ... 

Sookoon, ... 

Amed 2d, ........... 

Cheynooa, 

Suntooa, .. 

Farsodn, .. 

Khyroon Musulman,. •., 
Khootnan, 

Keliry,.....* 

Tajooa, .............. 

Kulooa, .. 

Pujooa Lodhee,.. • • 

Bigae,.. 

Peerfeux Musulman, .... 
Sookhooa Lodeb, ....•» 
Khyrooa Musulman,. •. • 

Doorgab,........«. 

Kbooman, ..• 

Puaga, ... 

Burio Brahman, «•««»• 


J Remarks hy Captain 
Sleeman in 1835. 

Approver. 

Bung 1832. 
Transported. 

Dead, 

Hung 1830. 

Hung 1833. 

At large. 

At large. 

At Urge. 

A' large. 

Bang 1833. 

At large. 


Transported 1833. 
Transported 1835. 
Hung 1832. 

Hung at Saugor. 
Hung at Ju bill pore. 
Died in Hoshunga- 
bad Jail. 

At large. 

Died at home. 

Died inSaugor Jail. 
Jubulpore Jail. 

Dead. 

Died at home. 
Approver. 

Approver. 

Died in Saugor Jail. 
Hung at Saugor, 








































Villages. 
Surooapore, .. 


Names of Thugs. 


RemarU by Captain 
Sleeman in 183a. 


Punchutn, •••*••* 

Manga* .. 

Amelia, *•••••••» 

Kambux Brahmin, 


^Dead.- 


r Transported to 
l Saugor. 


>I3ead. 


| Hung at Saugor. 
Died at Surabee 1832 


Guncsh IVIusiilman, • * • • 

Mahasooka Brahmin, . ♦ 

Hussunoo, ... 

B’trkbhan, .«*. 

Maha Musulman, 

Clioonah, ,... Kebyra and two others, 

Dhtikur Rajpoots. 

Khooman KusbaWy 
Brahmin, 

Mehonee, Dhurm Khan, ..<». 

Sundia, . • 

Puchooa, .. 

Zorawer,.. 

Rumola, .. 

JBhora,.. .» 

PaDchuma, 

Bhugwao* 

Mooliooa,,. 

Sulya, ...« 

Soogunoo Aheer, 

There are many others whose names are unknown. 

(Signed) Gr. STOC K WELL, 

Joint Magistrate. 


> Mosulmen, ! DeafJ 


(True Copy,) 

(Signed) T. PERRY, Magistrate. 
(True Copy,) 

(Signed) J, SHAKES PEAR, 

Superintendent of Police. 

(True Copies,) 

W. H. SLEEMAN, Genl. Supt. 
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APPENDIX X. 


Sir, 


To MAJOR STEWART, 

Acting Resident, Indore. 


1 1 bave the honor to forward the pro- 

ceechogs* of an inquiry held by me on the gang- of 
lungs m confinement here, of whose seizure and the 
circumstances that led to it you are already informed. 

As appears in his Deposition after the gang was 
secured at Bkeelwarab, the witness Amunoola, under 
^ am for the consequences, voluntarily presented him- 

r ° . the Jemadar o (the party sent on this service, and 
confessing that he and his fellow prisoners were the 
description of persons they were suspected to be, offered 
o make a disclosure of their acts and proceedings, from 
that moment he was kept separate trom his companions 
to prevent imn from being dissuaded from this purpose 

* Consisting of the following- papers.— 

J*e. 1. Deposition of the evidence Amanoola. 

No. 3. Deposition of the evidence Kaimraje, 

No. 3. Deposition of the evidence Poorun. 

No. 4. Deposition of the evidence Runjeet. 

No. a. Deposition of the evidence Muddary 

£££*** * ““ «*«“» ■» 

»«l. ’■ ® e * ,0s ‘ 1 ' 00 evidence BbawunyKFiauHai'ildar anil Btadj. 

no. 9. L.st of the foregoing articles mentioned in the evidences heW 

Hig to particular individuals murdered by the Thugs h- 

of the foreg-(Hngr that k 

friends or persons murdered. * ^ KC0 S^ * 

No. 11, Defence of the prisoners. 


by the efforts which they would doubtless have exerted 
upon him to that effect; and the.day after the arrival of the 
whole at Jowrab, I took from him the Deposition now 
forwarded, and in corroboration of it dispatched him the 
day following' under a guard to point out the bodies of 
the persons stated by him to have been murdered at 
different places on the route of the gang between Munde- 
sore and Dekola, where they were seized, a corrobora¬ 
tion, which, as you will observe by the Depositions of the 
Havildar and others of the guard, was fully afforded. 

3. The Deposition thus corroborated was perhaps 
alone sufficient to establish the guilt of the prisoners, 
but as it was desirable to obtain ali the information 
possible of the acts and proceedings of this band of 
systematic murderers, that the Government might be the 
better able to adopt effectual measures for their even 

tual ev , *-*r*»* : _ v a P romise Portion to 

oilier individuals of the gaug to come forward, on which 
five of the prisoners, whose Depositions are enclosed, 
presented themselves as evidence against their associates. 

4. These Depositions appear to me to be too full and 
corroborative of the deep and atrocious guilt, of the 
prisoners to require any comment or additional proof of it, 
and I have only to observe therefore that the Witnesses 
from whom they have been obtained, have been all along 
kept in separate guards, apart from each other, and no 
interchange of communication has been allowed to take 
place among them. 

(Signed) W. BORTHWICK, 

Poll. Agent. 

Mehidpoor Agency Office, 26th July, 1829. 

(True Copy,) 

(Signed) T. ROBINSON, 

2d Assistant. 

2 z 
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To GEORGE SWINTON, Esquire, 

Chief Secy, to Government, 

Fort William. 


Sir, 

I have the honor to transmit for the 
information and orders of Government the proceedings 
of Captain Borthwick in the case of a large gang of 
Thugs, apprehended by him on their return from an 
expedition into Guzerat. 

2. These proceedings detail so fully the system pur¬ 
sued by these murderers that any comment or observations 
on them seem quite superfluous, the guilt of the party 
being established beyond all doubt. With reference, 
however, to the quantity and trifling value of the articles 
found in the possession of the murderers, it may be 

proper to notice that this is satisfactorily accounted for 
by tire circumstance of the pany c-,«> r ] avs 

before their apprehension sent off, under charge of one 
of their leaders ; almost all the booty they had collected 
in their expedition, including, of course, every thing of 
value. 

3. The expeditious of these murderous gangs have of 
late years become the greatest calamities with which Mai wa 
has been afflicted ; and it will not fail to attract the notice 
of Government that the very pacification of the country 
has led to the extension of this murderous system to a 
degree unknown before. 

4. The invariable practice of putting to death the 
■whole of their victims, the manner in which this is done, 
and the mode in which the bodies are disposed of, 
renders the apprehension and conviction of these gangs 
particularly difficult; and therefore I consider the seizure 
of so lUrge a body of them as a most fortunate event for 
this country, and likely, if capital punishment is inflicted 
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on the greater part of them, to pat a stop to such expe¬ 
ditions for a long period to come ; the punishment how¬ 
ever of these murderers, to be effective in this respect, 
ought I conceive to be inflicted at the different places 
from whence thev come ; and I cannot help trusting that 
Government wifi also adopt some measures both in our 
own territory, and in the dominions of our Allies to bting 
to condign punishment the village officers and other 
authorities of the country who connive at the proceedings 
of these murderers, aud participate in their plunder. 
These can hardly be considered as less guilty than the 

murderers themselves. ♦ 

5. I beg leave therefore to suggest that the leaders, 
and all of the party whose employment in the gang has 
been that of stranglers, should suffer capital punishment 
each at the village to which he belongs ; where the mur¬ 
derers come from places not within our jurisdiction, I 
can hardly anticipate any difficulty in obtaining the assert. 
of our Allies to make an example so requisite for the 
future safety of innocent travellers throughout Centra 
India; the rest of the gang, with the except.ee of those 
to whom pardon has been promised, ong it, 1 ' 

either to he banished from Hindoostan or confined for 

life 

(Signed) J. STEWART, Resident. 

Indore, 12 th August, 1^29. 


To MAJOR STEWART, 

Officiating Resident, Indore. 

Sir* 

l am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of join- Dispatch of the 12th August, submitting copies 
of a letter from Captain Borthwick and of proceedings 



held by him in the case of a gang; of Thugs, and to com¬ 
municate to you the following observations and orders 
of the Governor General in Council on the subject.- 

2. Captain Borthwick is considered to merit great 
praise for the seizure of so large a gang of those atrocious 
criminals, and for the full and satisfactory evidence which 
he has obtained of their guilt. The Deposition, of 
Amanoolla and the other four accomplices who came for¬ 
ward on the promise of pardon afford the strongest proof 
of the whole of the prisoners belonging to the gang, and of 
the numerous murders, committed by them in the course 
of their progress, through the several countries, >vhich 
were the scene of their depredations. The discovery of 
the dead bodies in the places pointed out by Amanoolla, 
aad the production and identification of some of the pro¬ 
perty found in the possession of the gang, as detailed in 
the proceedings held by Captain Borthwick, confirm the 
Depositions of the five evidences, and established the 
guilt of the parties beyond the possibility of doubt—His 
Lordship in Council observes that one of the evidences, 
Khaim Rauj, has deposed to no less than 71 murders. 

3. These murders baviug been perpetrated in territo¬ 
ries belonging to various Native Chiefs, and the perpetra¬ 
tors being inhabitants of various districts belonging to 
different authorities, there is no Chief in particular to 
whom we could deliver them up for punishment, as their 
Sovereign, or as the Prince of the territory in which the 
crime had been committed. 

4. The hand of these inhuman monsters being against 
every one, and there being no country within the range 
of their annual excursions from Bundelcund to Guzeral, 
in which they have not committed murder, it appears to 
His Lordship in Council that they may be considered 
like Pirates, to be placed without the pale ot social law, 





( 381 ) 



1 


and be subjected to condign punishment by whatever 
authority they may be seized and convicted, 

5. Under this view of the case and adverting to the 
relative situation of the British Government as the para¬ 
mount power, the Governor General in Council has 
no hesitation in authorizing* and directing capital pu¬ 
nishment to be inflicted on the leaders, and all the gang* 
who shall be proved to have been employed as the 
stranglers. With regard to those who in decoying and 
enticing the victims to their fate, or in aiding to remove 
and conceal the bodies, they must be held to be accessaries 
both before and after the fact; they are equally criminal 
as the principals and deserving the same punishment 
of death ; but his Lordship in Council authorizes you to 
commute the sentence of capital punishment into trans¬ 
portation for life/ with hard labour, beyond seas, or 
confinement for » certain term of years, according to 
the circumstances of each particular case. Such of the 
prisoners as have acted merely as followers of the gang, 



WHISTS 
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conviction of the gang-, and the orders which you have 
received for inflicting capital punishment on the mur- 

derers. ... 

7. Previously to deciding on the fate of each indivi- 

dual prisoner (seventy-four in number) the Governor 
General in Council desire that you will instruct Captain 
Borthwick to call them up singly in the order of enclo¬ 
sure No. 11 of Captain Bortlrwick’s letter, in which 
their defence is contained, and take the evidence of the 
five witnesses as to the identity of the individual, lus 
degree of connection with the gang as leader, accom¬ 
plice, or menial, and compare the evidence as given by 
each of those five approvers. Captain Borthwick will also 
hear whatever the prisoners may desire to offer further 
in their defence; and wherever a doubt may exist in his 
mind as to the fact of the party being one of the gang 


(notwithstanding the identification of one or more of the 
evidence) that individual is to have the .benefit of the 

doubt, and his case to be reserved for fort er orders. 
T ^ ... . • wiiti your Dispatch, the 

cases of the prisoners are not given in the same nutne- 
r:~ o? order in each; and it becomes difficult in some 
instances to know*whether the witness refer to one and 
the same individual. 

8. By the coarse of the proceedings now directed, 
the first prisoner to be identified according to the list 
in enclosure No. 11 is Omrow Sing. Each of the five 
witnesses should be called on in succession, and without 
the privity of one another, to identify and name him ; and 
Captain Borthwick will keep a record of the proceeding, 
&tatiag his own opinion regarding the establishment of 
the prisoners guilt, and the punishment to which, with 
reference to the observation in a preceding part of this 
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letter, the prisoner is subject. Captain Borthwick having 
completed these proceedings, will submit them to you, 
and you will pass final sentence on all those deserving 
of capital punishment and direct it to be earned into 
execution. Those adjudged to transportation beyond 
seas, are to be sent under a suitable escort to Bombay, 
to be kept in custody there until the receipt of orders 
from hence, which will be sent without delay. 1 he indi¬ 
viduals who are to suffer temporary imprisonment, will be 
retaiued where they now are, and yon will receive the 
final instructions of Government on the receipt of your 
report, and Captain Borthwick’s further proceedings as 
above directed. 

9. With respect to the five witnesses to whom Capt. 
Borthwick promised pardon, it does not appear whether 
unconditional release on the conviction of their associates 
was distinctly pledged to them or not. Considering the 
past course of life which these individuals, who have taken 
an active share in all the atrocities to which they depose, 
have led. Ills Lordship in Council feels extremely reluc¬ 
tant. to let them again loose upon society without security 
for their future good behaviour. If by pardon was only 
meant that their lives which had been forieited by then 
crimes, should be spared, they may Tie considered to be 
treated with great lenity if no severer punishment be in¬ 
flicted than confinement until they can give good security, 
and you will be pleased to send them, under a guard to 
the care of the Governor General’s Agent in Bundelcund, 
with whom you will arrange? as to the time of their dis¬ 
patch, and the place where they may be delivered over 
to the escort, which that officer may propose to send 
to the frontier of his jurisdiction, for the purpose of 
relieving the guard which may be sent from Mahidpore. 
The Agent to the Governor General will receive instruc- 
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lions regarding their disposal until they can furnish such 
security as he may see proper to accept; you will apprize 
the five individuals of this decision in order that they may 
know their destination and adopt means for obtaining the 
security required. 

10. You will further apprize them if that by their 
means the leaders and others of the gang who separated 
from them some time before their seizure with the inten¬ 
tion of returning to Bundelcund, or who made their 
escape when the rest were arrested, can be apprehended 
and convicted, they will establish a claim to further consi¬ 
deration and indulgence. 

11. It is* the intention of Government to authorize* the 
offer of a reward of one thousand rupees for the appre¬ 
hension of Ueera, Ruttyram, and any others whose names 
may be given by the approvers as notorious leaders of 
Thugs. You will be pleased to communicate to the autho¬ 
rities in Bundelcund who will be authorized to offer the 
rewards abovementioned, whatever further information 
you may receive from their late associates. 

12. Copies of the Depositions of the five Witnesses 
will be communicated to the Judges and Magistrates of 
the District where the system of Thuggie has prevailed, 
and it is not unlikely that the evidence of the individuals 
in question, while they may remain in confinement in 
Bundelcund, may be of use in convicting Thug offenders, 
against whom it might otherwise be difficult to bring 
proof. 

(Signed) G. SWINTON, 

Chief Secretary to Government . 
Fort William, 23 d October , 1829. 

(True Copy,) 

(Signed) G. SWINTON, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 
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To CAPTAIN BORTHWICK, 

Political Agent, Mahidpore. 

Sir, I have the honor to acknowledge the 

receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, with the 
Proceedings accompanying it. 

2. I have passed sentence on death on forty of the 
criminals, a list of whom. No. 11, I herewith enclose, and 
have to request that you will cause the sentence upon them 
to be carried into effect with as little delay as possible. 

3. With reference to the 3d paragraph of your letter 
I recommend that a part of the criminals should be 
executed in the vicinity of the places in your neighbour¬ 
hood where they committed the murders most recently 
perpetrated. On referring to your former proceedings, I 
observe that those murders were committed near Rutlam, 
at Tarode, near Mundesore, and at a place a little beyond 
the cantonment of Neemuch. A portion of the criminals 
may be executed at each of those places, and at any other 
place where you may conceive that a salutary impression 
will be produced thereby. The leaders and most despe¬ 
rate of the gang I recommend to be executed immediate¬ 
ly at Mahidpore. 

4. I have also the honor to enclose a list, No. 2, ot the 
criminals sentenced to transportation beyond seas; these 
you will be pleased to send under a sufficient guard to 
Mhow, where the Officer Commanding the Malwa Field 
Force, will be requested to relieve your guard by one from 
his Force, and to forward the prisoners to Asseerghur, 
from whence they will be sent to Bombay. 

5. The prisoners whose names are mentioned in list 
No. 3, who have been sentenced to confinement for differ¬ 
ent periods, you will be pleased to retain in custody, 
together with the evidences, until further orders^. 

(Signed) J. STEWART, Act. Resident . 

Indore Residency, Camp, 12 th Dec. 1829. 

3 A 


To M, AINSLIE, Esquire, 

Agent to the Governor General, Bundelcund, 

Pol, Dept. 

Sir, 

I am directed to transmit to you the 
enclosed copies of a Dispatch from the Acting Resident 
at Indore relative to the apprehension of a gaBg of Thugs, 
and of the instructions which have been issued to Major 
Stewart in reply, and to desire that you will put your¬ 
self in communication with that Officer on the several 
points therein stated, and use your best endeavours to 
secure the individuals belonging to the gang, who are 
yet at large. 

2. You are hereby authorized to offer the rewards for 
the apprehension of the leaders, specified in my letter to 
Major Stewart. The Governor General in Council 
desires to leave to your own judgment and discretion 
the adoption of whatever course may appear to you to be 
best suited to the accomplishment of the end desired. 

3. Copies of this letter and of the correspondence 
with the Acting Resident at Indore will be sent to the 
Agent to the Governor General in Saugor and the 
Nurbudda Territories for his information, and a communi¬ 
cation will be made from the Judicial Department to the 
several Judges and Magistrates in those Districts in 
which the Thugs have occasionally been apprehended, 
instructing them to correspond with you on the occasion 
of any person being hereafter apprehended as Thugs, 
when it is not unlikely that the evidence of the five Thugs 
who have turned informers, may prove useful in the con¬ 
viction of the parties accused. 

(Signed) G. SWINTON, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 
Fort William, 2‘3d Oct. 1829. 
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appendix X. 


Deposition of Amanoolah Phansigar, admitted to give 
evidence , a Musselman, age about 50 years, 

I am one of the gang of Phansigars now in confine¬ 
ment, and with my associates was stopped in the month 
of Bysak last, at the village Dekola, about 7 or 8 coss 
northward of Bkeelwarab, as we were returning to our 
homes in Hindoostan. At this place a party of 8 or 10 
horsemen came upon us and said that t.,aptain Borlhwick 
having heard that we were carrying Opium out of Malwa, 
had sent them to stop us. On bearing this our minds 
were relieved from suspicion or fear that the object of 
the horsemen was any other than what it professed to 
be, or had any reference to our habits and pursuits. 
We readily consented therefore to return to Bheelwarah 
with the horsemen, who, we thought, would ot course 
allow us to depart after searching us and finding we ia< 
no Opium. After our arrival there we learnt the true 
cause of our bei» S arrested, not however before the 
authorities and inhabitants of the town had joined to tud 
of the horseinea to secure ns end prevent our escape. 
Wo „f course loudl, protested onr rnnoocnce affirm,„ S 
... rendiness to be tel~ before Caplain Borthmck, 
where we should clear ourselves to that gentlemans 
satisfaction of the accusations which the horsemen cast 
upon us of being Thugs and Phansigars ; at the same 
time urging the great inconvenience we would unjustly 
be subjected to, if obliged on such unfounded suspicion, 
to retrace our steps to Jawrah. To these protestations 
of innocence Oomrao Jemadar (prisoner) added that he 
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bad an English passport, and that if the horsemen per¬ 
sisted in detaining us they would bring themselves into 
difficulty. Seeing that the horsemen were deaf to all 
our entreaties and threats, I became alarmed, and as the 
only chance that appeared to me of saving my own life, 
determined to confess the truth, and to make a lull and 
true disclosure of our habits and acts. I accordingly 
went immediately to the horsemen and offered, on assur¬ 
ance of my life being spared, to make a faithful avowal 
of all our doings, 1 received the assurance I required, 
on which I confessed to them that we were actually the 
Phansigars they' suspected us to he. From that mo¬ 
ment they kept me separate from my companions, and 
now that the assurance of pardon has been repeated to 
me, my mind is at ease, and I shall not withhold the 
disclosure of one single act that has been committed 
by myself and companions since l became a confederate 
Phansigar, but freely and fully slate all that occurs 
to my memory to mention : 1 have been connected with 
these Phansigars for about two years, during which 
period robbery preceded in every instance by the 
murder of the individuals robbed, has been our mode 
of life. I belong properly to the gang of Mandun 
Jemadar, now a prisoner* which consists chiefly of Mus¬ 
sulmans, and is called the Mussulman gang. According 
to the custom of at! these gangs of Phansigars of 
proceeding at certain seasons to distant countries in quest 
of plunder (generally after the rains) our Jemadar Man- 
dun having collected his men, set out from his country iu 
Bundlekund, upon an excursion of that nature, at that 
season last year. Our course was southerly, and passing 
Dhuttea, on our sixth stage, we came to the banks of a 
Nullah, where there was a good deal of jungle. There 
a Mussulman traveller, on his way to Baroda, who called 


himself a Moolab, was prevailed upon to join us. Shortly 
afterwards every thing being arranged, be was murdered 
and his property plundered. A Koran was found upon 
him, which to avoid detection, we burnt. There was 
besides a labada, and a straight double edged sword, both 
of which are amongst the things seized upon us; other 
things of trifling value, belonging to this Mussulman, fell 
into our hands. This was the first act we committed; 
after which we pursued our course, and without falling 
in with any thing further, arrived at Oogein. From Oogein 
we proceeded to Baroda, by the usual stages, without com¬ 
mitting any murder or robbery on the way, with only one 
exception, about five coss from the latter town. This 
was upon the persons of a barber and byragy, who fell 
into our hands at the stage before we reached Baroda, 
and were murdered a short time after night set in. A 
red woollen cloth jacket, now among the things taken 
upon us, and a tattoo also present, (the other evidences 
do not confirm this of the tattoo belonging to the barber,) 
fell into our hands. What was found upon the byragy, I 
do not now remember. The next day we arrived at 
Baroda, and there found a band of our brethren, consist¬ 
ing of twenty-five men under their leader, a Brahmin and 
an° inhabitant of Ftawaii. This Brahmin and Mundun 
(prisoner) our Jemadar consulting together agreed that 
the two bands should unite and act conjointly. We ac¬ 
cordingly left Baroda together, and after traversing differ¬ 
ent parts of Guzerat returned to Baroda, empty handed. 
A day or so after our return to Baroda, Oomrao Sing 
Jemadar (prisoner), Makhurr Jemadar (prisoner), and 
Ruttyram Jemadar, with their bands, arrived, and the day 
after that the Brahmin with his band set out on his return 
to Hindostan. We having hitherto been unsuccessful 
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determined to remain some time longer and try our for¬ 
tune in conjunction with the parties just arrived, and 
accordingly joined them. Our united bands after this 
left Baroda, and having obtained intelligence from our 
scouts of four travellers with property, we weut in pursuit 
of them, and coming up to them near an English canton¬ 
ment, murdered them, but were much disappointed to find 
that they were only poor stone-cutters without a rupee 
upon them, our scouts having been deceived by the bundles 
of tools which they carried. After this we returned to 
Baroda, whereafter baiting a day or two it was determin¬ 
ed that we should return to our homes. We accordingly 
left Baroda, and made a stage of about three or four coss, 
where a Hadjee (pilgrim) met with bis fate at our hands. 
Oar next act was the murder of two Besatties. After 
them two men whom I heard were Rutbans,.aud at a stage 
or two from that where the Rutbans met their fate, we 
fell in with one or two palaukeen bearers, with two women 
and a child, all of whom we murdered in the jungle and 
took their property. After this four Musulmans with 
Mynas fell into our hands and were murdered. It was 
I think at this stage where we halted a day and settled a 
division of property, after which we resumed our route, 
and near to Rutlam effected our designs upon five mer¬ 
chants, who had become the object of them from the last 
stage or so. We passed Rutlam, few or none of ns enter¬ 
ing the town, and stopped near a village to the north of 
it at a byragy’s shrine, where we made a good meal, having 
killed three sheep for the purpose. Having finished our 
meal we took the road again without resting, and halted 
at a village to the west of Jawrah, having, to avoid that 
place, struck off the high road. On our second stage 
from this we passed a large town (Mundesore) on the 
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bank of a river without stopping, after purchasing; ata, 
ghee, &c. for our meal at the end of the day’s journey, 
and halted at a JJawlee where there was a large bur tree 
on the road side and near a village, the gate or door of 
which was of red colour. Here a traveller, a Mussulman 
I believe, who I was told was a Telinga, fell into 
our hands, and was murdered. He had a tattoo which 
we set lose, but besides this I understood that little 
or nothing was found upon him. On our journey next 
morning Jemadar Hutty ram, with twenty or thirty men, 
was sent in charge of some tattoos laden with plunder, 
to our country in Hindostan, while we proceeded by 
Neemuch and Mewar, and that route in order to 
pick up more. A few coss beyond Neemuch, four 
travellers, apparently Poorbies (soldiers from the Ganges), 
fell into our power and were there murdered. Of the 
amount or description of property acquired on tlu s 
occasion 1 am unable to speak. Beyond this two or 
three stages at a village called Gongar, a spirit dealer 
who was proceeding I heard to Cawnpore, was murdered 
and stripped of his property. A few Kuldar rupees 
were found upon him, and a Hoondee which was burnt. 
A small hooka belonging to him fell into my hanas and 
is now in my possession. About twelve coss farther at 
the village of Sanganonr where we halted, we formed an 
acquaintance with four travellers, apparently shopkeepers, 
and though we had prevailed upon them to join our 
company, no proper opportunity offered that night ior 
executing our designs upon them. Our purpose however 
was effected, as they accompanied us on the journey early 
next morning, and their clothes and property fell into our 
hands, but of what these consisted I am ignorant. Our 
apprehension following a day or two after this, no farther 
act was committed by us. ' 
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Cross examined. 

There may have been other acts of murder and 
robbery committed by the gang in custody since we left 
our country; on the present expedition, besides those 
above-mentioned, I have unreservedly disclosed all of 
which I have any knowledge, and according to the recol¬ 
lection I have of them. The present is the second 
expedition that has been made by the Phansigars, and 
in which I have been since 1 joined them. The first 
took place immediately after the rains preceding the last, 
(after the rains of 1826) and proceeded to the Dekhun. 
We passed through Candeish, visited Aurungabad, 
Poona and Hyderabad, and after traversing those 
quarters returned with considerable plunder acquired by 
the perpetration of acts similar to those committed on the 
present expedition. 1 can point out the spots where 
most of the above-mentioned murders were committed, 
particularly those more recently perpetrated as being 
more fresh in my recollection. My connection with the 
Phansigars arose from the marriage of my two daughters 
with Bhuggy and Nuggoo, two of the gang, and brothers 
of Heira alias Ruttyram, one of the Jemadars. Bhuggy 
was one of those who was detached with Ruttyram. 
Nuggoo did not accompany us but remained at home to 
attend to the cultivation of some land. I can identify the 
persons of the whole of the prisoners and speak to the 
offices which many of them usually perform in the gang, 
also the names by which many of them are known, but as 
it js frequently the case that one person uses different 
names, individuals may be known to me by one name, 
and to others by a different one. I do not know the 
proper name of the Brahmin leader of the gang we found 
at Baroda on our arrival there, but as well as I recollect 
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he was generally called Lala : some of his band remained 
behind with us. The band I belonged to, that is 
Mandun’s band, is a branch of the gangs of Oomrao 
and Makhun, who are the principal leaders of the Thugs 
from the countries about Jhansy, Dhuttia, Sumpter, 
Puphon, Palir, and other quarters in Bundlecund. t 
cannot speak, as to the exact number of Thugs which 
they could collect, but from what I have seen during two 
years that I have been associated with them, .200 is 
about the number that has proceeded each season on 
predatory excursions. These have separated into 
smaller parties, and set out on their excursions at differ¬ 
ent intervals, uniting again when they meet, or keeping 
separate as it may be considered advisable. I am a 
Mussulman, am about 50 years of age, and before I 
joined the Thugs followed the occupation ot elephant 
kepppr »» **•■“ oorvir-o iV - 11 j - Iu Jalone I 

lived for many years, but am a native of Singy Rainpoora. 
Mundesore is the. name of the large town we passed, 
and without stopping proceeded four or five coss further 
to a large bur tree and well, where a traveller fell into 
our bauds and was murdered. I did not at the time 

know the name of the town having never before been in 

this quarter but have since learnt it. This murder was 
the first as far as I am aware that was committed after 
that of tjie Merchant and his attendants to the southward 
of Rutlam. As on the present, I belonged on the former 
excursion to Oomrao’s gang, which then left Bundlecund 
a few days before Makhun set out with his. Our course 
on that occasion was directed to the Dekhun, and we 
arrived in that quarter before any thing considerable fell 
into our hands. On the way several acts were perpe¬ 
trated as well on the persons of single travellers as small 
parties of two or three, but all yielding trifling advantage; 







( 394 ) 


but in the Dekhun information was brought by our spies 
of treasure passing through the country on Angriahsj, 
which induced Oomrao to take a select band of about 
thirty men and go after it, directing the remaindei 
of his gang to remain in the neighbourhood o( the 
place where we then were, until he rejoined us. I 
was not with Oomrao on this occasion, but heard lrom 
the party when he rejoined us that they had made a 
long and expeditions march of about eighteen coss 
before they came up with the Angriahs, that after they 
met them they soon succeeded in murdering them, and 
possessing themselves of the treasure concealed on their 
persons, which turned out to be a very large sum. It 
consisted of Gold in bars, Poollies, and Mohurs, and 
amounted, as well as I remember, to about 20,000 rupees. 
Makhun Jemadar was in the same quarter at that time, 
and some oi ins iu«u were pwauu* w un Oumao *1 the 
seizing of the treasure; but I remember there was some 
quarrelling about the division of it, from Makhun and 
his men not being allowed to share in equal proportion 
with Oomrao and his. I cannot say that Makhun him¬ 
self was present. Mandun Jemadar is only the leader 
of the gang I belong to in conjunction with Heera Jema¬ 
dar, who is properly speaking the principal. Heera 
escaped at the time we were apprehended at Dekhola. 
The names of the different men composing this gang, 
their places of abode, caste, age as tar as I cati compute 
it, and occupations in the gang, aro :— 

(I) Heera, escaped.— Heera, caste M ussulman, age about 
25 years, inhabitant of Kishaypur Burwa Sagur. He 
is the principal leader of the gang, and when occasion 
requires assists with his own hands in strangling tra¬ 
vellers or persons attacked. He used formerly to 
accompany his father and brother, but on the present 
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occasion be came himself as the principal leader of the 
gang. It is I think the first time that he cam$ as a 
leader. His father died some years ago, and his brother 
is in confinement at Jubulpore. r Ibis person (in con¬ 
finement at Jubulpore) is not Heeras proper brother 
but is called so. Bhnggy, who is married to one of my 
daughters, is a full brother of Ileera’s. 

(3) Goolaub, in Saugor, escaped .* —Caste Mussulman, 
inhabitant of Kishny, age about 20 years. His occupa¬ 
tion was to carry away the bodies of the persons strangled, 
also to dig holes for them. He escaped at Dekhola. 

(5) Tijna, escaped. f—Caste Mussulman, about 20 years 
of age, inhabitant of Kishny, employment digging holes 
for the bodies and carrying them away. He escaped at 
Dekhola. 

(6) Noonvan, escaped. —Caste Mussulman, age 2o years, 
inhabitant of Kishny, he is brother to Buksha (prisoner), 
employment digging holes for the bodies and cart}in„ 
them away after being strangled. Escaped at Dekhola. 

(14) Puncham, escaped.— Caste Mussulman, age 
years, inhabitant of Kishny, employment one of the 
stranglers, also digging holes for the bodies, lie escaped 
at Dekhola. 

(16) Bhnggy, escaped.%-C aste Mussulman, comes from 
Kishny, 22 years of age, detached with Rutty ram before 
the gang was seized, strangler. 

(17) Maunkhan, in Saugor Jail , escaped.— Caste Mus¬ 
sulman, age 25 years, strangler. He comes from near 
Kishny. 

* He is seized and in the Saugor jail—Joungly brother of Heerft Mus. 
sulman. 

f Seized and in the Saugor jail. 

J Seized and in the Saugor jail. 
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Extract from the Deposition of Khaimra/ Phavsujar, 
admitted to give evidence, cast Lohar, age afjout 50 
years. 


I was seized in the month of Bysack last by a party of 
horsemen at the village of Dekhola in Mewar, along with 
my companions wiio form the gang of Phansigars and 
Thags now in confinement, of which gang I am one. 
The horsemen when they came to us said they were sent 
with orders to stop us on information that we had Opium, 
and that we must therefore return with them to Bheelwa- 
vah to be searched. Deceived by this subterfuge (as 
we soon found it to be) we readily accompanied them to 
that town without fear or apprehension of any mischance 
befalling ns. In this, however, we were soon undeceived ; 
for shortly after our arrival at Bheelwarah the horsemen 
openly accused us of being Phansigars, saying that 
Captain Borthwick had received positive information to 
that effect, and they had in consequence been sent by 
that gentleman to take us into custody. The people of 
the place had previously joined in aid of the horsemen to 
prevent our escape and we had nothing for it but to sub¬ 
mit to our fate; some individuals of the gangtakingalarm 
on the first appearance of the horsemen ran off and 
escaped, hut with the exception of them, and a party of 
twenty-five or thirty who were some time before sent to 
find their way borne with the plunder we had then acquir¬ 
ed, by a more direct route than the main body intended 
to take, the whole of the individuals who, for the last few 
months, have formed this gang are now here in confine¬ 
ment. From Bheelwarah we were brought to Jowrah, 
the people of the town and villages on the way joining 
the horsemen as they had done at that place, by which 
means we have been brought here in safe custody. It 
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is not usual with persons of our character when appre¬ 
hended to make disclosures from intimidation or the 
application of severities, and I should never have made 
confession had such a course been resorted to with me, 
indeed T was firmly resolved to keep silent, but finding* 
that two or three of my companions had already told all, 
and had pointed out the spots and bodies of the different 
individuals whom we had murdered during the last few 
days previous to our being seized, I considered it would 
be very foolish in me to abide by such a resolution, par¬ 
ticularly when I found I might probably save my life by 
a full and true confession, while remaining silent would 
not avail me or any of my companions any thing. I 
therefore now come forward to disclose fully and truly 
all that I know regarding the Pbansigars and Thugs, 
and what has been done by them since the time that I 
have belonged to them, as far as my knowledge and 
recollection of deeds and incidents will serve me. 

The fact is that the gang of Pbansigars now in custody 
is composed of men from the Bundlecund quarter. 
Makhun Jemadar (prisoner), and his party are inhabi¬ 
tants of Sillanee Punharee, in the Purgunuah of Sumptre. 
Oomrao Siog Jemadar (prisoner), and hi, part, come 
from the village Mullaitra, Purgunnah Palir, and different 
villages in that Pargunnah. Mundun, another Jemadar 
(prisoner), and his party, all Mussulmans, come from the 
village Mote and thereabouts, in the Jhansee Purgunnab. 
My immediate superior Brikbhan Dufl’adar, also comes 
from the village Mote. 1 am an inhabitant of Mullaitra, 
and for the last four years have been on intimate footing 
with Oomrao Sing and his party, but it was not until the 
last year that I actually joined them, and accompanied 
them on the present excursion. Previous to setting out 
iifion it, Makhun Jemadar and Dirkpal Subadar, (the 


leader of another gang) with their gangs or parties, toge¬ 
ther with Oomrao Sing’s party, assembled at Oomrao’s 
residence at MuIIaitra and the neighbourhood, when 
Dirkpal and Mundun Jemadar with their gang, that is, 
the’Brahmin and Mussulman gangs, as their parties were 
usually designated, preceded Oomrao Sing and Makhun 
fifteen or twenty days, when the latter followed with 
theirs. To these parties I belonged, but more properly 
to that of Oomrao Sing. Of their acts and proceedings 
therefore all in which they have been concerned since I 
have been associated with them, I speak from personal 
knowledge. Our first 3tage from MuIIaitra was three 
coss near to Jhandee. The next 10 or 12: the third 
abont the same to the Khar Ghaut. Three stages more 
brought us to Serouge, where, on the night of our arrival, 
we murdered a traveller who had taken up his quarters 
at the same place that we did, namely, the Pundwankee 
Baulee. The next morning we continued our journey 
without doing ary thing. The stage following, about the 
middip of it, we came to a river where we found four 
Sepoys cooking their meal, whom, after making arrange¬ 
ments for the purpose, we murdered and possessed our¬ 
selves of their property. This occupied some time, and 
was not effected without difficulty: when the Sepoys saw 
us they seemed to have entertained suspicion of us; for 
having in a hurried manner got through their meal, they 
quickly commenced their journey and stopped at a village 
a short distance from the river where our spies followed 
them and saw them fairly lodged. We halted at another 
village at a short distance from the one they were at, 
and at night sent a select party to effect our object. The 
Sepoys commenced their journey the next morning, fol¬ 
lowed by our party, who, watching their opportunity, when 
at a distance from any village, fell upon them and mur- 
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dered them as they were going along the road ; one of the 
Sepoys who must at the moment have perceived the design 
of the party, from his extraordinary efforts to save his 
life, got away a few paces and raised his spear in his 
defence, but he was instantly overpowered and murdered 
also; two thousand rupees was the amount of plunder 
obtained on this occasion. The same stage, and as we 
were resting at no distance from where the Sepoys had 
just met their fate, (having come np with the party who 
had effected that deed) a party of four *Rasdharies joined 
ns. We spoke kindly to them, promising to hear their 
Has at onr halting place, and to give them a rupee for 
their performance : they were persuaded to accompany 
and take up their quarters at the same place we did, a 
well known temple and Boulee near to Bhopaul, where 
at night we murdered them and plundered them of all 
they had, which was something about forty or fifty rupees , 
there is a fMeerdung among the things which rere found 
in our possession, when we were seized by the horsemen, 
which belonged to these Rasdharies. After this our next 
stage was to the Powa Nalah, a short distance from Bho¬ 
paul, where we made a division of the plunder which we had 
acquired, and after having settled each person s share we 
sent four of our comrades to our country with what re¬ 
mained surplus to our immediate necessities, and settled 
that they should rejoin us somewhere in the neighbourhood 
of Indore. The next morning, about a coss on our way, 
we met a gang of fellow Phansigars returning to Bundel- 
cund from an excursion which they had set out upon two 
or three months before ; they were chiefly Musulmans, and 
between twenty and twenty-five in number: when we met 

* Strolling- Actors, who write and exhibit the history and exploits of 
Kunnya (Krisliun.) 

f A hand Drum. 
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them they were following two water-carriers with a bollock, 
whom they had formed designs upon. For the sake of 
friendship and to admit us to share in the booty that might 
be acquired from the water-carriers, they invited some of 
our men to join them. Accordingly Omrao Smgh sent four 
men with them who rejoined us the third or fourth day 
afterwards, bringing with them as our share of the plunder 
a Tuslah or brass pot, a Saree and the Bullock, all which 
was given over to Omrao. We were now four or fne 
short stages to the west of Bhopaul. When preparing to 
leave the village we had halted at during the night, two 
Brahmins arrived who had come from the Poonah quarter, 
and were going they said to Hindustan. Finding by oar 
spies that they had property, we pretended that we were 
also going to Hindostan and prevailed upon them to join 
our company and go along with us. Iliey accordingly put 
up with us outside ot the village, and in the even.ng, 
taking the opportunity which then offered for accomplish¬ 
ing our purpose, we murdered them and took their proper¬ 
ty, the amount of which I cannot exactly state, but some 
gold and one or two Hoondies were found upon them, 
the latter were burnt. The next morning we left the 
place and proceeded two stages without acquiring any 
thing. Our third stage was to Rogoghur (in the Dewasl 
Furgunnah), We there took up our quarters in a tope 
near the village. In the course of the day our spies form¬ 
ed an acquaintance with a Subadar of Teliugies, (Sepoys ot 
the Company’s army) who with two Sepoys, had arrived 
there, and taken up their lodgings in the bazar of the 
village. Our spies so imposed upon them that they pre¬ 
vailed upon them to quit the bazar and encamp along with 
us outside. In the early part of the evening a party of 
our people, appointed for the purpose, fell upon them and 
murdered them. I cannot speak to the amount of money 


and property found upon them, but I saw two red 
jackets and two Sepoy’s caps which belonged to them, be¬ 
sides a pony, (bay colour) now amongst those seized with 
us, and three bullocks, fell into our hands. The Subadar and 
the two Sepoys we understood, had come from some Can¬ 
tonment and were proceeding to II indoostan on leave. The 
caps and the jackets were burnt and the bullocks disposed 
of some days afterwards in the bazar at Dhar. A chatta 
which belonged to the Subadar is .amongst the things seiz¬ 
ed upon us when we were apprehended. Here also and 
on the same night on which we murdered the Subadar and 
Sepoys, a man of the *Kachee tribe, who had come from 
the cantonment of Mhow and taken up his quarters with 
us, was murdered and his property plundered. Four 
rupees in money, a thalee and a lotah was found upon him. 
The tope where all this was done being we thought too 
near the village, we had the four murdered bodies conveyed 
a short distance, about 1 of a coss, and buried. The next 
day we proceeded by the cantonment of Mhow but with¬ 
out stopping there, and halted near a village at a good 
distance from it ; the name of the place I do not 
know, but remember we made the town of Dhui in 
four stages from Rugoghur. There (at Dhar) we remained 
three days waiting for our friends who were absent, name¬ 
ly, the four who were sent from the PowaNafah to convey 
to our homes the plunder we had then acquired. They, 
after an absence of about twenty or twenty-five days, rejoin¬ 
ed ns a few stages beyond Dhar, we having loitered about 
and made short stages to admit of their overtaking us. 
Besides them four others were left behind with the bul¬ 
locks we took from the Subadar and Sepoys, who also at 
the same time joined us, having, as I have already said. 


* Cultivator of Vegetables. 
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sold the bullocks in the Dhar market after we left that 
town. From the time we left Itugoghur until we reached 

Dhar we had done nothing, but after our arrival there a 

Mussulman who came from Mhow on his way to Baroda, 
was persuaded to encamp at the tope along with us. In 
the evening, or shortly after night fall, he met with his fate 
at our hands, and was buried near the spot where he was 
murdered. Having, after a halt of three days, left Dhar 
for Baroda, we proceeded by short stages until as I 
have just said our absent friends joined us, after which we 
quickened our pace. At Bora Hutty, a place on our 
route, so called, we met a banker attended by four 
Sepoys, with a pony and a bullock, on his way to Baroda. 
The Jemadars and all our people by the most pointed 
attention and civility cultivated the banker’s acquaintance 
as well as that, of his attendants, the Sepoys, with a view 
to the success of our designs upon them, still we had to 
proceed three or four stages in their company before 
these were carried into execution. At length an oppor¬ 
tunity offering, be and his attendants were murdered and 
their property plundered. The name of the place where 
this took place I do not remember, but the village had two 
or three shops and a stream of water flowed past it. We 
set the banker’s bullocks loose in the jungle, retaining 
the pony, which was with us until we arrived at Juwud 
(after our apprehension), where it was poisoned through 
the fear that being discovered in out- possession it might 
lead to our detection, for we understood from the banker 
and his attendants that they came from Ougien or Indore, 
I forget which, and it was thought probable that some 
of their friends or relations hearing of our apprehension 
would come and recognize it. From the place where the 
banker and the Sepoys were murdered, three moderate 
stages, as well as I remember, brought us to Oodeypore, 
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where the Rajah resides. Here we found a gentleman 
who was on his way to Mhow from Bombay, and not 
relishing to be seen by him we studiouly kept oat of his 
way. The next morning he proceeded on bis way to 
Mhow accompanied by a number of travellers who had 
sought his protection, and we took the road to Baroda. 
At a village the fourth or fifth stage beyond Oodeypore, 
we met with Dirkpal Brahmin, with his gang, returning 
from Baroda. They passed the night with us, and the 
next morning continued their journey homewards and 
we ours towards Baroda. We proceeded from this very 
leisurely, at the rate of little more than a coss or two 
daily. At Makney we halted a little distance from the 
town, and it happened that five Telingies (Company s 
Sepoys) from Bombay, arrived there the same day, Our 
spies seeing them, brought them alter using much deceit¬ 
ful entreaty and many false pretences, to the spot where 
we were. In the evening we murdered them and took 
their property. I am not aware of all the more trifling 
articles of clothes and brass pots that were taken, but re¬ 
member that seven small bars of gold and some rupees 

we™ (bond upon to.- I »»* re, “° 1 “ l,Cr 

number of tbo rupees, but altogether .t was considered a 
good productive job, one or two boond.es were also found 
upon them, and a pony .l.ich they bad was set loose m 
the jungle. From Makney we proceeded in the same 
manner as we had done for some days previous, slowly and 
making short stages, and arrived at Dubhoy. About a 
coss from this town we met a Mussulman and Brahmin tra¬ 
velling together, who had come from Dhoolia Mallygaum. 
Our usual artifices were practised upon them with success; 
they halted for the day at the same place that we did, and 
in the evening were murdered and their property plunder¬ 
ed. They had a pony laden with Opium, besides some 


brass utensils and other articles of small value* all which 
fell into our hands. The Opium we disposed of at Baroda, 
where we proceeded the ne&t day, for one hundred rupees, 
out of which we had to give the Cutwal twenty-fire rupees 
malisool on the sale. We here found eighteen Phansigars 
of the Mussulman gang, with their leaders Mandun Jema¬ 
dar (and Ileera’s, the former prisoner) and Amanoollah 
(evidence) &c. who had been with Dirk pal and his party, 
but not satisfied with what they had got remained behind 
to acquire more and joined ns. We remained at Baroda 
three days, during which M&khun Jemadar (prisoner) pur¬ 
chased different articles, clothes, &c. to the amout of about 
forty rupees. We afterwards proceeded on the Baroach 
road. For the first four or five days following our depar¬ 
ture from Baroda nothing fell to our hands. We were 
within seven coss of Baroach when the day of the Ilooly 
festival arrived, which we celebrated with due festivity, 
making a halt for that purpose. At this place three 
travellers, two Mussulmans and a Byragy passing the 
place where we were, were seduced into our power and 
murdered, but I do not now remember what amount or 
description of property was found upon them. From 
thence we struck off the Baroach road and proceeded 
upon that of Joanuggur and Dwarka, and leaving the 
liighv ay made several stages in the direction of these 
places without falling in with any thing, in the course of 
which several fordable salt-water inlets crossed our paths, 
and one which cost us five rupees to be ferried over. As 
I have just said, four or live stages had been performed 
without any thing falling into our hands, when one morn¬ 
ing as we arrived at Piblowrid, to which town we had 
been, steering our course; some of our spies who bad 
been absent on the look out. returned with accounts that 
they had seen four travellers proceeding to Baroda with 
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considerable property, and they calculated that they would 
reach Baroda the same night from the distance they were 
when our spies left them. Gn'fearning this twenty-five men, 
the stoutest and most active of the gang, were selected, 
and sent in pursuit of them,—the rest following as they were 
able, and after a long and fatiguing march the detached 
parly overtook the objects of their pursuit a short distance 
from a cantonment belonging to the English, and after 
accompanying them a little way fell upon and murdered 
them as they were walking along the road. To the great 
disappointment and chagrin of us all, no property was 
found upon them, for they turned out to be common stone¬ 
cutters, and their tools tied in bundles, which they carried 
over their shoulders, deceived the spies into the supposi¬ 
tion that they were carrying treasure. The next day the 
principal part of the gang that was behind, joined the parly 
detached on this job, when we all took the road for Baroda. 
At one of our stages, and near where we had stopped for 
the day, some horse dealers came with horses and took up 
their quarters. At night we held a consultation to murder 
them and seize their property, which we were only deter¬ 
red from doing (though there were fifteen or sixteen in ¬ 
cluding attendants) by the difficulty of disposing of the 
bodies of so many men in an open and frequented country 
such as it was where we were. In devising plans to get 
over this difficulty, so much of the night had passed that 
we considered it advisable to forego our designs upon this 
party. The same night thieves came amongst us, and 
carried off clothes and other things from Makhun Jema¬ 
dar (prisoner). From this we proceeded to Baroda, and 
after remaining there a day or two set out on our return to 
Hindostan. At the distance of about three coss from 
Baroda, three travellers fell into our hands and were mur¬ 
dered. I do not remember what property was found 
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upon them. Our next stage was to within a short 
distance of the town of Dabhoy where four men 
Bassaties (pedlars) with three ponies and their packs 
of wares, whom we had overtaken on the road, were pre¬ 
vailed upon to take up their quarters with us. In the 
evening they were murdered and plundered, then waies 
consisted of various articles of trifling value, amongst 
which were a quantity of cornelian stones cut into dit er- 
ent forms, serrotes (beetle-nut cutters, coarse scissors.) 
&c. &c., and in money something about ten or twenty 
rupees were found upon them. At this place also our 
spies brought three men to our resting place whom they 
had enticed to come and take up their quarters with us, 
one a Byragy and the other two having the appearance 
of Mussulmans. They likewise were murdered and 
their bodies stripped of what was upon them and buried. 
The next day we left Dabhoy and met six palankeen 
bearers who had been in service at Baioda, and were 
proceeding to their country in Hindostao, with them were 
two women and two children, in all ten persons. We 
persuaded them to join us, and they accordingly proceed¬ 
ed along with us. At the first stage they took up their 
quarters in an old temple in the village, by which circum¬ 
stance we were then prevented from effecting our pur¬ 
pose upon them ; on the way the next morning, in the 
jungle, it was accomplished, the whole were murdered and 
their bodies, after being stripped of every thing, were 
buried a short distance from the road. On this occasion 
more previous arrangement was thought necessary than 
was usual where the victims were fewer in number, and 
as it was resolved to dispatch them on the journey while 
they were walking along in our company, accordingly 
some of the most expert hands at the business were fixed 
upon to dispatch them. And a party whose business it 
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was in the gang was sent on before to prepare graves at 
a convenient spot for the bodies. A pony and pony 
mare belonging to them fell into onr hauds, also some 
ornaments of base metal were taken oft the legs of the 
women, with neck and other silver ornaments ot small 
value; besides other articles were found upon them 
which I cannot now specify : from thence we proceeded 
to our ground on the banks of a river, I think the Mhye, 
and encamped in four separate parties near to a village 
called X^uttehpore*—here it happened that four Mussul¬ 
man travellers from Bombay on their way to Bhopaul 
arrived and halted near one of our parties, (that which 
had its place under a Kurney tree), communication 
was immediately opened with the travellers and an 
acquaintance soon formed, which terminated in their 
being mudered in the evening and their property 
plundered. They had five minahs in a cage and four 
ponies, which, with their clothes and other things, we look 
possession of. From thence our stage was Oodeypore, 
where we met a number of hackeries from Mhow laden 
with Opium and escorted by Telingies (Company & 
Sepoys). One of the Telingies remarked on seeing us 
that persons of the same description in appearance had 
been seized at the Cantonment*—this being made known 
amongst us threw us into some apprehension, and we 
took up our halting ground at a retired spot in the jungle 
near a fountain of water, A party of horsemen from 
Baroda, with some Sepoys and a Zenana Meeanaf 

# A band of strangers was at this time seised at Mhow and examined 
by Mr. Wellesley, and though there were circumstances of strong suspicion 
connected with them they were released from want of sufficient proof. 

This was a gang of Thugs who have since been seized and punished. 

W. H, S. 

\ A* kind of palankeen. 
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arrived, and took up their quarters for the day in the 
Bazar, where the prisoner Makhun .Jemadar happened 
to be sitting at the time. One of the horsemen observ¬ 
ing him rather attentively remarked to one of his com¬ 
panions standing by him that “ the Mala (necklace) 
upon that man” pointing to Makhun, appeared to be 
exactly the same as belonged to his brother. This so 
disconcerted Maklum at the time, though the horseman 
did not follow up his remark by any question, that he 
immediately slipped off, and, on hearing from him what 
had occurred, we were ail thrown into such^alarm that 
early the same night we started and proceeded many 
coss on the Jhabooa road before we thought it safe to 
halt. We afterwards continued our progress and arrived 
at Jhabooa, from whence Oororao and Kttttyram separat¬ 
ed from Makhun, and preceding him a short distance 
on the Rutlam road. Their first stage after leaving 
Jhabooa was Pitlawud, and Makhun with his gang was 
in their rear a few coss. The next day they quitted Pit¬ 
lawud, and Makhun with onr party halted there. We 
took up our quarters at a Bowlee outside of the town, 
near which we found a merchant with four attendants 
preparing their meal. The merchant, from iris respect¬ 
able appearance, his dress and the ornaments he wore, 
became the object of our attention and design, but having 
hastily finished his meal ho and attendants set out in 
prosecution of their journey towards Rutlam, and we 
saw nothing more of them; but we afterwards found that 
they had fallen into the hands of Oomrao and Ruttyram. 
From Pitlawud we proceeded to the vicinity of Rutlam, 
encamping a little distance from the town. We there 
met some of the men of the ad vanced parties who told 
ns that they had despatched the merchant and his atten¬ 
dants a few coss from Rutlam, and that they had proved 



& rich prize to which Makhun replied in a. dissatisfied 
tone that good lack seemed to attend where the Mussul¬ 
mans were* From JEtutlam we took the Peeplodah road 
with the view to avoid Jawrah. Oomrao also deviated 
a little from the Jawrah road and met as at Dhodur, the 
stage on the high road beyond Jawrah, and we afterwards 
proceeded together. On our way hereabouts we were 
searched once or twice for Opium, but none being found 
upon us we were allowed to proceed without further 
molestation. It was at Dhodur that some slight misun¬ 
derstanding that subsisted between Oomrao and Rutty- 
ram was reconciled and things went on as usual. Our 
stage from Dhodur was to a convenient spot where we 
halted for the night* We next day passed Mundesore 
and proceeding about, four or five coss further, halted 
near a village under a large spreading bur tree, and 
where there is a Nagora kept by a Fukeer who resides 
there. A Mussulman traveller here fell into our hands 
and was murdered during the night in the early part of 
it, and buried a little distance from the road on the 
banks of a nullah. The next morning we resumed our 
journey, and having proceeded a coss or so, we sat down 
to a well; where after some consultation it was deter¬ 
mined to send Rutty ram wim ucut y tw«nty-five men 

by the mo at dWcf route to our country with the plunder 
which we had acquired. Ruttyram accordingly here left 
us, and the next morning we took the Neemnch road. 
Our stage was about a coss or two on the other side 
(north side) of the Cantonment where we halted a day. 
On this day four travellers were enticed by qur spies to 
rest themselves at the spot where we were, when an 
opportunity offering they were murdered and their pro¬ 
perty plundered. A stage or two beyond this another 
traveller fell into our hands and was murdered* And 

3 » 
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near the village of Sanganeer four shopkeepers were 
murdered. Of this last act I was informed by my com¬ 
panions, not having been present when it was committed. 
Nothing further occurred until we arrived at Dekollah 
where, as I have already stated, we were arrested. 

Cross - examin ed. 

I know of no other act of murder and robbery com¬ 
mitted by the Thugs besides those I have stated above. 

This is the first time that J have accompanied the Thugs 
on any of their predatory excursions. Brikbhan per¬ 
suaded me to do so. I have frequently heard them since 
I have been amongst them talk of the acts committed by 
them on former excursions, hnt can only speak of my own 
knowledge of those I have, above, detailed. My occupa¬ 
tion among them has been to watch at night against theft, 
and also to keep a look out when murders were being per¬ 
petrated. Old men like myself were generally employed 
in this way ; beyond this I never took any part in the 
commission of the murders. The names of the men of 
the gang I more immediately belong to are* 

(3 } Bhopaul, escaped —Bhopaul, a native of Mallaitra 
is about fifty years, caste Aheer. He escaped at Dekola; 
his occupation was to collect and bring- in firpwo*>a—- tne 
present was his first excursion. 

(4) Gunnes, escaped —Gunnes, a native of Mallaitra, 
aged twenty years, caste Lobar, no particular occupation, 
being slightly lame in one of his legs, he was unfit for 
active employment and generally rode on a tattoo. 
He is brother to Brikban. He escaped at Dekola. 
These with myself were the whole of Brikban’s party. 
I can identify the persons of all the prisoners as Thugs 
with whom X have, as above stated, been associated, and 
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know more particularly the more prominent individuals 
among them, but having been only a short time with them 
there are many whose names, and all beyond their persons 
and habits, £ am ignorant of. 


Extract from the Deposition of Poorun Phansigar or 

Thug, caste Lohar, age upwards of sixty years, inha¬ 
bitant of Buraicha, near to Salany. 

My father was a cultivator in Buraicha and other 
villages in the neighbourhood, which occupation I also 
followed but joined the Thugs when I was abont thirty- 
years of age, and have since continued to be more or less 
connected with them. I have not however accompanied 
them on every excursion they have, since that period 
made, but on the contrary for intervals of two, three, and 
even six years remained at home, and earned a subsist¬ 
ence by the cultivation of land. In short, I have been 
upon six predatory excursions altogether, four under a 
leader named Qodey Singh, since dead, and two (the 
present and the one preceding it) with Makhno Jemadar 
(prisoner) to whose gang I belong. Dining one of the 
intervals above mentioned (the last) that I remained at 
home, I was apprehended at Jfaalone on information of be¬ 
ing a Thug, and was kept some lime in confinement, but 
the proofs which I brought forward of having for so many 
-years been seen employed in cultivation, was the means 
of my regaining my liberty. This event however threw 
me into embarrassment, and to get rid of it, I went to 
Salany to borrow money from Makhun Jemadar, who 
I knew had generally some at command, but he would 
only agree to relieve my necessities on condition that 
1 brought my family to Salany, and became one of 
his men, to which, from the destitute stato my family 
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was in, I was forced to agree, and I accordingly 
joined his gang, and as I have already stated, accompa¬ 
nied him on ‘the present and preceding excursions. 
Oodey Singh, my former leader, was beyond the prime 
of life; when I joined him he was however an active 
an enterprizing man, but becoming in due course less 
fit for exertion such as his situation required, and 
his son Koman having been seized with other Thugs 
and thrown into confinement at Jubulpore, affected 
Oodey Singh so much that he completely renounced the 
habit of a Thug and shortly after died. After this I 
joined Makhun. It was before the establishment of 
tranquillity over the country that I served under Oodey 
Singh, at which time our excursions were neither carried 
to so great a distance as they have since been, nor were 
so lucrative or certain, for in those days travellers, 
particularly with much property, seldom ventured to go 
trom one place to another without being well escorted 
or in large parties, and we feared the Pindaries and 
other mounted plunderers as much as other classes did 
not connected with them. According to my engage¬ 
ment with Makhun, I joined his gang and set out with 
him on an excursion to the Dekhuu about three months 
after I had engaged myself to him. His gang on this 
occasion consisted of about 40 men and set out from 
Bundelcund in the month of Phagoon Sumbut 1883, 
(about March 1826), proceeding by regular stages, crossed 
the Nerbudda at the Cbeepanair Ghaut, where we fell 
in with Chotee Jemadar* (Brahmin), who joined us with 
his gang, which was about the same strength as our own. 
Wo proceeded towards Mallygaon and at Jhokur near 
that Cantonment, celebrated the Ilooly, after which we 


* Now an approver at Jubulporo, 


resumed our progress and reached Malljgaon where « 
strack off by the Nassuck road, intending to turn from 
Nassnck to Poonah and Aurangabad. After proceeding 
a coss or two on this road we met a friend belonging 
to Oomrao and Ruttyram’s gangs, a relation of Makkun s, 
•who told us that these two leaders with their gangs weie 
dose at hand on the Poonah road in pursuit of some 
Augriahs with treasure. It was proposed to Makhun 
to send a party of his men to join them in order to 
be entitled to a share in the spoil, and he thought of 
going himself, but recollecting that Oomrao and he were 
not on good terms, he sent twenty-five men with Chotee 
Jemadar. The next day we received a message irora 
them that they had effected the business, and they were 
going on with Oomrao and Ruttyram to Rhoranpoor 
where they requested we would meet them. We &ccor 
ingly proceeded to that quarter and fouud Chotee Jem^ 
dor with the part, at Bhoraupoor, Oomrao . ^ 

having proceeded to their homes before wc arnyed. 
From 8 them we learnt that the Augriahs were at acke 
and murdered near *Jkokur, where we bad celebrated the 

Hooly 1 and that no less a sum than +22,000 rupees was 
Hooly.an in go id, bullion, mohurs and 

;rtit: p ;;d "hat is ^ ^ *** 

received 6,000. This sum was immediately disposed , 
s0 far that Makhun received 2,000 of it for himseli and 
his gang, and a similar sum was given to Chotee Jemadar 
for himself and his gang-these two sums were dispatched 
to our homes. That sent by Chotee reached id safety, hut 

* The evidence is not certain that this is exactly the apaethe 

(Signed) W. B., if, A, 

V, 't The plunder ofthis banker’s remittance is confirmed by the bankers. 

This occurred in February 1827 at the village of Jokur, between Dholeen 

IT • H. 

and Mallygaon, 
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one of Makhun’s men who went in charge of oar share 
having got drunk at Jansy blabbed out the secret that he 
was a Thug, and with others, was returning with large 
amount of plunder, upon which the Sirkar there had him 
and his comrades seized and the money taken from them. 
The remainder of the prize, namely 2000 rupees, was 
retained for the expences of the two gangs. Alter this 
disposal of the share of the plunder acquired from the 
Augriahs (which was allotted by Oomrao and his brother 
Ruttyram to our two gangs) we left Bboranpoor and 
proceeded to Aurungabad, but meeting with little or no 
success we returned by Dhoolia and Bbopaul to Bundel- 
cund, and arrived at our different homes before the rains 
set in. About four months or so after the termination of 
the rainy season, in the beginning ot the month of Mah, 
Makhun’s gang having been again assembled, set out on 
an excursion towards Gttzerat, and were accompanied by 
Oomrao and his brother Ruttyram with their gangs. 

Such acts as those above mentioned being of too com¬ 
mon occurrence with people of our habits to make much 
impression upon me or any of my associates who had long 
been familiar with them, or to excith a curiosity among 
us to inquire into the particular circumstances attending 
the acquisition of plunder by parties detached from 
♦He main body, and therefore it cannot be a matter 
of any surprise if some of the murders and robberies 
committed may have escaped my recollection, or of 
which I have no particular knowledge ; but I have 
without reserve stated all that my memo, y serves me to 
mention with every circumstance attending thorn. I have 
never since I have belonged to the Thugs known one 
single instance of robbery committed by them voithout 
the previous destruction of life, almost invariably by 
strangulation. This is effected either by means of a 
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roomal or shred of cloth well twisted and wetted, or 
merely by the hands, though the latter is rarely practised, 
and only had recourse to from accidental failure in the 
former and usual mode. On a preconcerted signal being 
given the victim or victims are instantly overpowered 
and the perpetration whether by the roomal, or hands 
only, is a business of the moment. In perpetrating mur¬ 
der, it is an invariable point with the Thugs to avoid 
spilling the blood of their victims, but if possible to take 
their lives by suffocation. This point is attended to with 
a view to leave no traces of murder by which suspicion 
of the deed might be excited in the minds of the people 
passing the spot, ancl detection ensue. In the hurry, 
however, in which it is necessary sometimes to dispose of 
the bodies, the holes are frequently not dug to such 
dimensions as to contain them in a whole state, particu¬ 
larly when there is a good number to be disposed of; 
the bodies are cut into pieces and closely packed in 
them. When these holes are near the side of a road, 
which is generally the case, and especially when in an 
open and exposed spot, after they are filled up with earth, 
fires are burnt over them in order to remove all appear¬ 
ance of the earth being newly turned. Murders in the 
manner I havejust described are with equal facility and 
certainty of accomplishment, and as frequently perpetrat¬ 
ed while the victims are walking along the road, as when 
they have been enticed to our places of encampment for 
the purpose, and unconscious ot what is to befall them are 
sitting amongst us with every thing carefully and lei¬ 
surely arranged for their destruction. These murders 
are frequently perpetrated contiguous to villages where 
we encamp and have enticed strangers to take up their 
quarters with us ; they take place generally before the 
twilight is completely over and night has set in, and 
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always while the business is going on, the hand drum is 
beat and singing commenced to drown any noise that 
might be made by the victims. The difterent persons 
actually engaged commence their operations simultane¬ 
ously, and by signal given, which of coarse is preconcert¬ 
ed, but at the same time quite arbitrary; generally a 
common coarse expression is made use of not likely 
to strike the attention of the victims such as “ Tum- 
bakoo lao” (bring tobacco). A roomal or sbred of 
cloth twisted on the occasion is the only implement 
which the Thugs ase for strangling. I have never seen 
the phansy or noose made of cord used, though I am 
well aware of the general supposition that it is by such 
an implement people are strangled by us, but if such an 
implement bad ever been in use, ol which I have great 
doubt, it has long since been laid aside, for the obvious 
reason that on any incidental occasion of being seized, 
it would inevitably lead to detection. Oomrao, Makhun 
and all the other Jemadars or leaders keep up a direct 
understanding with the local authorities in Bundelcund, 
in whose limits they and their followers reside, and inva¬ 
riably on their return from an excursion conciliate their 
forbearance and favor by suitable Nuzzeranas. Assist¬ 
ance and support from English authorities being likewise 
indispensable, these are through artifice also obtained. 
The Jemadars and leaders have no direct intercourse 
themselves in this instance but through the medium of 
emissaries, who by misrepresentation and falsehood fre¬ 
quently contrive to extricate them from the difficulties 
which persons of our habits are constantly liable to be 
involved in. A relation of Oomrao’s named Motee,* 


* Executed at Saugor, 1833,—W, H, S, 
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and a person named Lala barber, # an inhabitant o£ 
Secondra in Cawnpore, render important services in this 
way. Motee, who was formerly a practical Thug, has 
discontinued for some years going on predatory exclu¬ 
sions. He first brought himself into notice with the 
gentlemen by informing against a gang which in conse¬ 
quence was seized and confined at Jubulpore-, where I 
believe the greater part still remains.*f* Motee has ever 
since advanced in the favor of the gentlemen, making 
them suppose that he acts as a check upon the Thugs 
and other plunderers, at least he makes all this appear 
to us to be the case, and in consequence exercises great 
influence over us, making us pay well for his connivance, 
and the good offices he no doubt frequently performs in 
our behalf^ Oomrao, Kuttyram, Heera, Mandun, and 
their gangs are those for whom he more especially exerts 
himself to protect and assist. 

La I a barber is the patron of Makhuu &nd by means 
of representations to different persons of his acquaint¬ 
ance in the service of the Adawlut at Cawnpore, he 
renders great assistance to Makhun in getting him 
trough matters of difficulty. Makhun, when he returned 
to Bundelcund from the excursion preceding the present 
one, after ascertaining the mishap that befel the share 
of plunder he sent from Bhoranpoor, had, as was 

# Executed at Jubulpore, 1835.—W. H. S. 

f This was the great Lucknadown gang seized by Mr. C. A. Molony 

at Jubulpore in 1823. ^ S ' 

j This is all true 5 be screened men of his own caste, Lodhee j and 
those who would pay him. In 1827 while at home on leave of absence from 
Jubulpore, he accompanied his gang to Guzerat, was engaged in the 
murder of a Subadar, his wife, a female attendant, and several followers. 
For these murders he was tried and executed, with his brother ChegaSa* 
His eldest brother Kulleean Singh is still an approver at Jubulpore. 

W. H. 8. 

3 E 
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usual with him in similar cases, recourse to his 
patron Lala barber—Lala lost no time in waiting 
upon his friend Mahdee Moonsbee at Cawnpore, to whom 
he represented matters in such a light that the Moonshee 
wrote himself or had an injunction written by his superiors 
to the Jhansee Rajah, saying that it having been made 
known that he (the Rajah) had seized four travellers 
passing through his boundaries and plundered them of 
their property, the persons so treated being of respect¬ 
able and inoffensive character, he was directed to set 
them at liberty and restore to them the property be had 
taken from them. A day or two before the receipt of 
this letter of injunction the Rajah released Makhun’s 
men, having, in the first instance, made them'give him an 
acquittance for money he had taken from them, but now 
thinking that as the matter had come to the knowledge of 
the English he would get a bad name with them, and also 
lose the money unless he could prove that the men he had 
taken it from were Thngs, and that their true character 
had been misrepresented, he (the Rajah) sent after them 
and had them again apprehended.* 1 do not know what 
afterwards became of those men of Makhun’s, or what 
was the final result of the business. Besides Lala barber 
who manages matters in his favorthrough his acquaintances 
at the Courts and Cacherries at Cawnpore, Etawah, 
Humeerpoor, Auria and Mynpoor, Makhun has a great 
friend and supporter in the Jhansee Vakeel, who resides at 
Hummeepoorah, named Gunesh Lall. Oomrao may have 
other patrons besides his relation Motee, who watches 
over his interests principally at Jubbulpore. Makay 
Sahib at Kytab, is a great friend of Motee’s, and it was 

* Lala barber was seized by Mr. Wilson, tried at Jubafjiore and 
executed in 1835. W. H. S. 
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from him that he obtained the English pass which Oomrao 
shewed to the horsemen when we were apprehended at 
Pekhola * in passiug through a country so great a num- ^ 
her of men together as our gangs sometimes present, is j 
certainly calculated to excite suspicion, but when this 
happens to be the case we are always prepared with some 
story or explanation to ward it oil. Few of us carry 
arms, perhaps among fifteen or twenty persons two or 
three swords may be found but not more. When Thugs 
meet, though strangers, there is something in their manner 
that soon discovers itself to each other, and to assure the 
surmise thus excited, one exclaims “ Alee Khan,” which 
on being repeated by the other party, a recognition of 
each other’s habits takes place, hut this is never followed j 
by a disclosure of past acts. We do use certain terms to 
distinguish particular circumstances and events connected 
with our proceedings which are known to ourselves 


done. 

These terms are known to all persons of similar ha its 
;o ourselves as well to the Thugs of the Dekhan, of the 
Nagpore country, of Malwa, of Kaunthul an * 

*o as to those of Bundelcund and Gwalior. The 
numbers apply exclusively to travei.ers, and are used 
„XUe number that fall into the hands 4 

detached parties in pursuit ot tnem. * 
are few countries that do not produce Thugs—those I 
have just particularized did I know contain them, and do 
so, I believe, at the present moment. U theOomrautee 
quarter there is a gang called Nasir Khan s+ Karoo or 
gang, a well known Thug leader; but whether he is still the 


* All true.—-W. H. S. 

f Nasir Khan is now an approver at Hingolee.—W. H. S. 
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leader of it-I cannot exactly say. In Kaunthul and 
Bagor, Makeema and Dulla were formerly the Thug lead¬ 
ers, but who these are at present I do not know. r lhe 

names of the leaders of the Malwa Thugs, or of those of 

the Nagpore country, I am ignorant of. 

In the division of pander the Jemadars or principal 
leaders receive 75 per cent., besides sharing equa.ly with 
the rest of the gang, but before any division whatever 
is made to the leaders or their men, one of the principal 
of the former alienates a certain part, greater or smaller 
in proportion to the amount acquired, which is devoted 
to Bhowany our tutelar deity. This however does not 
generally apply to clothes, or plunder of that description— 
indeed, it almost entirely refers to money in gold or silver, 
for when it consists of diamonds or pearls, the leader 
draws blood from his hands, and having sprinkled a little 
of it over them, the sanction of the deity to a division is 
thereby considered to be obtained without any other 
alienation. But the omission of this ceremony, or neg¬ 
lecting- when success atteuds u6 to propitiate a conti¬ 
nuance of Bhowany’s favor by laying aside a part of onr 
acquisitions to be appropriated to her service, would, 
we firmly conceive, bring btavy misfortunes upon us. 
The office of strangler in these gangs is never allowed 
to be self-assumed, but is conferred with due ceremony 
after the fitness of the candidate in point of firmness, 
bodily strength and activity has been ascertained, and a 
sufficient degree of expertness in the use of the roomal, 
or long shred of cloth, used for the purpose of strangling, 
has been acquired by long sham practice of the process 
among one another. 

When thus qualified, the person on whom tbe office 
is to be conferred, proceeds to the fields conducted by 



his Gooroo (spiritual guide,) previously selected, who 
carries with biin the roomal or shred of cloth, and anx¬ 
iously looking out for some favorable omen, such as the 
chirping of certain birds, or their flight past the right 
hand, he knots the roomal at each end # the moment that 
either occurs, and delivers it to the candidate, imploring 
success upon him. After this they return, and the cere¬ 
mony is closed by a feast or distribution of sweetmeats. 
It is the seniors only who confer this office, generally 
old Thugs, held in some estimation, but who, from the 
infirmity of age, have ceased to accompany the gangs on 
their expeditions, and who receive their chief support 
from the voluntary contributions of those on whom they 
have conferred the privilege of using the roomal. 


Indore, 20 th October , 1831- 
To H. T. PRINGBF, EequiRR, 

Secretary to the Governor General , 

Upper Provinces • 

Sir 

1 have the honor to transmit for the 
information of the Governor General, copy of Captain 
Earthwick’s dispatch to me of the 10th instant, reporting; 
his having effected the seizure of a number of Thugs 
residing in the western parts of Malvva and of my reply 
to him of this date. The proceeding will, I trust, be 
viewed with satisfaction by His Lordship. 

A. duplicate of this dispatch will be sent lor the infor¬ 
mation of the Vice President in Council. 

(Signed) G. WELLESLEY, 

, Resident, 


* Only at oaeend 1 believe.—W, H. S. 





( 422 ) 


To G. WELLESLEY, Esquire, 

Resident and Governor General’s Agent, Indore. 

Sir, 

You were apprized by me in June last of 
my having received information of a gang of befween 
40 and 50 Thugs, the greater portion of which had their 
places of residence in different villages at the distance of 
a few miles from each other, on the borders of the jungle 
to the west side of this; but that then the greater number 
of them was absent, on one of those murderous excursions 
usually undertaken once a year by these remorseless 
banditti ; of the subsequent return of those absent, you 
were also duly informed, and of the plan I have proposed 
for seizing the whole when the proper time arrived ; it 
being impracticable to make the attempt with any chance 
of success during the rains, and until the Mucky or 
Indian corn cultivation. toMoU vluacly surrounds the 
villages, and during the latter part of that season has 
attained its height, ' was cut down. These impediments 
however having at length passed, and the commotion in 
the Kannur district having been quelled, a sufficient 
number of the contingents became available for this 
service. 

2. Accordingly, therefore, I have the honor to inform 
you, that accompanied by Captain McMahon, I proceeded 
on the night of the 7th instant, with about two hundred 
of the Jowrah Cavalry contingent, with the view to effect 
the capture of the gang, and after a harassing march of 
upwards of 30 miles (the ground for the last 10 or 12 miles 
having been rendered soft and muddy by heavy falls of rain 
the day before, and it being found necessary to observe 
the precaution of avoiding the more frequented roads) we 
reached the villages as the day was beginning to dawn, 
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which were instantly surrounded, and so completely were 
the objects of our designs taken by surprise, that the 
whole were secured without the escape of a single indi¬ 
vidual, and before any resistance could be offered. 

3. Before arriving at the villages the Cavalry were 
divided into four parties, corresponding with the number 
of villages to be surrounded, two of which were con¬ 
ducted, the one by Captain McMahon destined for 
Saytaiiy, and the other for Ambyna by myself; at both 
of which, from being more considerable than the others, 
sind the seats of Thakurs of some respectability in the 
Pertabgmh State, some difficulties, and I was led to be¬ 
lieve resistance, might be expected, but I am happy to 
say that neither was experienced. The third party was 
conducted under the superintendence of the jSowab’s 
minister Sheikh Ally Azina, to whose services in assist¬ 
ing to keep me informed ol all that passed connected 
with the gang from the first intimation 1 had of it, I am 
much indebted. Wusluee was the village to which this 
party proceeded. The fourth was conducted by a Ra- 
sildar of the contingent, and was sent to the village of 
Motya, Besides these villages which belong to the 
Pertabgurb territory, there were others in the Rutlara 
and Seelana territories, where a few of the members of 
this gang resided, with the authorities of these States 
in whose exertions I had every reliance. I arianged for 
parties being sent simultaneously to seize them, and 
I have the satisfaction to inform you that their proceed¬ 
ings have been equally successful as my own in thi3 
quarter. 

4. The number of Thugs that have been seized is 
forty-six, a list of whom I enclose; but this, it is pro¬ 
bable, as to the names contained in it, may undergo some 
alteration in the course of the examination of the gang. 
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There is however a remarkable difference between the 
conduct of these anti those Thugs whom 1 formerly 
seized and brought to trial, which I have thought it 
proper here to notice, as being likely to be productive of 
satisfactory results. The former criminals, with the excep¬ 
tion of a very few, besides the approvers, denied their guilt 
to the last in the face of the most clear and positive proof 
of it, while the present prisoners, with a few exceptions, 
openly avow themselves to be professed Thugs, and many 
of them show themselves disposed to make a full and 
unreserved disclosure of the mimerous atrocities they 
have perpetrated. It is fortunate perhaps that this is 
the case, for though soon after I received information 
of the existence of the gang, I obtained possession of 
a valuable diamond ring which formed a part of the 
plunder acquired by them on an excursion made by them, 
according to my present information, upwards of a year 
ago; bad they determined to maintain a firm denial of 
their practices, their conviction would have been of diffi¬ 
cult accomplishment. In this state of the case therefore, 
it becomes more a matter of selection of individuals from 
amongst the prisoners to give evidence and consequently 
be admitted to the benefit thereof, than of endeavouring to 
persuade any of them to come forward. In attending 
to this, while the principal object of obtaining the fullest 
information is kept in view, I conceive every thing 
should as far as possible be avoided that might tend to 
act as a restraint on Government in eventually passing the 
award of punishment on the principals and more prominent 
characters of the gang, but before 1 enter upou the ex¬ 
amination I shall look to be favored with your instructions. 
I have however to state, that the morning. I seized the 
prisoners, and before I became aware of the disposition 
amongst them to make confession of their practices, it was 
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intimated to me that the Jemadar Rama was led to do 
so, upon which by way of encouragement I gave him 
assurance of lenient treatment, and therefore 1 trust he 
will be allowed the benefit of being admitted evidence 
should he prove himself under examination deserving of 
such indulgence. 


I have, &c.. 


(Signed) W. BORTHWICK, 

Political Agent. 

Mahidpoore Political Agent’s f 
Office, Wlh Oct. 1881. S 



receipt of your dispatch to me of the 10th instaut, report¬ 
ing your having effected the seizure of a number of 
Thugs residing at different places in the western parts 
of Malwa. 

2. Your measures for securing these miscreants were 
very judiciously arranged, and the successful results are 
highly satisfactory. 

3. The line which you conceive should be observed 
with regard to the admission of prisoners to depose under 
a promise of pardon, or lenient visitation of their own 
criminality, on condition of giving a true and unreserved 
confession of the members and transactions of the gangs 
is exactly that which it appears to me advisable you 
should pursue. The. Jemadar Rama however having been 
encouraged to come forward as a deponent, should be 
admitted as such, and the promise of a lenient visitation 
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of bis criminality will of course be fulfilled towards him 
in the event of bis fulfilling the condition on which it has 
been held oat to him. 

When your examinations may be completed you wil 
be pleased to communicate to Ibis Office the particulars 

of th'e same. „ ,, , 

(Signed) G. WELLESLEY, Resident. 


Indore, 18 th August, 1832. 
No. 57. 

To GEORGE SWINTON, Esquire, 

Chief Secretary to Government, 

Fort William. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to transmit to you the 
accompanying copy of a letter from Captain Eorthwick, 
together with a copy of that Officer’s proceedings on the 
trial of a gang of Thugs who were apprehended by him 
in the month of October last, and of whose guilt, with a 
few exceptions, the most satisfactory evidence has been 
obtained by the confession of four approvers, whose state- 
meats are confirmed by the acknowledgement of the 
greater part of their accomplices. 

2. The circumstantial manner in which they have 
severally detailed the narrative of their operations, 
distinguishing the actual perpetrators of each murder 
from those who were merely accessaries or employed iu a 
subordinate capacity, the minute accounts which have in 
general been given of the nature anil value of the property 
obtained in the course of their excursions, of the number 
of the deaths which they inflicted, of the resistance which 
they occasionally experienced, of the means by which 
they overcame that resistance, and of the contrivances by 

# 
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which they ensnared their victims, constitute altogether 
such a mass of consistent and conclusive evidence both of 
the profession to which the prisoners belonged, of the 
organized and systematic manner in which the pursuits 
of it were conducted, and of their dreadfully successful, 
prosecution, as appears to preclude the possibility of all 
doubt either as to the truth of the facts which they have 
related, or as to the guilt of the several individuals to 
whom they are attributed.^ 

3. The capital punishment propos¬ 
ed by Captain Borthwick to be award¬ 
ed to such of the prisoners as were 
employed in the capacity of strang¬ 
lers, to which they do not appear to 
have been admitted without a long 
probation, and their qualification for 
which is represented by one of the 
approvers to have been celebrated 
among them as a kind of festival, ap¬ 
pears to me to be warranted by their 
admitted guilt, nor do I think that the 
demands of public justice would be 
satisfied by the infliction of an interim' 
penalty. The names and numbers of 
the prisoners, whose cases have appeared to merit that 
degree of punishment., are noted in the margin. 

4. With respect to others w'bo, although members of 
the association, were either from their age or inexpe¬ 
rience disqualified from exercising the more daring and 
destructive arts of their profession, and who do not there¬ 
fore appear to have been the actual perpetiators of any 
murder, Captain Borthwick has distributed them into 
two classes, of which one is proposed to be sentenced to 
transportation for life and the other for a term of years. 


1 Nuthoo. 

2 JBhoivanee. 

3 Dewa alias Roos- 

tum. 

4 Chetoo. 

6 Nunda. 

6 Molia. 

7 Raeeta. 

8 Fukeera. 

9 Fukeera (2d.) 

10 Shore Khan. 

12 Kaana. 

13 Nuthoo. 

14 Bhyroo. 

15 Kooshal. 

16 Man a. 

18 Joomal alias Joo- 

ma. 

19 Ruheem. 

20 Roostura alias Du- 
bora. 

21 Doulut Khan. 

27 Khowun alias 

Sheikh Khooman. 
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17 Bukshoo alias 
Buksha. 

22 Khooman. 

23 Cheetoo. 

24 Nadir Khan. 

25 Bcera Ghumar. 

26 Dewa alias Lulee- 
28 Keema alias 

llumzanee. 

31 Ajeet Khan. 

32 Roopa. 

33 Nadir Khan (2d.) 

36 Rho pa alias 
Bhoopjee. 

37 Bhooljee. 


5. The names and numbers of the 
prisoners composing the first class are 
noted in the margin, and I recommend 
that they should receive the punish¬ 
ment proposed to be awarded to them. 


29 Hussun. 

30 Ghasy Khan. 
34 Husseen Khan 


30 Bhyroo. 

38 Kureem. 

39 MohumdoQ. 

40 Shaer Khan. 

41 Sohbut. 

4*2 Peer Khan. 

43 31oty. 

44 Amra. 

45 Luloo. 

46 Furahaud Khan 

47 Kowla. 


6. Of the individuals belonging to 
the remaining class, whose names and 
numbers are likewise noted in the 

margin, I recommend the imprisonment at Bombay lor 
the term of 14 years. 

7. The rest of the prisoners having 
been acquitted, I beg leave to suggest 
the propriety of their being released 
from confinement ; and made over to 
the native authorities of the villages to 
which they belong, under an engage¬ 
ment from those authorities to exercise 

a watchful vigilance over their future conduct. The 
names and numbers of those prisoners are also specified 
in the margin. 

8. With respect to the approvers who seem to have 
been all employed as leaders of gangs and whose imme¬ 
diate liberation from all restraint would therefore, I 
codeeive, be dangerous, I think that a similar precau¬ 
tion ought to be adopted, and I accordingly hope that 
Captain Borthwick’s suggestion of it will be sanctioned. 

9. I request that I may be furnished with orders of 
Government respecting the disposal of the plundered 
property and the application of the money which is 
adverted to in the 8th paragraph of Captain Berth- 
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wick’s letter, whose promised report of the result ol his 
endeavours to discover the owner of the diamond ring, 
will be submitted, as soon as received, for the consider¬ 
ation and orders of the Honorable the Vice President 


in Council. 


10. Three of the prisoners, viz., Ghassy Khan No. 30, 
Nadir Khan No. 24, and Bhyroo No. 35, not appearing 
to me to have been satisfactorily identified, I requested 
farther explanation on the subject ol those prisoners 
from Captain Borthwick, a copy of whose letter in reply 
1 have the honor to enclose. 


I have, &c. &c. 


(Signed) W. B. MARTIN, Resident. 


To W. B. MARTIN, Esquire, 


Resident , &c. Indore. 


Sir, 


I have herewith the honor to snb- 



of investigation information was obtained, and though 
there are still a number of these atrocious criminals at 
large, whose capture I was in hopes of effecting beiore 
these proceedings were brought to a close, but they have 
hitherto eluded my search. I have no doubt that my 
efforts which shall continue to be directed towards ac¬ 
complishing their capture will, at no distant period, be 
successful in the attainment of that object. 

2. The process observed in the conduct of these 
proceedings is the same as-.that prescribed by Govern¬ 
ment iu the case of the former gang apprehended by me 
in the year 1828. 
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3. Tbe examinations of the approvers, which from 
the first part of these proceedings elicit exact and 
corresponding narratives of the principal tacts a..l 
atrocities perpetrated in the course of the different mm 
derons excursions to -which they refer, followed bj a 
full and satisfactory identification and description ot t re 
persons and occupations of the prisoners in the gangs on 
those occasions, seemed to furnish such a mass ofprooi 
against them as was sufficient to establish their guilt, with 
the addition of a voluntary confession from the prisoners 
themselves which, without exception, it will be seen, 
each of them made without hesitation. 

4. It is not a little remarkable that this should be the 
case in tbe present instance, while in that of the former 
gang apprehended and tried by me about four years ego, 
they, with a few exceptions, obstinately persevered to the 
last in maintaining their innocence, and strenuously 
denied that they ever belong-ed to these atrocious associa¬ 
tions or had any knowledge of their practices. 

5. This may in some measure be accounted for from 
the fact that the former was, as far as I am aware, the 
first gang of Thugs that had ever been convicted, that the 
greater number of them had repeatedly been before our 
Judicial Courts, where, through doubtful or defective 
evidence against them, together with bold and confident 
denial on their part, they bad doubtless hitherto contriv¬ 
ed to evade the punishment due to their atrocities; while 
the present criminals not being equally experienced in 
such arts of evasion and subterfuge, may have thought 
that in tbe face of such clear proof against them, denial 
of their guilt would not avail them, but on the contrary 
that confession of their crimes was the most likely way to 
obtain a mitigation of the punishment attached to them. 
This is the only way in which 1 can account for the 
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opposite conduct of .the two gangs under tire sama 

circumstances. 7 t . 

a The approvers have severally received a district 

pledge that their lives would be spared, provided the) 
made a full and unreserved disclosure of the acts of their 
associates ; at the same time they were as distinctly in¬ 
formed that 1 did not conceive myself authorized to 
grant them any farther indulgence. But considering 
that they have well performed the conditions on which my 
pledge to them was given, and that in the conviction of 
their associates, through their evidence, such important 
service has been rendered to the community at large, 
I trust that their liberty will also be granted to.them, 
which I conceive may with safety be done, provided they 

are placed under the surveillance of the local authorities 

of the districts where they reside, and that a strict and 


unremitting watch be kept upon their actions. . ‘ 

7 With regard to the articles of property, of whicn 
a list is appended to the proceedings, shewing the names 
of the individuals from whom the articles were recovered, 
and in most instances the names of the I hugs iom w mm 

they \yere received, also an estimated value of the whole 
determined by a P«»chayet assemble by me for e 
purpose, I beg to observe that nearly the whole of these 
articles were the proceeds of two of those periodical ex¬ 
cursions undertaken by one gang or another of these 
miscreants generally every year. One of these two 
excursions was conducted by the approver Rama Jema¬ 
dar, in the latter end of 1829 and beginning of 1830, 
and the other by the prisoner Bhownna Jemadar, from 
wliteh he and his gang had only returned about a month 
prior to their seizure. The diamond ring being an 
article of considerable value, and the other articles 
found at the same time on the bodies of the two Augriahs, 
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from whom it was taken may, with it be traced to their 
original owners, but the oilier articles in the list, con¬ 
sisting chiefly of strings of inferior seed pearls and bits 
of ornaments broken, for the purpose of division, being 
of a common description and separately oi trifling value, 
there appears little chance of being able to ascertain 
to whom they belong. 

8. I request to be favored with instructions re¬ 
garding the disposal of such of the articles as may not 
be recognized, or for which owners are not found, as 
also of the money shown in the list to have been recover¬ 
ed from different persons on the price of articles received 
from the Thugs and sold by them. I have been endea¬ 
vouring to discover the owner of the diamond ring, and 
though as yet unsuccessful, I have recently obtained 
information that is likely to lead to the attainment of that 
object, the particulars and result of which shall duly be 
reported to you. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. BORTHWICK, 

Poll, Agent* 

Office of the Mahidpore \ 

Poll, Agent , 2 6lh July, 1832. j 


Estimated value of the above articles , determined by a 
Punchayet assembled by meat Rutlam for thepurpose 9 
consisting of the following persons : 

Omied Mul Sahookar. 

Rama Gogla ditto. 

Myachund ditto. 

Jowabirchund Peetlea ditto. 



Balajee Chowan, a dealer in native ornaments. 

Seetram Sonar. 

Vakeels of Rutlam, Selona, Seetamhoro, Bans- 
wara, and Purtabghur. 

Diamond Ring, acquired by the Rama Jema¬ 
dar approver No. 1, and recovered from Araer 

Singh Purmartehar Baneea, ..Rs. (>000 0 0 

3 Rings, acquired at the same time by Rama 
Jemadar, viz. 2 JEraeralds and 1 Ruby, »«•*•*•«» /5 0 0 

The unset Diamond ditto ditto, ... 25 0 0 

2 Large Pearls, also acquired by Rama Je- 
madar at the same time, 400 0 0 

Remaining articles in the above lists, con¬ 
sisting of gold and silver ornaments with and 
without precious stones, gold and silver Bullion, 

Money and strings of Seed Pearls, also Pearls 
of different sizes, estimated to amount to the 

Rupees 12032 8 0 


(Signed) W. BORTHWICK, 

Political Agent. 


(Copies.) 

To J. BAX, Esquire, 

Resident, fcc. &e., Indore. 

Sir, , , 

I have the honor to transmit the proceed¬ 
ings instituted by me for the trial of the Thug prisoners 
in my custody. 

2d. 1 am aware that objection may be taken to the 

conviction of these prisoners produced as it has been by 
the evidence alone of the approvers, but it should be 
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remembered that thero is no other source, with the excep¬ 
tion of them as accomplices, from whence proof of the 
murderous acts of the prisoners could be derived, and 
that being the case, it only remains that every possible 
precaution be observed to prevent false or corrupt testi¬ 
mony being given, and I beg to assure you that has been 
an object to which I have throughout most strictly 
attended. 

3d. In the apprehension of only two of the prisoners, 
namely, Nos. 7 and 8, has the employment of the appro¬ 
vers been had recourse to, the whole of the others having 
been traced by me to their several haunts through sepa¬ 
rate and distinct sources of information, while they were 
only employed after the criminals were so traced, to 
recognise their persons and point them out to the parties 
sent to seize them ; it could not therefore be any object 
with them to shape their evidence so as to convict the 
prisoner whose apprehension as a criminal they had been 
the means of effecting. 

4th. In addition to the consistent and confirmatory 
nature of the present evidence, I beg to mention what 
affords a forcible impression of its perfect correctness, 
the fact that in the lists of the gangs which proceeded on 
the different expeditions of which the approvers gave an 
account on the former trial, the names of the present 
prisoners then at large, are included, and the parts that 
most of them performed, particularly the stranglers in the 
murders perpetrated, are staled. 

5th. In conclusion, I beg to inform you that the 
property found partly in the possession of the former 
party of Thugs themselves at the time they were appre¬ 
hended, and partly recovered from that of others to , 
which they had conveyed it, still remains unclaimed in 
my possession, nor with the exception of the valuable 


diamond ring, is any part of it of a description likely 
ever to be claimed, consisting as it does of broken bits oi 
gold and silver native ornaments, a lew separate pearls of 
middling size, and a considerable quantity ot inferior seed 
pearls, See. A list of the whole is appended to the pro¬ 
ceedings of the former trial. I therefore beg to suggest 
that the whole of this property, with exception of the ring 
above alluded to, be sold, and the proceeds brought to the 
account of Government. With regard to this ring, several 
individuals have laid <d a i m to it, but the pretensions of 
none hitherto have borne that correspondence with the 
description of the article, or the circumstances connected 
with it, that could render their claims admirable, with 
the reception of a person named Chimasa, a Bheema 
walah of Aujim, who has lately proved that a ring of 
nearly the same value as the one in question was des¬ 
patched to him from Surat much about the time the 
present ring is supposed to have been acquired by the 
Thugs, bat he is unable to give a description of the 
article; he is however now prosecuting his inquiries of 
the Dookan at Surat from which it was dispatched, and 
Lets promised shortly to submit the result. 

(Signed) W. BORTHWICK, 

° ' Poll. Agent. 


MaUclpore, 4th October, 1834. 




* 


APPENDIX Y. 


CASE OF RIVER THUGGEE AT DACCA, 


<< j n July last two men, one a Mussulman, the other a 

Hindoo, left Dacca together for c « u F ure > wL «' ° thc y 
never arrived. Enquiries were made in both Ziiiafcs 
through me police, but without effect. It was stated 
that they had 15 rupees with them, and that there were 
two other passengers on the same boat. In September a 
man named Bbolanath Chung was brought to me : he 
stated that in Magh of that year, he and several others 
went to Rungpore with two tobacco merchants as 
passengers, strangled them with angoochas and threw 
them into the river, and got 40 rupees from them. His 
relation, Suroop Chung, he said knew more of this, and 
might know something of the Dacca case. Suroop was 
sent for, and came and deposed that be and five others 
were at Dacca in a pulwar. They took two passengers on 
board to bring them to JFurreedpore, one a Mussulman, 
the other a Hindoo, took them to a Chur sandbank 
about two hours journey distance from Dacca, there 
strangled them with angoochas, threw the bodies over¬ 
board and went back through Dacca to Naraigunje, got 
15 rupees and other properly from them: two of the 
leaders of the gang dressed themselves up as Rrahmins, 
and seated themselves in the boat as passengers to inspire 
confidence. They afterwards added that there were two 
boats, one a panchway with five men in it, besides the 
pulwar. These men he afterwards reported were in the 
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panchway close to Furreedpore, having come for passen¬ 
gers at the Doorga Poojah. They were seized, four in 
number; at first all told contradictory stories as to 
where they had been, 8tc., afterwards three confessed . 
two to having been Muliahs (sailors)of the boat on which the 
two missing passengers left Dacca with other particulars ; 
the third to having told a false story at the request oi the 
others-, His brother was one of the party at Dacca, but 
being sick had staid at home and he had taken his place. 
In the boat was found a doty, recognized by the friends ot 
the Hindoo, also a Mussulman dress and piece of cloth 
recognized by the friends of the missing Mussulman, but 
the latter could bring no witness to swear to them. There 
were also found in the boat two Brahminical threads, though 
all the boatmen were Cbandals. The Nazir and a Mohurir 
were sent to take np all the persons implicated in these 
confessions. Two others who were taken up confessed, 
and one produced from his house a lota which be said had 
been his share of the spoil. This had beiore been men 
tinned as having been with the deceased, and was identi¬ 
fied by three or four witnesses. The brother of t 

the missing men who*liad accompanied them to the x.a 
deposed, that the panchway which was seized near 
Furreedpore was the same as that in which the missing 
men went. He also swore that he beheved'that two ot 
the prisoners were two of the men he saw in the boat, 
the one, one of the Brahmin passengers. the other one 
of the Mullahs (sailors). Suroop, who first gave information 
and had been promised pardon, was admitted as a witppas 
against the others, of whom eight were made over for trial. 

<• in the above case a man named Surbul Dam was 
named in Suroop’s confession ; on being taken up in the 
Mofussil he denied, but when examined by me he denied 
all knowledge of the Dacca case, but confessed that m 


May and June he went with a number of others iu 
three boats, one a pulwar ; that they first took on board 
in Mymunsing (close to the borders of Furreedpore) two 
Tanties (weavers) on pretence of buying cloths from them; 
that be went on shore for a short time, and on 
coming back saw the cloths but not the Tanties. X he 
cloths were divided amongst the party, and he con¬ 
cluded the Tanties were murdered. They went to 
Rungpore and they were coming back when they 
fell in with a boat laden with Tobacco and Ilernp 
going to Serajgnnge. There were five men in it; they 
kept with this boat for a day or two. At last on pre¬ 
tence of singing Hurry Soot, they got the five men 
of the Tobacco boat to sit down with them in a circle, 
then strangled them all with angoochas. One man per¬ 
forming the operation on each man, whilst the others held 
their hands and feet and pressed upon their stomachs. 
They threw the bodies into the river and went down the 
stream till evening with both boats, when they put the 
Hemp and Tobacco into their own pulwar, and sunk 
the boat of the men they had murdered by breaking two 
holes through the bottom of it \fith a hatchet. They 
returned and sold the Tobacco and Hemp at Manick- 
gunge in this district. The persons implicated by this 
statement were all taken up—three confessed according 
to the statement of Surbul Bam, but more clearly— 
they also said there were only two boats and in all ten 
men, which, on comparison of the statements, was evi¬ 
dently the true one. One of these was Bholanatb, the 
first informer. Both he and another, fiissen Mohun, said 
they saw the two Tanties strangled. One other man 
owned having been a party to the sale of the Hemp and 
Tobacco which they brought from Rungpore. » He was 
one of the leaders of the gang. In nearly all their 
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honses a bundle of Tobacco was found. On enquiry tbo 
beirs of the two Tanties were discovered. They were 
residents in Furreedpore, their brothers went to a place 
in Mymunsing to sell some cloths and never returned: 
the time of their disappearance and place they were 
coming from and going to agreed with the statements ot 
the prisoners. They did not effect a sale of their cloths 
at Mymunsing and were coining back with them. Some 
very tine pieces of cloth found in the prisoners hands bore 
the same mark as that used by the deceased, but they 
could not swear to them. The heirs of the five men in 
the Tobacco boat were likewise found: four of them 
resided in Mymunsing ; they hired out their boat and 
services to a Mabajua Merchant at Serajgunge; went 
with a cargo of Salt to Rungpore and were coming back 
with Tobacco and Hemp when they were thus murdered. 
The fifth person was a man sent by the Go mash ta to pilot 
them. Intelligence had duly been given to the Police at 
Rungpore, and the Magistrate of that district repotted 
that a boat answering in description to the one described 
by Surbul Dam had been found with two boles cut 
through the bottom. The place where it was found 
agreed also with Surbul Dam’s statement. The boat was 
sent for, and also the Rungpore Gomashta who proved 
the despatch of the Hemp and Tobacco. Fite sale of .t 
at Maniokgunge was proved by the Merchant who effect¬ 
ed it: four of the prisoners were identified as parties to 
the sale which was regularly entered in the books. The 
boat was identified both by the relations of the deceased, 
who owned it, and by the witnesses who were admitted 
as King’s evidence against the others. It had been re¬ 
paired, but the original size of the two holes hud been 
marked out. Two men were admitted as witnesses 
against the others; eight were made over for the 


murder of the two Tanties, and the five Tobacco 
boatmen : aud oj>e for receiving and assisting at the 
sale of the Tobacco. In the house of one ot the 
non-confessing prisoners in the Dacca case was found 
a brass Belu, which was recognized by a Gwala at I ar- 
reedpore, as having been with his brother when he 
and two others left Furreedpore for Mymensnig m 
January 1834. They have never since been heard of. 
It is regularly entered in the list ot property lost which 
was given in when they were declared missing-. Unfor¬ 
tunately no other witness to the property has yet been 
found,” 

This clear and interesting statement of the case I con¬ 
clude to have been drawn up by the Magistrate, os 1-ur- 
reedpore, Mr. W. H. Martin, and though it has not come 
to me in au official shape or authenticated with his name, 
I venture to recommend its being printed with the other 
papers connected with it. W, hi. S. 


To CAPTAIN W. H. SLEEMAN, 

£fc. &c. £ye. 

My IJbae Sib, 

If distance of time and place 
had had any tendency to diminish my former interest re¬ 
garding Thuggee, of which I am not conscious, a fresh 
stimulus would have been given by a case which has just 
been under triaj. To you who are so much better versed 
in the system and details of Thuggee, and so thoroughly 
acquainted with the extent to which it has been carried 
on, it will be no novelty to find that it. exists as a system 
it> Bengal. .Several years have lapsed since I first beard 
of its existence (perhaps it was in 1828) in the way which 
has been described in the trial lately before, me. Believing 
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this to be the first instance of a prosecution to con¬ 
viction in Bengal, I send you copies of some robakaries 
by the Joint Magistrate of Fureedpore, Mr. W. H. 
Martin, a copy of the Session Judge’s letter referring the 
trial, and another of my Minutes. Be indulgent to these 
last, for they are taken down hastily as the Peisiau 
papers are read out to me, so that the sentences aie as 
inverted in this abstract translation as in the original. 
These papers, taken together, will afford you as much 
information as you require of one case. It is my inten¬ 
tion that an official communication shall be made through 
the proper channel to your locum tenens, by whom the 
officer of the department nearest to the locale will doubtless 
be properly instructed. I think a good basis for further 
operations is furnished, and that the approvers in this 
case, if well managed, may prove essentially useful. lu 
short, that there is an upeuiug, which it is often difficult 
to find, through which some progress may be made. As 
your Assistants are now being posted in Beugal,^ I con 
elude orders will be issued through the Circuit Commis¬ 
sioners to the Magistrates, to place themselves in corres¬ 
pondence with them, and not only to aid and support 
their operations, but to make known occurrences which 
bear the resemblance of Thuggee. For fear of any omis¬ 
sion I have proposed the transmission of papers relating 
even to this trial as before mentioned, that my mite of 
co-operation in a great undertaking might not be wanting. 
I have failed in endeavours to get at some old deposi¬ 
tions of which I once before spoke, but I may repeat that, 
whenever you have an Assistant whose circle embraces 
Bancoora, he will pretty surely find a large gang of 
Mussulman Thugs in that small town. It held them in 
1830, and as the Magistrate could notdevelope, their plans, 
&c. &c., I doubt not the whole party being there still. 

3 H 


As I am to apply for a frank, bona fide on service, I 
mast limit tny private communication to good wishes for 
your health, having amended by change ol air ami relief 

from application to duty. 

I remain, my dear Sir, 

truly and sincerely yours, 

(Signed) G. STOCKWEEE. 
Calcutta, 2 6th March, 1836. 


(Copy No. 67.) 

To J. F. M. REID, Esquire, 

Register to the Nizamut Adawlnt, 

Fort William, 


Sir, 

I have the honor to submit for the de¬ 
cision of the Nizamut Adawlut my proceedings, and those 
of the Joint Magistrate of Furreedpoore, Mr. W. B. 
Martin, in the case noted in the margin, held at Dacca on 
the 19th and 20th instant. 

2d. Prisoners plead not guilty. 

3d. Joygovind Tantee and Lukhekunt, brothers to the 
'Inissing persons, say they left home in Bysakh to go to the 
house of Hookuro Chund to sell some cloth to him, and 


that they have never seen them since; they heard from 
Hookum Chund that he did not buy any thing from them, 
and that they went away from his house immediately. 
The confessions state that they were called on board the 
boat, some of the prisoners saying they wanted to buy 
some cloth ; these witnesses say two pieces of cloth found 
are like what the Tantees had with them. 

4. Sheeboo Manjee and three others, relations to the 
persons on the Tobacco boat, say they left home in Jaet 
(May) to gotoSeerajegunge, and were there employed by 
Deenbandoo, a Mahajun. From thence they took a load 
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of salt to Koloeghaut: these witnesses prove the boat 
found to be that on which their relations were. Qdye 
Chund Gomashteh, of the last named place, says he sent 
them oft’ on the 26th of Jaet with 52 maunds of Tobacco 
and 31 of Hemp for Seerajegunge, from which place he 
got a letter about fifteen days after stating they had not 
arrived there. 

Hurgovind confirms the above. 

5. Bullaye Pal lives at Manickgnnge, recognises pri¬ 
soners Surroop Mis tree, Jugomohun Biswas, and Bungsee 
Chung. On the 9th or 10th Assar he sold for them some 
Tobacco and Hemp and paid the money to prisoner 
Surroop Mistree. Ramhurry Chukerbutty is employed 
at the Golah of Juggernauth Shah. On the 9th of Assar 
the above witness brought the prisoner Surroop Mistree, 
who gave his name Suroop, and the witness wrote the 
amount of Tobacco sold on that day in the book ; witness 
recognizes prisoner Jugomohun Biswas as one ot the 
party. The Kalabihee was produced. In it the Tobacco 
and Hemp sold is regularly entered, and nearly amounts 
to the quantity said to have been on the boat. 

6. Two witnesses were present when the prisoner 
Soobul Dam claimed a dhotee, supposed to have belonged 
to the Tantees; the evidence ot the five next witnesses 
goes merely to prove that the prisoners are not always at 
home. Witnesses to the confessions examined. 

7. Bholanath Chang and Kishen Mohun admitted as 
evidence, relate the circumstances attending the murders, 
but their evidence in detail is taken after the confessions. 
Their being present is confirmed by the witnesses at 
Manickgnnge and the statements of the prisoners, bat 
still I am not inclined to rely on their evidence as to the 
particular persons present at the murders. 

8. Prisoner Gungaram Mistree, in his confession be¬ 
fore the Joint Magistrate, says he was on board the boat 
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when prisoner Nubeen Deo-called ibetwoTantees, saying 1 
be wanted to buy some cloth—they came on boaid - 
prisoner was told to go by land—be returned to the boats 
about an hour afterwards; did not see the Tantees. As the 
cloth was on the boat bad suspicions that they had been 
made away with. They afterwards fell in with the Tobacco 
boat; and the prisoners whilst the people were eating, 
strangled them ; the tobacco was removed to their boat 
and the other sunk : prisoner received a piece of cloth 
and was promised his share of the money when the 
Tobacco was sold .4 

9. Prisoner Soobul Dam before the Joint Magistrate, 
says he was with the prisoners—they bad three boats 
which came to at the same place as the Tobacco boat—he 
and another went away for wood, and on his return did not 
see the people of the other boat. The Tobacco was 
brought on board their boat and the other 3unk. 

10. Prisoner Suroop Mistree before the Joint Magis¬ 
trate and myself states he sold the Tobacco and Hemp at 
the request of prisoner Gungaram Mistree. The other 
six prisoners deny being concerned in the affair. 

11. The three witnesses called by prisoner Soobul 
Dam, say he left their village seven years ago and where 
he now lives they cannot say—prisoner Bungsee Chung 
calls witnesses who never saw him before he came to a 
relation’s house : he bad a pulwar which he mended there 

the other witnesses called to speak to character and 
the prisoners being at home in certain months. 

12. The futwa convicts the prisoners of the crime 
charged against them, and declares them liable to punish¬ 
ment by Akoobut. 

13. Prisoner Soobul Dam may be convicted on his 
own confession of being privy to both murders and being 
an accomplice in the plunder of the Tobacco boat. 
Prisoner Gungarain Mistree of being present at the 
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murder and plunder of the boat, and privity to the other 
murder on his own confession. Prisoner Surroop Mistree 
on his own statement of having* sold the Tobacco and 
Hemp, for the possession of which he can in no way 
account. Prisoner Bangsee Chung, by the evidence of 
Bullaye Pal, and Prisoner Jugoinokau Biswas, by the 
same evidence, and that of Ramhurry Chuckerhutty, of 
being concerned in the selling. 

I have,&c. &c. 

(Signed) J. F. G. COOKE, 

Officiating Session Judge. 

Zlllali Dacca , 1 

Session Judge s Office , > 

The 1st February, 1836. *3 


Read a letter from Officiating Session Judge of Zillah 
Dacca, dated 1st February 1836, sending his proceedings 
and those of the Magistrate, on the following trial : held 
19th, 20th and 25th January 1835. 

Trial No. 2 of the Sessions for January 1836; and 
No. 2 of Calendar for December 1836. 

Government . Prosecutor. 


Nos. 

1 Soobu? Dam, son of 
Ram so rn Dam, aged 
32 years. 

2 Guugaram Mistree, son 
of Dliuni Ram, aged 35 
years. 

3 Suroop Mistree, son of 
Essurdas, aged 35 years. 

4 Nubeendeo, son of Ra- 

dliakisluindeo, aged 33 
years. V 

0 JBirjmobuti Biswas, son r 
of Jugmohun Biswas, 
aged 25 years. 

6 Lukeekunth Sen, son of 
Ramgopai Sen, aged 27 
years, 

7 Kumuidas, son of Hur- 
gobind Das, aged 32 
years. 

$ Bangsee Chung, son of 
Poorgooram, * 


Versus 


, , I Machiram Tan tee. 

Murder by ) or wraver . 

Thugee of £ Joynaotll Talltee . 

J Kalacbund Manjee* 
Rampcrsaud ditto. 
Hookwnchuad. 
Lochua. 


; April* 


> June. 


In a boat laden with Hemp and Tobacco, also 
murder of a man, named Pahatoo, in a jul 
pulwar boat, 

Also robbery of the Hemp, Tobacco and otjier 
property, aiding, abetting, and being privy 
to the same—receiving the stolen property. 
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1) Jugmohun Biswa?, be-^\ . .. 

jng accessary and privy #£) a te nnascertained : in the month of April 
to these offences, and ^ 1835, in the river Jutnona, near Bmauoo, 

receiving 1 the stolen pro- / District of Mymensing. 
perty knowingly : two % 

Dhootees are produced. J 

Vakeel of Government files his plea. 

The prisoners plead not guilty- 
Jovgobind Tantee, or weaver, sworn:—Jynath was ray 
own brother. Mojeeram or Moocheeram I knew ; he lived 
in Payola. In last Bysakh (April) one day about dawn, 
Moojeeram came to ray house with two pairs of dhotees, 
and my brother with six pairs, set out with him tor Moza 
Binanee, to the house of Hookumchund, in order to sell 
their cloths—they never returned. After three days I and 
Lukhikanth, brother of Mojeeram, went to Hookum s 
house to look for them ; he said two Tantees had been 
there with cloths three days before, but as the price 
could not be settled, they left with their cloths ; so we 
returned, but our search by the way was vain. In 
Katick, the Police officers brought me to their Joint 
Magistrate of Fureedpoor, to whom we made our depo¬ 
sition. The Dhotee No. Ill, is of the sort which ray 
brother and Moji used to wear. 

Lukhiknnth Tantee, or weaver. Date forgot:—One day 
about dawn in Bysakb (April) my brother Mojeeram went 
with two pairs of dhotees to sell in the village of 
Benaaee, at the house of Hookumchund ; he said he 
would return that day, but when three days had passed 
without his returning I thought that as Joynath had gone 
to search after his brother I would take Joygobind, and 
go and enquire of Hookum about mine: we went, &c. 
same as above. Dhotee 47 is like that kind which my 
brother made. 

Sbeo Manjee. In Jeth last, my brother Kalacbund, 
with Lochun, Hookumchund and Rampershad, on a 


panshyvay belonging to me, set cut to Sheeiajgun^t to 
obtain hire or freight: there, at the Golah or warehouse 
of Suroop Deenoo Bundoo Shah, he was engaged and took 
Salt for Kkullaighat, in the District of Rungpoor. In 
Asarh (June) last, I went to the same Golah, and heard 
my brother had reached his destination with the Salt, 
and taken on board ki* boat to Khullaighat, Tobacco and 
Hemp, and set out on his return to Sheerajgunge, but 
that neither he nor the boat had ever arrived : at length 
the merchant Surroop offered me another boat to go 
in search of my brother—I took it and went as far as the 
mouth of the River Tissur, but in vain ; so I came 
back to Sheerajgunge : we all thought they were lost, 
so I returned home: that boat has however been reco¬ 
vered by the Magistrate of Furreedpore from Zillah 
Rungpore; it is now at the ghat near the Cacherry 
(Magistrate’s Court). 

Soopnl Manjee, brother of Rampershad, who was ser¬ 
vant with Kalachuud Manjee, and accompanied him m 
Jeth last to Sheerajgunge, same as the rest, knows ie 


boat produced. 

Rarnjee Manjee, 7th Jeth, Wednesday, '.hen Kaa- 
chund Manjee set out, he took deponent s brother Hookom 
Chond as hi. steersman ; rest same as 
boat prodoced to be the one in winch hts brother em- 


barked. . T , 

Musst. Jvmaia, in Jeth (May) last, my son Lochen 

was engaged by Kalacbund and taken as boatman, since 


Hi l a S11* • c « i 

Oodychunder Sah, Gomashta of Deenbundoo Sah, 
attached to KhiUaigbat in Zillah Rungpoor: Tobacco 
and Hemp I used to buy there and send to Sheerajgunge, 
. Kalacbund came with a pass of 12th Jeth (May) last, 
and 52 maunds Salt, and reached on 25th Jeth. On the 
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28th, I sent by him 52 maunds 21 seers Tobacco, .and 81 
maunds Hemp, 'which 1 put on board his beat, and 
dispatched him for Sheerajgunge ; and I sent along with 
him Pobatoo as a pilot. He, Pohatoo, has never returned, 
nor did Kala’s boat ever reach its destination. I sent 
notice of the loss to the Thanneh (Police guard) at Shillit- 
gunge. In 15 days after the despatch of the boat there 
came a letter from Sheerajgunge saying Kalachund had 
not arrived. 

Hurgobind Das of Khillaighat: a general confirma¬ 
tion of the above new Tobacco sent, now it is old. 

Bliolai Chung. The prisoners 4, 6, 7, 1, 5, 2, 8, 9, 
I knew. Early in Bhysak (April) last, Nubeendeo 
called me to his house on intention to trade in rice, 
thence he took me to a boat: it was a 100 maunds 
panshway, and five other men were sitting in it, none of 
whom I then knew. I asked Nubeen what seven men 
could do in so small a boat; be answered “Bungsee 
•* Manjee has another boat, which he is gone to fetch, 
“ when there will be room enoughthat day we remain¬ 
ed in the boat. Next evening Bungsee Manjee, Soobul- 
dain, Birjmohun and Guugarum Mistree, came up on a 
pulwar near to our boat; then Kumnldas left our boat, 
and called a person named Xlamgobind ; night; came on 
and we remained. Next day at dawn six men in the pulwar 
and 10 in the panshway ; at about 1 pas day, were about 
to set out, when Suroop Mistree called out, “ stop, for 

vshen the boat teas loosened I sneezed,”* so both boats 
stopt, and Suroop went ashore, and brought two Tauties, 
(weavers) with several pairs of Dhotees, and he said to 
Nubeendeo “oh relative, you wanted to buy cloths, 
“ and I have brought you the men who sell themhe 


* Sec Vocabulary—Nakee or Nufcaree. 
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replied, “ bring the men on board the boaton which 
they came in with the cloths. I then went to ease mysell, 
and Soobnldam and Suroop Mistree threw an ungoocha, 
twisted on the necks of those two Tantees, and threw 
them over on the floor, and then dipped them under 
water and held them awhile, and then let them go. 
We set out after this to the north, pulled fifteen days in 
the direction of Kakeenu, District of Rungpoor, where 
we went. Thence we went towards Sura under the hot 
Kholaboorett; in a bight we found a boat laden with 
Tobacco and Hemp, both our boats put-to (lugao’d) there. 
Soobuldam asked the Manjee (Commander) of the 
Tobacco boat whence he came, and he told him he was 
coming from Khellaighat and going to Sherajgunge; on 
which Nubeendeo said —“ our houses are at Mulb, and 
wo will go to Manickgunge thus all three boats remain¬ 
ed there that night, next day all three set out together at 
noon. Nubeendeo seeing a ohnr (sand bank) said 

to the Tobacco men “ oh Manjee (Commander) let us 
stop our boats here and cook our food.” There was a . 
pilot with the Tobacco boat; and we all put-to at this 
chur and dined; after dinner Nubeendeo said “ I have 
made a vow to the god Hurry Sole, let me here fulfil it”- 
call the Manjee and his boat men that they may assist; 
so he put a mat (carpet) before the first boat, and when 
the four sailors and the Captain of the Tobacco boat 
came, Soobul said—“ Do you I pray sing the song of 
Hurry Sote.” They bad sung one and were beginning 
another, when Nubeendeo said—“ Now Hurry, give us 
our plunder,” on which Birjmobun and Surroop Mistree, 
and Soobuldam, and Rumuldas, and liukhikunth Sen, 
these five men leapt on the throats of the four men ot the 
Tobacco boat, and on that of the pilot, twisted angoochas 
and threw them flat on the sand; others seized them at 

3 i 


the same time, after which they puuched them to death 
with fists and elbows, and sank the bodies in the water. 
I, Rumgobind and Soobuldam were put on board the 
Tobacco boat, and then all three boats started and went 
on together till evening, when we stopt. At night the 
Tobacco and Hemp was changed into our punshway and 
pal war, and Soobul struck the Xobacco boat with a 
hatchet, made a hole and sunk it; next day we set out and 
came in five days to Kishenpoor and fixed the boat. 
Thence Suroop went to Manickgunge to ascertain the 
demand in the bazar for Tobacco; thence he came back 
saying the bazar was empty, because of a disturbance. 
Then Suroop put the Hemp in the puDshway and took it 
home to his house. I, Soobul, Birjmohun and Kumul 
brought on the Tobacco and the rest went to their homes : 
we came to Manickgunge and gave the Tobacco to Bullai 
Sah, to sell for us ; next day I went away, and in fifteen 
days returned and saw that the boat was still there. 
Suroop told me that 16 Rupees worth of Tobacco had 
, been sold—offered me 1 Rupee which 1 declined and 
went home. After which Rednm Sing and Punoopeera- 
manik brought me to the Joint Magistrate, to whom on 
two days I told all that I knew. 

Kishenmohuu alias liaingobind Chung, of Kanikola, 
Pergunnah Chundpertab, aged 22, ploughman: I knew 
the prisoners. Frequenting the fair of Manickgunge I 
became acquainted with Gungaram Mistree. Last 
Bysakh he came to me in a field where I was plough¬ 
ing and asked me to go on a trading boat, i declined 
at that time : he returned in six or seven days bring¬ 
ing this} very Kumul Das who asked me if I had 
spoken with any person about going on a boat. I 
said—“ yes, with Gungaram ; will you go V’ I said— ,e I 
am poor;” on which he gave me 1J rupee, which I 


imSTffy 
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left with my family and went to the house of Kumut- 
das and remained there four days: after which at 
the river Jumona at the market of Balia Chandra, there 
was the boat of Kumuldas of the class botom ,• I went with 
him, saw Suroop, Gungaram and Lnkhikunth in the boat: 
at li pas watch of the day a pulwar came, m which were 

Soobuldam, Birjmohun, Nubeendeo, Bungsee and Bholae 

Chung and was fastened near ours, Then two Tantees 
with cloths under their arms came from the north towar s 
the south along the river bank. Surroop called them on 
board the pnlwar, after which I did notsee those two men 
leave the boat: I heard from Bholae that Suroop and 
Soobul and others had killed these two men and sunk the 
bodies. That day we set sail on both boats and reached 
in fifteen days the Hatbooree; remained there two or three 
days and then set out. Under a hut in a bight we 
found a boat laden with Tobacco and Ilemp. Nubeendeo 
asked the men whither they were going—Manjee said 
“ the boat is come from Kliillaigunge and will go ® 
Sherap un°e,” on which Nubeen and the rest up 1 

!tT*« g o i. e- , b ; 

together”—so that boat caiue along with ours for one day 

«•-*»«< Ti :::::::: 

fit U ;• N so .u“a; ou the char (sand hank) and those four 
■ueu of the Tobacco boat, aud ouo pilot w,th them, came 
„nd sat on a mat aad sung songs to Hurry Sole ; on Ins 
Nubeendeo, Sorroop Mistree, Lukhikuulh, Knmuldas, 
Birjmohun, Gungaram and Bungsee, twisted ungoochas 
„„ the throats of these fire men, threw them down, 
killed them and threw them into the water. Then 
we set oat, the three boats together, and came towards 
__. „ t „i g ht Soobul anti the rest changed the pro- 
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perty into their own boats, and Stirroop and Nubeen cut 
a hole in the Tobacco boat with an axe and sunk it, next 
dawn our boat departed, in five or six days we got to 
Manickgunge, whence I fled. 

Bulrara Taipal, inhabitant of Muheshpore, of Manick- 
gunge, points out prisoner Surroop and na?nes him , points 
out eight or nine but does not name them. I have seen 
them in Manickgunge, they brought to me in that gunge 
on 9th or 10th Asarh last, and sold Tobacco and Hemp— 
38 to 39 maunds Tobacco, 9 to 10 maunds Hemp. Sbroup 
called himself a trader, he got the price ; it is entered 
in my account book, Jugonath Sah is the principal, I am 
his Gomashta, his shop is in Elliotgunge of Manickgunge. 
Roznameh and Khota books examined from 9th Asarh to 
20th, credit rupees 60—13—10 Tobacco and Hemp from 
Surroop, and debit the same. 

Ramhurree Senna, of Manickgunge, names Suroop and 
points him out, also Jugmohun Biswas 9th Asarh last; 
these two men and a third who is absent, at Manickgunge 
went to the shop of Peynal and sold about 14 maunds 
some seers Tobacco; on the 11th Asarh 1 maund 
Tobacco, and 17th Asarh sold 24 maunds Tobacco and 
9f maunds Hemp—Stirroop sold, I was broker. 

Kevul. When this maa Soobul was taken to the 
Thaneh Manickgunge I saw him, viz. this Soobuldam and 
the Dhotee before him (3 rupees each), which he called 
his own. 

Baboojha. Same as the above Kevul—this No. 47 is 
the Dhotee. 

Byjnath Mistree. Surroop is my own brother. In the 
end of last Jeth (May) he set out from home, saying that 
he was going to Manickgunge, and he came home about 6th 
or 7th Asarh (June) in Bhadoon~~he again went out as far 
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as the north, and returned in Assin (September) this is 
all I know : he brought, in Asin a bundle of Tobacco, f a 
Asin I brought three rupees as a loan from Qodysak, 
prior to Dussekra. 

Musst. Lukhee, wife of Suroop : to same purport of 
absence. 

Gopi Mistree. Gungaram is my brother. In Asin 
he (Gung'a,) took his implements as to work; he returned 
in Chyt, but the month’s name is not well recollected 
by me. 

Radbakishen Dut. Birjmohun I know—he goes from 
home ostensibly to trade in grain. I cannot say where, 
nor on whose boat. In Bysakh (April) last he set out, and 
returned in Asarh (June.) 

jLukhen Goh knows Birjmohen and Jugmohen—same 
purport of the occasional absence of Birj. Jugmohen. 

Jugmohen Buruserma knows No. 2 only ; we live in 
same bustee; his deposition in the Mofussil was taken 
before me, by the Mohnrrir and Nazir ; he confessed 
being taken by Suroop to the ghat of Benani, put on board 
a boat and taken to a place near to Ghopa. Next day two 
Tautees were brought into the boat under pretence of 
bnying cloths, &c., and then he told of the Tobacco boat 
with four men and a pilot, and the murder and destruction 
df the boat; from his home some old cloths, a new fine 
Dhotee, and Tobacco two seers, found in my presence, 
this cloth No. 111. 

Pugholee Chung, Chokeedar, knows No. 2 Gungaram ; 
tells of search same as the above. 

Confession of Gungaram Mistree No. 2, in the Mofussil. 
With my own hand I have killed no person ; on board the 
boat where the two Tantees and five Malias were killed, I 
was a boatman. In the beginning of Bysakh last, Surroop 
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(3) my relative, came to tny house and took me off to 
repair a boat; we went near to the village of Binanee ou 
the river Jumona; I saw at that ghat a pulwar boat, and 
in it were Nubeen Sircar, Birjmohen Biswas, and his 
wife’s brother and Bhola Chung. Kishemnohun Chung, 
Soobuldam, I and Suroop, when two ghurries day were 
left, got on board that boat and remained there that night; 
next day at about 1 pas day (9 A. M.) the boat moved, bat 
high wind, so at 1^ pas day put to at Bhatagbat Binanee, 
near Kliooneepara, on the banks of the river J umona, and 
remained there that day; next day ; at 1 pas 9 A. M. two 
Tantees (weavers) one of whom had bundle of cloths, 
came along the bank from the north towards Binanee, going 
south towards Dowlutpore : Nubeen went ashore from 
the boat and called these two Tantees, who said they had 
been trying to sell in vain, and were taking their cloths 
home. Nubeen and the others offered to buy and called 
them into the boat. These two Tantees went into the 
boat with their cloths, after which Surroop said to rue 
“ do you go ashore.” 1 did so about three begas distant. 
I sat clown, and on returning to the boat two ghurries 
after, one of the party called me on board the boat, I 
embarked : saw some now Dkotees, but not the Tantees, 
(weavers)asked how and why. Surroop and Nubeen repli¬ 
ed it was no concern of mine, they would take the cloths 

to-and sell them there, for they bad bought them. The 

boat was loosened. I asked where they were going, they 
said *' we always go to Kakeena and sell cloths, and 
“ thither we will now go; if you will not go with os 
" remain you at Serajgunge and work.” In three days 
we got to Serajgunge where we stopt, and remained at 
Kakeena and about that part for a month, and then went 
on towards Surarez; on the way coming we found a 
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pancliway with five sailors in it, laden with Hemp and 
Tobacco: asked whither going, they said to Serajgunge ; 
Nubeen said “ we too are going thither, let us go to¬ 
gether,” so the boats joined, and went down the stream ; 
on this all the men on our boat began to speak in slang 
terms , and used signs, which 1 could not comprehend, 
but as they wanted to kill the Tobacco men I remonstrat¬ 
ed : they said ei we always do thus, and so we support 
u ourselves, be at your ease.” In Jetb, (May) date 
forgot, at about 1| pas day on the border of the river, 
both boats put to at a chur or sand bank, cooked and 
dined ; then Soobul, Bhola, Kishenmohun, Surroop 
and Birjmobim cast on the throats of the five men of 
the Tobacco boat, ungoochas, threw them down, and 
closed their breath, and killed them, and threw the 
five bodies into the river. Nubeen and Soobul and 
Suroop went on board the Tobacco boat; rest remained 
on our own boat; both boats set out together, pulled for 
2 pas (G hours), came to a village and put too the boats, 
and passed the night there, and took out all the Tobacco, 
Hemp, a Bota, aud some other things to our own boat, 
and sunk that Tobacco boat some how or other. That 
night we moved on to Serajgunge, came near Binanee, 
and put up. They put me ashore to go home by land, the 
others took the boat and went to Manickgunge. They 
promised to give me something after selling the property 
in Manickgunge: fifteen days after Surroop came and 
said they had sold all to Jugnath Sah, did not tell how 
much, but he gave me two rupees. He had before given 
me this new Dhotee which I deemed belonged to the two 
Tantees. As he did not tell me the price I went in the 
middle of Asarh to Manickgunge and asked Jugnath what 
he had paid, i, e. I asked of his Gomashta, he refused to 
tell me. While I was sitting down I could see the two 
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Tantees taken into the boat, but I never saw them come 
out again, hence I suppose they were murdered. 

Ramjee Itae, witness to" 
deposition of Gungaram and 
of Surroop in the Joint Ma¬ 


gistrate’s Court, 


Say the confessions were 
f quite voluntary, hear and 
attest those confessions. 


Ituheemoodeeen to Soo- 
bul’s, and the ahove two 


depositions before ditto. 

Sheikh Bechoo to deposi¬ 
tion of Soobuldam before 
Joint Magistrate. 

J V 

- Gungaram—"I have killed no person with my own 
hand: on the boat where they killed the two Tantees, 
I, in Bysakh last, was engaged as a boatman : date forgot; 
early in the month, Surroop came to my house, took me 
to repair a boat on the Jumona Ghaut. There, in a pul¬ 
war boat, I found Nubeen Sircar, Birjmohun, BholaChung, 
Kishetiinobun, and Soobuldam ; I went on board the boat 
and remained that day ; next day at dawn we let go the 
boat and set out, but there was a high wind, so we stopt 
near Binanee under the Chatie near Kbooneepani; next 
day at I pas 9 a. m. two Tantees (weavers) passed with 
cloths near our boat, when Nubeen called from the boat 
to them, pretending that he wanted to buy cloths ; both 
Tantees came on board the boat with their cloths. 
Nubeen sent me ashore, I went a little distance, eased 
myself, returned in two ghurries, did not see the Tantees 
but Surroop and others whom I asked about the Tantees 
said, “ it was no business of mine, we have bought the 
»* cloths and will sell them to the north.” Boat was 
then loosened and we set out north towards Seraj- 
gunge. 1 saw the new Dhoties on the boat and became 
suspicious, as I had never seen the Tantees leave the 
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boat, and therefore feared they had been murdered. 
The boat did not go to Serajgunge but north to Kakeena 
and other places for a month, during which no business 
was done. In Jeth we all set out on our return oome- 
wards; by the wav we came to a punshway with five men, 
in which were Tobacco and Hemp. "W e went to them and 
entered into conversation; they said they were going to 
Serajgunge ; Nubeen auA others said they were going to 
the same place, so our boats went on together ; and at 
i past 10 o’clock put to in a ckur (sa..J i>a n k) of the river 
Nibusta, above Serajgunge, cooked and dined, l «****- 
board and saw our people make strange speeches and signs 
to each other while the Tobacco-men were eating with 
their backs towards its. I said to Nubeen and Surroop, 
“ dont. do such a thingThey answered “ we all along do 
this work they threatened me. I went inside the chup- 
pur (awning )-Soobuldam, Bhola Chung, Kishenmohun 
Chung, Suroop and Birjmohun, these five men stiar.g c 
the five boatmen, going behind them while the, ««e - 
ing, and patting angoochns on their neck., t rowing 
flat on their face,, and drawing the cloth, t.ght wrlh both 
h Ids” kept them on the gronnd for nhon. one gharry. 
When their breath was stopped these flve men, bed.es 
i „1 to the swift water and then let go, when 
they 6 floated down the stream. Then Suroop Nubeen 
and Soohul went into the Tobacco boat and became 
Manjee and Mullas of it; on our pulwar, 1 B.rjmo- 
hun, Kishenmohun, and Bhola Chung renamed to work. 

Then both boats pulled together for 2 pas (6 hours) and 

stopt some where; at dusk the Tobacco and Hemp 
were brought into our boat and the other boat was 
sunk. Nest day we set out again, and in five or seven 
daYs got the boat near to the village of Nibonee, where I 
left the boat; Suroop then gave me a new dhotee which 
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had been taken from theTantees, and promised men part 
of the proceeds when the Tobacco was sold. They look 
the boat to Manickgunge and in fifteen days came home, 
when Surroop gave me two rupees ; after four days I heard 
the things had been sold to Jugnalh Sah, so I went to 
his agent to ascertain the price, but he declined telling-, 
I have been to no other place since with them : cannot 
tell if thev have. I was enured, so 1 have confessed ; 
4 bundles' and 2 chattas were lefHr.th me by Surroop in 

Asm : the Kid''" I,e S ave t0 my SOQ S1X yeafS ag °' 1 
never oefore went any where with him ; prisoner admits 

his Mofussil deposition. When the murder was done, 

i. e. handkerchiefs applied, Nubeen was on board the 

boat, but he went to help to drag the bodies to the water. 

We were in all seven men, look the Tobacco and sold it 

at Maniekgunge. Nubeendeo he recognizes. 

Confession by Surroop to the Magistrate. I have 
killed no person. I went on no boat; cannot say why 
Soobul and Guuga Mistree take my name. Then of 
himself he states, " In Asarh.(June) Gunga Mistree 
came to my house and said " we have brought some 
Tobacco and Hemp, do you take it to Manickgange and 
sell, and I will pay you.” I came to the ghat and saw 
these articles in a pulwar, on which were Soobuldam, 
Bhola Chung, Kishenmohnn, Birjmohnn, and Bungsee 
Chung. They said “ we cannot ourselves sell it, do you 
come and sell our things for us.” So I went on board that 
boat, Gangaram and Birjmohnn went ashore; we took 
the boat to Manickgunge and sold the articles to Jugnath 
Sah; I forget the amount, butJugmohun Biswas took 
the whole and gave rupee. They would have given 
me a red chatta but I would not accept it, so Gungaram 
took it. That chatta was above my means ; I cannot 
write. I denied all these things in the Mofussil because 
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SoolHil bad terrified me ; they said they had brought the 
things from the north, yet they did not trade in lobacoo , 
points out. JBirjmoliun: and it was his father Jugmohun 
who came to Mauickgunge after us, and managed the 
sale and accounts of Tobacco. 

Confession of Soobuldam, alias Gungapershaud. On 
2d Bysakh last, I and Bholanath, Chung Mirtenjoi, 
Chung Dhuniram, Chung Radhanath, Sircar, alias Sur- 
roop Chang, Gokul Chung, Chooramoni, Lalehund, 
Chung Jugnat Chung. Goluck Chung, Kislmohun 
Chung, alias Ramgobind, Chutam Chung, Bungsee 
Chung, alias Bidbee, Stirroop Mistree, Gungaram 
Mis tree, Birjmohun Biswas, Lukikunth Sen, Kevuldas, 
Nubeendeo, Mirtboo Chung, JFukeerchun Chung and 
Gormohua Chung. We, on two boats, putteela and 
a pulwar, went from Jumonee and Brimboter and 
Tistee to Kakeena, in the district of Rungpoor ; I 
was on the pulwar , the Manjee of which was Bungsee 
Nnndee; he had said rice should be bought and all share 
in the profits of the sale. There we lugao’d the two boats 
at Kakeena, but got no goods : in the beginning oi Jeth 
we set out and on the low ground oi a cbur (sand bank) 
in the afternoon we stopt the boat ; next day at 10 A. M., 
there came a boat from the direction of Dina poor in 
which there was Tobacco ; our three boats followed it, 
and in Bbatee of Hatkholaprory, all the boats lugaod 
together : the Tobacco men in reply to our question said 
they had brought Tobacco from Dinajpoor for a merchant 
and were going to Kakomaree ; next day the rnalicks of 
our three boat*, viz. Radanatb, alias Surroop Chang, 
Nubeendeo, and Mirtboo Chung, met and consulted, and 
when the traders boat set out, our pulwar of Biunoo 
Manjee set out also ; our other two boats remained at a 
distance following in rear; at 1J pas day the pulwar and 
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Tobacco boat lugaod (put to) at a cbur. We went ashore 
and cooked, but the traders’ men cooked and fed on their 
own boat. Then I and Gungarara went on the chur to 
get fire-wood ; in four gharries, or perhaps 1 pas, we re¬ 
turned to our boat bat did not see the traders’ men on 
their boat ; our men JSuieendeo, Radhanath and Mirtoo 
Chung% who were our boats’ raaliks (masters) said, 
loosen the Tobacco boat and bring it near ours/’ We 
all did so. When two ghurries of the day were left we 
took all the Tobacco, Hemp, lota, planks, tusla, and 
Kutono from the Tobacco boat, put them into our pulwar, 
and sank the Tobacco boat. Then we set out with our boat, 
and shortly our other two boats came up and joined us ; 
they said “ sell the Tobacco at Manickgunge, and we will 
in a few days bring rice or dal, or whatever we getso we 
took our boat with Tobacco to Manickgunge. Radhanath, 
Surroop, Kishenmohun, Bungsee Nundee and Bholonath 
Chung, remained in the pulwar to sell the Tobacco; two 
men were sent homewards ; that Tobacco was sold for 1J 
per matind to Bulram Tautee Muhajun ; we got 48 rupees, 
and the Hemp was sold for 5 rupees to a JBeoparee; 
Surroop and the other men divided the amount and gave 
me two rupees ; I remained at home, they at Manickgunge. 
About the end of Jeth, Radhanath Mirtunjoe, Kadanath 
and Chedam hired my boat and went to trade; I don’t 
know where; I dont know whom else they took. When 
we were going to the north our boat put up at the plain 
of Balahat Babna, at about pas distance, on the right 
bank of Jumona river; there at about 14 ghurries day 
came two Julabas (weavers) with several pairs of new 
cloths ; they were travelling by land towards the south. 
On this Suroop Mistree and Radhanath .Sircar, on pretext 
of wishing to buy cloths, called them to the boat, and sent 
men ashore to buy vegetables; in two ghurries when I 
returned with the vegetables, I did not see the boat, but 
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in a moment after I saw it being towed up the stream; 
they told me in reply to my enquiry, that the boat had 
slid away and they were bringing it up* I got on the 
boat and saw a bundle of new cloths ; in reply to my 
question they told me they had brought these cloths from 
the two weavers, who had taken the rupees and gone. 
There were seven pairs of plain JDhotees, one Zenana 
Saree with a red border, all tied in a Settrinjee ; also there 
w as a blanket. In the Tobacco boat there were one Maojee 
and four boatmen. I cannot say what became of them 
whether beaten, or killed, or thrown overboard* Nor do 
I suppose the cloths were purchased, or that the weavers 
met with any other fate. I got a dhotee which has 
been brought into Court. The boat seized in Manick- 
gunge (by the police) is mine I let it to Radhanath. 
When leaving two boats behind, our pulwar followed the 
Tobacco boat; there were on the pulwar, I, Radhanath , 
Bholanath Chung , Mirtenjoi Chung , Nuheendeo , Surroop 
Mistree , Gungaram Mistree , Mirthoo Chung , JBungsee 
Nundee , and Kishenmohun Chung * This prisonei Sur¬ 
roop Mistree gave me the dhotee* 

1. Soobuldam prisoner in his defence denies having 
gone with Nubeen to the north ; denies killing, robbing 
and confessing ; states that after he was taken to the 
Thanah of Kumaloo, the Naib Nazir and others by pro¬ 
mise of money and service induced him to say yes, yes, to 
whatever they asked ; one of the boats is his, and he has 
witnesses to character. 

2. Gungaram prisoner’s defence. Surroop Mistree, 
Kishenmohun and Bholai Chung sold the Tobacco in 
Manick gunge. 

3. Surroop Mistree* I make and repair boats; Gunga¬ 
ram my relative brought the Tobacco and gave it me to 
sell, which I did at Manickgunge ; I have killed no 
person \ witnesses to character. 



4. Nubeendeo prisoner; total denial; witnesses to 
character. 

5. Birjxnohun Biswas, total and simple denial. I cannot 
tell whence my father got the Tobacco which ho sold ; 
witnesses to alibi. 

6. Lukhikuntb Sen, prisoner. In Poos and Magb, I, 
with Koshichund and Oodichund Ameen, wrote the To¬ 
bacco papers ; on the 1st of: Phagoon I went to Jb ui reed- 
poor, about the case of Ram Rutun Ghose, remained five 
clays about the Court, got a copy of the Koobucary, and 
gave it to Ram Rutun, after which I remained at home 
fill the end of Phagoon ; 7th or 8th Chyte I went to 
pay the fine of Ram Rutun and remained three days at 
the station, but the fine money was refused as I had no 
moktar papers; all Cliyt I was at borne* Oa the 2d 
Rysakh there was an attachment on the house of Ram 
Rutun, which took me to Thanneh Jofurgunge ; on the 
4th or 5th of the month I went home and remained there; 
on the 25th the mother of Ram Rutun died; I, with 
Koshichund and Oodichund, did the ceremonies ; 5th Jeth 
was the feast of the 10th day of the funeral; 23ih Jeth 
the Sradh ; Bhyroo Chukerbutty and Goluk B 9 se, wit¬ 
nesses; also Mungloo Burkundaz. 

7. Kevuldas. I came home, after 9 years, in Phagoon 
last; iu Bysakh my elder brother died, his Sradh was in 
Jeth ; after which I was ready to return to Moorshedabad, 
but my mother kept me and I remained at home. 

8. Bungsee Chung, prisoner, denies, is wrongly accus¬ 
ed ; witnesses to character. 

9. Jugmohutt Biswas denies the going with Surroop 
and selling Tobacco at Manickgunge. 

Sudararn Sen witness for No. 1; 7 years ago prisoner 
left our Mowza, remained a year elsewhere ; I know not 
how he lives. 

Gouree ditto ditto Rughouath for 1 ditto. 
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Sahchund for No, 2, who was living as a carpenter. 

Ramjee Manjee for No, 2, the same story. 

Xtadoo Manjee for No. 3, ditto. 

Fattee Chuud for No. 3, who has two ploughs and some * 
land. 

Hurran Kuriiikar for No. 4, who has a plough ; I thought 
him a decent man till now taken up. 

Sadee Joolahee, weaver, for ditto, but every two or 
three months he is absent in foreign parts—what does 
lie there ? 

Rr.jkishendeo for 5 and 9 : from Bysakh to Asarh, 
when I went to their houses, they were at home ; and 
No. 9 is Putwaree of Voloil: and for 4 or 5 or 8 days 1 
met them and not always at home : and the Bazar 
Maniekgunge is only 1J or 2 pas distance from their 
house. 

Nidhen for 5 and 9: from Bysakh to Asarh where 
they were is unknown to me : bat in Magh No. 9 told 
me that his son 5 was one trading in corn. 

Jykishen Knr for 5 and 9: I can’t say where they 
were from Bysakh to Asarh, but once only and at the 
end of Jelh I met Birjmohun, but not 9. 

©odichund for 6. I saw him at borne from Jeth to the 
end of Bysakh ; end of Jeth I was away, but came home 
in 6 days, saw him in Asarh also, used to see him after 
4, 10, 12 days intervals : at the Sradh I ate too. I was 
servant of Ram Ttutun, and therefore knew prisoner who 
used to come there too. 

Kashinath Chung for 6 : The same as the above 
Oody. 

Nimai Chokeedar for 6 : I don’t know where the 
prisoner was from Bysakh to Asarh, and did go occasion¬ 
ally to his house in that interval, but I did not see him. 

Roshen Khan witness for 7 : Can’t say where he was 
from Phagoon to Ughan, never saw him in that time. 
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Bhowrut Ghose for 7 : lu Bysakh when body of 
Ramu bis brother burnt, and in Jeth he was at Sradh. 

Ranijee Mundel for 8. I did not know him before : 
in Sawun last he came to his wife’s brother Kashinatli, 
with a pulwar of 150 maunds, and repaired the boat lor 
15 days, then I met him, that’s all I know. 

Ramguddee Chung No. 8, same as this last witness. 

Futwa of the Law officer, Moolvee Suadut Allee, of 
Dacca, describes the details, fixes on Surroop and 
Soobul as the'actual slayers of the two Tantees ; Soobul, 
Surroop, Nuheen, Birjmojmn, Lukhikunth, &c. as slayers 
of the five Mullahs, and Jugmohun managed the sale at 
Manickgunge, also admission of Gungaram witnesses 
to the sale, so the crime of robbery and murder, and 
of accomplices and privity therein proved against 
Soobul, I to 8, and the crime of privity and selling 
against 9, proved on violent presumption, hence liable 
to Akoobut. 

22nd February 1886. Futwa of the Cazee-ool-Cazat, 
Nizamut Adawlut. Gungararn’s confession of being the 
companion of robbers of the Tantees and Mullahs, and 
his seeing the murders of these last by those robbers, 
and his getting cloth and cash from them. 

Soobui’s confession to Magistrate as to companionship 
as above, save seeing the crime : these are thus convicted 
of being companions of robbers and privity to it. 

And by the general purport of the depositions and of 
Suroop Mistree to Magistrate, the strong suspicion of 
his being an accomplice in these robberies and murders, 
and also Gunga, Soobul, Nuheen, Birjmohun, Lukhi¬ 
kunth Sen, Kumuldas, and Bungsee Chung. 

Hence these eight men are liable to Akoobnt in pro¬ 
portion of their offence, amount to he fixed by the Rulers ; 
crime of privily and of knowingly receiving and selling 
the property is not fixed upon Jugmohun, i. e. his 
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knowledge of it is not established, thongh he is proved to 
have sold it—he is acquitted. 

N. B.—On the 4th November 1835, the Magistrate 
applied for leave to hold the investigation and commit to 
the Session Judge of Ziilali Dacca.—On the 12th, permis¬ 
sion of the Sudder Nizamut Adawlut was granted. 

Bhola and Kishen Mohun made approvers—Regn. 
X. 1834. 

Roobukaree from the Jungle Mahals, 18 th October , 1831. 

The undermentioned men,* it has been ascertained, 
were absent from their homes from Bysak of this year. 


Names of Thugs. 


Names of Thugs , 

Sheikh Ameen* 


Sheikh Luttoo 

Sheikh Rush 


Sheikh Burdee 

Sheikh Kureem 


Sheikh Husunoo 

Sheikh Yaroo 

25 

Sheikh Khodoo 

Sheikh Luttoo 


Be rain Oodeen 

Sheikh Khuttoo 


Sheikh Momett 

Sheikh Lai 


Sheikh Motee 

Sheikh Rusool 


Sheikh Mungun 

Sheikh .fannoo 

30 

Sheikh Rustee 

Jaun Allee 


Sheikh Nuthoo alia? Nuffur 

Sheikh Afzul 


Sheikh Sahadut alias Sudoo 

Mono a alias Meda Bowree 


Naen Bowree 

Heera Chund Parma Brah¬ 


Sarung Bowree 

min 

35 

Sheikh Sooja Oodeen 

Bhowanee ditto ditto 


Shreenath Tewaree 

Jugurnatli ditto ditto 


Gooroochurn Chohdar 

Sheikh Ameer 


Sheikh Gholam 

Sheikh Sedoo 


Sheikh Nuffur 

Hingun alias Heera 

40 

Furjund Khan 

Sheikh Mohobut alias Mobuu 


Bhola Khan 

brother of Ameer 


Sheikh Rusoo 

Sheikh Omed alias Anoobo- 


Sheikh Anund 

deen 


Sheikh My an 

Chitoo Bowree 

45 

Hara Bhoneh 


3 h 
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and after five or six months returned in arrest with 
valuable property; and from the deposition of one of 
them. My da alias Monna Bowlee, it appears that in 
A«ar 1236 Fuslee, Sheikh Sardoo, Sheikh Beja, Sbeikh 
Itushuk and other Thugs of Naraenpoor, took him as a 
porter on a Thug expedition; that they murdered two men 
at. Cuttack, four at Jugurnath ; and on their return two 
men at Balesur, three at Jalesur, at Khurruckpoor four 
men, at Salbee three men, and at Beteea three men (in 
ail twenty-one) by strangling them and catting their 
throats, and that they took their property from them. 
That in Augnn in the same year, they took the road to 
Bhagulpoor, and in the same manner murdered a great 
many people, in that and the Monghyr district, and took 
their property, and six or seven months after came back 
with much booty. 

The year after this in Asar last year, they, he states, 
gave the deponent two rupees, and invited him to accom¬ 
pany them as a porter, and on his declining they beat him 
severely, and the statement of this man is confirmed in 
some degree by the depositions of three others of the 
party. Junoo Bowlee, Suroop Bowlee, Naen Bowlee, 
and all the people in the neighbourhood of Naraenpoor, 
know that these men are Phansigars and robbers, that 
the village of Naraenpore is inhabited exclusively by 
robbers and murderers, and that these mens’ ancestors 
have for many generations followed these trades, that 
they go out on what they call their Sufar, and return with 
a great deal of wealth obtained by robbery and murder. 

Ordered that a copy of this Roobukaree be sent to 
the Magistrates of Cuttack, Midnapoor, and Bhagulpoor, 
to ascertain whether the bodies of the murdered, or any 
other signs of their crimes have been found within their 
jurisdiction. 

(Signed) II. P. RUSSELL, Magistrate. 


Roobukaree from Cuttack, Q&th October, 1831* 

In reply to a Roobukaree from tbe Jungle Mahals of 
the 18th October 1831, it is directed that the Magistrate 
be requested to ascertain and communicate the mode in 
which the men are stated to have been murdered, the 
precise place of murdering and burying, and the des¬ 
cription of property recovered. 

(Signed) H. RICKETTS. 

Magistrate . 


Roobukaree from the Jungle Mahals , 25 th Nov . 1831* 

In reply to tbe above, it is stated that Myda deposes 
that the prisoners associate with travellers, in their 
confidence and attachment, and when they find an oppor¬ 
tunity, strangle them with their handkerchiefs ; and ii 
they cannot do this conveniently they stab (hem, or cut 
their throats. He states that the two men were murdered 
on the north bank of the river, half a cose from the 
town, and their bodies left exposed in a thin jangle, and 
property of all kinds have been found upon the prisoners. 

(Signed) H. P. RUSSELL. 

Deposition o/Naraen alias Myda Bowlee, son of Domun, 
15 th June 1831, aged 30 years. 

1 and Monna are porters of Naraenpoor, in the service 
of Sheikh Sadoo, Sheikh Sookha and Sheikh Roshuk, 
and in Asar last year, we accompanied them to Jugur- 
nath, and returned home in Augun. 'ihey kill men, and 
went out on an expedition to kill them; but invited us 
to go aDd worship at Jugurnath, and carry their bundles 
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for them; they at Cuttack killed two men, four at Jagor- 
naih, and on their return at Ealmeer two men, at Jugneer 
three men, at Khurruckpoor four men, at Salbolee three 
men, and at Nibta three men, in all twenty-one. We 
returned in Sawun or Bhadoon, and in Augun following 
the gang consisting of the undermentioned men,* again 
set out. 

I went with them again as a porter, and on the roads 
to JElajrriahal and Bhagulpoor, we killed a great many 
people, and got a great deal of property, and returned 
home in Asar. In Augun following they gave me three 
rupees, and asked me to go out again with them, but I 
refused as my family did not get subsistence; they beat 
me a good deal for not consenting to go with them. 

All the above named went toivards Mogulpoor, and 
with them Sartope Bowlee, and Yameen Bowlee. Of 
the gang five returned six days ago, and the rest will 
soon be back. Three days ago my sister told me, that 
five of the Naraenpoor men had come back, having killed 
seven travellers on the road; they were I heard murdered 
near Kopgunje. I have seen them strangle men with 
a cloth thrown round the neck and pulled tight with 
both bands, and if they cannot be despatched in that 
way, they cut their throats with knives, and they throw 
their bodies into rivers and nalahs. 

All the above men were on the expedition on which 
l accompanied them, and the same parties go oat every \ 
year, f hey do not start together, but either singly, or 
in small parties at intervals of a few days. On the road 
they go on in parties of four and five, a cose or two from 
each other, bat following in the same direction. I have 
been on two expeditions with them ; I got from them I 

* ^ ee vf Tlnigs after Koobokaree dated 18 th October, 1831 
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after oar return from the expedition to Cuttack, a lotah, 
a ropee and a piece of cloth. From the Bhagulpoor 
expedition, I got eight annas in pice, one lotah and two 
pieces of cloth. Sheikh Sookha afterwards took from me 
the two lotahs and gave me in lieu four annas in pice. 

They go on with the travellers for two or three days, i 
and win their confidence, and seize the opportunity of 
strangling them, as they are drinking, or in any way olf 
their guard, and they seize them so suddenly, that they | 
are unable to call out. I have seen the following stran¬ 
gle men:— 

Sookha, Ameea, Rasoo, and Munbode. 

They all strangle in turn, and when they strangle they j 
always go a stage from the place, before the rest. Ihey , 
kill people on the banks of rivers generally, and j 
throw their bodies into the said rivers; bat sometimes j 
they kill them in jungles, and leave the bodies exposed. ■ 
They are now on their road towards Rajmaha!, where 
they frequently stay for several months together. Jainoo 
and fiustee reside at Gora Mokdehee, toe rest 
Naraenpoor. When we returned from Bhagulpoor we 
came in boats as far as Emambara, where a writer resides 
in bis house under a tree who feasted the whole party. 
This writer accompanies the gang on their expeditions, 
and is their chief. Thence we returned to our homes. 

Deposition of the same, 1 5th November, 1831. 

To the north of Cuttack, one cose on a plain, they 
killed the two men; but what they did with the bodies 1 
know not, nor do I know what were their caste; it was 
mid-day. At Jugurnath, on a plain three quarters of a 
cose north, the four men were killed and buried under 
a Peepul tree. At Balasore, to the north half a cose on 
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(be bauk of a river, the two men were killed in the even¬ 
ing and their bodies were thrown into the bashes. The 
three men left Julasur with the gang, after the third 
watch of the night, and at the distance of two dawks they 
were killed on the plain, and their bodies left in the jan¬ 
gle. From Kuruckpoor to the north of the plain the four 
men were killed, and not far from that place, and from 
Saibee to the north on the plain in the jangle the three 
men were killed, and their bodies were left in the jungle; 
they were killed in the morning. From Beteea, a cose 
to the north, the other three were killed. They were all 
strangled with pieces of cloth. 


Roobukaree from Cuttack, December, 1831. 


After the receipt of the above Roobukaree from the 
Jangle Mahals, the Records of this Office were searched, 
but no case of inarders corresponding with those described 
by Myda Bowlee can be found, except one in Cheyt 1236 
Fosulee or March 1829, A. D.; four bodies of men were 
foand on the plain near the road, two cose north from 
Julasur, bat Myda says they came here in Asar 1236, 
which corresponds with June 1829, or three months 
after the bodies had been found ; these cannot therefore 
be the bodies of the travellers he speaks of, and this is 
the only murder he states to have been committed with¬ 
in this, the northern division of Cuttack. But bodies 
were found in the latter end of 1829 and in 1831 on the 
borders of the road, without our being able to discover by 
whom the men were murdered. 


Mr. Wilson, on the 12th April 1834, writes to the 
Magistrate of the Jungle Mahals, in consequence of 
a communication from Mr. Commissioner R. Lowther, 
enclosing the papers of this case which bad been trans- 
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minted to him by the Jungle Mahal Magistrate, to ascer¬ 
tain what had been the final orders in the case. 

Ur zee from Agoveebaj of Monbhootn , \7tli May 1834, 
to the Magistrate. 

Forty-five men were arrested on the 13th June 1835 
for the murder of seven men, and they were acquitted of 
the charge on the 27th August 1833, but as notorious 
robbers aud thieves arrested on the road with suspicious 
property, &c., and agreeably to the permission of the 
Sudder Court, in conformity to Section 9 of Regulation 
8 of 1818, nineteen were detained till security of two 
respectable persons could be obtained of 300 rupees each, 
and Monna alias Myda, and three others, were detained 
till they could each produce the security of one person in 
200 rupees. The prisoners are still in confinement at 
Bankoora. 


The Urzee of the Mohafiz Duftur, Bardwan, 29 th 
April 1834. 

On the 13th of June 1831 Sheikh Ameer and forty-four 
other prisoners were arrested on the charge of murdering 
seven persons. On the 27th August 1833 they were acquit¬ 
ted of this charge; but as robbers and bad characters they 
were detained, and in conformity to the 9th Section A 
Regulation 8of 1818, it was ordered that nineteen 
should be confined till they each gave the securit 0 _ wo 
persons in 300 rupees; Monna Bowlee and f ^heir 

each to give that of one person in 200 rur° s 

® . , , . . r n i ; * they were or- 

future good behaviour, m failure ot whir f 

® . . , . , , for three years, 

dered to be put in irons and at labo J 

c * , t> nkocrsi on tho 15th 
They were then transferred to Rmkocr 


March 1834. Twelve died in Jail, and Heera Chund 
and Surma Chund Brahmins gave the required security, 
and got their release, and five others were released as 
acquitted. 

The twenty-three men were sent to Saugor by the 
Magistrate of JBankoora in May 1834. 


(Signed) W* H. S. 

u 

(True Copy) 

C. BROWN, Asst. Genl. Supt. 



APPENDIX Z. 


Deposition of Runnooa Moonshee, taken before Capt. 

Wade, Political Agent at Loodhianu, 25f/l August, 
18134. 

Deponent is an inhabitant of Bebareeapore, in the 
District of Belha, and son of Seeta Ram Lodhee, aged 
47 years, follows the profession of Thuggee. 

Last year in the month of Bhadon, (August 1833,) 
three or four days before Mr. Wilson came to secure 
the Thugs at Behareeapore, I quitted my home, and 
resided with others in the fields in the neighbourhood: 
Kehree Sing Aheer Zomeendar of Puhla and Russoola, 
told me this. He bad also told us that we had all 
betu, assem ble in one place in his village, and he would 
noi, alli^. an y one gecure ns; but we suspected that he 
would ca„ e our se i znre an d we a p intended to remove 
to the I>abv e C0UD try. One evening, I went to my 
house, and bright m y family with me, and proceeded 
to Bansra to the \ oasc of Buksheea Thug; but not find¬ 
ing him at home, 1 told his wife to tell him when he 
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returned that I was about to proceed in a direction to the 
West, and should he be willing to come, be would find 
me atKoroo Chetr (Thuuesur). I then went ou to Belha, 
and purchased some parched grain from the bazar, and 
returned to the field where I passed that night with my 
family. The next morning I went to Eurdoo, where 
Buksheea and Newla with their families, together with 
Jeyneea my father-in-law, who had escaped from the 
Saugor jail, joined me. From this place we all proceeded 
towards fvoroo Citeir (Thunesor), and in one month we 
arrived in its vicinity. From this place Jeyneea and 
Newla returned back to their homes tor the purpose of 
learning some rw>w S of hi- ' ** arother ^innereha, still in 
confinement in the Furrakabad jail. I «nd 
with ourfarnil* ca went on to Gungpore, a village in Sha 
habad. Delonging to Sirdar Khon Sing, where we found 
Kam Sing (formerly a resident of Kunouje in Cawnpore, 
and by profession a Thug) residing in that village; alter 
relating all our past misfortunes to him, we asked bm 
for some place of residence. In reply, he fold ns, that 
there had been a great alarm of thieves in that village, 
and we had better go to Buttnngurb near Sbahabad, 
where we should get a better place for our safe resi¬ 
dence. We accordingly went on to Rutungur i, 
on our arrival went to Suroop Sing, Thonadar and 
Haleb, a gardener, and told them that we were cultiva¬ 
tors, and owing to the scarcity of grain and famine in our 
country we had left our homes, and asked them for a 
place to reside in, and stated that we would cultivate 
lands and pay them the rent for them. To this they con¬ 
sented, and gave us a house to reside it*, where we all 
put up and repaired the house. A few days after I sent 
Buksheea back to conduct Jeyneea, and Newla from 
their homes as they were told to come to Koroo Chetr, 
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Jest they might be disappointed. When Buksbeea arriv¬ 
ed on the bank of a kutcha tank on the west side of 
Koroo Chetr (Tlnmesur) he found Newla, Dhunoya and 
Jeyneea. Kusseea, Gonooaand Omeda, with their fami¬ 
lies, coining 1 up from their homes to join us, he conducted 
them to Rutungurh, and resided with us there. 

In Kooar (end of Sept. 1833,) when the rain had fallen 
favorably, we cultivated some fields and planted sugar 
cane in them, and in Kartick«we had done with all tiie 
field work. 

In Aughun Dojee (ISTov. 1833,) we sacrificed a goat to 
Devee, and on the following morning, Buksheea, Newla, 
Sebtula, Omedwa, Dtaun„ ,, now arrested; Dhunooa (at 
laro;e.'l frii |, ' ooQ > K.n«heea and 9 IlinuucWila, set out on an 
expedition on Thuggee to the west. Five o, days after 
I followed and joined them, in the sarae of Rajpoova, the 
[dace appointed. On my arrival they gave me a share of 
the booty which they had obtained from some people 
whom they had murdered, ere I reached them at Bunjara- 
ka-sarae. The booty they got from their victims were 22 
kuldar rupees and some clothes. I received my share 
from Buksheea. 

From this place we set out in a direction to Loodbiana, 
and again returned to Sanoowal, where we lodged in the 
bazar in a buneea’s shop. About two ghuries before sun¬ 
set, a traveller came up of Rajpoot caste, on bis way from 
Feshore to Allahabad. Owing to a heavy fall of rain, we 
all put up in one shop, and cooked and ate our dinner in 
it. About six ghuries before daylight, we set out with 
the traveller, and when we bad got on about a cose east 
from the village we strangled him. 

Dhunooa (at large) was the Bhurtote on this affair, 2d 
Dhunooa arrested ; Seetula and Omeda acted as Guthaee 
and Lughaees. His body was securely buried in a dry (ank 
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about four fields south from the place where we murdered 
him. We got from him 15 rupees kuldar, some H.udee 
chits, (letters) l matchlock, 1 tattoo, which the deponent 
received in his share, 1 puttoo, X white loec, l red woollen 
chudder, and some other clothes ; 1 thalce and 1 lovah, 

which were all divided between us. 

After this affair, wo proceeded to Umballah, and thence 
we took a direction to Hurdwar. In 7 or 8 days we 
travelled only 20 cose to the Hurdwar side, and after¬ 
wards we changed the route and returned to a village 
(name not remembered) about 5 cose east tioar Koioo 
Chetr (ThunesmO From this village we went on to 
Kurnaul, and crossed the jumna. While wo were skigfig 
on the other side of the river, Buksheea and Guuooa, who 
had been left behind, came up with two merchant travel¬ 
lers on their way from Peshore to Nowdah in Oude, they 
had won their confidence and they agreed to travel with us. 
We proceeded on to a village about 2 cose trom t.ie ‘ 
of the J umna, and encamped outside oi the village n< jr * 
well with the travellers. About 4 ghorios hetore *>'■» 

we set out with .hear, unrl about a cose 

village ou tbe bank of . ri.or, we seized them - they 

went along, ard strangled them Newla.nd Dhunnoa 

(at large) were the Eortotes at tins murder. Ihen bod.es 
were throw, lot. the river. We got Iron, then, 100 
rupee, in oast, 1 tattoo of dun color, 1 tbalee, 1 lotah and 
1 tulwar, whit h we divided between us. 1 he tattoo was 
sold to Ghur. eba porter of Sahabad for 11 rupees, but 
deponent dot s not recollect who took the thalee and lotah. 

Buksheea got the tulwar in his share. 

After this .ffair, we committed no other murder and 
returned to iur new abode at Rutungurb. Three days 
after our r turn, Dhunooa (arrested,) and Omedwa went 
to their h unes in the Dooab, and Jeyneea soon followed 




them, In Magli (January 1834,) about 8 days bad pass¬ 
ed when Omedwa with his family came back to Ilutun- 
gurh, and about the middle of the month Dhunooa(arrest¬ 
ed,) Issureea (ditto,) came back from their homes, and 
soon after Jeyneea. 

The tattoo we got at Sanoowali was sold to Shekh 
Mahomed Ameea of Sabubad for 11 rupees Kythalee. 

The Shekh is in the service of Sirdar Jtunjet Singh of 
Shahabad, in the village of Komtee, the pnttoo and loee 
were sold to Donyur Malee of Rutungurh garden forv5 
rupees ; who got the lotah and the thaiee, I do not recol¬ 
lect. The matchlock is still with Dhunooa (arrested.) 

|jjn Magh ( January 1834) when four days only remained 
of the month, we again sacrificed a goat to Devee ; and 
on the 2d of Phagoon (February 1834), Khusbeea, 
Dhunooa (at large,} Issureea (arrested,) set out on 
another expedition to the west ; three days after, I, 
Iryneea, my father-in-law, Hiinunchula, son of depo¬ 
nent, Setulla, Omedwa, Mehngooa, Dhunooa (arrest¬ 
ed), and Newla, proceeded to Umballab from Rutungurh, 
and joined them there ; from Umballa wo all set 
out leaving Issureea behind, and when we had got outside 
of the west gate, Issureea joined us with a traveller, who 
was on his way from Lucknow to Lahore, and we went 
on to a village one cose west (name not known) and 
thence to Mogul-ka-suraee, where we encamped with 
the traveller. Six glumes before daylight we set out 
from this place, and about cose distant from it we 
strangled him. Dhunooa (at large) was the Bhurtote on 
this occasion. 

Issureea, Dhunooa, Omedwa, Khusheea and Seetula, 
acted as Guthaees and Lughaees, and Otnedha was a 
Belbaee also; we got from him 1 gold ear-ring worth 16 
rupees, 1 pair of silver bangles 14 rupees, 1 lotah, 
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I thalee, 1 white blanket, and some other cloths which 
were all divided between us ; his body was securely buried 
about 4 fields distant from the road. 

After this we proceeded to Sirhind and thence to 
Khanua, where we encamped near a well. While we were 
cooking' our dinner in the evening a Rajpoot traveller 
came up on his way from Lahore to Ryswara in Oudii, 
and we saw him near the well. Dhunooa (at large) acted 
as Sotbaee and won his confidence, and accompanied him 
to the village, and caused him to put up in one of the 
temples (Shewalla) near the east gate, and returned to ns. 
We all, after taking our dinner, removed to the same 
place where the traveller had been lodged. Six gbiyies 
before daylight we set out with the traveller, and leaving 
the high road we proceeded by a bye path to the south, 
and when we had gone on about a cose from the village 
we seized him as he went along and strangled him. .Dhu¬ 
nooa was the Bburtote at this murder. 

Issureea, Khusheea, Seetula, Omedwa, and Dhunooa 
(arrested,) acted as Guthaees and Lnghaees, and his 
body was securely buried in a field, about tour fields 
distant from the place. We got from him 13 rupees, 
(Raja Sahee) 1 lotab, 1 thalee, 1 towah, and some other 
cloths, which we divided between us—but I do not recol¬ 
lect who got these articles. 

Alter this affair we proceeded to Umritser, which place 
we reached in eight days; we passed two nights in that 
town, and then set out on our return, and in two days wo 
reached a village, whose name is not remembered, about 
12 or 14 cose from Umritser east, and encamped near 
the outer gate at the Chubootra. While we were cooking 
our dinner a Musulman traveller came up, on his way 
from Mooltan to Byswara in Lucknow. Seetula acted as 
Sotbaee, and won his confidence. He put up with us, and 
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about one watch before daylight, we set out with him, 
and about a cose from the place where we bad encamped, 
we strangled him. Dhunooa (at large) was the Bburtote, 
Omedwa acted as Belhae, Issureea and Dhunooa (arrest¬ 
ed,) Seetula and Khusheea, also Omedwa acted as 
Gutbaees and Lughaees—bis body was buried about six; 
fields south from the road securely in a hollow. We got 
from him 50 rupees, (Raja Sahee) 1 copper rikabee aud 
some other cloths, which we divided between us. 

After this, we proceeded to a village about two cose 
distant from the place, where we hud committed the above 
murder, and while we were sitting and smoking, two 
travellers came up on their way from Lahore to Seetapoor, 
and sat down near us to smoke their hookas. In conse¬ 
quence of a heavy storm we rested there about a watch, 
and then proceeded to a village about 3 cose distant, 
(name not known,) where we lodged in a chowpar (a 
public place at a village) with travellers.. One watch 
before daylight we set out from this village with the 
travellers, left the high road and proceeded by a bye path, 
and when we had got on about a cose we strangled them. 

Dhunooa and iNewla were the Bburtotes, Issureea, 
Dhunooa (arrested,) Omedwa, Khusheea and Setula acted 
as Lughaees and Gutbaees; Omedwa acted as Belhae also ; 
we buried their bodies about 4 fields from the place 
where we had murdered them, securely. We got from 
them 21 rupees in cash, ol which 10 Lucknow currency, 
9 Kuldar and 2 copper rupees, 1 brass lotah, 1 tlialee, 1 
white blanket, 1 old rajaee, (quilt), 1 towa, 1 silk doputta, 
and two cords for drawing water from the well; after this 
in the month of Jeth (May .1834) we returned to our new 
abodes at Rutungurb. 

1 he articles we obtained in the above affairs were thus 
distributed ;— 
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1 tusla to Omedwa for Tilbaee, (Omedwa s wile) mort¬ 
gaged to a Bunyah in the Loodhiana bazar for 10 arnias, 
while we were in custody under Maharaja Runjet Sings 
sepabees, 1 lotah to ditto, Omedwa s wife got, 1 ditto large 
and a thalee to Dhunooa,— these articles Chutter Zemin¬ 
dar of Kureea seized from Dhunooa, when he was arrested. 

1 Blanket to Dhunooa, be sold this to Ruttuu Chewdree 
near Rutungurli. 

1 silk doputta to Seetula,—this was sold to Boodh Singh 
Jaut of Rutungurb. 

1 woollen red cbudder, this (a sheet) was given to the 
manager of Rutung'urh in lieu of the land rent for 8 
rupees. 

In the beginning of Bysakb of the present year, (April 
1834) Iryneea went to the Doab and promised to return 
back on the 2nd Jetli ; after waiting some days beyond 
the time we conjectured that, he had been seized, ami 
alarmed, we quitted Rutungurh. We remained for six 
days in the neighbourhood of Karoo Chetr (Thunesur), 7 
or'8 days at Kuthree in Golab Singh’s territory. A 
«r U ard with approvers came to Shahabad, and about | 
watch after sun-rise one morning we heard two men, 
residents of Rutungurh, talking with the people of 
Kuthree, and stating that some Thugs bud come to 
Shahabad for the purpose of securing the Poorbeea 
Koormies (this was what we were called in the village) 
who bad lately resided at Rutungurh—when we heard 
this we left Kuthree and proceeded by Kythul to Dhurum 
Kote—tlieuce to Kureeal, where we again settled and 
cultivated some lands. W e conjectured that the approv¬ 
ers would come as far as Loodhiana and not beyond ; 
and we intended to move further ou in the direction of 
Lahore and Umritser. 
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The deponent states the particulars of Ram Sing A beer 
of Rutimgurh. 

In the month of Magh (January 1834) when 10 days of 
the month had passed, I, Issureea and Dhunooa(arrested.) 
went out to the jungle for wood. A Hindoo traveller 
came up on bis way from Lahore to the east. We three, 
together with Ram Sing and Kull^a, his son, followed the 
traveller, and strangled him near a village in the jungle 
about 5 cose east from Kooroo Chetr (Thunesur) Ram 
Sing Aheer was the Bhurtote at this murder. Kulloo 
Issureea and Dhunooa acted as Lnghaees and Guthaees. 
His body was buried in the Dhak Jungle (commonly 
called Pullass) about4fields north from the road, securely. 
This place is about a cose east from the village whose 
name not remembered. We got from him 17 rupees and 
1 iron weight of 2 seers, 1 do. of 1 seer, 1 lotah, and some 
old clothes which were divided between us. The towah 
and lotah are now with Ram Sing. Except this Ram 
Sing was in no other affair with us, but I well know him 
to be a Thug'—he used to follow Kurboree Ramkishen 
Mutbolee of Behareeapore on Thuggee; when Mr. Parry 
the Magistrate of Etawah, gave orders to seize the Thugs, 
he ran off from his home, and for several years he resided 
in the neighbourhood of Gwalior, and afterwards at 
Rutnngurh. Since he left home, this was the first time that 
we had met him ; Chunduna is not a Thug—we had 
brought him for the purpose of purchasing some bullocks 
for our homes. 
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APPENDIX A 2. 


GANG OF THUGS APPREHENDED AT 
JVJ A S ULIP AT AM, 


To W. H. MACNAG1TFEN, Esquihe, 

Secretary to the Govt, of India, 

Fort William * 

Sir, 

I liave the honor to submit for the 
information of the Right Honorable the Governor Gene¬ 
ral of India in Council, the copy of a letter to my address 
from the Magistrate of Guntoor in the Presidency of 
Madras, together with copies of the enclosures to which 
it gave cover, detailing his success in tracing auu a PP re 
Lending a gang of Thugs residing in the Masulipatam 
district, on the high roacl from Hyderabad to Masu >pa- 
tarn, intelligence of whose abode had been obtained from 
the confessions of approvers before me at H«go ee. 

2. From the depositions taken before the Magistrate 
at Guntoor, it appears that this gang ofThugs has been 

established in the Masulipatam district for several years, 

apparently with the cognizance of the Zameendars of the 
villages where they resided, who though aware of their 
bad characters, and the arrest of some members ot the 
confideracy at Guntoor under most suspicious circum¬ 
stances, have considered it prudent to conceal the fact 
from the Magistrate of Masulipatam. 

3. In the mouth of September last I applied, at Cap¬ 
tain* Sleeman’s suggestion, to the then Magistrate of 
Masulipatam, to ascertain if any Thugs had been arrested 
at Ellore, as we had reason to suppose they had been, 
and in his reply he informs me that not a single individual 
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of the description alluded to in my letter had been taken 
in his district for years. 

4. I mention this circumstance with reference to 
Captain Sleeman’s despatch to you of the 21st September 
last, enclosing copy of one to the address of the Chiet 
Secretary to the Madras Government, wherein he points 
out the good effect attendant upon the transmission to me 
of a gang of Thugs arrested by the Joint Magistrate of 
Hoobiy, in the Southern Mahratta country. I conceive 
that more good will result from the gang now seized at 
Guntoor being made over to one of the Officers employed 
in this department, than from any measures that the local 
authorities at the place of arrest can adopt for inducing 
them to confess. If they are detained at Guntoor, but a 
partial disclosure of their crimes can be expected from 
them ; while on the contrary there is every reason to 
believe, that when the prisoners are confronted with the 
approvers at Hyderabad, many of them will be induced 
to come forward willingly to assist us with the informa- 
tion in their possession. 

5. 1 have accordingly thought it necessary to apply 

to the Madras Government to issue instructions to the 
Magistrate of Guntoor for the despatch of the prisoners 
to Hydrabad, and I beg leave to attach the copy of a 
letter I have addressed to the Chief Secretary to that 
Government on this subject; a measure which I trust 
will meet with the sanction of His Lordship in Council. 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obdt. Servant, 

P. A. REYNOLDS, 

Qffig* General Supt> 

Genl. SuptJs Office , \ 

Jubulpore , the 2d May , 1836. j 
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Copy. 

No. 32. 

To CAPTAIN REYNOLDS, 

Superintendent in the Thuggee Dept., 

Hingolee. 

Sir, 

As in the orders of this Govern¬ 
ment which accompanied the copies of the papers receiv¬ 
ed from you regarding the existence of Thugs in the 
district of Masulipatam, the Magistrates of this Presiden¬ 
cy are directed to communicate with you on subjects 
which relate to your department, I have now the honor 
to inform you that by following up the traces afforded by 
the depositions taken by you I have a-t last succeeded in 
tracing and apprehending a gang of Thugs, who were re¬ 
siding ia the Masulipatam district, on the high road troin 
Masulipatam to Hydrabad. The Jemadar with 14 fol 
lowers was residing at Tooreeapaileru, a hamlet of Moo 
neegalla ; 5 others at Kistnapooram, a hamlet of Auk pa- , 
umoolah in that neighbourhood ; and 4 others, including 
the two sons of Sheikh Hommed, Jemadar, were living in 
the town of Ellore. I have since apprehended another of 
the gang while crossing the river Kistnab into this district, 
so that the total number now seized amounts to 25, who 
with one or two exceptions, are professed Thugs. 

The depositions given before me and of which I now for¬ 
ward translations, seem clearly to prove that these people 
form part of the gangs, under the Jemadars Emaum Sahib 
alias Chabriah Emaum and Sheikh Ahmed, mentioned in 
the deposition of Myan Khan alias Lingooteea, given 
before you in October last. Emaum Sahib is now appre¬ 
hended and Sheikh Ahmed or Sheikh Homed, it appears, 
died very lately, but his two sons are now seized. 
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The Jemadar Hoonooryah, the brother of Emaum 
Sahib, appears to have left this part of the country about 
the time of the famine, and to have gone Southward where 
he has probably been joined by many of Sheikh Ahmed’s 
followers, as their numbers in these parts are said to have 
decreased considerably within the last few years, and I 
believe I have succeeded in appending nearly all those 
DOW residing in this neighbourhood. The depositions do 
not contain much information beyond the proving the pri¬ 
soners to be Phansigars, but I send them in the hopes that 
you may perhaps be enabled to identify the murders men¬ 
tioned therein with some of those confessed before you. 
I also send a descriptive roll of the prisoners which may 
probably enable some of your approvers to recognize them. 

I have little doubt but that these people can give im¬ 
portant information regarding the Thugs now residing in 
other parts of the territories under this Presidency, and as 
the only means of obtaining this I have written to 
Government to bo allowed to admit some of their number 
as approvers. In the mean while 1 should be obliged by 
vour letting me know whether you are possessed ol any 
information by which you could bring their guilt home to 
them independent of their confessions. I should also feel 
thankful if you could give me any intelligence as to the 
measures pursued by you in order to cionvict this class of 
criminals, and also for any directions as to managing them 
which your experience may enable you to suggest. 

I have, &e. &c. 

(Signed) A. MATHESQN, 

Head Assistant Magistrate. 

Guntoor, Magistrate’s Office, the lli/t April, 1836. 

(True Copy) 

(Signed) P. A. REYNOLDS, 

Officiating Genl. SujjI. 
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Avvaroo Gopalroydoo , son of Appicih, of the Brdmny 
caste , Vystnava religion , by profession Cur mini , 

28 years , emrf inhabitant of Atloor , attached to the 
Joodjoor Furyanahy in the Zillah of MctsuHpaiam , 
behiff sworn on Tuesday the 4kth , decreasing moon of 
Chaitrum , year Doormookhee, corresponding with the 
oik April 1836, £/ee following deposition : 


Q 4 _What do you know regarding the Moormen seized 

and brought by Shaik Baday, the Cutwai of Guotoor, from 
the villages of Moon gal, See. appertaining to the zillah ot 
Masulipatam, and what are you given to understand con¬ 
cerning their circumstances ? 


A* _About 8 years ago the Moormen named Pedda 

Eraam Saheb, Pedda Phakeer Sahib, Sheikh Mohamad. 
Chinna Phakeerab, Chinna Emam Saheb, Mooshkeel, 
Madaur Sahib, his three sous named Goolani Sahib, 
Khausim and Etnaum, and another Madaur .Sahib, and 
Mohadeen Sahib, together with their families came to 
reside in the village of Chetta Aunavunun, from Gmlda- 
madoogoo, appertaining to the purganah of Mylaverum, 
in the zemindary of Sooranany war. X cannot, positively 
tell whence they first came to Guddamadoogoo ; but there 
is a report that they belonged to the western country and 
that they bad come from thence, that is from Cuddapah, 
Sco. 1 am the Merassee Curnom of Chetta Annaverum, 
where they had come (to reside), and Alloor. For about 
8 or 10 years past I myself am carrying on the duties of 
Curnum of those two villages; after they came to Chetta 
Annavarum they used to keep one or two ploughs each 
and cultivate the Jeroyety lands. They have never tilled 
themselves, but have been accustomed to carry on the 
cultivation through the means oX coolies and servants 
of their caste; the names oi'Pedda Ematn Sahib, Fakeer 
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Sahib and Shaik Mohomud have been entered in the 
Circars* accounts. Ever since they arrived at my 
village the men used to say that they had caused clothes 
to be woven at Mungalagirry, Cheerala, Parala and other 
places, and just before the commencement of hot-weather 
after the monsoon, that is from the months ot Maukhum 
and Phaulgoonum, they used to prepare themselves tor 
a journey, saying that they would export and sell the 
clothes in other countries, viz. Chittoor and other 
Southern districts, as well as in those of Rajamimdry, &,c. 
and set out with one or' two horses and bullocks. One 
or two of the men used to take their females with thorn. 
Afterwards by report it was understood that they had not 
gone for trade. It was also reported that while they would 
pretend to go to one country they would go to another; 
that is when they said that they would go to the southern 
country they went northward, and when they said they 
would go to northern country they probably went west¬ 
ward. These people used to return after 4, 3, or 6 
months, and arrive in the village at some hour or other 
of the night. On their return they were usually accom¬ 
panied by more horses and bullocks with loads than at 
their departure, containing tuppalas, chimboos or brass 
vessels, arms, gold thread, cloths, Sec,, which being 
generally in use among them, were seen by me. The 
cloths appeared to have come from distant countries and 
were most valuable. When asked whence they brought 
them, they would mention the names of foreign cities, 
and say that they had purchased them there. I was 
given to understand that all the articles brought by them 
were divided between themselves after they had returned. 
Whenever quarrels arose between themselves in dividing 
the property, the persons of the neighbouring villages' 
used to hear and inform me of it. Every day they used 


to spend 3 or 4 rupees, and drink much toddy and 
liquor, and eat flesh every day ; they are also much 
addicted to chewing betel and betel-nuts. They had 
every kind of dress peculiar to different countries* See¬ 
ing 1 their expenditure, I thought that they must have 
brought a good deal of money which they expended. 
From the above circumstance it would not appear that 
they had acquired their wealth either by traffic or any 
other legal means whatever. It is reported that these 
people are Phaseegars, and that under pretence of going 
to different countries for the purpose of carryingon trade, 
they used to go and kill the travellers on the roads and 
seize the property which was found with them. Their 
people have never connected themselves with the Moor¬ 
men who inhabit this country for a long time. They 
marry among themselves. It was usual for 5 or 1$ 
persons to come at once to their houses from the western 
districts and to return again after having remained there 
5 or 10 days, but this was a rare occurrence. J‘ eir 
arrival was concealed, and it was not known whence t icy 
came. When they were asked who these people were, 
they used to say they are our relations. " One is my elder 
sister’s son. One is my younger sister’s son, &c. Ihey 
have come from Chittoor and thereabouts.” Our ances¬ 
tors used to reside at Chittoor and thereabouts. They 
usually spoke in Moor language. They can all generally 
converse in Tamil and Canarese. They can speak 
better Tamil than Taloogoo. They lived in Chetta 
Annavaram which is my Merassee village, for 3 or 4 
years in this manner. I understand that during their stay 
there, it is 5 years since some of them assembled together 
and joined with those that resided at Guddamadoogoo, 
and that they all, 10 or 14 in number, (whose names 
are not known), sot off in the month ol Maukhum 
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(January) and entered the Guntoor zillah, having’ crossed 
the river Kistna at Bezoara; that at that time the 
females of the Sepoys of the battalions garrisoned in 
the Northern Districts, as well as in some under the 
Bengal presidency, carrying with them such sums as they 
had received from their husbands, had on their way to 
the places of their residence in the Southern Districts 
met the said gang and arrived at Guntoor, and they (the 
Phaseegars) put up in one Moor Choultry and the 
females in another ; that some of the Fukeers, inhabitants 
of the town of Guntoor, having seen the Moormen 
(Phaseegars) had entertained suspicion against them and 
informed the then Cutwal, Shaik Luttief, of the same 
at the same hour of the night, who said that it was mid¬ 
night, that he would enquire in the morning, and that 
they (the Fukeers) should take care of them; that 
in the morning, upon enquiry, no traces either of the 
women or the Moormen remained; and that notwith¬ 
standing all the search that was made they had not been 
traced. At that time the Phaseegars, Eraam Sahib 
(who is called among themselves Jemadar), and Shaik 
Homud, (who is more than 50 years old and who is called 
amotig themselves Jemadar, and said to be the son of 
Dauvnlgee Jemadar), and one Em a in Sahib, (he is among 
the persons now seized by the Cutwal), son of Shaik 
Homud Jemadar ; these three persons had assembled the 
others (names unknown) and had gone (for some expedi¬ 
tion). The abovementioned Emam Sahib Jemadar is 
among the persons now seized by the Cutwal. I heard 
that Jemadar Shaik Homud had about 5 or 6months 
ago gone to Hydrabad in the Western country and died 
there. I understand that one or two months after the 
abovernentioned women and these persons had thus disap¬ 
peared from Guntoor, the Jemadar Shaik Homud, his 
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son Emam, who has been seized, a servant of oiai* 
Homud, (whose name is not known) and another Emam, 
had come to Gantoor; that while they put up m u 
Choultry, the Fukeers who had seen them before again 
recognized them and informed the Cutwal Shark Lut- 
tief of the same; that during the examination after 
they were seized, Shaik Homad, his son Emam and 
his servant remained, but the other called Emam had 
gone out with Chimboo and thus ran away ; and that 
the said three persons had been put in the GuntoorCat- 
wal’s Choultry, and that the following articles were found 
in the bag of the one wlm ran away, viz. a cocoanut 
shell used to put in tircboornum (the yellow mark stuff), 
one coomkooma bharena or box (holding woman’s mark 
stuff), one silk sikhabundoo or ribband used by ,-oodras 
in t ing their hair, a piece of steel wire of a span length 
ami one lead Hat. The said P^^ZI Z 
.hat they .We IM*** ■*-» “foHce N«kkala- 
fcad cnUlvotion thm, «.« *« ^ ^ 

pully Soobbarow , declare d that the cir 

On being asked regard ■ . VBtion in my villago 

cam stance of their bavo'ff^, ^ that village itself, 

w- true; consumed by fire, they 

and that then ne coss distant therefrom. In 

had resided at Jooujo , Cutwal’s Chonl- 

about 10 days they 1 ™ * 

try. I first ' ,0|U |jb ’ . tat they did not como 

Gantoor they worn tot at bbe ty , , wa5 

to my village either a ong to* and arrived at 

Guddanjadoogoo. p^nuired after his cultivation. 

came to Chuttnrmavarun and enured alter 

oa , . „.„,i „„ t0 the others as tollows. Iieie 
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Ton must not remain in my villageand I positively 
told them that they mast entirely go away; and they 
accordingly left the village and went away to different 
places; but l did not know whither they had gone. At 
this time the famine happened. I understood the year after 
the famine had ceased, that some of them had settled in 
Naroyanagoodem or Toorakapallem, a hamlet of Moona- 
gola ; some in Croostnayapallem, a hamlet of Aukoopau- 
moola, and some in Ellore and Seetummapetta. 1 under¬ 
stand that about 6 years ago while they were all residing 
in my village, the parties of the Jemadars Emam Sahib 
and Shaik Homud had at one time left my village and 
met two Chetties, merchants of Madras, and Can very 
man at a place called Yeedoolakoonlah, near Ellore ; 
that the Phaseegars had killed them and robbed them 
of their property ; that at the time of their killidg them one 
of the gang named Ally Sahib had found a bag of ushera- 
fees or gold tnoburs tied round the waist of one of the three, 
valued at about 600 rupees, and had seized it without 
being perceived by the other Phaseegars ; and that they 
had quarrelled afterwards among themselves, in conse¬ 
quence of his having taken it without giving a share to 
the others. Ally Sahib is not seized now, but the per¬ 
sons who had quarrelled with him regarding the said 
mohurs, are now seized by the Cutwal. These Pliasee- 
gars gave two most valuable rings called Buttany Woon- 
garutns, set with diamonds, which were stolen from the 
said merchants, to Poottoombanka Venkiah, of the Cumma 
caste, an inhabitant of Dauchavarum, on some account or 
other. 1 he said Venkiah gave the said two rings to two 
banians named Somah Venkatasem and Pamedemurry 
Juggiab, inhabitants of Joodjoor, as he had no ready money 
to pay, in liquidation of the 600 rupees he had borrowed 
from them and took back bis bonds. As the proceeding 
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of giving the rings to the said banians and os receiving 
the bonds from them passed in my presence I am aware 
of it, I saw those rings, even now I can identify them. 
Those rings are now in the house of Somah Venkataseni, 
4 or 5 pairs of Benaurs Kundwas, or upper cloths of red 
colour, valued at rupees 100 or 150, having been found 


with these merchants who were killed. Venkaframa 
Gopaula Jagutmadharow, Zemindar oi Calavakolloo on 
that district, was informed of it, and knowing that these 
people in my village were Phaseegars, sent on his behalf 
one Mauderanze Lutcbemenuroo, inhabitant of Joodjoor, 
who came and having threatened them caused the said 
Benaurs Kundwas to be conveyed away* I did not dis¬ 
tinctly see the Kundwas, but saw the bundle being taken 
away. About one year after the case of the haaiaus had 
taken place, that is, 5 years ago, a merchant came with 
horses to sell, and after selling- some, I understand that one 
horse having remained with him unsold, be had . p*' * 

that the Zemindar, the said Venkata Gopaul Jagiwnadlia 
row at Joodjoor, would perhaps buy the horse, as it was 
the time of celebrating- his marriage, and that as the 
merchant was going from Mylanerum, on his way to 
Joodjoor, through the pass called Canaya Gandy, he met 
the Phaseegars named Madaur Sahib and Hyder Khawn 
of Guddamadoogoo, where they asked each other then- 
destination ; that one of them named Hyder Khawn had 
then said to the merchant that be would go to Hydrabad ; 
that the merchant had said he also would go if the horse 

was not purchased at Joodjoor ; that one of the Phasee- 

gars (I know not which), had followed the merchant to 
Joodjoor ; that the other thiuking that it would occasion 
delay if he should go to Guddamadoogoo where his party 
then resided and bring the Phaseegars belonging to that, 
pan-, had taken the Phaseegars who then resided at 
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Chuttamsa varum, (now seized) and met tlie said merchant 
am! the Phaseegars who accompanied him, in the tope or 
grflVe of the village Keesara, from which time no trace 
of the merchant remained, and that the Phaseegars had 
then taken away the horse and sold it. at Hyderabad or 
thereabouts. A small horse belonging to the said mer¬ 
chant, had been kept by Madar Sahib, who is now in 
custody ; but I was told by him after he was seized 
that horse had died one year back. I was giveu to under¬ 
stand that these Phaseegars had found with the mer¬ 
chant an umbrella, a knife, and some rupees, being the 
proceeds of the sale of some of his horses. The said 
knife and umbrella were given to Guddamadoogoo 
Veyenna, the Cornum of Guddamadoogoo, by the Pha¬ 
seegars, and the said Veyenna gave that knife and um¬ 
brella to his brother-in-law Avva Venkalaratrum. They 
are now in his possession. I saw them with him. In 
consequence of their having committed these acts while 
iri ray Merassee village Chittannavarum, I drove them 
from thence, considering that they must not remain there. 
Thinkiug that it would be of no use if I informed the 
Zemindar as he is aware of these circumstances, and 
fearing lest trouble would corno upon me in the event of 
their not being visited with punishment on my having 
informed the authorities of these circumstauces, I had 
never informed hitherto. As you have now taken active 
measures regarding them I have represented what has 
passed. 

(Signed) GOPAULROYDQO. 

Sworn before me this 5th April, 1836, 

(Signed) A. S. MATHESOAT, 

Head Assist. Magistrate in Charge. 
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The Witness is re-examined on Oath on the Bth Aprd, 

1836, corresponding with Friday, the f th decreasing 

Moon of the month of Chaitrum, year Doormookhy. 

Q._In your former deposition you spoke as if you 

could recognize the Phaseegars. Look at the persons 
now seized and brought before me, and state under whom 
each of them serve and what are their names ? 

A._No. 1. Emam Saheb alias Mohoddeen Sabeb. 

inhabitant of Narraingoodem. He is the same who for¬ 
merly lived at Chuttanavaram, The Phaseegars among 
themselves called him Jemadar. 

No. 2. Chinna 'Emam Saheb, of Kistuapooram, a 
hamlet of Akoopaumoolah. He formerly resided at 
Chuttanavaram, and he is the brother ot Mooshkil. 

No. 3. Nephew of Emam Saheb, or the son of his 
sister. His present residence is at Kistnapooram. He 
formerly resided at Chuttanavaram, then he was called 
Emam Saheb, but I understand that he is now called by 

another name which I do not know. . 

No. 4. Sydah, inhabitant of Narraingoodem. t. a 
formerly lived ot Chuttanavaram. He is nephew am 
son-in-law of Emam Saheb Jemadar, and he is the son ol 
Pedda Pakeer Saheb. 

No. 5. Emam Sabeb, inhabitant of Narraingoodem. 
He formerly resided at, Chuttanavaram. He is the son 
of Madaur Saheb No. 8. Tie had two brothers. One 
of them is dead. The name of the other is Khasim. He 
is the son-in-law of Emam Saheb Jemadar. I under¬ 
stand that he has lately gone southward with his wife. 

No. 6. Chinna Pakeerah, inhabitant of Narraingoo¬ 
dem. He formerly lived at Chuttanavaram. I under¬ 
stand he subsequently bore another name which I do not 
know. 
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No. 7. Hussain Sabeb, inhabitant of Narraingoodem. 
He formerly lived at Chuttanavaram. He is the bro¬ 


ther of Goodoo. 

No 8. Madar Sabeb, inhabitant of Narramgoodem, 
formerly Chuttanavaram. He is the lather of Emam 

Sabeb No. 5, . . ... . 

No 9 PeddaF&keer Saheb alias Hassain, mbab an 

Of Narraingoodem, formerly Chuttanavaram. Be is 
the father of Sydah No. 4. These eight men used to 
remain under the command of Emam Saheb Jemadar. 

No. 10. Emam Saheb is the eldest-son of Shaik 
Homed Jemadar who is dead, and inhabitant of Ellore, 
formerly Chuttanavaram. He was formerly seized to¬ 
gether with the said Shaik Homed Jemadar at Guntoor. 

No. 11. Brother of Emam No. 10. His name is 
Caujee. 

No. 12. Hvder Khan, inhabitant of Seetumraapettah. 
He formerly lived at Broogubnnda. He is a follower of 


Shaik Homed Jemadar. 

No. 13. I do not know his name. His present resi¬ 
dence is at Kistnapooram. He formerly resided at 
Broogubunda. He is a follower of Shaik Homed Jemadar. 

No. 14. I do not know his name. He lived in the 
Louse of Shaik Homed Jemadar. He is taken into 
their caste. 

No. 15. I do not know his name. He lived in the 
house of Chinna Emam Saheb, No. 2, at Kistnapooram. 

No. 16. I do not know his name. He is the brother- 
in-law of Chinna Pakeera No. 6. He is a follower of 
Emam Saheb Jemadar. 

No. 17. I have never seen him. 

No. 18. He is also a stranger. 1 had never seen him. 

No. 19. Madar Saheb, inhabitant of Narraingoodem. 
He formerly lived at Chuttanavaram. He bears a 
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second name, but I do not recollect it. He is a follower 
of the deceased Shaik Homed Jemadar. At the time 
of the marriage of the Zemindar of Joodjoor, ketitst 
met the horse merchants at the pass ol Couoyagundy. 
He formerly lived at Chuttanavaram. 

No. 20. Mooshkil, inhabitant of Kistnapooram. He 
is a follower of Emam Saheb Jemadar. He formerly 
resided at Chuttanavaram. 

No. 21. Gavvala Veeradoo. He lived in the house 
of Emam Saheb Jemadar. He merely cultivates and 
never used to go out with them. Even at the time of 
their residing at Chuttanavaram he was with them. 

No. 22. Hussain Khan, inhabitant of Narraingoodem. 
Hejs one of the party of Emam Subeb Jemadar. He 
formerly lived at Chuttanavaram. 

No. 23. I do not know him. 

No. 24. Goodoo, inhabitant of Narraingoodem. He 
belongs to Emam Saheb Jemadar. He fo.m~r!y 
ed at Chuttanavaram. 

(Signed) GOPAff.ROrnOO. 
Sworn to before vie , the 8th April, 1836, 

(Signed) A. S. MATHESON. 

Head Assist. Magistrate in Charge. 

(True Translation,) 1 

(Signed) A. S. MAMESON. 

Head Assist. Magistrate in Charge. 

(True Copy,) 

P. A. REYNOLDS, 

Offig . General Supt » 



Deposition given by Rahamoo residing at Tooracagoo- 
dem, a Hamlet under Mooneegallah in the Zillah of 
Masulipatam; father's name Shaik Hussain, cast Moor, 
religion Sheik, aye about 25 years. Dated 6th April 
1836, corresponding with Wednesday, the 5lh decreas¬ 
ing Moon, the month of Chaitrnrn, year Doonnetky. 


A.—I was about 4 years old at the time of my father’s 
death ; when I was 6 months old my mother died; 1 do 
not know my mother’s name. As long as my father was 
alive, I resided in a hut in the Khausymeyah* bazar at 
Hydrabad, after my father’s death I remained thereabout 
8 days, when I left the house and earned my livelihood 
by begging. I have neither maternal nor paternal rela¬ 
tions ; till 1 was about 10 years old I earned my livelihood 
by begging alms at Hydrabad, whence I set out with a 
view to live in the eastern country. When leaving Hydra¬ 
bad I met with three Soodra people, with a female child, 
conveying (brass) tumballs, pots, boxes, dec., belonging 
to two Moguls, to Bunder, on four horses for hire. I 
used to take care of their horses when they halted and 
do other work ; the Soodra people gave me rice, I came 
as far as Cunchecachula village with them, when the 
above Moguls desired me to attend on them, but the 
Soodra people told me that “ if you attend on them there 
will he some trouble to you and you should not serve 
under them.” I was afraid and left their company at 
Cunchecachula, and from thence I went to Chuttoo An- 
navarum, two and half cose distant from it, where l met 
Mohodeen Saib, alias Emaum Saib, who is called a 
Jemadar; he told me that 1 should remain under him to 
look after his affairs, that in the event of my attending 
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on them (him) for about 10 years, they would perform my 
marriage ceremony, and that they would give me lice , 1 
accordingly remained in their house, conducting their 
cultivating affairs, and taking- my food there. After re¬ 
maining about one year, or about 5 or 6 years ago, the 
above Mohodeen Saib Jemadar and others ; viz. 

Moosbkil, . Present. 

IIis elder brother Emaum Shaw,.*• Do. 

Causseem Saib.—About two months ago he went as 
he said to see his relations somewhere towards Madras, 
but 1 do not know where they reside. His father’s name 
is Madar Saib, now present, but be did not come on this 
expedition. 

His younger brother Emaum Saib, ...... Present. 

Fakeer Saib, ..... 

Syed Hussain alias Pedda Fakeer Saib, Do. 

His son Syed Kbausim alias Syedam, ... Do. 

Madar Saib, ...—* 

Hussain Saib,.... °" 

His younger brother Goodee Saib,...... 

Hussain Meeyab alias Khadar Hussain, Do. 
and myself went—'thirteen men in number .including Je¬ 
madar— -to northern country. Mohodeen Saib Jemadar sa d 
that we must go to Chicacole and purchase cloths ; be col¬ 
lected all the men and carried me too ; seven of us including 
Jemadar and myself went in advance, the remaining s,x 
men came after at a day’s journey apart. Mohodeen 
Saib Jemadar rode a horse, so we went on, some in 
advance and some behind, byway of Eilore and Sane- 
vaurapett to a Coon tab or small tank situated on the 
other side or north of Eilore, where there are a number 
of Date trees ; there was water in it; two Moormen came 
and joined us when we were eating our dinner; they were 
asked from whence they were coming; they answered 
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that they were coming from Hyderabad and were 
going to Cbicacole ; they asked ns whence we came ; 
we answered that we were coming from Coridapully, 
and were going to purchase cloths. Qui second party 
remained behind, and we together with the above two 
Moormen set out from thence and proceeded as far 
as the Godavary (river), travelling for about four days 
in company with the above Moormen; when we reached 
the Godavary it was almost sun-set; Mohodeen feaib 
Jemadar alighted from his horse near the bank of 
the Godavary, and as the second party being six in 
number joined us in the morning of the same day, he 
went down into the bed of the Godavary with ten men 
and the above two Moosalmen, going slowly ; it began to 
grow dark ; Godu Saib and myself were staying behind ; 
the Jemadar’s horse was left with me, and Godu Saib sat 
down for a certain purpose, when I told him that our 
party had advanced and that we most go on; he delayed 
and answered that they would return here; Mohodeen Saib 
Jemadar descended the bank of the Godavary with 
the remaining ten men together with the above two 
Moosalmen, and went as far as the edge of the water, 
when they all sat down. One Mooshkill and one Khaus- 
seem (who is at large) twisted their C ausycoc aloojor 
sash girdles, threw them round the travellers necks, 
when the remaining people fell upon them and killed 
them. They said they threw their bodies into the 
Godavary ; one traveller bad a dagger, and the other a 
sword with a black handle. There was found a bundle 
containing rupees, two Loongies, two Puncha cloths 
bordered with red thread, three jackets, two Talagoodda- 
loo or pieces of head cloths, and one turband, one thread 
carpet, and one cutnbly, which they brought with them ; 
one of the above two travellers was then middle aged. 
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arid neither tall nor short, and brown colour; the other 
was yellow, short, and fat; they appeared to be inhabitants 
of Hydrabad country. After they were killed, our party 
took the above things and parcel of money, and we all 
came to a tamarind tope situated near Cauvoor, on the 
bank of Godavary, where we slept, and the next day we 
remained there. I went for grass for the horse, and before 
1 returned the rupees were divided; they told me that 
six rupees had come to each share, 1 being a slave ot 
Mohoddeen Sail), he, the Jemadar, might have taken my 
share himself, but be did not say so to me; out of the 
cloths, one Loongy was put on by the Jemadar, the 
remaining cloths were kept in a bundle; the dagger, 
including handle, was about one cubit long, and I saw it 
with Fakeer Saib ; the sword with black handle called 
Choory, was less than one cubit long, it was left with 
Mooshkili; Gooda Saib and myself were told to go away 
to Chutta Annavaram in front, so we went on. A te 
eight days the other 11 men, including Jemadar, a,rive 
at Chutta Annavaram ; this took place after the teas 
Shub-e-barat (in November) was over, which we perform¬ 
ed, and then quitted home three or four days afterwards 
and returned prior to the Rumzan month, after this affair 
had been committed ; these men are in the habit of going 
now and then on similar expeditions to Hydrabad and 
those parts. A short time ago or about a month after the 
last Mohorrum feast, nine men of the abovementioned 
.rano, headed by Syed Hussain, who was appointed Jema¬ 
dar by Emam Saib, set out from home; they said they 
would go to Hydrabad, but 1 know not whither they 
went; they returned to the village after two months, 
passing by Faraukutgoodem, which is situated on tho 
south of Toorakagoodeni, 
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After the two Moossulmen were killed as abovemen- 
tioned near Rajahmundry, I returned and remained for a 
few days in the house of Mohoddeen Saib, but disliking 1 
the hard work under them, when the 12th Battalion was 
proceeding from Vizayanagnr to Jaulnah, I went with it 
and was employed to drive the wood bandies there, at 
one time for Mahommed Saib Jemadar of oth Company 
of Martin Battalion, and afterwards I used to drive 
bandies of straw for Ilnngapah, Subedar Major in the 
above 5th Company ; the Martin Battalion having come 
to Hydrabad from Jaulnab, I accompanied Emaum Saib, 
snuff shop keeper in the same Battalion, and 1 remained 
for some days at Hydrabad ; up to that time a year and 
a half had expired, when I repaired to the eastern 
country, Mohoddeen Saib who was sitting near the 
Chowky at Moonagal, saw and called me, and desired 
me to serve under him. I agreed, remained and 
came to Nnraingoodeem or Tooreapollem, a hamlet 
under Moonagal, along with him; when I asked why 
they had come from Chutta Annavaram, he answered 
that prior to the famine, gang robbers had come and set 
fire to their houses, consequently they left that part, and 
that some had come to Tooreapollem, some to Kistna- 
poorum, and that Sheikh Hommed Jemadar had gone to 
Ellore. I accompanied them in one instance only, when 
the two Moossulmen were killed, but never again. I 
entered into their house for rice, which was given. 1 ate, 
and carried on their cultivation as they desired. I do not 
know more than this; these men who are residing at 
Tooracapollem, as well as those at Kistnapoorum and 
Ellore, are all called Phaseegars ; their fathers and grand¬ 
fathers were successively Phaseegars; they formerly 
resided in the Goolbnrga country, as 1 heard now and 
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then when they were speaking' among themselves; of 
those now apprehended and brought by the Cutwall, with 
the exception of four, the remainder are all Phaseegars ; the 
four excepted are, one arrack seller from the northern 
districts, his name is Veeradoo, and he is employed as 
husbandman by Mobooddeen Sail); one Bahadur Khan 
Moorman, came newly from Soonnumpaud last year, and 
set up a Punjab, and ever since he is living under their 
protection. Chunderlapauty Shaik Hussain came last 
year as a beggar and is doing cultivating business under 
Goodee Saib for his subsistence; Mudar Sahib came from 
Gungereddypollem, he is Bahadoor Saib’s brother-in-law; 
the above four men are not Phaseegars, bat the remain¬ 
der are. I can tell their names if they appear before me. 
Besides these men, there was one who lived at Chutta 
Annavaram called Shaik Hummed Jemadar, he felt that 
place and settled at Ellore; during the festival oi last 
Mohurrum, he came to Tooreapollem and fell sick and 
died ; he was born of Reddy caste parents, and when a 
child was adopted by Damuljy Jemadar, and called 
Sheikh Hommed ; until his death he conducted the duties 
of Jemadar; be was above fifty years of age when he died ; 
his father Dauvuljy is said to reside somewhere about 
Seringapatam, as I heard from the said Phaseegars ; the 
Shaikh Hummed had two sons, one Jiniaum Saib, and 
Madar Saib; they are now among those apprehended and 
brought by the Cutwall. Of those residing formerly at 
Chntta Annavaram, all are now apprehended except four; 
they are followers of Sheikh Hommed Jemadar, and 
therefore went with him. Of these one Ally Saib is said 
to have gone to Goolburgah, where he has relations, the 
remaining three, Emaum Saib, Diogra Hussain Saib and 
Nussoo Khan are not apprehended; it is not known 
where they are. Besides this, Hussain Saib alias Hoo- 
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nooreya Saib Jemadar, the brother of Einaum Saib Jema¬ 
dar, who has been now apprehended, formerly resided at 
Gudda Madoogoo village, in the Milevaram Purganah, 
near Candapully, with four or five families of Phaseegars; 
they went away during famine to Madras or those parts, 
and I do not know where they are. One of them called 
Hussain Khan came to Tarakupollum before I returned 
there after my accompanying the Battalion ; this man, 
and two or three families of those under Hoonooreya 
resided formerly at Broogabunda, in the Guntoor Zillah. 
Hussain Khan had kept a woman called Mungnlah 
Bhaugy, resident of the same village, and proceeded from 
thence with the said Bhaugy to Ellore or thereabouts. 
Hussaiu Khan then got married, but left his wife and took 
Muugulah Bhaugy whom he knew at Broogubunda, to 
Kistnajfoorum. After we were brought here by the Cut- 
wall, the said Hussain Khan, (how he was apprehended 
I do not know) has been brought to Guntoor. His 
father-in-law who was formerly at Broogubunda, and who 
went to Ellore, by name Madar Saib, came lately to 
Tooreapollem and is now apprehended; he is Phaseegar 
under Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar. Myder Khan appre¬ 
hended at Seelummapetta, was also resident formerly at 
Broogubunda; the father-in-law of Emaiim Saib (son of 
Kallie Boodhee) who was apprehended at Tooracapollera, 
is said to keep a shop for selling salt, chillies, &c., in 
the Chittoor bazar, but his father-in-law’s name is 
unknown. 

When I first arrived at Cbutta Annavaram I used to 
hear Ally Saib, Bada Saib, Nussoo Khan, Emaam Saib, 
Hussain Saib, and one Dhagra Hussaiu Saib and Sheik 
Hommed Jemadar, quarelling among themselves regard¬ 
ing the circumstance of Ally Saib having in some expe¬ 
dition obtained a purse containing gold mohurs and 
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embezzled it himself, of which they considered themselves 
entitled to have a share. 

The brass booddy chemboo,* a tumball, which was 
seized in the house of Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar by the 
Cutwall and placed in the Choultry, was never seen by 
me formerly in Mohoddeen Slab’s house, but has been 
in use ever since they returned from the last expedition, 
which took place eight months ago, as abovementioned. 

I entered into service under these Phaseegars for sub¬ 
sistence, but I am not one of them; if the people of the 
said village are asked, it will be understood that 1 am 
employed as a servant in their house ; as I entered m 
their "bouse l was apprehended and brought here will 

them. . 

Q.—Hear the deposition given by J bu, read. ■ 

correct and as you stated ? 

A .—It is correct as T mention. 

Marked RAHAMOO. 

Given before me this Glh April 1836, 

(Signed) A. S. MATHESON 

Head Assist. Magistrate m Charge. 

, , • rp examined on the 8th April 1836, 

Fritoy the 7th decreasing n,o.„ «f 

C! ’a —Yo” r deelored that yea could recognize the Ph«« 
se “ars. Look at the men who have been brought he,ore 
mef state their respective names, distingn.sb.ng the Jem.- 

dar under whom each of them served. , 

A _The name of first person is Emamn Saih al.as 

Mohoddeen Saib, his place of residence » r " 0 ' ka S°" n 
iem He is the Jemadar. No. 2 Emanm Shaw, an 


• Apparently of Southern manufacture. 
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inhabitant of Kistnapoorum, and he was accustomed to go 
along with the said Jemadar. 

No. 3. Hussain Meya alias Khader Hussain, is an 
inhabitant of Kistnapoorum, and he was accustomed to 
go along with the said Jemadar. 

No. 4. Syed Kbasim alias Syedah, father’s name 
Syed Hussain, place of residence Toorcagoodem ; is the 
son-in-law of the above Jemadar. 

No. 5. Emaurn Sahib, father’s name Madar Saib, his 
place of residence is Toorcagoodem, and he is under the 
said Jemadar. 

No. 6. Fakeer Saib, an inhabitant of Toorcagoodem, 
is under the said Jemadar. 

No. 7. Hussain Saib, an inhabitant of Toorcagoodem, 
is the elder brother of Goodu Saib ; he is under the said 
Jemadar. 

No. 8. Madar Saib, an inhabitant of Toorcagoodem, 
is the father of Emaum Saib No. 5. His second son 
Khasim Saib went to some other country about two 
months ago. 

No. 9. Syed Hussain alias Pedda Pakeer Saib, is the 
father of Syed Khasiin No. 4, and inhabitant of Toorca¬ 
goodem. 

No. 10. Emaum Saib, son of Shaikllommed Jemadar, 
deceased, is an inhabitant of Ellore. The said Shaik 
Jlommed Jemadar is the son of Dauvuljy. 

No. 11. Madar Saib, younger brother of Emaum Saib, 
No. 10, is the 2d son of Sheik Hommed Jemadar. 

No. 12. Hyder Khan, is an inhabitant of Seetumma- 
pettah, who formerly resided at Broogubunda, and whence 
he removed his habitation 

No. 13. The name of this man is not known to me ; 
lie was an inhabitant of Kistnapoorum, and came there 
last year. 
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No. 14. The ««• « f tte is lg “ 8 ' 

*, he came along with the sons of Sheik Hemmed 
Jemadar. 

No. 15. The name of this man is Ramdoo, caste 
Comma, who came to Kistnapoorum to tend the cattle ut 
Emaam Shaw No. *3, since one year. 

No. 16. Bhaderkha came from Soonuumpotty and 
resided at Toorkapoltem ; since last year setting; up a 
a Punjab. 

No. 17. MadarSaib, whose younger sister was 8 lv ' a 
in marriage to Bahadurkha, a stranger, N o. 16 , cam ® 
to see the said person from Gnngereddypollem. 

No. 18. Sheik Hussain came from ChundeilapauJ 
to Toorcagoodem during the last monsoon. He carnes 
on the cultivation. 

No. 19. Mfldar, an inhabit, of Tooroagoodom, m 
under Moboddeen Saib Jemadar. 

No. 20 . 

is under Mohoddeen Sai . t. Moorman near 

that threw the handkerchief over the 

Gooavary UV " Veera da, is a person who lived m 

No. 21. Uauvaia performs the 

Mohoddeen Saib «. was not Loomed to 

duties of husbandry works, and ne 

follow tbem anywhere. 

No. 22. Hussain Khan, an inhabitant of Foorcagoc- 
dem, is under Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar. 

No 23. Hussain Khan whose present residence is 
N ’ • nresent under Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar, 

: « formerly. 

3 Q 
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No. 24. Goodu Saib, an inhabitant of Toorcagoodem, 
is under Moboddeen Saib Jemadar. He is the person 
that was behind him at the time when the Moorman was 
killed in the Godavary river. 

Mark of RAHAMOO. 

Given before me this 8th April, 1836, 

(Signed) A. S, MATHESON, 
Head Assist . Magt. in Charge. 

(True Translation) 

(Signed) A. S. MATHESON, 

Head Assist. Magt. in Charge. 

(True Copy.) 

P. A. REYNOLDS, Offg. Genl Supt. 


Paled 7th April 1836, corresponding with Thursday 
the 6th, decreasing moon of Chaitrum, the year 
Poormukhe. Deposition given on oath. My name 
Bhaugy, my mother’s house name Janapautynar, 
father’s name Calladoo , caste Barber, religion long 
mark, lives by shaving, aged twenty years, residing 
at Bhroogubunda. 

Q,—What do you know of the circumstance of Hussain 
Khan and of his story ? 

A. —About eight years ago, the said Hussain Khan, a 
Moorman, Hyder Saib, iloossain Saib, Madar Saib, his 
son Hoossain, Murah and Vully Saib, alias Vully Khan, 
came to Bhroogubunda, with their women and children, 
the villagers were afraid that they were gang robbers ; 
I was then ten years of age. They halted in a tope, and 
told Bungariab, Rami ah and others, the Curnums of the 
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stud village, that they would settle iu that village, and 
built four or five houses; they were altogether about ten 
iu number; Hyder Saib cultivated with two ploughs, but 
conducted it through his servants. They remained there 
for four years ; on looking into their conduct, it was at 
first thought that they were robbers and burglars ; but 
by degrees it was strongly rumoured that they were men 
who killed people by strangling. While they were living 
at Broogubunda they used to say that they had relations 
and brothers at Chutta Annavaram and at Guddamduooo. 
situated on the other side of the river, aud they used to 
go thilber and visit them, and so two or three men would 
start together from Broogubunda, and not return for ten 
or twenty days, or some times a month. They used to 
drink arrack and toddy, and eat as much meat as they 
required ; under these circumstances the village people 
said that they were Phaseegars. After four years had 
elapsed, the famine happened; they then said that they 
could not carry on their livelihood there and would go to 
Ellore, and get the said Hussain Khan married ; and 
they all left one night from Broogubunda and went 
away. As it was a lime of famine I was in need of rice 
and went with them, with a view to earn my livelihood by 
working as cooly under them, leaving my mother and 
father; they arrived at Ellore where one Shaik Hummud 
Jemadar bad already come ; these men left Broog ubunda, 
and arrived at Gunjy Bazar at Ellore; I neither touched 
their pots nor lived with them; I beat and ground their 
rice and they fed me for four months; they thus remained 
at Ellore and from thence they went to Soonarpett; it 
is usually called Sanynanraupett; after they arrived there 
about four months, Hossain Khan was married to Madar 
Saib’s daughter; at that time the said Hussaiti Khan 
commenced an illicit connection with me, and ever since 


.+ 

I remained with him ; they remained al Sanynauroupett 
five or six months, and from thence arrived at Kistna- 
pporam. Of the party who left Broogubunda, Hyder Saib 
and Hussain Saib remained at Sanynanrpett; the remain¬ 
der, Hussain Khan, Madar Saib, and Yuliy Khan, being 
three iu number, took up their abode at Kistnapooram, 
^here Beasaubooboo, the daughter of the uncle of Hussam 
Khan, her son Khader, Hussain, Mooshkil, his elder 
brother, Emaum Shaw and Mahooddeen, an old man, had 
already come. Their relations were all living at Tooraca- 
goodem, a distance of three and half coss from it; when 
they were asked in what country they formerly lived, they 
said that they were in the Cuddapah and Karnaol districts. 
St is said that Molinddeen Saib alias Emaum Saib, is Je¬ 
madar to those at Kistnapooram and JTooracagoodem ; the 
Phaseegars at Tooracagoodem used to come daily to 
Kistnapooram, and those in the latter went to the former 
place, consequently I have seen the Phaseegars at 
Tooracagoodem and know them; if I see them I will 
recognize them all. These men, after the expiration of the 
monsoon, prepare for a journey, and go to procure money, 
and return not for two and three months; previous to 
setting' out, the whole body, those at Kistnapooram, 
Elloro, and Tooreapollem, about twenty, would come to 
the house of Mohoddaea Saib, Jemadar, where they 
would remain five or six days, and perform certain cere¬ 
monies to their gods who are called “ Narsimloo Amma- 
garoo,” as also Misummah; when they are performing the 
ceremony they put coomcoomah or red stuff and sandal 
on the wall, and keeping three bottles of arrack, colicry 
chippaloo or cocoanuts and dates, and at the same time 
bringing gauraloo and booraioo, or cakes dressed ; when 
•worshipping before the wall, beetle leaves would be 
affixed. They kill a number of sheep, and thus perform 
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the ceremony; and they will go away at night; they 
never carry their young women along with them ; butjme 
or two old women, who are accustomed to go with them. ^ 
When they start, if they meet with bad omens, such as the 
breaking of a pot, the sight of a cat, or if they hear the \ 
mewing of a cat, or the cry of the owl, they never go that 
road, but return home for five or six days ; afterwards f 
looking out for good omens, they start; they seldom kill I 
women ; they principally bring men’s jewels, such as girdles 1 
and rings, which will be used by them; they chiefly bring 
ready money and not so much property; they also bring 
good and fine cloths of distant countries, which will be 
used by men and women ; they wear cloth like those of 
Sepoys; their men and women speak Malabar and Oaoara 
well; they always converse in Hindustanee themselves, but 
whenever they want to speak secrets among themselves, j 

they use the Canara or Malabar languages. Ihcv used 
to say that their relations were living in the soutuward at 
a distance of two months’ journey, and that they had not j 
met since these last ten years; they never permit the 
Moosulmen of this country or any one to have access to 
their houses, nor do they go to the houses of Moosul- 
inans of this district or any one else; they never contract 
relationship at all with the Moosulmans of this country ; 
they say that they are going out to trade in cloths, but it , 
does not appear so; they, the Phaseegars, likewise talk 
among themselves, that they should not allow the people— j 
barber, washer, and goldsmith castes to join their company j 
—and if they do that some calamity will befall them. 1 was 
connected with them about three years ago ; these people, 
with the exception of Hussain Shaw, went on an expedition 
with Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar, and returned in four 
months with the Jemidar, and arrived at midnight; they 
said that they bad been to the western country on the other 
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side of Golcondah; they likewise said that a sum of 
rupees, to the amount of three times twenty, was allotted 
to each share. When Mohoddeen Saib returned he brought 
a certain number of women’s cloths called chandracala 
cheeraloo, valued at five rupees each, and gave them to his 
wife, and the same description of chnlies were brought 
which he gave to his wife and daughters ; the other people 
also brought similar cloths and delivered to the people 
in their houses respectively. They used to go out in 
gangs now and then, and return in three or four months, 
bringing much money gained by killing people, and 
divide it among themselves and spend at a great rate. 
When returning from their journey, some of them wear 
(Sepoy’s) jackets of red broad cloth. They also bring 
tumballs, pots and weapons, which they use in their 
houses. Two or three months previous to the Moburrum 
feast last year, they went to the other side of Golcondah, 
and returned about ten days after the Mohurrum feast; 
at that time Mohoddeen Saib .Temaclar was accompanied 
by about twenty Pliaseegars. Hussain Khan, my paramour, 
also proceeded with them, and it was talked that they 
had shared at the rate of twice twenty rupees to each man. 
Hussain Khan brought a chandracala cheera, or woman’s 
cloth, valued five rupees, for his wife, and he also gave two 
choiies of the same sort, one to his mother-in-law and one 
to his wife. Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar brought a woman’s 
cloth of the same size, valufed ten rupees, and gave it 
to his wife; this had a broad border of silk thread at the 
sides as well as the ends ; the remaining people also pre¬ 
sented one woman’s cloth to each of their wives respective¬ 
ly ; the rupees which came to Hussain Shaw’s share were 
given to his mother and father-in-law and not to me; 
they used to give me one measure of paddy but nothing 
else ; no jewels were given to me; the men and women 
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purchase betel leaves, which they keep in bags, and are 
continually chewing them ; the Phaseegars did not go 
out again between the time they returned after the 
Mohurrum feast and the time I quitted them and came 
to my village. All at once Hossain Khan who kept me 
appeared to be mad and began to beat every one; and one 
day he made a knot in the corner of a sella cloth, and 
throwing it round my neck twisted it four or five times 
and endeavoured to strangle me. I was already senseless, 
when some of those residing at Toorcapoollem who 
happened to be present as well as Mooshkil and others 
of Kistnapooram, together with Hossain Khan’s mother 
and father-in-law, came and released me; they gave me a 
Hydrabad rupee, and saying that if I remained be would 
kill me, and told me to go away. Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar 
allowed me at the same time a Chuklor, called Paupe- 
gadoo, to accompany me. When sending me out, the 
Jemadar sent a message that if any one questioned me 
I should not reveal the circumstance of the strangling; 
that I should say that I ran away because they beat me, 
and that I must not tell any of their secrets ; if I remain¬ 
ed there, I thought he would kill me, and I therefore 
crossed the river and came to Broogubundah, my native 
village. After my return about twenty days ago Hossain 
Khan came to Broogubundah for mo, and desired me to 

come along with him; I answered that I would not; he 

then wanted to take me by force ; I told the same to the 
Curnums, who sent him away ; when returning again on 
my account, he was apprehended by the Ghaulty peons 
at Custalah; as he had Hydrabad rupees with him, this 
raised suspicions, and they apprehended him; from thence 
he was escorted to Broogubundah by a peon—they carri¬ 
ed me too to Nursarowpettah, where the Aumeen took a 
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deposition from me, and sent me to Gnntoor, together with 
Hussain Khan ; we came accordingly. The sword with¬ 
out a scabbard now before you and produced before me, 
which is said to have been seized by the Guntoor Cntwall, 
has been used by Hussain Khan since he returned from 
the last expedition about the time of the Mohurrum feast 
last year—this sword was not in his possession before that 
time ; he brought it with him at that time ; the dagger and 
shield which were now found with Hussain Khan were 
also brought at that time ; he also brought another dagger, 
but I do not know where it is. 

The Basary.or nose ornament, now produced before you, 
was worn by Sojah, the wife of Hussain Khan. 

The silk woman’s cloth was brought by Mobaddeen 
Saib Jemadar when he went to Hydrabad or thereabouts, 
and was given to his young daughter; she is married to 
Sydab. I have seen her wear it. 

One of these Phaseegars, named old Mobaddeen Saib, 
went away three months before, saying that his son is at 
Nundala to the southward, and that he would go to see 
him. 

Mobaddeen Saib Jemadar’s elder brother, called 
Hoonoor Saib, is in the southern country, at a distance of 
two months’journey, as I heard from them. 

Q.—Hear the depositions given by you read over; is it 
all correct as you mentioned l 

A .—I have beard it,—it is correct. 



Marked by BHAUGY. 
Sworn before me, this 7th April, 1836, 


(Signed) A. S. MATHESOtf, 


Head Assist. Magt. in Charge, 




Examination on Oath dated 8 th April 1S3G, correspond¬ 
ing with Friday the decreasing Moon of C'haitram 
month, year Dhoormookhy. 

ft.—You state in the foregoing that you could recog¬ 
nize the Phaseegara ; look at these who are now appre¬ 
hended and\rougbt before me, and tell to what Jemadar 
they each belong and their names respectively ? 

No. 1—Mohoddeen Saib, alias Emam Saib of Toor- 
eagoodem; he is called a Jemadar by the Phaseegars. 

A. —No. 2—Emmaum Saib of Kistnapooram, he is 
elder brother of Mooslikil. 

No. 3—Khader Hussain of Kistnapooram. 

No. 4—Sydah of Toorcagoodem, he is son of Hussain, 
No. 9. 

No. 5—-I have forgot bis name, but he resides at 
Toorcagoodem, and he is of the party under Mohaddeen 

Saib Jemadar. 

No. f»— Fakeerah of Toorcagoodem, is under the 

said Jemadar. 

No. 7 —Hoossain Saib of Toorcagoodem, he is re¬ 
lated to all those living there. 

No. 8—Madar Saib of Toorcagoodem, he is father 
to No. 5, whose name I have forgot. He has a second 
son named Khasim, but he is at present absent. 

No. 9—Hoossain Saib, father to Sydah, No. 4, of 
Toorcagoodem. 

No. 10_I do not know his name, but be is the elder 

son of the late Sheikh Hummud J emadar, he resides at 

Ellore. 

No. H—I do not know his name, but he is younger 

brother of the above No* 10* 

3 s 
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No . 12—Hyder Saib of El-lore, who was resident at 

Broognbundah and weut from thence. 

No 13_Vully Khan ; he was formerly at Broogubun- 

jab, and from (hence nt to Eilore, and afterwards came 
to Kistnapooram. 

Ho. 14—His name I do not know, or his caste, but 
he may be of Buljah caste, and was adopted by the late 
Sheikh .Hummud Jemadar. 

No. 15 -His former name I dont know, but he was 
resident of Peesapaud near Bbroogubiindah, and was 
carried away by Yuliy Khan, No. 13, when he was going 
out from Bhroogabandah, and ever since be adopted him 
giving rice at his house ; he is called Hoossain. 

No. 16—Hyder Khan of Toorcagoodera, a follower 
of Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar. 

No. 17_Mudar, is son-in-law of Mohoddeen Saib of 

Kistnapooram by marrying his daughter ; the said Mohod¬ 
deen Saib has gone to the southward to see his son ; he 
also belongs to the said Jemadar’s gaug residing at Kistna- 
poor am. 

No. 18—His name I dont know. Prior to my arrival 
at Kistnapooram, he came and remained under Goodee 
Sail) at Toorcapollem ; Goodee adopted him. 

No. IP—Madar Saib, at present residing at Toorca- 
coodem, be was formerly at Bhroogubnndah, he is a 
follower of Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar. 

No. 20—Mooshkil of Kistnapooram, a follower of 
Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar. 

No, 21—His name is Veeradoo, caste is not known, 
living in the house of Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar, be eats 
their rice, conducting cultivation., and never accompanies 
them. 
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No. 22—II ass un Saib of ToorOagoodem, a follower 
of Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar. * 

No. 23—His name is Hoossain of Kistnapooram, a 
follower of Mohoddeen Saib Jemadar, and formerly resi¬ 
dent at Bhroogubundah, and when setting out from thence 
took me with*him. 

No. 24- Gootlee Saib of Toorcagoodem, a follower 
of Mohoddeen Saib Jemidar. Njt/ 

Marked by BHAUGY. 

Sworn before me, this Sth April 1830, 

(Signed) A. S. MATHESON, 

Head Asst. Magi, hi Charge. 

(True Translation,) 

(Signed) A. S. MATHESON, 

Head Asst. Magt. in Charge. 

(True Copy,) 

P. A. REYNOLDS, 

Offg. Genl. Supt. 
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